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PREFACE 


T he Court of Eaft-India Diredors, having, perhaps 
induflrioully, involved the affairs of the Carnatic in 
obfciirity, by their voluminous Defence, the Author of the fol-' 
lowing Work found himfelf obliged to deduce his accounts, 
from an early period of time. To extricate the fubjedl from 
difficulty, he has connected the controverfial part of the 
difcuffion, with an authentic and impartial narrative of the 
moft important tranfadions, on the coafl; of Coromandel. 
His arguments and reafonings are only fuch, as naturally 
refult from his fads ; and his fads are founded upon the 
moff incontrovertible evidence, to which the Reader is 
referred, at the bottom of every page. 

The Diredors, in the volumes of Original Papers, pub- 
lifhed under their infpedion, have furnifned the Author, 
with authentic materials, fufficicnt to overfet entirely tli 
fyftems which they wilhed to defend. He has alfo availe 
himfelf of the information of other papers of equal au- 
thority, which a Gentleman employed by the Crown, ior 
fome years, in a public capacity on the Goad:, was pkafed 
to place in his hands. Private papers and documents, to- 
gether with written evidences of a private nature, which 
unveil the fprings of many meafures, have come into his 
poiTeffion. But as his objed has been, to expofe public 
3 injuftice, 
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injuflice, and not to trace the delinquency of individuals, 
he has made no ufe of fuch information. Though fame 
may think or, at leaft, allege, that public bodies, as well 
as public meafures, are treated with a degree of feverity, 
in the following Volume, the Writer cannot be accufcd of 
harflanefs to private charaders. Should any of the adors, 
{n the fcene, which he has cliofen to exhibit, complain of 
their parts, the Author of the piece affures them and the 
Public, that much of the bufinefs is concealed, behind 
the curtain. 

The labour and toil, which attended the feledion of the 
materials, upon which this Volume is founded, employed 
a conliderable portion of time. The fads and authorities 
were weighed, with the moft fcrupulous attention to truth 
and impartial juftice. The relation of tranfadions is fup- 
ported, every where, by a cloud of witnefles ; and where 
the condud of the Company is moft blamed, the foimda- 
ticii of cenfure is placed, on their own records, as pub- 
liihed by their Diredors. In the printing, and even in the 
compofin'on, of the Work, the fhortnefs of the time al- 
lotted to both may have been produdive of errors. But 
as the arrangement has not been fuhjed to that inconveni- 
ence, it is to be hoped, the matter of fad is eftablilhed,. 
beyond the reach of any jufe reply. 

V/ithout prefumpti )d, we truft, it may be affirmed, that 
the fyfiem, which the Diredors endeavoured, with fo much 

labour 
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labour and expence, to defend, has been completely over- 
turned. That they have not only failed “ in refuting any 
“ one of the heavy charges brought againft them,” in 
former publications relative to Tanjore ; but that many 
other charges equally heavy are eftabii/hed, on their own 
evidence. That it only remains for them to retrieve their 
charaders, by acknowledging their errors and doing juhice. 
That a contrary condud will probably remind the nation of 
their folemn appeal to the Public, in their Declaration of 
the 26th of March 1777. Their words were, ‘‘ That could 
“ the heavy charges brought againft them be proved, thofe 
“ charges would not only render them unlit to condud 
“ the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy of 
“ every degree of public truft and confidence.” If the 
charges are adually proved, the World will draw the in- 
ference. 

In the authorities, at the bottoms of the pages, the pa- 
pers publifhed by the Diredors, in their own defence, are 
cited, under the title of Mr, Rous’s Appendix. This ap- 
pellation was adopted merely to diftinguilh thofe papers, 
from others publilhed by the Diredors. As the Court had 
difavowed Mr. Rous’s pamphlet, by refufing to authenticate 
it, that gentleman, ftridly fpeaking, had no legal right to 
an Appendix, printed at the expence of the Company. 

The writers, who have efpoufed the caufe of the Di- 
redors, are feldom alluded to, and never mentioned, in 

the 
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tlie courfe of the following Volume. This feeming neg- 

o o o 

le<9: proceeded neither from any dilrefpedl for their genius, 
nor any want of attention to their labours. Their toil has 
fureiy been rewarded, by their employers, in proportion to 
the badnefs of their caufe. With that boon they ought to 
fit down contented ; and to add to the account of profit, 
their prefent efcape from cenfure. To purfue phantoms, 
through the foggy regions of romance, was no part of the 
labour, which the Author impofed on himfelf. Truth, and 
only truth, was his objed ; and the advocates of his oppo- 
nents are completely anfwered, if he has attained his end. 

The wading through the fink of Eaft-India corruption 
and raifmanagement is a talk, which adds difguft to toiL 
But the Author fears he has gone too far, not to go further 
ftill. Bengal is a fruitful fcene of peculation, injufiice, 
and even death ; and the Northern Circars, though fcarcely 
twelve years, in our hands, prefent oppreffions proportion- 
able to their extent and our time. The fecret intrigues in 
Leadenhall-Street, though lefs important and inftrudive, 
than the revolutions of kingdoms, merit fome attention ; 
and the world may chufe to be made acquainted with the 
adors in the fecret fcenes of domeftic management.. Thefe 
confiderations may, perhaps, induce the Author, to give a 
Second Volume to the Public, in the courfe of a few 
months. 
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CHAP. I. 

A port Hijiory of the Company^ from its Origin in 1 600 

to the Tear 1744. 


D uring the decline and after the fall of the Roman Empire, 
the weftern provinces received, in a certain degree, new in- 
habitants, and confequently hew manners, from thofe vaft 
countries, which comprehend the northern divifions of Europe and 
Afia. The fierce nations who triumphed over Rome had fcarcely 
brought any virtue, except valour, from home; and, therefore, 
their ravages were too general and too deftrudive to leave any ex- 
amples of that civilization, which in fome degree atones for the 
defolations of war. .In the midft of that barbarity, which had 
cramped the liberal exertions of their minds in the north, the 
invaders fat down in the regions of the foiith ; where many ages 
paffed over them, without having been diilinguifiicd by any of thofe 
improvements, which, by rendering life comfortable, enlarge the 
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views of mankind. The peculiar opinions, which annexed every 
honour to the fword, threw contempt on the arts of civil life ; and 
the infecurity of property prevented even avarice, which difregards 
contempt, from purfuing indaflry and commerce, as they could 
produce nothing but toil. 

Europe, however, was not dellinec! to remain always under that 
gloomy barbarifrn, which had clouded its^^annals for near a thoufand 
years. The firft dawn of improvement arefe in Italy, where its laft 
ray had fet. The revival of letters, in that ccuntry. v^as followed by 
the encouragement of genius. Men becoming acquainted witii the 
improvements of former ages, began to transfer their difeoveries to 
their own times. The human mind, being foftened by the accef- 
fion of knowledge, acquired a taile for the fweets of peace and the 
comforts of life. Government, relaxing its habitual feverity, and 
laying ahde its former pride, gave fecurity to property, and fome 
protedion to induftry. A free intercoarfe of commerce was eha- 
blifhed at home ; its communication with foreign ftates became lefs 
ohftruded ; and either rivalflbip or imitation foon extended a degree 
of the fame kind of improvement to the reft of Europe. 

A commercial intercourfe had been opened between Europe and 
India, in remote antiquity. I'he Greeks knew it, when the Perfian 
empire flourifhed ; and they continued it, during the exiftence of 
their own. The Syrians, under the Seleucidse, who were the im- 
mediate fucceftbrs of Alexander, in his Ailatic conquefts, brought 
the manufadures of India to the weftera markets, through the 
gulph of Perfia. The Egyptians, when fubjed to the Ptolemies, 
fupplied Europe, in the fame manner, by the Red Sea. The Ro- 
mans fucceeded both, in their commerce, as well as in their power ; 
and transferred the trade of India, with the feat of their empire, to 
Conftantinople. During the decline of the eaftern empire, the Ita- 
lian ftates, particularly the Venetians, engrofied the commerce of 
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, Afia. The Portuguefe had the merit, by exploring a new paflage ^ p. 
to the Eaft, to lay open, though contrary to their inclination, that 'c.— 
beneficial trade to the reft of Europe. The fubjetts of John the gaefe the lirll: 
Second, after coafting the weftern fide of Africa, doubled the Cape Lwcou* L 
of Good Hope ; and Emanuel improved the plan eftabliftied by his 
predeceffor. In the reign of the latter prince, the famous Vafco 
de Gama, with four fhips, penetrated, beyond the Cape, into Teas 
before unknown, and arrived on the coaftof Malabar in 1498, about 
fix years after Columbus had difcovered America. 

The fuccefs of the Portuguefe on the coaft of India, and the rich R'^fons ^vhy 

• - ^ they were ihe 

cargoes which they imported from that country, raifed the envy, firft. 
but did not immediately excite the imitation of the reft of Europe. 

A whole century pafTed before thofe nations, who now, in a man- 
ner, engrofs the commerce of the Eaft, turned their eyes to that 
part of the world. The veil of fecrecy, with which the Portu- 
guefe had induftrioufly covered their courfe to India, was not the 
only caufe which prevented them from having rivals in their con- 
quefts as well as their commerce. The principles of navigation and 
internal policy were ftill in their infancy in England. France was 
only juft emerging from the favage rudenefs of its feudal fyftem ; 
and the Dutch had not yet emancipated themfelves from the ftern 
tyranny of the heirs of the houfe of Burgundy, ftrengthened by 
their acceffion to the crown of Spain. 

The Dutch, fenfible of the advantages of an Indian commerce, The Dutch 
from the fuccefs of the Portuguefe, had turned their fpeculations to- 
v/ards a new and a more expeditious paflage to India, than that 
which the latter had found, by doubling the fouthern point of Africa. 

They endeavoured to make their way, by the north-eaft, to the feas 
of China and Japan j and to arrive firft on thofe coafts, which to 

® ^ the 
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C H^A p, the Portuguefe were the mofi. i-emote in the Eaft-Indies A difco-^ 
i*- — -v -^ — > very of that kind would not only fliorlen the voyage, but diminifli 
its dangers ; as the commerce of the Portuguefe, together with the 
dominion of their country, had fallen to Philip the Second, the 
mortal enemy of the Dutch nation. Their attempts to find a north- 
eaft paflage were fuddenly undertaken, and as fuddenly laid afide. 
But an accident fupplied what their induft^ had, in vain, endea- 
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'voured to acquire. A Dutch feaman, wdiofe name was Houtman, 
and who had been feized in Poatugal, in the year 1 594, difcovered 
the route of the Portuguefe, by the Cape of Good Hope f. Under 
the diredion of Houtman a fleet was equipped, and in the year 
1596 failed from the Texel 

The Englifh nation, like the Dutch, had attempted to find a new 
paflage to India. Before their neighbours on the continent had 
turned their attention to the north-eaft, they had made three differ- 
ent attempts to explore a paflage to Tartary and China, by the 
north-weft. But the lights furnifhed by Drake, Cavendifh, and 
other eminent navigators, pointed out a more dired way to the 
trade of India. Encouraged by their difcoveries, feveral wealthy 
merchants of London petitioned Queen Elizabeth for a charter em- 
powering them to undertake this trade. On the 31ft of December 
j6oo, the prayer of their petition was granted’. They were eredted 
into a body corporate, by the ftile of “ The Governor and Company 
of Merchants of London, trading to the Eaft Indies.” The charter 
granted a common feal : Thomas Smith, an alderman, was ap- 
pointed Governor, with twenty Diredfors, to be chofen annually on 
the I ft of July, or fix days after. They were vefted with powers 


Difcours fur le PafTage par le Nord-eft de 
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Anna!. Le Clerc, Bafnage. 


f Avertiflement a la tete de Recueil de Voy- 
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to make bye-laws, to export goods free from cuftom, for four years, 
to fend to India by every voyage 30,000!. in foreign coin, piovided 
they brought that fura by their commerce from foreign countries. 
The charter was exclufive ; the Queen bound herfelf to grant none 
to other merchants, for the fpace of fifteen years ; but a provifion 
was made, that if it appeared the new Corporation fliould prove, in 
any refpecf, detrimental to the Public, the charter, upon two years 
warning, under the Privy Seal, fhould become void. The exclu- 
five commerce, granted in the charter, extended to all places of Afia, 
Africa, and America, beyond ’•he Cape of Good Hope, and the 
Streights of Magellan.; and to execute the defign, a joint ftock of 
72,000!. was quickly fubfcribed and paid into the treafurer’s hancls^ 

This capital enabled the Company to equip and man five llrips 
of fmall burden j and to fend a confiderable firm in money and 
goods, as a trading ftock, The fleet put to fea, under the command 
of Captain James Lancafter- ; and after a tedious and fickly paflage, 
came to anchor in the road of Achin, in the ifland of Sumatra, on 
the 5th of June 1602. The voyage was, however, fo profperous, 
in point of commerce, that a fecond trading expedition, to India, 
was undertaken in the year 160 ^, under the conduct of Sir Henry- 
Middleton. The fuccefs of Middleton was ftill greater than that of 
Lancafter. But both yielded, in good fortune, to Captain Keeling,, 
who returned in May 1610, with three ftiips committed to his care,, 
richly laden, and without the lofs of a man. 

Notwithftanding the profit derived from thefe voyages, the 
trade to India was ftill inconfiderable, and liable to great incon- 
veniency. The fuccefs of the adventurers depended entirely on 
chance, on the civility of the natives, or on the addrefs of their 
officers. Without fettlements to accommodate their fadors, defti- 
tute of defences to proted their perfons and property, they were 
fubjed to difappointment, and expofed to infult. Other nations 

had 
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had harbours, which they could command ; forts, which they had 
either built themfelves, or had bought from the Indians; and even 
territories, acquired by treachery or conqueft. On the other hand, 
the Company were fo far from commanding refpeS abroad, that 
they were ill-provided with refources at home. Though the 
Englifh nation had already exhibited a great deal of fpirit, and a 
confiderable degree of knowledge in navigation, they had made but 
little progrefs in the art of thip-building. The Company, during 
the firft ten years of their defultory commerce to Afia, had even been 
obliged to purchafe their Ihips from the Hanfe Towns of Germany. 

Though the Company laboured under thefe difadvantages, their 
profits, if compared to their capital, were very confiderable j and, 
confi dering the ftate of commerce in thofe times, an acquifition to 
the wealth of the nation. Government, therefore, enlarged the 
time of their charter ; and, encouraged by the countenance of the 
State, they themfelves began to build their own Ihips. In the year 
1609, they launched a Ihip of twelve hundred tons, in the prefence 
of King James, and his fon the Prince of Wales. This Ihip, 
together with two others of confiderable burden, under the condud; 
o£ Sir Henry Middleton, failed for Surat; where thejealoufy of the 
Portuguefe fruftrated the intention of the voyage. Middleton made 
up for his lofs in trade, by a fpecies of piracy. He feized fome 
rich fhips belonging to the Portuguefe, on the coafi: of Malabar j 
and, fleering his courfe to the Red Sea, plundered the trade of 
Mocha, under the pi-etence of procuring fatisfadion for damages he 
had formerly fuftained at that place. 

The injuftice and power of the Portuguefe had, hitherto, pre- 
vented the Englifli from eflablifhing themfelves, or even from pur- 
fuing commerce, with any degree of fuccefs, on the coafl of Hin- 
doftan. The houfe of Tamerlane, who had reigned near a century 
at Delhi, had uniformly encouraged foreigners to trade in their do- 

I / minions. 
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minions. But, as they were poffefTed of no naval power, they could chap. 

not enforce their authority beyond their own fliores, or prevent ’ — -v ’ 

hoftilities at fea, between the rivals for their trade. Though in the 
year 1608, the third of the reign of Jehangire, an envoy from the 
Company had obtained the ufual privileges of fettlement and com- 
merce from that prince, they had been debarred from the advan- 
tages of both, by the intrigues of the Portuguefe. Force only could They defeat 
obtain juftice from that jealous nation, who claimed, from their guefe, 
long pofleffion, a kind of exclufive right to the commerce of India. 

Four {hips of confiderable burden were, therefore, put under the 
command of Captain Thomas Beft, a refolute officer. He arrived at 
Surat, in September I 6 1 2 ; and having defeated, in two aftions, 
the Portuguefe fquadron, enabled the factors of the Company to 
avail themfelves of the privileges, which they had obtained in the 
Empire. 

To fecure the advantages obtained by the vidory of Beft, the Com- 1614 .. 
pany prevailed with King James the Firft, to fend a royal ambaffa- jor fent by 
dor to the court of Hindoftan. The perfon vefted with this high Jo "Jg 
chara£l:er, was Sir Thomas Roe, who arrived in the end of 1614, at 
Ajmere, the capital of the province of that name, where the Em- 
peror Jehangire, at that time, kept his court. But though the am- 
baflador was received with every mark of efteem by Jehangire, he 
found an enemy in his fon, Sultan Kurrum ; to whom, as lord of 
Surat, the department of redreffing the grievances of the Englilh 
had been affigned. The Emperor’s favour prevailed at laft, in feme 
degree, over the prejudices of the prince. In the month of Janu- 
ary 1615, new firmans were obtained, for the eftublilhment of fac- jg,., 
tories in various provinces ; but they were worded with caution, 
and the privileges granted, were defeCave and circumferibed ^ 
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C H^ A P, Radical defers in the conftitutioa of the Company at home, mif- 
' ' condudt, and even misfortune abroad, the fmallnefs of their capital 

1622, • . . . , . ^ 

The affairs of m Europe, their having no folid eftablifhments, or fortified fettle- 
ments in Afia, the want of protedion from a government, which, 
foon after, could not proted itfelf, together with the jealoufy of two 
powerful, and even faithlefa rivals in trade, the Portuguefe and 
Dutch, all combined to cramp, and, at length, to annihilate a com- 
merce, which, at its beft, depended merely on lucky adventures. 
The Hiftory of the Company, from this period forward, confifts of 
inftances of misfortunes in trade, and inftances of fpirit in adventure 
and feats of valour in war. Rivalled, and even ruined afhore, by the 
Portuguefe and Dutch, they revenged themfelves of the former at fea ; 
but the latter, by their barbarous feverities at Amboyna, in the year 
1622, put, in a manner, an end to their trade with the iflands of Afia. 
On the coafts of Hindoftan, and even in fomc inland cities of that 
great empire, they continued to carry on a languid commerce for 
feveral years. The government of the Moguls had, then, arrived 
at a degree of vigour, fufficient to command peace, and even juftice, 
between the Europeans under its protedion. The advantages de- 
rived from the commerce of foreigners, had even procured for them 
privileges, which had been denied to the natives. 

It was during this untoward ftate of the Englifh commerce in Afia, 

Yet thev ob- ^ r r 

ta nsneBa- llie fcrvants of the Company obtained that eftablifhment in Bengal 
BengaU whicli time and accident have imce improved mto lo many and great 
national advantages. Though the Portugueze had vifited Bengal^, 
before it fell under the power of the Moguls, they had never efta- 
bliilied regular governments and garrifons in that country f. The 
Dutch had fettled there about the year 1625, in the reign of the 
Emperor Jehangire:|;. In 1636, when his fon Shaw Jehan fat on 

f Crraej vcl. ii. p.. 7* 
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the throne, one Boughton, an Englifh furgeon, fent from Surat to 
*Agra, had the good fortune to cure the emperor’s favourite daugh- 
ter, who laboured under an illncfs, which Lad bafiied the fkill of the 
natives. Among other favours, Boughton was gratified with a pa- 
tent, or Duftuc, for a free trade throughout the empire. Having 
proceeded to Bengal, his {kill in phyfic procured for him the friend- 
Ihip of the Nabob of that province; who extended the privileges 
given to Boughton, to the whole EngliOi nation §. The Company’s 
fervants at Surat, availing themfelves of the influence of Boughton, 
built a fadbory at Hughley, on the weftern branch of the Ganges, 
one hundred miles from the mouth of the river. 

But the privileges obtained by Boughton, for his countrymen, 
were incapable of reftoring vigour to a commerce, which had fallen 
into an irrecoverable decline. Harafled abroad by European rivals, 
who, from their fuperior advantages, could bring their imports 
i.heaper to market at home, the Company loft their fpirit with their’ 
fuccefs. To haften their fate, the civil commotions, which after- 
wards terminated in the fubverfion of the confxitution of the ftate, 
engaged llie whole attention, and employed the whole exertion of 
the nation. The Dutch, availing themfelves of the decline of the 
Portugueze, and the diftradtions in England, engroffed the com- 
merce of the Eaft; and even Cromwell, though he gained a fupe- 
riority over them in war, negledled, as perhaps he unclerftood not, 
the interefts of the nation in India, in a peace, the conditions of 
which he dictated himfelf. He, however, renewed to the Company 
their ancient privileges in 1057 ; but before they could avail them- 
felves of the fupport of government, his death threw the nation 
back into thofe public diftradtions, from which it had emerged 
but a few years before. 
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The revolution, which reftored England to its ancient conftitU'- 
tion, brought back, foon after, the commerce .of India to its former ' 
channel. Charles the Second, though addiSed to pleafure, was ca- 
pable of ufeful exertions, and he loved commerce. His brother, the 
Duke of York, though poffeffed of lefs ability, was endued with, 
greater perfeverance j and, by a peculiar felicity, placed his chief 
amufement in commercial fchemes, whilfl: he pofleffed the whole in- 
fluence of the ilate. Under his aufpices, a new charter was ilTued, 
on the 3d of April 1661. The animofity of the two royal brothers 
againft the Dutch, the manifeft advantage to the revenue, as 
v/ell as to the nation, which was likely to be derived from the 
commerce of India, infured the fupport of government to the 
Company. 

The charter which had been granted by Queen Elizabeth, in the 
forty'third year of her reign, invefted the Company with an exclu- 
five right of commerce for fifteen years. They had been erefSed 
into a perpetual body-politic, by a charter which, they had obtained 
in the feventh of James the Firft. In that of April 3, 1661, new 
privileges were added to the old, which were all confirmed. The 
Company were invefted with a civil jurifdiiftion and a military 
authority, with a power of making war or concluding peace with 
the INFIDELS of India; the ftate referving to itfelf, by this diftinc- 
tion, thofe prerogatives, with refpeft to Europeans. They were 
alfo impowered to export bullion to the amount of 150,000!. in 
every voyage, provided they re-exported foreign goods to the fame 
amount. The claufe in the charter granted by Elizabeth was 
referved, which declared, that it fliould become void and of no 
effed, after three years notice given, fliould the privileges granted 
prove detrimental to the general intereft of the nation. A capital of 

369,890!. was fubfcribed, though only one half was paid, to derive 
A. imme- 
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immediate advantage from privileges as exteniive in thernfelves, as C H a p. 
‘.they were liberally beftowed by the Crown. t L.. , 

Charles the Second, having efpoufed the Infanta of Portugal in Company 

1662, obtained the poffeflion of .the ifland of Bombay in the year 

1663, as a part of the portion of that Princefs. Finding that the 
revenues of the place were unequal to its expence, the King ceded 
it, in fee-tail, to the Company, in the twentieth year of his reign . 
and, five years after, he alfo granted to them the ifland of St. He- 
lena. To this ceflion of territory, Government added its whole fup- 
port, in the encouragement and protedlion of the Company’s trade. 

The injuries which they had received from the jealoufy of the Dutch 
Company, had formed one of the oftenfible reafons for entering into 
the firft Dutch war. The Commons, by the management of Govern- 
ment, which then was fwayed by the Duke of York, addrefled the 
Crown, againfl; the wrongs and indignities done to the Eaft India 
Company. The Duke himfelf, who Ipent half his time in the bu- 
finefs of commerce in the city, preflded frequently at the meetings 
of the Court of Diredors. In fhort, no aid was wanting to the 
profperity of the Company, that either the aiTidulty of the Duke or 
his influence in the ftate could procure. 

The encouragement and protedion of government, joined to their Their fuccefs 
own induftry, raifed the Company, in outward appearance, to a flate 
of amazing affluence in the fpace of a few years. In 1 680 and the 
three fucceeding years, the price of India flock was 360 per cent, 
with proportionable dividends. Circumflances fo favourable could 
not fail to raife the jealoufy of foreigners, and to inflame the avarice 
of individuals at home. The mercantile intereft and the court be- 
came, at length, divided, on a fubjed of fo much importance. The 
firfl were prompted, by their eagernefs for gain, to invade the 
exclufive rights contained in the charter; the latter, won by the 
influence, and perhaps the money, of the Company, as eagerly op- 
pofed their dcagus. 
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During the latter years of the life of Charles the Second, the vic" 
tory obtained by the court over the city, reprelled the complaints 
of the merchants of London, as they were likely to produce no good 
effedl againft a fociety favoured by government. Charles had re- 
nev./ed the charter, in the twenty-eighth year of his reign; he had 
extended the privileges of the Company in the thirty-fifih; but when 
his brother James the Second acceded to the throne, he poured his 
favours, with a very lavilh hand, on a body v/bom he had before 
patronized. To raife them into an equality with the Dutch Com- 
pany, and, perhaps, to give them a fuperiority over their republican 
rivals, he not only increafed their immunities, but even transferred 
to them many of his own prerogatives. He impowered them to 
build fortreffes, to levy troops, to determine eaufes, under the form 
of courts martial, and to coin money. Encouraged by fo many 
privileges, under the patronage of a Prince, who both knew and 
loved trade, the Company not only aflumed the pride, but even the 
tyranny of fovereignty. Inftead of reprelling the encroachments of 
their foreign rivals, they perfecuted fuch of their countrymen as 
feemed inclined to invade their exclufive commerce. The principal 
fervants abroad, encouraged and proteded by thofe who managed 
the affairs of the Company at home, carried infolence, oppreffion, 
and injuftice into every department of their government. 

Unlimited power, in the hands of a hngle perfon, may be pre- 
vented from degenerating into acts of tyranny, by the terrors of ig- 
nominy or by perfonal fears. But a body of men, veiled with autho- 
thority, is feldom fwayed by reftraints of either kind. As they derive, 
individually, but little applaufe from their beft meafures, fo .the 
portion of infamy which may fall to each for the word public 
adions, is too fmall to affed perfonal charader. Having, therefore, 
no generous inducements to follow virtue, the moft fordid pafTions 
frequently lead them into vice. It is from this circumftance, that the 
decifions of public bodies fometimes partake of that mortifying 
9 fpecies 
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fpecies of tyranny, which is incapable of redrefs, and yet is be- ^ H^A P. 

■ yond revenge. Thefe obfervations may be applied, without' the 4— v — j 
leafl; injuftice, to the aftions of the India Company both at home 
and abroad. Avarice, the mcft obftinate and hardened paffion of 
the human mind, being the firft principle of commerce, was the 
original bond of their union; and humanity, jufticc, and even policy, 
gave way to the profpedl: or love of gain *. 

The mifmanagement of the Company at home had been long iniquitous 

° ‘ ° conduaofthe 

covered by that veil of fecrecy which the private interefts of the Company at 

• « • llOllI C. 

leaders had induftrioufly thrown over their affairs. It afterwards 
appeared, that thofe leaders had ufurped an abfolute dominion over 
the other adventurers That, by their private contradls and un- 
heard-of dedudtions, and by the moll iniquitous frauds in both, the 
joint flock had fuffered a lofs to near one half of its original 
amount. That when, by embezzlement, avarice, and inattention 
to their truft, they had in a manner devoured the property of 
their conflituents, by unjuft and unreafonable dividends, to give 
the fallacious appearance of health to a body fallen into a deep 
decline. That, though in profecution of the fame fyftem of de- 
ception, they had doubled their capital, in the year 1682, they had 
not taken in but one half of the fum at firft fubferibed. That, 


^ Eefide tliat want of generous piindple, 
which feens e?icluded fuom the very ipilituiion 
of a fovereign corp^iation of commerce, the 
gieat c’iilance of ih'^ir adminiilration in India 
leccred the Company from a geneial infpeclion 
into their condndl, and confcquently furni(hcd 
amp'e epportunities for a wanton and uncun- 
trolled eycrcife of power. All refiHance, theie- 
fo.e, to their arbitrary edifils, whether they 
jcgardcd their own fervants or. the natives of 
the courtry, was confidered* as treafon, and 
punifccd with feverity. The rulers at home 
had their favourites abroad, whom they pro- 
teded m the moflciuel and opprefilve mea- 


fures by their authority. Hence it happen- 
ed that private refintments and felnfii views 
were too frequently the only ru’es of their 
cordudl; and that' their adminif^ratson had 
fcarce any other principle of anion, than a 
mutual permiiTion to commit injudice. Even 
the excluhve privilege, which was thought ne- 
cefiary for the profps ity of their commerce^ 
became an engine of tyranny agaiml all thofe 
whom they conildercd as interlope! s ; and 
fuch inllances of their baibaiity might be pro-* 
duced, fupported by ftcis, as vvoald e.xcite 
horror* 


whilft 
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C H^A P . 'whilft they were making extravagant dividends to the proprietors, 
« — -TT- — ' the Company was languUhing under a debt of two millions at irr 
tereft. That, inftead of anfwering legal demands, the DireGors had 
fixed a paper on the Treafury*door, declaring that they could pay 
no more till a certain period ; and all this at a time, when they 
pretended the affairs of the Company were in the moft flourifhing 
condition 


Their opprsf- 

fionfg 

tice, and pi- 
racks abioad. 


Tbeir cruelty 
to their fer- 
vaats 


Thefe iniquitous deceptions at home naturally produced frauds, 
oppreffion, and injuftice abroad. To repair the ruins made by the 
avarice of the DireGors, they iffued orders to their governors and 
faGors to borrow large fums in India on the credit of the Company. 
Their conduG, upon this occafion, was treacherous, bafe and un- 
worthy of the fubjeGs of any civilized ftate. In their letters to 
their faGors they intimated, that as foon as they bad pufhed their 
credit to the utmofl; extent, they would then contrive means of 
quarrelling with the creditors, and of putting a flop to their trade T* 
The commands of the DireGors were faithfully executed by 
fervants fuitable to fuch mafters. Having borrowed from the 
merchants of Surat, under the mafk of friendfhip, near three hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, they followed the orders they had received, 
and retired to Bombay. To complete the injuftice and even villany 
of thefe tranfaGions, they began to make fpoil of the fhips and 
goods of their creditors and benefaGors. One Sir John Child, a 
reprefentative worthy of a vicious fociety, without any declaration, 
without the leaft pretence to juftify hoftilities, feized thirteen rich 
ftiips, belonging to the merchants of Surat, to the amount of more 
than a million fterling ±. 

To this treachery to foreigners, the Company had added the moft 
dreadful oppreffions towards their own nation. They had feized 


^ White’s account of the India trade. dred thouiand pounds of tii;s fpoil was fenj 

■f Hamilton, vol. i. p. 187. — Hanis, vol. ii. hume to the committee of Directors who hpd 
-J As afterwaids appeared upon oath in the iSTued the orders. — White’s Account of the 
court of excliec[uer. The value of three hun- Iidia Trade. 

the 
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the fliips and condemned the property of interlopers, after having 
*put the crews in irons, and killed fome of the captains §. Their 
injuflice at fea was preceded and followed by unheard-of inftances of 
tyranny afhore. The merchants and inhabitants of Bombay, esaf- 
perated into a degree of madnefs by the oppreffions of their mailers, 
had revolted from their authority, declared for the King and nation, 
imprifoned their prefident, and had taken the reins of government 
into their own hands 1|. When, upon a promife of pardon, and upon 
ftipulated conditions, they returned to their duty, the faith of the 
Company was broken, and they were treated with infolence, tyranny, 
and wanton cruelty. To fucli a degree of oppreffion had the Governor 
of Bombay llretched his authority, that he adually erefted an in- 
quiiition under the prefidency of a refugee Greek; to harafs, ruin, 
and deftroy, by a religious perfecution, fuch as, in other refpeds, 
had eluded his vengeance 

The condud of the Company towards their fubjeds and fervants 
was uniformly opprelTive, unjuftifiable, and cruel ; yet, from its be- 
ing unknown or difregarded at home, they efcaped thofe aniraad- 
veiTions, and, perhaps, punilhments, v^’hich they had fo much 
deferved. But Aurungzebe, who then fat on the throne of Delhi, 
refolved to obtain juftice for his own fubjeds at Surat, for the piracies 
committed by the Company. Having demanded that juftice in vain, 
by melTages to the government of Bombay, he had ordered an army 
into that illand. The condud of the governor was as puftllanimous 
in war, as it had been infolent and unjuft in time of peace. Being 
prefted by a liege, three deputies, in the name of the Company, 
were difpatched to Aurungzebe, who then refided at Jehanabad. 
They prefented themfelves in the prefence of the offended monarch, 
v.dth their hands tied before them ; and having proftrated themfelves 

® Dodfley, Hamilton, &c. Univerfal Hif- 
tory, vol. X. 
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on the ground, they implored his clemency, coafefled their faults, 
and humbly requefted his pardon. The Emperor, having feverely 
reprimanded them, confented to withdraw his army, and to renew 
tlie Phirman, which they had fo juftly forfeited, upon condition 
of their making fatisfadfion to his fubjedls at Surat for the injuries 
which they had fiiftained "f. 

Soon after thefe tianfadiions, both at home and abroad, the vehe- 
mence of perfons injured by the injuftice of the Company, and the 
jealoufy of the merchants of Imndon, brought their affairs into 
public dircLiflion, and under the confideration of parliament. The 
Houfe of Commons, having examined the fubjedt in three different 
feUions, had propofed regulations for carrying on, in future, the 
commerce with the Eafc Indies. But the Company had eluded all the 
endeavours of that affembly, by procuring a new charter from Qiieen 
Mary, who managed the affairs of the kingdom in the abfenceof King 
William, in September 1 694. The Houfe of Commons having, 
in the beginning of 1695, detedted various flagrant abufes in 
the management of public affairs, were led to conclude, that the 
court, the camp, the city, and even parliament, had been infedled 
with one general contagion of bribery, corruption, and venality. 
The Eaft India Company, having had the influence to remove the 
confideration of their afiPairs from the legiflature to the privy coun- 
cil, were naturally fufpedted of having gained the King’s principal 
fervants by bribes. The Commons, therefore, ordered a committee 
to infpedt the books of the Company. The abftradts of the fums 
paid for fpecial fervices foon led to a difeovery. In the reign of 
James the Second, the annual charges of the management at home 
had fcarcely exceeded 1200I. ; but in the year 1693, when the 
charter was firft renew' ed, they had amounted to 90,000 1 . Sir Thomas 
Cooke, the governor of the Company, on . whofe notes the money 


f Ha,miItQn, voL i. 
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had been lent, tenified by a bill of pains and penalties paffed by 
the Commons, made a difcovery which was not fatisfadory. Ten 
thoufand pounds v.Tre, however, traced to the king himfelf; and 
other fums to his minifters and principal fervants The duke of 
Leeds, as being the mofi: obnoxious, was impeached for receiving a 
gratuity of five thoufand pounds; but king William, by putting 
fuddenly an end to the feffion, quafhed at once the impeachment 
and all further enquiry §. 

Though the weight of the Crown, and thennfluence of the Com- 
pany, as well as ihofe who had received bribes, had quaihed the 
enquiry, in the year 1695, the aflociated merchants, or, as they 
were called by the Company, the interlopers^ found means to bring 
the charter obtained in 1694, under the confideration of parliament 
in the beginning of 1698 Exclufive of the mifmanagements of the 
Company at home and their tyranny in India, together with the 
general arguments againfi: the expediency and juftice of a commer- 
cial monopoly, the principal objection offered againft the charter, 
w'as its not being confirmed by an a£t of the legifiature. Govern- 
ment, Handing in need of a fupply, had refolved to fupport the 
caufe of that party which ftiould pay the moft for their favour. The 
Company, apprized of that circumftance, offered 700,000 1 . at four 
per cent, upon condition of having the charter confirmed by afc cf 
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Chancellor of the Exchequer, propofed to advance two rniliions, at 
eight per cent, in confideration of an exclufive trade to be veiled in 
the fubferibers. A bill was accordingly naffed on this affair, not- 
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withftanding the petitions and oppofition of the a- Id Comps ny. The 
latter, however, obtained in the fuccecaipg year the fanCf.on of par- 
liament to their charter : and thus the nation had two Eafi-India 
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Companies by parliamentary authority, inftead of one by preroga^ 

tive f. , , 

^ The animofides, Tvhich had fubfifted for many years between the 

OsaneTbe- qjj Company and the interlopers, who had been comprehended m 
the New, were increafed by mutual jealoufies, after both had been 
confirmed by the fanaion of the legiflature. They were now as fo- 
licitous for the deflrudion of each other, as each had before been 
for their refpeaive eftablilhment. Having both tafted the fweets 
of the Eaft-India commerce, both were inflamed with that envy 
and irreconcilable refentment which ambition and avarice never fail 
BothgulUyof to infpire. In the general eledions which happened in the ^700, 
they had been both deteaed in bribery and corruption. ^ The 
Old began with corrupting members and purchafing voices in the 
houfe The New, inftead of purchafing votes, bought feats ; m- 

ftead of corrupting the reprefentatives bribed the “nftimcnts, and 
endeavoured to fecure a majority in the houfe * Then feuds and 
jealouftes in the mean time continued; nor drd thefe rn the leaft 
fubfide till mote than two years after the charter of the Old Com- 
pany had been confirmed by parliament. Tired, at length of a 
quarrel which might poffibly terminate m the rum of both, they 
refolved upon an union of ftocks; and agreed that the future ma- 
nagement of their joint trade flaould be according to the charter of 
the New Company, bearing date the Jth of September 169S. 

During thefe contefts in England, the fame mifmanagements and 
T.h; the fame oppreffions continued in the fettlements of the Company 

"X.Un • The principles of the Company’s government abroad, 

tnay he colleaed from the orders fent by their governor at home, 
commercial defpot. in writing to the judge appointed by the 
Company for civil affairs, makes ufe of the following remarkable 
. words : “ I expea my will and orders fcall be your rule, and no 

, .. * mJlnUrnrM HiH. voL X.. 
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“ tlie laws of England, which are a heap of nonfenfe, compiled by C H^A p. 
" a number of ignorant country gentlemen, who hardly know how u— v — ^ 
to govern their own families, much lefs the regulating companies 
“ and foreign commerce.” — “ Having now the power of condemning 
the Company’s enemies, or fuch as fhall be deemed fo, particulaf'- 
ly thofe who fhall queftion the Company’s power over all the Bri- 
“ tifh fubjedts in India, I exped my orders, from time to time, fhall 
“ be obeyed and obferved as flatute laws 

Thous-h the iudee, to whom this letter had been written, was Tkeoppreired 

^ J ^ ^ ^ inhabitants 

too prudent to prornife obedience to the arbitrary mandates which Bombay re- 

it contained, the governors of the different fettleraents feemed to 
have thoroughly imbibed the defpotic principles of their mailers in 
England. The profligate Sir John Child had been followed in the 
government of Bombay and the generalfhip of India, by a fucceflion, 
of petty tyrants. The union of the two Companies brought only a 
frefh fupply of rapacity and injuftice, to the old flock of avarice 
and tyranny. In fome inftances, the opprefled found themfelves 
obliged to ftrike the reins of government from the hands of their 
opprefTors. This was the fate of Sir Nicholas Waite, whofe loofe- 
nefs of morals, bare-faced perverflon of juftice, and arbitrary exer- 
tion of his authority incenfed to fuch a degree the inhabitants and 
foldiers of Bombay, that they feized his perfon and fent him pri- p]tfiden”/p\^i- 
foner to England. A train of limilar oppreffions, joined v,rith other 
misfortunes, at length reduced that ifland to a folitary and difmal de- 
fart. War and peftilence had reduced the Englifh inhabitants from 
eight hundred to fixty perfons. “ Still the fpirit of injuftice re- 
“ mained, which neither war nor peftilence could fubdue. The un. 
fortunate few, who furvived thofe dreadful calamities, were de- 
nied the liberty of returning to their native country, or even of 
removingjto other parts of India. They were detained in the 
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C H^A P. ct Comp:::iy’s fervice, under the lafh of authority, infolence, and 
«« oppreffion, without a glimmering of hope 
Qasrre!-, be- The unioii of the two Companies in. England was found inca- 

tween the fer- ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^snts ofthe pable of reconciling their fervants in India. The fame principle of 
Leh-fterfheir avaricc and felf-intereft, which had joined the former in one fcheme 
union. commerce, increafed rivalfltip, animofity, and injuftice between 

the latter. The heat of the climate feems to have inflamed their 
rancour, jeaioufy, and enmitjn Thofe paffions had their rife among 
the leaders of the Companies at home, from the phlegmatic, though 
vigilant and eager principle of avarice : but in India, feif-interefc, 
felfifli notions, rapacity, and confequently injuftice, became blended, 
as it were by fermentation, with the whole conftitution of the mind. 
The affairs of the united Company inuft naturally have languiftred, 

. as they were conduced by men more attentive to their own mutual 
deftrudlion, than to their duty to their raafters. Neither honour, 
juftice, or humanity were regarded, %vhen any occafion offered, for 
ruining each other, or enriching themfelvesf : all was conduced by 
fecret fraud or open force 

State, whofe corredting hand ought to have been ftretched 
mentinnot forth to petty defpots, whofe quarrels and oppreffions had difgraced 

interfering. , , ■ 

the nation, was too much embroiled at borne, to extend its attention 
to India, A difputed fucceffion, the events, the hurry, the expence 
of a great war, and, above all, the contefts for places, which parties 
dignify with the name of principle, occupied the whole attention of 
■ the great body of the people. Men in office had neither leifure, 
nor, perhaps, fufficient knowledge of the fubjedi:, to redify abufes 
in commerce ; and thus, whiift the great interefts of the nation. 

^ Harris j Dodiley, &c, is to be iludled, Eribery, corruption# and ve- 

f The indances of rapacity, oppreffion, and nality feem to be inherent in all the members of 
injuftice# committed by the fuperior fervants of commercial bodies ; by whom authority never 
the Company, are too mean for the pen of an fails to be made the mftrimientof avaiice. 
hiftorian ; atleaft, they are too numerous to be J Hamilton, vol* i* Dodfley, voL ii* Uni- 
comprehended in a di%uiftuon, where brevity verfal Hiftory, voL x* 


were 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


21 


were negleded, the Miniftry were engaged in defending their places 
from the attacks of rivals, and not in executing the duties of their 
llation. 

Time, which fmoothes down, in its progrefs, the moft furious 
paiiions of the mind, extinguiflied, at length, the jealoufies between 
the leaders of the two united Companies in England. Their com- 
mon intereft created unanimity in their meafures ; and, in looking 
back to the conditions on which they had been united, they per- 
ceived defeds and inconveniences, which they wiihed to remove. 
The two Companies, when feparate, had been converfant in the 
mea's’.s of gaining the favour of individuals with money ; but, now, 
the neceflities of the State itfelf had rendered it an objed for bribery. 
To obtain fuch a law"- as would fettle their affairs on a proper foot- 
ing, they rcfolved, in the fixth year of Queen Anne, to lend to 
Government, at a ftated intereft, 1,200,000 1 , over and above the 
2,000,000 1 . lent, when the New Company was eftabliihed, about 
ten years before. The Earl of Godolphin, then at the head of the 
public finances, feized the offer with all the eagernefs of a minifler 
w'ho Wyants a fupply. In confideration of a trivial fum, which 
might have been borrowed upon common intereft from individuals, 
Parliament was ready to grant to the Company whatever privileges 
and powers they required, for the benefit of their trade. A bill 
W'as accordingly paffed, in which the above fum of 1,200,000 L 
was declared an addition to the itock of the Company, free from 
all taxes ‘ . 

The treaty of Utrecht, w'hich rellored peace to England, after a 
war which had continued, with little intcrmiffion, three-and-twenty 
years, promifed to bring back interrupted commerce to her ancient 
channel. Years of tranquillity fucceeding times of trouble and pub- 
lic wafte, induftry and trade were revived, and the Eaft-India Com- 


c H A P. 

I. 


Self-interel!^ 
at lengthj be- 
g€ti iinanimi- 
ly a£ iiomc» 


1708, 
They pur« 
chafe a new 
luv, in their 
fat our, by a 
loan to the 
State. 


1715. 
Treaty vf 
Utiecht fa« 
vocrablc to 
comnierce. 


^ Pabiications of the times. 


pany 



22 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


C H A F- 
L 

^ 


The Compa- 
ny prolpers. 


The Tiathn 
com pi a' ns of 
their mono- 
poly. 
iTzq. 


pany obtained its own {hare of the general profperity. The leaders 
in the Court of Directors, either guided by chance, or fwayed by 
judgment, had fent perfons of prudence and commercial abilities, in 
quality of chiefs, to their fettlements, which gave a profperous turn 
to their affairs. Envy and jealoufy, which tread clofe on the heels 
of profperity, again raifed enemies to the Company. Men of emi- 
nence and weight joined, in the general cry, againft an exciufive 
commerce, A variety of arguments, pkufible, at leaft, if not juft, 
were urged, wiih great vehemence, on that head. “ The whole 
“ kingdom was filled with complaints of the injuftice of a mono- 
poly, by which a body of private merchants fatiated their avarice, 
“ at the expence of all the other fubjedfs of the ftate*.” To obviate 
the confequences of fpeculative reafonings, become fo general, 
the Company had recourfe to the never-failing argument of the 
purfe. They bribed the State, by what the State, perhaps igno- 
rantly, thought advantageous propofals f ; and, notwithftanding the 
clamours of the people, obtained a perfed fecurity to an exciufive 
right of trading to the Eaft-Indies. 

The Eaft-India Company continued in the fame flourlfhing and 
fecure condition, both at home and abroad, till the war, which was 
declared between France and England, in the year 1744. The 
French having failed, for near eighty years, in all their attempts to 
ered and fupport an Eaft-India Company, at length accompliflied 
their objed about the year 1720. The regular returns made by the 
French, ever fince their complete eftablifhment in India, had been 
fo confiderable, that the jealoufy of the Britifti Company was raifed. 
Government, entering with fome degree of warmth into that jea- 
loufy, turned a part of their attention towards the Eaft, v,?hen war 


^ Publications of the times* their capital fcxk lent to Government, to 
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was likely to arife between the two nations. The French, fearing 
hoftilities, as they were anxious to promote a commerce ftill in its ^ 
infancy, had propofed a neutrality between the two Companies, as 
early as the year 1742. The Court of Directors, at firft, accepted 
and then rejefled the propofal ; but, whether inftigated by Govern- 
ment, or fwayed by their own verfatility, is uncertain. When, 
therefore, war commenced in Europe, its flame fpread to Alia. 
Their refpedive fovereigns aflifted each Company ; and, thus, the 
bufmefs of commerce yielded to the occupations of arms. New 
fcenes were opened ; and events arofe, which became the founda- 
tion of that flate of things, to explain which is the principal objeft 
of this work. 
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much, that, in the year 1654, it expired, in a manner, by a natural 
death. 

Bombay, which has long prefided over thefadlories on the coaft 
of Malabar, was itfelf formerly dependent on Surat, and governed 
by a Deputy fent from that fettlement. Their naval power enabled 
the Portuguefe to poflefs themfelves of that ifland, foon after their 
firft arrival in Hindoftan. Secured by the force which acquired it, 
Bombay had fcarcely any defences but the fea, by which it was fur- 
rounded. Being a part of the portion affigned to the Infanta of 
Portugal, when fhe became Queen of England in 1662, it fell into 
the hands of Charles II. in the end of 1663. That prince, finding 
that it was not worth its expence to the State, transferred it, in fee- 
tail, to the Company, about the year 1669. 

The Englifli, extending their commerce to Bengal, under the pa- 
tronage of Boughton, a furgeon, were permitted, about the year 
1640, to build a kind of factory at Hughley, a port on the weftern 
branch of the Ganges. But fuch was the jealoufy of the Mogul 
Government, that, for the fpace of forty years, the Company were 
only allowed to retain thirty foldiers and an enfign in their pay, to 
do honour to their principal agents. The war kindled by Sir John 
Child, on the coaft of Malabar, extending itfelf to Bengal, the 
Englifti were obliged to quit Hughley ; and, foon after, to retire to 
Madras. Upon the pacification made in 1689, with the Court of 
Delhi, the fadfory was permitted to return, firft to Soota-nutty, and 
afterwards to fettle at the village of Calcutta. Upon an infurredion 
of the Rajahs, on the weftern fide of the river Plughley, in the year 
1 696, the fadory declared for the Mogul Government. The Nabob 
of Bengal ordered them to defend themfelves againft the enemy ; 
and they raifed walls with a few baftions, which they called Fort 
William, in honour of the reigning king. 

Though the French had made a voyage to India in 1601, the fame 
year in which the Englilh firft failed, in the way of commerce, to 
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that country, they were, for more than a century, unfuecefsful In 
almoft all their fchemes. A lively nation, without folidity for trade, 
calculated for fudden exertions, but incapable of perfeverance in one 
determined line of conduft. Perpetually changing the objedt, with- 
out altering their manner, they attempted every thing, and loft all. 
Their voyages to India were remarkable, only for the ftngularity of 
their misfortunes. A company, deftitute of refources as well as po- 
licy at home, vehement and injudicious, though fpirited agents 
abroad ; both ignorant of commerce, and yet too proud to learn. 

Having founded a- kind of fadbry at Surat, they quitted that city 
without any folid reafon, and after making- an unfuccefsful attempt 
on the ifland of Ceylon, eftabliflied themfelves, by accident, at Pon- 
dicherry, about the year 1670, There they carried on a languid 
commerce, under the protection of the Mogul government, till Pon- 
dicherry was taken by the Dutch in 1693. Though the treaty of 
Ryfwick reftored the place, little advantage was derived from it, till 
Cardinal Fleury began to fupport the French' intereft in India, in an 
effectual manner. Under the aufpices-of thatminifter, men of abi- 
lities were appointed to fuperintend the trade, and to increafe the 
power of the India Company. Having fucceeded in the former, 
they became too attentive to the latter ; till, by one of tbofe reverfe's 
of fortune to which fchemes of ambition are often liable, both ob- 
jects were entirely loft. 

To throw complete light on the fubject of this difquifuion, it may 
not be improper to return to events, v?hich, as they are placed far 
back in antiquity, ^re perhaps overlooked, though they deferve to 
be known. Writers, who, by defending the coiidudt of the Com- 
pany, admit that it ftands in need of defence, have recurred to the 
ancient hiftory of India,' for arguments of exculpation. Though 
the fads they have chofen to give, may have carried convidion to 
their own minds, they are too imperfed to guide the judgment of 
the Public, on an, affair, on which the Public ought to decide. 

•t This 
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This defed in the narratives, on which thej’- found their reitfoning, ^ ^ ^ P. 
we fhall endeavour to fupply, with all the concifenefs confiftent with * 

perfpicuity. If they have been miflaken in their premifes, their 
conclufions muft, of courfe, have been wrong. If they have de- 
cided without evidence, the nation will reverfe the judgment. 

A third for plunder and an avidity for power have ever been mo- General ob- 
tives of hoftility and injuftice to avaricious and ambitious men. the rights de- 

rived from 

But, from whatever caufe war may fpring, when it ends in conqueft, conqueft. 
it invefts the vidor with all the property of the vanquilhed*. The 
bed writers on the laws of nature and of nations terminate, at this 
point, their enquiries into the rights, by which monarchs fit on 
thrones, or nations poflefs dominions. To pufli their examination 
further, might judly invalidate every claim of a prince and right of 
a people. Almod every period of antiquity, in every country, 
owes perhaps its being remembered at all to revolutions accomplifhed 
by refentment, ambition, or rapacity. Mankind therefore, being 
either guilty themfelves of this fpecies of injuflice, or deriving be- 
nefits from it, have uniformly acquiefced in the abfolute right, 
which every man, in a folemn v/ar, acquires in the property w^hich 
he takes from the enemy ; and that without rule or meafure f. 

When, therefore, drangers obtain, either by chance or accident, a 
fettlement in any region, they are not to look back either to the 
jufiice or injuRice of that force, which originally defined the ufages, 
or edabliftiCd the government of the country, into whofe bofom 
they are received as fubjeds. 

This was certainly the cafe of the Engliflr Ead-India Company, The Com- 
in thefe two fettlemcnts, the Carnatic and Bengal, in which their 
fervants, aided by the force of the State, have made fo fplendid a 
figure for the nation, at lead fo profitable an adventure for them- 


• .liiflot. JLRcptib. lib. i. cap, 4 
i i'ludoies citat. paffim. 


Xcncrih. cic Inf, Cyr, L Crot* L*b. iiL c. 6, f cl. 5 * 

E 2 felvcs. 


0 



history and management of 


^8 

C H A#. 
II. 


Ancient hiHo* 
ry of India 
involved in 
fable and al- 
legory, 


Origin of 
kingdom of 
Ghizni. 


felves. In both countries, they owned themfelves, and they natu- 
rally were, the fubjeds of the Mogul empire f. They received the 
fhirm'lns of the Emperor, with every eaftern ceremony upon 
various occations they voluntarily proftrated themfelves, and fome- 
times with their hands bound, in the prefence of that monarch, 
with all the humility of eaftern flaves || ; they paid him a yearly 
revenue ; and, to ufe the hyperbolical language of Afia, they “ wor- 
“ fhipped the ftiadow of his greatnefs, in his lieutenants and go- 
“ vernors The Mogul and his officers confidered them, in re- 
turn, in the light of good fubjeds ^ ; and, upon occafions of dif- 
trefs or injuftice, interfered in their favour, and proteded their per- 
fons and property *. To a certain prince, who now complains of 
their injuftice, they exprefled themfelves, about thirty years ago, 
“We are at your fervice, if you can truft us words as expreffive 
of their obedience to him, as they are of doubts concerning iheir 
own fincerity 4- 

Thehiftory of Hindoftan, before the Mahommedans extended their 
invafions to that country, is either involved in fable, or disfigured by 
allegories i which, to their natural obfcurity, have added the difficul- 
ties arifing from a language, little ftudied and lefs underftood. The 
authority of one monarch is faid to have extended itfelf over all 
India, in remote antiquity; but, either through the negligence or 
weaknefs of the princes w'ho reigned, the Governors of the different 
provinces, throwing off their allegiance, affumed the titles as well 
as the independence of fovereigns, about the year 6i8. In this 
fituation they had continued for fome ages, prior to the eftabliffiment 
of a Mahommedan fovereignty at Ghizni, in the mountains to the 
north-weft of the weftern branch of the Indus. This happened 
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about the middle of the tenth century, under Abiftagi, who had re- c h^A P- 
volted from the kingdom of Bochara ; and whofe fucceflbr Subuc- 
tagi became the anceftor of a long line of kings. 

Several Mahommedans had made predatory expeditions into India, 
prior to the foundation of the kingdom of Ghizni ; but Mamood, 
the fon of Subuftagi, was the firft who eftabliflied his authority to retaineJ con- 

^ , quells m In- 

the eaft of the five great rivers, which form the Indus. Mamood dia. ^ 
mounted the throne of Ghizni, in the year of our asra 997. In his 
zeal to propagate the faith of Mahomraed, but, more probably, 
prompted by his avarice, he made many expeditions into India ; and 
having retained the places which he had fubdued, extended his con- 
quefts and dominions to the kingdoms of Ajmere, Guzerat, and to^Guzerat; 
even to a part of Malava. Thirteen princes of the family of Mamood 
inherited his empire, but none of them his talents. Inftead of ex- 
tending, ^hey, at length, loft all their dominions to the petty princes -j-he princes 
of Ghor, who had been their fubjedls ; and who mounted the throne 
of the Mahommedan conquefts in India, in the year 1184. The Ghiznidcs. 
dynafty of Ghor, fubfifting in the perfons and defeendants of the 
adopted flaves of that family, pofleffed the throne, without extend- 
ing their dominions, for the fpace of one hundred and four years 

In the year 1289, Ferofe, the firft of the dynafty of Chilligi, Dynafty of 
having extinguiftied the race of Ghor, obtained the throne of Delhi f. 
Alla-ul-dien, the nephew of this prince, was the firft Mahomme- Aila-ai-dien 
dan, who entered the Decan J. In a predatory expedition, which honfme^r 
he undertook in the year 1293, he furprifed Deogire, afterwards Iratedinw 
called Dowlatabad. The incredible booty w'hich he found in this 

1293, 

place, enabled him, foon after, by the murder of his uncle Ferofe, 
to mount the throne of Delhi ||. Alla-ul-dien held with vigour the 


* Dow’s Hillory of Hindo.lan, voL i. J The general mme given to all thofe pro- 
p. 231* vinces, which are comprehended in the welera 
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feeptre, which he had obtained by injuftice. Having impofed an 
annual tribute on the Rajah of Deogire, which that prince had neg» 
letted to pay, the Emperor ordered an army againft him, in the year 
1305", under the conduit of Malleck CalFoor, who was at once his 
minifeer, favourite, and catamite §. 

Malleck CafFoor having penetrated the mountains of Bucklana, 
entered, and reduced into the form of a province, the country of 
the Marattas ; and proceeding to Deogire, received the fubmiflion of 
the Rajah, whom he carried in triumph to Delhi Purfuing, in 
the enfuing year, his good fortune, he entered the province of Tel- 
lingana, befieged Lidderdeo, the Rajah, in his capital of Arinkil, 
which he took by aflault. The Rajah, driven to extremity, bought 
his peace with three hundred elephants, feven thoufand horfe, and 
money and jewels to a vaft amount, agreeing to pay an annual tri- 
bute to the Empire j". Encouraged by thefe repeated fuccefles, Caf- 
foor, refolving to puCh his conquefts to the foutbern extremity of 
India, marched, in the year 1310, through Tellingana and Golconda, 
paffed the river Criftna, and entered the Carnatic. Having engaged 
and taken in battle Bellal-Deo, Rajah of the Carnatic, he ravaged 
the country, plundered the temples, and, in a mofque, which he 
built, read the Chutba in his mafber’s name, as fovereign of that ex- 
tenfive province. In a fourth expedition, undertaken in the year 
13 1 1, CafFoor feiaed and put to death the refradlory Rajah of Deo- 
girc, ravaged the country of the Marattas, and penetrating to the 
coaft of Malabar, reduced feveral provinces along the flrore of the 
ocean. After this expedition, he took up his refidence at Deogire, 
and, as Nizam or Viceroy of the Decan, raifed the annual tribute 
from the Rajahs of Tellingana, Carnatic, and other conquered pro*. 
vin.ces 1. 
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Malleck CafFoor, upon the death of AUa-ul-dien, having feized ^ 
the throne, was aHaffinated by fome of the officers of the court, and 
Mubaric, the fon of Alla-ul-dien, and the fourth prince of the race throne, 
of Chilligi, mounted the throne"^. During the confufions which 
attended the ufurpation, the reduced princes of the Decan revolted, TheDccan 
under the conduct of Hirpaldeo, the nephew of the Rajah of Deo- 
gii'e. Hirpaldeo being defeated, taken, Head alive, and beheaded 
by Mubaric, the provinces of the South returned to their former 
dependence on the Mahommcdan empire of Delhi -f*. Mubaric, ijis. 
imitating his father, invefted his catamite, Chufero Chan, with the 
enfigns of royalty, and fent him from Dowlatabad, with a part of his 
army, to reduce the provinces on the coaft of Malabar. The im- 
menfe plunder acquired by Chufero, in this expedition, encouraged 
him to afpire to the throne, which, by the murder of Mubaric, the 
iaft of the race of Chilligi, he mounted in the year 1331 ; but, 
after he had reigned five months, he w'as defeated and flain by Ghazi 
Malleck, who became his fucceffor, under the name of Tuglick 


Shaw 

The princes of the Decan, ftill averfe to the yoke of the Ma- 
liommedans, had revolted during the ufurpation of Cluifero ; and 
Tuglick, fooii after his accelfion to the imperial dignity, difpatched 
his eldeft fon, Aligh Chan, to chaftife the infurgents. Aligh Chan, 
though he failed in the firfi: expedition, by the defertion of his 
nobles, returned in the fiiccceding year; and having retaken the 
the capital of Tellingana, reduced the revolted provinces. Having, 
in the year 1326, fucceeded his father Tuglick in the throne, by the 
name of Mahommed, he became a great conqueror. Either in per- 
fon, or by his generals, he fubjedted all thofe vafi provinces, which 
extend from Chittagong, on the eaftern fhore of the bay of Bengal, 
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to the ocean, which wafhes the extenfive coalt of Malabar. Ex- 
tending his conquefls, along the coafl. of Coromandel, he reduced 
the Carnatic to Cape Comorin, the extremity of the Decan; and 
ftretching his authority with his arms from fea to fea, made the 
whole peninfula dependent on the empire of Delhi §. 

Sultan Mahommed, having by his wild fchemes, ambition and 
avarice, created a general difguR:, many of the nobles, whom he 
had left in governments in the Decan, confederating under his 
nephew Kirfliafib, arofe in rebellion. Kirfhafib being defeated 
under the walls of Deogire, by the Emperor in perfon, fled to the 
Rajah of Compala in the Carnatic, who, endeavouring to protect 
the fugitive, was overcome in battle, and taken prifoner by the Im- 
perialifts. Kirfhafib having, in the mean time, made his efcape, threw 
himfelf into the hands ©f Bellaldeo, Rajah of the whole Carnatic. 
That prince, acknowledging his own fubjedlion to the Mahom- 
medan government*, delivered the fugitive to his offended uncle, 
who ordered him to be flead alive, and to be fiiewn, a horrid fpec- 
tacle, all around the city of Deogire. Mahommed, in order to re- 
tain with more eafe his vafl conquefts in the Decan, refolved to 
make Deogire the feat of empire ; and, to people it with the greater 
expedition, he ordered Delhi to be deflroyed, and the inhabitants to 
be carried to his new capital f. 

The prefence of Mahommed in Deogire repreffed, for fome time, 
the fpirit of revolt, which had fo frequently appeared in the Decan. 
But when diflurbances in the North and Eaft, and efpecially a re- 
bellion in Bengal, recalled him from the fouthern provinces, a con- 
fpiracy was formed, by the principal Hindoos, to recover their 
independence, by expelling all the Mahommedans from the Decan. 
Kinfa-naig, the fon of Lidderdeo, the depofed Rajah of Tellingana, 

§ Dow, vol, j, p. 314, 31;. • Ibid, p.319. t Ibid. p. 320, 
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joining with Bellaldeo the tributary prince of the Carnatic, their 
united forces drove, in a few months, the Mahommedans from all 
their conquefts, except Deogire or Dowlatabad f . Sultan Mahom- 
med having determined to reconquer the Decan, in the year 1346, 
divided that vaft country into ihofe four provinces, which became, 
afterwards, four independent Mahommedan fovereignties. Ke 
entered into articles with four governors, v/hom he appointed, and 
provided with armies, that they flrould pay annually into the Im- 
perial treafury, near nine millions of our money j:. The Hindoos, 
either terrified or defeated by the Imperial armies, feem to have 
1‘eturned to their former dependence ; when a fudden revolution 
rendered the Decan entirely independent on the throne of Delhi. 

The Mahommedan princes, who had already reigned over the 
greateft part of India, for more than three centuries, had fupported 
their authority among the natives, by the means of hardy troops, 
called from the provinces beyond the Indus. The chiefs or leaders 
of thofe mercenaries had formerly feized the throne, which they 
had been hired to defend ; or, at leaft, had appropriated to them- 
felves provinces, in the redudion of which they had been employed 
by the court of Delhi. This injuftice, on their part, frequently 
created jealoufy in the mind of the prince whofe pay they received. 
Plots, afiaflinations, and even raaffacres had often been the confe- 
quencc of thofe paffions, when carried to extremes. 

Sultan Mahommed, becoming jealous of his Mogul mercenaries* 
had ordered many of their chiefs to be murdered at a feaft to which 
they had been treacheroufly invited §. Thofe who remained, dread- 
ing the j’ame fate, revolted, furprifed Dov/latabad, and, in the 
year 1347, inverted Ifinael Muchc, one of ihcir chiefs, with the 
enfigns of royalty, under the name of Nafir-ul-dien [j. This new 

This {Ijcni': to haiebfen lie ;'/jieral nrmc % To*/, vol. i. 
of a'! tlic Huj of the f llic*. p. 3^0* 
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monarch was, foon after, defeated in battle, and befieged in Dowla- 
tabad, by Sultan Mahommed. A rebellion in Guzerat having cal ed 
the Emperor to that province, the vanquiflied Moguls affemhled 
under Haffen Caco Bernini, defeated the Imperialifts who befieged 
Dowlatabad, and drove them towards Malava. Haifen Caco, under, 
the title of Alla-ul-dien, alTumed the royal enfigns, which had been 
refigned, in his favour, by Nafir-ul-dien. Whilft Sultan Mahom- 
med was meditating an expedition againft the rebels, he died, on his. 

march to Tatta on the banks of the Indus, in 1352 

Ferofe Shaw, who fucceedcd his uncle Mahommed in the throne 
of Delhi, was a good and humane man, but a weak prince. More 
attentive to the improvement of the dominions, which he poffefled,. 
than to the recovery of thofe, which his predeceffbrs had loft, he. 
emancipated, by a formal treaty, both the Decan and Bengal, from 
the government of the empire; upon condition of their paying 
fmall annual tribute. The debility of Ferofe defcended to his pofte- 
rity and fucceffors, who were engaged in a -civil war, which had' 
fprung from a difputed fucceffion, when, in 1397, Timur §, by an, 
invafion of Hindoftan, broke entirely the power of an empire al- 
ready mutilated and divided. In Mamood, who then poflfeffed the 
Imperial title, but no authority, the dominion of the race of Tuglick 
Shaw expired. The family of Beloli Lodi, a noble Afgan, obtained 
the throne of Delhi in 1450. which they held for feventy-five 
years • till by the defeat and death of Ibrahim, the third of the race, 
the er^pire was transferred to the Moguls, in the perfon ofthe greaf 

Sultan Baber, lineally defcended from Timur* ^ . 

Sultan Baber found too much employment, in fettling the domi- 
nions, which Ve bad wrefted from the -family of Lodi, to avail him- 
felf of the ancient claims, of. the empire, on the revolted provinces. 


J Dow, voL t. p. 336. 
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Dying in tbe prime of lifcj in 1530, he was fucceeded in the throne, 
but not in his good fortune, by his fon Humaioon j who, after a 
troublefome and difaftrous reign of twelve years, was expelled from 
his dominions by Shere Shaw, an Afgan, who ufurped the throne. 
Humaioon, after an exile of twelve years, returned to Hindoftan 
with an army ; and, having come to battle with Seconder Shaw, the 
lafl; Patan poffeffor of the throne of Delhi, transferred the govern- 
ment, a fecond time, to the houfe of Timur. But dying by a fall 
in the following year, he left the yet unfettled empire to his fon 
•Ackbar, ..whd was ftill a youth •f*- 

Though Ackbar, whether we regard his charader or his good 
fortune, was one of the greateft princes who ever fat on the throne 
of Hindoftan ; he negleded, for many years, to revive the preten- 
fions of the empire, to the kingdoms of the Decan. 

• The internal hiftory of thofe extenfive countries, which form the 
peninfula of India within the Ganges, ftill remains involved in the 
obfcurity of an unknown tongue. The eminent writer ij:, who has 
favoured the public with the hiftory of the empire of Delhi, had alfo 
an intention of tranflating, from the Perfian language, that of the 
Mahommedan fovereignties of the Decan. But other purfuits hav- 
ing prevented the execution of his defign, we muft content our- 
felves with the few lights which are thrown on this fubjed, by its 
connedion with the affairs of the Moguls. The information of 
travellers, whether they only vifited the coafts, or even penetrated 
the country, gives little fatisfadion w'ith regard to fuch revolutions 
as happened in former ages. Though worthy of credit in their 
narrative of tranfadions which fell within the circle of their perfonal 
knowledge, they lofe ihemfeives in uncertainty and fable when they 
recur to ancient times. Where the great line of fads is afcertained 
by domcftic hiftory, we may fafcly rely on their fidelity relative to 

j Colonel Dow. 
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C H A P. circumftances ; but when we find them without a guide, we are in 
. I danger of being led into a region of clouds and darknefs. 

^ In the reign of Ackbar, the conquefts of the Mahommedans in 

medan prin- Dccan, wctc found to have been divided into four principalities, 
the^Dewn! under the pofterity of the Moguls, who had revolted from the 
empire of Delhi, about the middle of the fourteenth century. Thefe 
were the kingdoms of Chandez, Berar, Golconda, and Bi]apour§ ; 
Ghandez. the latter known in Europe by the name of Vifiapour. Chandez, 
the capital of which was called Barhanpour, comprehended ^ the 
extenfive countries lying between the mountains near the Nirbidda 
Berar. and the fprings of the Ganga. Berar, whofe chief- town was Ah- 

mednagur, lay between the Ganga and the Soan ; and the domi- 
Bijapour. nions of the king of Bijapour, who refided in a city of the fatne 
name, feem to have extended themfelves from the fources of the 
Criftna, to the fouthern extremity of the kingdom of Myfore. The 
Golconda. territories of the king of Golconda, beginning, on the Eaft and North,. 

on the banks of the Gandevari and Ganga, comprehended the whole 
coaft, from Oriffa to Cape Comorin; being feparated, on the Weft, 
from the kingdom of Bijapour, by the vaft mountains of Gata, 
which divide the coaft of Coromandel from that of Malabar. ^ 
Conftitmion The authority, which thofe princes exercifed over the terntones, 
SrnmLr which they affeded to comprehend within dieir refpeaive king- 
doms, feems to have been various, both in its kind and degree. 
Contrary to the ufages of other Mahommedans, they permitted ho- 
nours, governments, and real property to defcend, m regular foc- 
ceffion, from father tofon. Thofe hereditary chieftains, though they 
owned themfelves fubjeds, executed all the fundions of fovereignty, 
within their governments. They fortified their places of refi- 
dence againft the tyranny of their prince, as well as againft the 
injuftice of neighbours ; and they not only made war upon one aur 

§ Dow, vol. ii. p. 284. 
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other, but frequently took up arms againft their fovereign. They 
were bound by their tenures to give an annual tribute to fupport his ' ^ ' 

dignity ; but the regularity of the payments depended on his power 
to enforce them. The rights of the Mahommedans, in fhort, dif- 
fered in nothing from thofe claimed by the hereditary Rajahs; who» 
upon agreeing to perform military fervice, and to pay an annual tri- 
bute, were left in the management of their refpedtive dominions. 

As long as they performed the conditions of their dependence, the 
prince never interfered with the internal management of their coun- 
tries ; but when they failed in their duty, and he found himfdf 
poffeffed of power fufficient to enforce his authority, either he ftrlpt 
them entirely of their territories, or made them pay feverely for 
their refradtory condudt. 

To thefe difadvantages at home, were added perpetual fears from Their 
abroad. The empire of Delhi had never relinquiflied its preten- claims of the 
fionstothe fovereignty of the Decan; and nothing had hitherto 
prevented its enforcing its claims, but the want of power. The 
martial charaaer of Ackbar had impreffed with fuch terror the 
mind of Mubarick Shaw, king of Chandez, that in the year 1563 
he paid homage at Mendu, the capital of Malava, which the emperor 
had juft reduced into the form of a province'*. Though Ackbar 
always viewed the Decan “ with an eye of conqueft,” an opportu- 
nity for hoftilities did not offer itfelf for more than twenty years. 

In 1 58 5, the brother of Murtiza Nizam, king of Golconda, liying 
to Agra, prevailed upon the emperor to order the hlogul governor 
of Malava to invade the Decan ; but the princes of that country 
joining in confederacy againft :he invadeis, the imperialifts were 
obliged to retreat f. In the year ^5 . the emperai’ ddpatched am- 

baffadors to the four ftates of k.e iJecan, Icis to gain their fivour 
than to learn their weaknefs;". , •..'vl './.'rr'e, hoia their espeded 
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refufal of demandsj which could not be granted^ a pretence for 
war. 

The favourable opportunity fo long fought by Ackbar, prefented 
itfelf in the year 1593. A difputed fucceffion had kindled a civil 
war'in the kingdom of Berar, and one party applied for aid to the 
Mogul. A numerous army laid fiege to Ahmednagur, the capital, 
^5955 views of the emperor were, for this lime, fruf- 

trated by powerful fuccours fent to the befieged, by the other princes 
of the Decan. In the year 1600, Ackbar having taken Ahmedna- 
gur, the capital of Berar, by his generals, and Afere, in the do- 
minion of Chandez, in perfon, both kingdoms were reduced into 
the form of provinces $. Ibrahim Adil, king of Bijapour, terrified 
by the fuccefs and vicinity of the Moguls, folicited peace, paid ho- 
mage, and fubjeded himfelf to an annual tribute to the empire § j 
upon which Ackbar annexed his conquefls, in the Decan, to his 
other royal titles, in a proclamation. 

The emperor Ackbar dying in 1605, was fucceeded in the throne 
of the Moguls', by his only furviving fon Sultan Selim, who af- 
fumed, upon his accefiion, the name of Je hang ire. During the 
firft fix years of the reign of this prince, the conquefls of his fa- 
ther in the Decan remained undifturbed and confirmed in his hands. 
In 16 1 1, Amar Sinka, chief of the Marattas, diftinguifhed by the 
title of Rana, fetting fuddenly on the Imperial troops in the pro- 
vince of Chandez, defeated them H ; and aij army fent againft him, 
under Sultan Purvez the emperor’s fecond fon, retreated on account 
of diffenfions among the nobles. Jehangire, alarmed at the pro- 
grefs of the Rana, moved the Imperial flandard towards Ajmere, 
difpatched the famous Mohamet Chan to command the army, and, 
after him, his third fon Sultan Churrum, known better by the name 
of Shaw Jehan, That prince entered the mountains, defeated the 

J Dow, vol. ii. p. 296. § Ibid. | Dow, vol. iii. p. 39. 
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Rana, in fome indecifive fkirmiflies, took his capital, forced him to ^ 
throw himfelf at his feet, and impofed upon him an annual tri- v- — 
bute*. Five years after this pacification, Shaw Jehan had the good i 6 i 6 . 

• • *1 • i-i'i-r' 1 • riTv 1 Princes of the 

fortune to intimidate into fubmimon the princes or the Decan, who Decan engage 
had confederated againft the empire. Some of thofe princes attend- ^ 
ed him to the prefence of the emperor, and agreed to pay a fettled 
tribute for the future -{*. In the year 1620, the kings of Golconda 
and" Biiapour refufing to pay the ftipulated Peiflicufh, were again the treaty, are 

rr<iTi 4 -i. againreduced. 

reduced to their dependence, by the arms of Shaw Jehan who 
forced them to pay the arrears of their tribute, which was fettled at 
the annual fum of fifty-five lacks of rupees §. 

Shaw Jehan, encouraged by his fuccefs in the Decan, rebelled 1623. 

1 c j Shaw Jehan 

againft his father ; but being defeated by that pnnee, and afterwards rebels, 
by his elder brother, Sultan Purvez, he retired into the mountains of Being defer-t- 
Ballagat, under the proteflioa of his former enemies, particularly theDeca^. 
the Ranat-J{, Driven to extremity by his bad fortune, he folicited 
and obtained pardon fromjehangire ; but he chofe to remain in the 
countries where he had taken refuge, till the death of his father 
delivered him, from his fears and placed him on the throne. During 
the latter years of the emperor Jehangire, the princes of the Decan, 
though impatient of their dependence on the court of Delhi, were 
reftrained from hoftilities, by the reputation of thofe generals, whom 
the Moguls employed in the conquered kingdoms of Berar and 
Chandez. 

Shaw Jehan, having obtained the throne of Hindoftan foon after 
the death of his father in i6a8, became a great prince. His jea- 
loufy of Chan Jehan Lodi, one of his principal Omrahs, who was 
defeended from the Patan family, who formerly poffelfed the empire 
of Delhi, became the fource of a new war in the Decan. Lodi, 0===’?°"* ** 

’ ' war la toe 
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having taken refuge in Dowlatabad, had the addrefs to unite, in one 
confederacy, againft the empire, Adil Shaw king of Bijapour, Ni- 
zam Shaw fovereign of Golconda, and Chuttub ul Dien, who ftyled 
himfelf prince of Hydrabad and Tellingana. Shaw Jehan marched 
from Agra on the fourth of February 1631, with 300,000 men; 
and having arrived at the capital of the province of Chandez, 
he detached armies into the dominions of the confederates. Not- 
withftanding the activity and abilities of Lodi, who commanded the 
forces of the allies, they found themfelves incapable of refifting the 
great force of the enemy. Inftead of oppofing that force in the 
field, they fhut themfelves up in their fortreffes. Shaw Jehan laid 
wafte the country ; and a dreadful famine was added to the cala- 
mities of war. The vizier Afiph Jah, having ravaged with fire and 
fword the kingdom of Bijapour, the fovereign of that country came 
into terms, when nothing worthy of defence was left. The kings 
of Golconda and Tellingana fued for peace, in the fame fubmilfive 
■terms. A peace was granted, upon their paying large fums of mo- 
ney, with an annual tribute; the emperor keeping, by way of fe- 
curity, pofleffion of fuch forts as had fallen into his hands *. 

Notwithftanding this pacification, the war was renewed in the 
year 1633 by the Imperialifts, under the condud of Mohabet Chan, 
governor of Chandez; who, leading an army into Golconda, took 
the impregnable city of Dowlatabad, by the treachery of its gover- 
nor, the fob of Malleck Amber, who had fo often fignalized him- 
felf againft the Moguls. The old king of Golconda was dead; an 
infant had fucceeded to the throne, and he was fent in triumph to 
Agra, whilft his dominions were reduced into the form of a pro- 
vince, and annexed to the empire f. The further progrefs of Mo- 
habet, who -had refolved to invade the dominions of Tellingana, wajs 

* Tow, V0I* lib 14''. et paflinj. t F* ^^ 9 " 
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checked by the jealoufy of Sultan Suja, the emperor’s fecond fon, ^ H^a p. 
who had joined the army 

16^6. 

In 1636 Shaw Jehan, having formed a refolution to reduce en- shawjehm 
tirely the Mahommedan fovereignties of the Decan, marched from conquer the 
Agra, on the firft of October ; but he did not arrive at Dowlatabad 
till the latter end of the rainy feafon of 1637. His forces were fo 1637- 

numerous that he divided them into twelve armies, which he fent, 
under twelve leaders, into the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. He ravages 
War was, at once, in all parts of the dominions of the two kings. xeiHngLT. 
The open country was fubmitted to fire and fword ; the garrifons 
which refifted were cut off to a man. One hundred and fifteen 
towns and caftles were deftroyed in the fpace of one year. The 
confederates, driven to extremity, implored for peace, which was 
granted upon terms fuitable to the neceffity of their condition. They 
were re-eftablifhed by commiffions from the emperor, as hereditary made heredi- 
governord of . their oWn dominions, upon agreeing to give an enor- 
mous annual tribute; the firft payment to be made at the figning of 
the treaty. They were, befides, to acknowledge the emperor and 
his fucceflbrs, lords paramount of their countries ; and to defign itives the 

il2.V€S of tll6 

themfelves, in all their public deeds the humble flaves of the empire, 
empire of the Moguls. 

To awe the tributaries into an obfervance of the treaty, Shaw The emperor 
Jehan occupied with garrifons all the places, which he had taken in had* 
Tellingana and Bijapour. Several years of tranquillity fucceeded a ‘®*^*”* 
war, which had effectually broken the fpirit of the vanquifhed. The 
tribute, which they had undertaken to pay, and which they durft 
not evade, lay heavy upon their finances. They refolved, there- to fupplytli® 
fore, to fearch for refources beyond the limits of their immediate by the war. 
dominions, and to extort from their -tributaries thofe firms which 
they were obliged to pay to the empire f. The moft wealthy, and 
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C H A P. confequently the uioft powerful, of thofe tributaries was the Rajah 

, the Carnatic; a country then better known by the name of Bigen- 
agur. The Rajah had furnifhed a pretence for war, by refufmg or 

Gocondare- to fend, as tributary, the ftipulated fuccours, upon the 

ftUVC to SttdCl-v oO '*'« 

the C-ainadc. requifition of the king of Bijapour, when the emperor ohaw Jenan 
invaded his dominions *. 

Andcnt hif- explain this fubjedt, it is neceflary to recur to a period of 

more remote antiquity. When the Mahommedans penetrated into 
the Carnatic, under the condua of Malleck Caffoor, in the year 
13 lot, Bellaldeo, king of that country, was fovereign of the king- 
doms of Canara, My fore, and Travancore, together with Tanjore, 
Marava, and Madura $. To fecure his wealth and family in the 
mountains, whilft he oppofed the Mahommedans in the plain 
country, he built the city of Bigenagur §, about a hundred and 
eighty geometrical miles to the fouth-eaft from Goa | 1 . 
depend. The new city, becoming the capital, communicated its name to 

Mahommc- *6 dominions of Bellaldeo ; which, for fome centuries, were diftm- 
dans, guifhed by the title of the empire of Bigenagur. When the Decan 

-was loft to the crown of Delhi in 1347. the dependence of the tri- 
butary Rajahs paffed to the new fovereignties, ereded by the Mogul 
mercenaries, who had revolted. The intermediate hiftory of the 
Carnatic, between the revolt and the middle of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, is involved in darknefs, which has not hitherto been pene- 
Attackedbjr mated. In the year 1565, Bigenagur was attacked, by the united 
tcSfhe force of the four Mahomrpedan princes of the Decan f. Haying 
defeated the king in battle, they entered and plundered his capital ; 
and though they did not retain their conquefts, the diftradtions 
The kingdom which followed their vidory broke the empire to pieces, and di- 
vided the country among many chiefs, who affumed the indepen- 
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dicncc of fbvereigns But notwithftanding this temporary diffolu* 
tion of the empire, all its provinces feem to have been united under 
one king in Phis prince, whom we only know by the disfi- 

gured name of Wentakapatr, kept his court at Kande-Gheri f, 
three miles from the famous Pagoda at Tripeti, and fifty-three to 
the north-eaft of Arcot. His anceftors were faid to have compre- 
hended within their dominions all the countries from- Goa to Cape 
Comorin j but it appears that, lately, the Naigs of Travancore, Ma- 
dura, *1 anjore, and Gingee, had thrown off the yoke of th^ir fo- 
vereign, the king of the Carnatic J. 

Nothing of importance is recorded concerning the Carnatic from 
this period forward, till its entire conqueft by the Mahommedans, 
about the middle of the feventeenth century. The kings of Bija- 
pour and Golconda, offended with the Rajah for refufing fuccours 
againft Shaw Jehan, and defirous to- fupply the wafte made by the 
war. in their own treafures by the wealth of the Carnatic, invaded 
that country with all their farces. The king of Bijapour, having 
entered it through the mountains, feized Velore, which was then 
the capital*, and having taken Gingee and ■ feveral other places of 
ftrength, penetrated as far as Porto-Novo and the cape of Negapa- 
tam. The famous Amir Jumla, who made afterwards fo great a 
figure under the emperor Aurungzebe, led the troops of Golconda, 
and feized the provinces along the coaft of Coromandel. The war 
began in 1650, and laded fix years, before the Mahommedans re- 
duced the Carnatic and its dependencies, with all their ftrong for- 
treffes, into the form of a province. 

In his expedition into the Carnatic, and the conqueft of that 
country, Amir Jumla acquired much wealth for his mafter, but 
more for himfelf. Cuttub, wifliing to poffefs a larger portion of 

^ Caefar Fredericks Voy. apud Purchas, Letters, p. 77c — 836. 
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the fpoil, had raifed the fears of Jumla, who prudently gained the 
friendfhip and claimed the protedion of Aurungzebe, who com- 
manded for his father Shaw Jehan in the neighbouring countries. 
When Jumla withdrew himfelf from the fervice of Cuttub, that 
prince imprifoned his fon, as the heft hoftage for his father’s return. 
The influence of Jumla turned the arms of the Moguls againft his 
old mafter. Mahommed, the eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, was en- 
trufted with the management of this war ; a brave, a haughty, and 
an obftinate youth, not to be fwayed from his purpofe, either by 
aro-ument or fear. He entered the dominions of Cuttub, who in- 
ftantly paid the arrears of his tribute, and releafed the fon of Jumla ; 
but the wealth of that lord he ftill retained. Mahommed ftormed 
Hydrabad. He defeated Cuttub before the old city of Golconda. 
Cuttub threw himfelf in vain at the feet of the viftor, till he pro- 
duced his daughter Rizia. Her beauty foftened the rigour of Ma- 
hommed ; and a peace was concluded which fcarce left any thing 
but the title of prince to the unfortunate Cuttub *. 

Whilft the fovereign of Tellingana was reduced to this abjed con- 
dition, a fimilar fate hovered over the head of the king of Bijapour. 
Upon’the death of Adil Shaw, his fon, without afking the permif- 
miflion of his lord paramount, mounted his father’s throne. This 
condua was highly refented by Shaw Jehan, who confidered Bija- 
pour as an appendage of his empire. Jumla, who had been appoint- 
ed vifier, was ordered with an army to depofe the fon of Adil. Au- 
rungzebe, who commanded in the province of Chandez, joined the 
vifier with his forces. That prince took the ftrong city of Bider 
by alfault, where he found all the wealth of Bijapour. He de- 
feated the young king before Kilburga; he befieged and took the 
place by aflault. The young king threw himfelf at the feet of the 
vidor, who permitted him to remain governor of his own domi- 


^ Dow, vol. iiu p* 205—206. 
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nions, upon paying the expences of the war, together with a fettled CHAP, 
annual tribute, amounting to 1,875,000!. of our money; and, to v— 
fecure the allegiance and tribute of Bijapour, Mogul garrifons were 
placed in all the ftrong places within the kingdom Aurungzebe 
had fettled the affairs of the Decan with fuch prudence and ability 
that the fouthern provinces remained quiet under the government of 
his fecond fon Mahommed Mauzim, during the civil wars, which 
ended in placing him on the ^throne of the Moguls. 

At this period of the hiftory of the Decan, we are left to wander 

. - . . , Wretched 

Without a guide, or to the uncertain light furnifhed by travellers, ^ 

who had neither leifure, nor, perhaps, abilities to inquire into paft TdlingMa. 
revolutions. The peace concluded with Mahommed, the fon of 
Aurungzebe, in 1656, had been fo humiliating and unfavourable 
to the kingdom of Tellingana, that the monarch was ftnpt of au- 
thority in his own dominions, and his country expofed to invafion. authority* 
The ambaffadbi: 6f Abftingzebe, at the cdurt of Lis tributary, af- 1667. 
fumed the ftate, and pofTeffed the power of a fovereign. He com- 
manded, threatened, inflided punifhments, gave pafs-ports, without every th^* 
either meafure or fear of controul. The fpirits of Cuttub having 
fallen with the lofs of his authority, he abandoned the reins of go- Tie king 
vernment, and fhut himfelf up in his palace ; being unwilling to rd^st’fgo!’* 
expofe to public view that wretched figure, a king deprived of all 
influence and power. This feclufion of the monarch brought dif- 
trefs upon his people. The tyranny of the nobles was without Diftrefs of the 
controul ; the additional imports, on account of the heavy tribute to 
the Mogul, the difadvantages of a government which oppreffed, 
without being able to proted, the fubjed, had rendered the people They wiih for 
melancholy and difcontented, “ breathing after nothing but 
juft, at Icaft firm and equal government of Aurungzebe f.” The Bjap win 
kingdom of Bijapour had been reduced to the fame wretched rtate 

w t etched cou« 
dition. 

f Beniicrt^s Hill, of die Mogul Empire, p. 6c. 
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of dependence in the year 1657, retaining nothing but the name of 
a ftate; its ftrong -holds in the poffeffion of the Moguls; and the 
country, befides the ufual revenue paid to its prince, groaning under 
a tribute of near two millions fterling, no part of which ever re- 
turned- 

In 1667, Adil^, the king of Bijapour, made a feeble effort to 
extricate himfelf from the yoke of the Moguls, and the unfupport- 
able tribute which he paid. Defeated in the field, and befieged la 
his capital by Dil^re Chan the Imperial general, he was on the 
point of furrendering, when the jealoufy which Shaw Allum, the 
eldeft fon of Aurungzebe, entertained againft Dilere, faved the 
unfortunate Adil, for the time, from deftruaion f. But the peace 
which fucceeded threw him back into his former intolerable condi- 
tion, under which his kingdom languifhed, till it was relieved, 
near twenty years after, by an abfolute conqueft. Aurungzebe, 
more to keep his army in adion, than on account of any frefli efforts 
made by the wretched Adil, to render himfelf free, deprived him, m 
the year i68d, of the fhadow of fovereignty which he had left him 
near thirty years before. Golconda fhared the fame fate in 1687. 
Both kings being brought prifoners to. the Imperial camp, theif 
kingdoms were annexed, as provinces, to the empire. 


• This was the general name of the whole Mahommedan race, who reigned at Bijapour., 
t Dow, vol. iii. p. 3®S> 3®^* 
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CHAP. III. 

A Summary of the Hijiory of the Carnatic and its De- 
pendencies y from ^^686 to 1756. 


A|"^HE conqueft of the kingdoms of Bijapour and Golconda, to- 
gether with their dependencies, invefted Aurungzebe with the 
fovereignty of the whole peninfula, as far as Cape Comorin; fo that 
his empire had no other boundary, but the ocean, towards the 
fouth. The petty ftates and provinces of the Decan were either 
tributary or fubje<f3: to one or other of thole kings, whom he had 
fubdued * ; and, by the right of abfolute conqueft, he became the 
heir of the allegiance of their dependents and fubjeds. There were 
fome Rajahs, in the vaft mountains, which feparate the two coafts, 
who Bill governed their own people f; yet it is doubtful, whether 
they owed their fecurity more to the inacceffiblenefs, than to the 
poverty of their dominions. The princes, who poffeffed the plain 
country, had been greater objeds of plunder, and had lefs the 
means of defence. Where they happened to be near the feat of the 
governments eftabliflied by the conquerors, they were fometimes de- 
prived of all authority in their dominions, which were reduced to 
the form of provinces. Where they lay at a diftance, they were 
permitted to govern their people, upon paying a fettled tribute, 
performing military fervice, and owning themfelves, in all public 
deeds, dependents and fubjeds. 

• Harris, p. 65c. t IWd. 
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During the remaining part of the reign of Aurungzebe, the 
Decan enjoyed its proportion of that regular and firm government, 
which the great talents and authority of that prince had eftabliflied, 
m his estenfive dominions. He feems to have pafled the greatefi 
portion of his time, within the limits or on the frontiers of his new 
conquefts ; and, from a jealoufy of the ambition of his fons, to have 
fpent his old age in the field. On the 21ft of February 1707, he 
died at Ahmednagur, in the province of Dowlatabad, after he had 
lived ninety and reigned fifty lunar years. Imitating the Mahom- 
medan kings of Golconda, who, laying claim to the fovereignty of 
all the Decan, had affumed the title of Nizam-ul-Muluch, or 
‘‘ Regulators of the Country," he dignified his governor- general of 
the iouthern provinces with that pompous name ; and his youngeft 
Ion Mahommed Cambuckfli appears to have enjoyed it at his death. 

The death of Aurungzebe opened a frefli feene of conteft for the 
throne of the Moguls. His eldeft fon, Mahommed Mauzim, then 
between^ fqventy and eighty years of age, having defeated Azim 
Shaw the fecond fon, who was fixty-feven, affumed the imperial 
dignity, under the title of Bahdder Shaw Soon 'after the accef- 
fion of this piince, he marched to the Decan j and defeating his 
youngeft brother, who had a<fted as Nizam or governor general of 
that country, took him prifoner in Hydrabad, where he died of his 
wounds. 

Upon the death of Eahader Shaw in the year 1712, his eldeft 
fon, Jehandar Shaw, having, by the aid of Zulfukar Chan, overcome 
his brothers, mounted the- throne. But, being murdered by the famous 
Seids, within the year, be was fucceeded by his nephew, the fon of 
Azim-ul-Shaw, who affqmed the title of Mahommed Ferochfere. In 
the reign of this prince, Cutulich Chan, better known to Europeans 
by the title of his office, the Nizam, feems to have obtained the Sa- 


J Geaiellij p. 220. Dow’s Hiftory of the Decline of the Moguls. 
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bahfhip of the Decan, upon the death or removal of Daood Chan ; ^ 

and this government, or rather fovereignty, he held for more than < 

thirty years. Ferochfere, after a reign of fix years, being confined 
and murdered by the brothers, who had raifed him to the throne, 
was fucceffively followed by two other unfortunate princes of the 
race of Aurungzebe §. The firft of thefe had fcarcely tailed of 
royalty, before he fell a facrifice to the jealoufy and ambition of the 
fa£lion, who had placed him on the throne ; and the fecond may, 
perhaps, be faid to have only efcaped the hands of the affaffin, by 
dying a natural death, a few days after his acceffion f* 

Mahommed, the fon of Jchan Shaw, grandfon of Bahader Shaw, 171s. 
and great-grandfon of Aurungzebe, mounted the throne of Delhi, 
in the year 1718. Having cut off the two Seids, who had raifed^ 
dethroned, and murdered fo many princes, inftead of endeavouring 
to reftore the vigopr, which the empire had loft, he refigned himfelf Hisindo- 
to indolence and the enervating pleafures of the Haram. An unfet- 
tied fucceffion, and the confufions arifing from fo many revolutions, Thcconfu- 
encouraged the Nabobs of the remote provinces to pay little atten- f°g ^“01"“.” 
tion to the mandates of a government, which pofieffed neither 
fteadinefs nor ftrength to enforce its own commands. The moft vernorsof 

^ ^ , provinces to 

powerful, the moft artful, and, perhaps, the moft ambitious of thofe lender them- 
governors, was the Nizam, who had, for feveral years, commanded pendent; 
all the provinces of the Decan. Being fenfible of the debility of the fhe nS of 
empire, he maintained a great ftanding army, under pretence of Decan. 
awing the Marattas ; but his real defign feems to have been, to 
found an independent kingdom for himfelf, in the fouthern pro- 
vinces, after the example of Haffen Caco Bernini, who mounted a 
throne at Kilburga, in 1347 

§ RaflVili-ul-Dnjat and Raffe;h-u!-DowIat. i Dow’s Decline of the Mo£,il Empire, p. 4. 

j Dow’s Decline of the Mogul Empire, p. 7. 
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The Nizam, though bent upon royalty, was too prudent to break 
forth into open rebellion, till time and circumftances fhould render 
the power of the declining empire ftill lefs formidable. He, there- 
fore, preferred art t© force. Having failed in his fchemes of be- 
coming foie mlnifter to Mahommed, he invited the famous Nadir 
Shaw to Hindoftan. The misfortunes, diftreffes, and calamities-, 
which that fierce invader brought upon an empire already haftening 
to its decline, are foreign to the purpofe of the prefent difquifition. 
The artifice of the Nizam fucceeded to the utmoft extent of his de- 
fign. When Nadir Shaw evacuated Hindoftan, the management of 
affairs fell entirely into his hands. He nominated his creatures to 
the governments of the various provinces. He continued the Vizir,, 
as he was conneded with his family by double ties of affinity ; and 
he raifed his own fon, Ghazi-ul-dien Chan, whom he had left in the 
government of the Decan, to the office of captain-general of the 
Imperial armies. Without the name, he poffefied the power of king, 
whilft the indolent Mahommed languiffied under the faded enfigns 
of defpifed royalty *. 

Whilft the Nizam carried every thing before him at- Delhi, fome . 
revolutions in the Carnatic, which had partly fprung from his own 
intrigues, turned his eyes towards his government, on which that 
province of the empire was immediately dependent. To explain the 
caufes of thofe revolutions, which formed the foundation of the 
power and influence of the Britifti nation in Hindoftan, we muft re- 
cur to fads, further back in point of time, than fome of thofe al- 
ready related. 

The Nizam or Viceroy of the Decan, being accountable to the 
empire for the whole government of that extenfive country, was in- 
vefted with a power of appointing deputies in the various provinces. 

^ Dow’s Decline, paffim* 
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It appears, however, that Aurungzebe had retained, during his reign, ^ ^ ^ p. 
that prerogative in his own hands, with refped to the Carnatic, s— — 

The firft Nabob he appointed was Zulfukar Chan, who afterwards 
obtained the high office of Buckffii, or payraafter-general of the 
forces, under the Emperor Bahader Shaw. Zulfukar was fuccecded 
in the government of the Carnatic by Daood Chan. In the year 
1710, Sadatulla Chan obtained the Nabobfhip, which he held, with 
reputation, till his death in 1732 f. Having no iffue male, he 
adopted the two fons of his brother ; Dooft Ali, who fucceeded him 
in the Nabobfhip ; and Bakir Ali, whom he had appointed to the 
government of Velore, which had been the capital, when the pro- 
vince was conquered by the kings of Bijapour and Golconda. When 
Dooft Ali acceded to the government, upon the death of his uncle 
Sadatulla, his fon Sipadar Ali was arrived at man’s eftate j and, to 
ftrengthen the ties of blood by thofe of affinity, he gave one of his 
daughters iw Jiis nephew, Mortaz Ali, the fon of Bakir Alt j and 
another to Chunder^Saheb, a near but more diftant relation. 

In the Carnatic, as well as in every province of the Mogul empire, Some Gentoo 

til-* rrrr • • /=• chiefs left in 

the conquerors had lett, in poueffion of their territories, feveral Ra- pofTeffion of 
jahs and petty chiefs, who, upon paying an annual tribute, and temtoies, 
owning themfelves fubjeds, were permitted, not only to govern 
their people, but even to entertain a ftanding force, to add authority 
and dignity to their government. The moft confiderable of thofe 
dependent chieftains, were the Rajahs, or rather the Naigs of 
Tritchinopoly and Tanjore. The chief of the former dying in the Triechino- 
year 1736, a difpute arofe about the fucceffion; and, to fettle it, and^iu ntrivu 
the Nabob fent an army, under the condud of his fon Sipadar exdnguTftel 
Ali, and his fon-in-law and relation Chunder Saib. The latter, 
having feized the capital by a ftratagem, extinguifhed the power of 
the natives ; and, having affiimed the government in his own per- 

Salb« 


f Orme, voL i, p. 37. 


^ Epiil. de Reb. Japan. & Indie, ab Hayo colleQ:. p* 774. — 803. 
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fon, but in the name of the Nabob, fortified hinifelf againft the 
power of a mafter, whofe authority he ftill pretended to own f. 

Things remained in a Rate of tranquillity, for three years j but 
in 1740, new and dangerous enemies appeared upon the frontiers of 
the Carnatic. Thefe were the Marattas, being privately urged againft 
Dooft All by the Nizam, whom the troubles of the empire and an 
attention to the prefervation of the power, which he had acquired in 
the management of affairs, had detained, for feveral years, at Delhi. 
Dooft All, endeavouring to oppofe the enemy in the paffes of Da- 
mal-cherri, was defeated and flain, together with his fon Haffen- 
Ali. The eldeft fon of the Nabob, Sipadar Ali, who had not been 
prefent in the adiion, retired to Vellore j and Chunder Saib, who 
had entertained hopes of the government, fliut himfelf up in Trit- 
chinopoly. The enemy ravaged the country, without controul ; 
till they were bribed to retreat by Sipadar Ali, with the promife of 
one hundred lacks, to be paid at ftated times. As a fecurity for the 
payment of this enormous fum, it was privately ftipulated, that they 
fhould be put in poffeflion of the fort and territory of Tritchino- 
poly, which Chunder-Saib then held, as a kind of property J. 

Six months after their retreat, the Marattas returned to the Car- 
natic, in confequence of the private article in the treaty with Sipa— 
dar Ali, which had ceded to them Tritchinopoly. Chunder- 
Saib, having fuftained a fiege of three months, was obliged to fur- 
render at difcretlon, on the 26th of March 174^* Sipadar Ali, in 
dread of the Nizam, the determined enemy of all authority affumed 
without his. confent, took up his refidence at Vellore, then poffeffed 
by his coufin Mortaz Ali, as the heir of his father Bakir Ali. The- 
Nabobj by affeSing Mortaz Ali, with a part of the ranfom due to 
the Marattas’, had imprudently alarmed the avarice and rouzed the 
refentment of that, profligate man. The confequence was, that on 

t Orme, vo’. i. p. ^8. t Dow’s Decline of the Moguls, p. 31. 
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the 2d of October 1742, the unfortunate Sipadar Ali was affaffi- 
nated, by the procurement of Mortaz Ali, who proclaimed himfelf 
Nabob of the Carnatic. But a general mutiny arifing, the murderer 
was obliged to fly, in a female drefs ; and Mahommed, the fon of 
Sipadar Ali, though ftill an infant, was raifed to the governmentf. 

The Nizam, roufed, at length, by ihefc revolutions, quitted Delhi, 
and arrived at Hydrabad, the feat of his government. Marching 
from that city, with a powerful army, he entered the Carnatic, 
feized the perfon of Mahommed, nominated Abdalla Chan, general 
of his forces, Nabob of Arcot, obtained poffeffion of the city of 
Tritchinopoly, by means of a fum of money paid to the Marattas ; 
and entirely fettled the affairs of the Carnatic, without drawing the 
fword §. The new Nabob, having left one of his dependents in the 
government, accompanied the Nizam to Golconda. Preparing to 
return in March 1744, he was found dead.m his bed. Apwar-ul- 
dien, father to the prefent Nabob, who fucceeded Abdalla in his 
government, has been accufed, by fome malicious writers, of having 
been accefiary to a death, by which he profited. The afperfion 
feems to have had its foie foundation in the idle tales of a fufpicious 
vulgar. Thefe tales, however, have been fince impofed upon the 
world, as matters of fadt, by the enemies of the family of Anwar- 
ul-dien ; who, either fwayed by interefl:, hired by party, or 
warped by paflion, revenge themfelves of the living, by raking up 
the allies of the dead. 

Anwar-ul-dien was far advanced in years, when he received the 
government of Arcot, from the hands of the Nizam. To advan- 
tages, feldom found among thofe Mahommedans, who make a 
figure in the courts of the Baft, he added nobility of birth, and 
experience and valour in war. His family, lineally fprung from 
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Omar the firft Caliph, had fignalized themfelves in the fer- 
vice of the princes of the Mogul race, before they defcend- 
ed from the mountains of Afganiftan into the plains of 
India. His father, having diftinguiflied himfelf, by his erudition 
and piety, acquired the favour and experienced the munificence of 
the Emperor Aurungzebe 4 > a confiderable eftate, 

and conferred upon him the office of Duan of the province of 
Patna. He himfelf had pafled, in the courfe of a long life, through 
various important trufts and public employments. He had fuccef- 
fively held the governments of Kurra-Jehanabad, Cambay, and 
Putlad ; and he had been Nabob of the provinces of Yalore and 
Raja-Mundrum, for many years 

The Nizam was fo far from fufpeding Anwar-ul-dien of having 
been inftrumental in the death of his predeceflbr, that he committed 
to his guard ianffiip and care, Mahommed the young fon of Sipadar 
Ali, the late Nabob. That youth, as the defcendant of Sadatulla, 
was fo much beloved in the provinces, which his family had fo long 
governed, that the Nizam had probably defigned to appoint him to the 
Nabobffiip after the death of Anwar-ul-dien, then in the decline of 
life. The Nabob arriving in his government, in the month of April 
1744, placed Mahommed in the palace of Arcot, where he was 
treated with kindnefs, and maintained with fplendor. He had fcarce 
remained two months in that happy fituation, when a band of dif- 
charged Patans, either by the procurement of Mortaz Ali, who had 
murdered his father, or rather exafperated by affronts, received from 
Mahommed’s attendants, put a period to his life, by aflaffinating 
him in 'the hall of public audience. The Nizam, foon after the death 
of Mahommed, invefted Anwar-ul-dien with all the legal authori- 
ties of government, by fending him a full and regular commiffion 


I; Nabob’s Account of Ills Family. 
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for tlie Nabobfhip of Arcot f, under the fan£tion of the Court of chap. 

HT 

Delhi §. c . 

Having explained the general ftate of the Carnatic, and enume- 

, , . . ' , to the de- 

rated Its general revolutions, it may not be improper to deduce, from pendent pro- 

former times, fome fa<3.s relative to the dependent provinces, fitu- 

ated within its bounds. The country of Tritchinopoly with its ca- Tritchino- 

pital, and Madura, as depending upon it, with its territory, though Madura. 

formerly tributary to the Mahommedans, had not fallen entirely into 

their hands, till the year 17^6, as has been already related. The 

next, in fitualion and extent, is the province of Tanjore, which has Tanjore. 

been, of late, as' much the fource of altercation among par ty-wr iters* 

as it has been an objed of conteft between parties. A brief ftate of 

the hiftory of that country will throw light on a fubjed, which, 

though it has been much difcufled, is hitherto little known. 

The province of Tkiqore farms the figure of a triangle, one fide Defcriptionof 
of which ftretches itfelf for feventy miles, along the weftern fliore 
of the bay of Bengal. The river Coleroon, the name given to the 
largeft branch of the Cavery, delineates the northern boundaries ; and 
its limits are terminated on the fouth, partly by the fea, beyond 
Cape Negapatam, and partly by the country of the two Marawars. 

Near the weftern angle, within twenty miles of Tritchinopoly, is 
fituated the capital, bearing the name of the country ; which, like 
many other places of flrength in India, was originally no more 
than a fortified Pagoda. The river Cavery, rifmg in the mountains 
of Malabar, and after a courfe of four hundred miles, pafting near 
Tritchinopoly, is divided by art, and not by nature, into numerous 
branches, and having watered the country, falls, by many mouths, 
into the bay of Bengal. This circumftance, which gives fertility to 
Tanjore, muft have always rendered it dependent on its neighbours; 
as the artificial bank, near Coiladdy, which diverts the Cavery from 


f Ome, vol* i. p» 6c, 
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come feuda- 
tories. 


its natural courfe, into other channels, lies beyond the limits of the 

province. 

The province of Tanjore formed anciently a part of the exten- 
five kingdom of Bigenagur, a name irapofed upon the Carnatic, in 
the fourteenth century of our aera An inferior officer, by the 
title of Naig, governed the country. When the power of the 
kingdom of Bigenagur was entirely broken, and its capital taken, 
tow'ards the end of the fistcenth century f, by the united force of 
the Mahommedan princes of the Decan, the Naig of Tanjore, to- 
gether with thofe of Madura, Tritchinopoly, and Gingee, revolted 
from their ancient lord X- But in the year 1597, -vve find the pro- 
vinces of Bigenagur united again under one monarch § ; fo that the 
revolted Naigs muft either have been entirely reduced, or, at leaft, 
have become tributary to their former mafter. 

In this ftate Tanjore feems to have remained, till the entire reduc- 
tion of the Carnatic, by the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and 
Golconda, in the year i650-ll. Adil Shaw, croffing the mountains 
with his army, feized Vellore, and then Kande-gheri, the capital, 
together with the ftrong fortrefs of Gingee. Purfuing his conquefts, 
he took all the places of ftrength, between Gingee and the Cole- 
roon, and, paffing that river, feized Tanjore, reducing the whole 
country, from Porto Novo to Cape Negapatam 

Notwithftanding this conqueft, the Naigs feem to have been in- 
dulged, as feudatories, with the poffeffion of their former govern- 
ments ; which, by the fame tenure, they tranfmitted to their pofte- 
rity. When Aurungzebe conquered the kingdoms of Bijapour and 
Golconda, in the years 1686 and 1687, the allegiance of their de- 

48 Dow, vol. i. - 11 The war continued till 1656. Dow, 

f About the year 1565. voi. iii. 

J EpUL de Reb. Japan. & Indie, ab Hayo ^ Thevenot, part a, p. 92, &c. Tavernier, 
colka. p'. 774. 823, Sc (eq. ’ part 2, p. 66. Beinier, pan 2, &c. See. 

§ Vide Jefuits Epiaies, paSim. 
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pendents, and, among others, that of the Naig of Tanjore, was 
or ought to have been transferred to the empire of the Moguls. 

Some time after the reduction of the kingdom of Bijapour, one 
Ecko-ji, and other Marattas, fervants to the dethroned king, fled, 
with a few troops, from the perfecution of the Moguls, and efta- 
blifhed themfelves at Gingee, in the Carnatic. Some differences 
fubfifting, at that time between Wagira, the Naig of Tanjore, and 
Trimul, Naig of Madura and Tritchinopoly, the former applied to 
Ecko ji for affiftance. But the treacherous Maratta feized the go- 
vernment, which he had been called to defend. The unfortunate 
Wagira was forced to fly and to take refuge in Seringpatnam, the 
capital of Myfore This revolution, in the government of Tan- 


C H A P. 

HI. 

1696* 
Tanjore 
ei by Ecko- 
ji,* a Maratta 
adventurer. 


He treache- 
rouHy expels 
the former 
Naig. 


jore, happened about the year 1 6g6 "f”. 

Ecko-ji, not content with his acquifition of Tanjore, began to 
extend his territories, and to give affiftance to rebels, againft the vengeance of 
Empire though he owned himfelf its fubjeQ:. His death, which 
happened about the year 1702, transferred the vengeance, prepar- 
ing for him by the Moguls, to his fon and fucceffor, Shaw-ji or 
Sahu-ji. Aurungzebe, refolving to bring the Carnatic to an entire 
fubjedion to his government, ordered his youngeft fon Mahommed 
Cambuckfli, Affad Chin, who became Vizir in the next reign, and 
Zulfukar Chan, whom he appointed Nabob of the Carnatic, to 
march into that province, to appeafe tumults, to expel the Marat- 
tas, and to eftablifh regular government in the country. The Mo- 
guls, having taken Gingee, Velore, and all other places of ftrength 
to the north of the Coleroon, Zulfukar Chan, with a part of the 


army, carried the war into Tanjore. Shaw-ji, with his capital, fell 


^ Wagira bad a fon Chimgul Muldafs, whole on the fpot, and now in the hands of the An- 
fon, the grandfon of Wagira, the expelled thor of this Difqoifition. 

Naig, is lliil Hving in, or near, Seringapatnam# J Calnamma of Zulfukar Cawn# Nabob’s 
f Authentic MS* Account of Tanjore, taken Papers, vol, i, p. 41. 

I into 
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into the hands of Zulfukar. But a fortunate mcident reftored him 
not only to his liberty, but to his government 

The death of Aurungzebe, which happened at Ahmednagur, on 
the 7th of February 1707, involved the Empire in a civil war. 
Two of his fons Mahommed Mauzira, who afterwards afl'umed the 
title of Bahadar Shaw, and Mahommed Azem, difputing for the 
fucceffion, took the field with two powerful armies'. Zulfukar 


Chan, Nabob of the Carnatic, favoured the claim of Mauzim, who 
raifed him to the office of Buckffii, or paymafter-gcneral of the 
Tanjore re- forces, when he acquired pofleffion of the throne f. The Nabob, 
fto^Ttoits to pin the arms of his patron, refolved to releafe Shaw-ji, 

and to replace him in his government, upon paying large prefents ta 
himfelf, as well as confiderable firms to the State. 

Tlieconai' The oftenfible conditions, on which Shaw-ji was reftored, are 
tionsonwbicb contained in a paper, already in the hands of the Public ijl. He 
ed!"''*”'" agreed to pay, according to the cuftom of India, the expences of 
the -war, and an annual tribute of thirty lacks of rupees 5 ; twenty 
lacks to be paid down at the figning of the agreement, together 
with jewels and elephants. He was, at the fame time, obliged to 
deliver up all the forts and diftiias, which he had taken from his 
neighbours. In confideration of the fubmiffion, tribute, and pre- 
fents of Shaw-ji, he was, for the firft time, dignified with the 
title of Rajah j an honour conferred upon him, by the Emperor- 
He received, befides, a legal confirmation of the Zemindary of 
Tanjore 1 |, which he had wrefted, by treachery, from the former Naig. 


4' 


^ Rous’s Appendix, No. VI. p. 70. 
f Gemelli. 

J Culnarama, Nabob’s Papers, vol. if Ap- 
pendix. 

§ 375,000 1. 
ii Culnamma, ubi fupra. 

MS. Hiftory of the Revolutions of Tanjore. 
In ail the countries and provinces of India, it 


is a fixed cuflom, among the great Rajah', to 
put the title of Rajah on their chops ; but nei- 
ther Ecko'ji nor the other Maratta Naigs of 
Tanjore ever put that title on their chops. In 
the country of Tanjore, and even in the Naig's 
own family, from Ecko-ji toTuljagee, who has 
been lately reftored, their own people called 
them only Duans, or colleaors of the revenue. 

Though 
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Though Shaw-ji, the eldeft fon of Ecko-ji, enjoyed the enfigns 
of government, he pofTefled not the whole territories of Tanjore. 

Thefe were divided between him and his brothers Shurfa-ji and udecTbetween 
Tucko-ji. Shaw-jl held the capital and its diftrid ; Shurfa-ji pof- of Ecko!]^"* 
feffed Madeopatnam ; and Tucko-ji, Punda Neilore. Upon the 
death of Shaw-ji, without iffiie, his brother Shurfa-ji obtained the 
title of Naig, and the dominion of Tanjore ; but his brother Tucko-ji, 
by his intrigues, kindled the flames of a civil war. Both the bro- 
thers died foon after; Shurfa-ji, without lawful iflue ; but Tucko-ji 
left a fon, Baba-Saib, who fucceeded to the government of Tanjore. 

Baba-Saib did not long furvive his acceflion to that dignity, and, 
having left no iflue, and the fon of his brother Nana, being ftill an 
infant, his widow was dignified with the titles of government, 
whilft Seid, the commander of the fort, polTefled the whole power. 

But £he was loon divefted of even the appearance of authority, and 
thrown into prifon. Seid raifed a real or pretended fon of Shurfa-ji, 
to the office of Naig ; but that wretched figure foon fell a facrifice 
to the rage or convenience of his maker. Sahu jee, the fon of 
Tucko-ji, was then placed in the government; but either his own 
incapacity, or the jealoufy of Seid, deprived him of his authority. 

Seid fent for Pretaupa-Sing, natural fon of Tucko ji, who lived in 
a diflrefled condition at Madeopatnam, and placed him in the 
government, in the year 1741. One of the firft ads of authority 
executed by Pretaupa-Sing, was the aflaflination of the man to 
whom he owed his elevation *. 


A difputed 


The internal troubles, arifing from thefe difpu ted fucceflions, did The Naigsof 
not prevent the perfons, who happened to be in poflTeflion of the m'fionr 
government, from paying regularly the tribute to the Nabob of Ar- ^Nabobs 
cot, or from executing their duty, as feudatories of the empire. 

During the Nabobfhip of Daood Chan, and the long government of 


• Revolutions of Tanjore, MS. 

I 2 


Sadatulla, 
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Sadatulla, they conduced themfelves, in every refpeft, as dutiful , 
fubjeds In the Subahdarry of Dooft-Ali, the Tanjorines exhi- 
bited a fpirit of refradorinefs and difobedience. He, therefore, 
ordered his fon, Sipadar-Ali, to proceed, with a large force, againft 
them. Having firft broke down the mound near Coiladdy, which 
turns the waters of the Cavery, from their natural courfe, into the 
province of Tanjore, he marched into that country, feized the capi- 
tal, imprifoned the Naig, placed the government in the hands of his 
own preceptor, Meer Affud, and garrifoned the place with a forcej 
under the command of Sheik Lutfulla. But that officer, terrified 
by the defeat and death of the Nabob, Dooft-Ali^ which happened 
on the 20th of May 1740, reftored Tanjore to its former matters. 
When the Nizam came to fettle the aff'airs of the Carnatic, in 1743, 
he fent a detachment of his numerous army, under Abdulla, whom 
he had made Nabob of Arcot, to take Tanjore ; but Pretaupa-Sing 
bought his peace with a fum of money, upon agreeing to increafe 
his annual tribute to fifty lacks of rupees 

The preceding chain of fa<tts has, it is hoped, rendered more clear 
a fubjeft hitherto very imperfedly underftood. It appears, that the 
Mahommedans acquired that moft indifputable of all rights, the 
right of conquett, in a regular and folemn war, to the Carnatic and 
its dependencies. That the province of Tanjore had always been 
confidered a divifion of the Carnatic, and an appendage or rather 
a part of its fovereignty. That the Naigs of that country had been 
originally the fubjettts of the kings of the Carnatic of the Indian 
race. That their allegiance had been transferred, by a particular as 
well as a general conquett, to the kings of Golconda and Bijapour. 
That the Moguls, as the conquerors of thofe princes, acquired an 
undoubted general title to all their claims of dominion, over their 
dependents. That, in enforcing that titk, they had acquired the ftill 

f Roui’s Appendix, No. VI. p. 70. f 625,000!. 

more 
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more inconteftible right of particular conqueft to the territory of Tan- 
jore. That the prefent race of Rajahs obtained, by treachery, and not 
by war, poffeffion of that country, feveral years after the Moguls had 
acquired a right of conqueft to the Carnatic and its dependencies. 
That the feizure of Tanjore by Ecko>ji was confidered, as it adualljr 
was, an invafion of the rights of the Moguls. That the emperor*, 
in afferting thofe rights, ftript the fon of Ecko-ji of his govern- 
ment. That his receiving back that government, upon the condi- 
tions on which it was received, was eftablifliing a conftitution and 
tenure, rendering him, his pofterity and fucceflbrs, vaflals of the 
empire. That, by breaking the conditions upon which that con- 
fiitution and that tenure were founded, fubfequent Rajahs had been 
fubjeded to punifliments, to fines and even to deprivation. That 
they owed the continuance of their authority and government to 
favourable accidents, and neither to any acquiefcence in their rights, 
or opinion of their power. 

It has, upon the whole, appeared, that the Rajahs of Tanjore of 
the race of Ecko-ji were, in the ftrideft fenfe of the word, feuda- 
tories, liable to lofe their territories to their fovereign, upon any 
breach of their duty, as fubjeds. It has been fiiewn, that the em- 
peror of the Moguls was their undoubted fovereign, who governed 
them through the medium of his deputy, the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic. It has been proved, that the emperor poffeffed various and ir- 
refragable titles to their allegiance. That he had been lord para- 
mount of their territories, before they wrefted them, by injuftice 
and treachery, from the hereditary Naig. That he had acquired a 
freflr right to their duty, as fubjeds, in a regular war, which ter- 
minated in conqueft. That they themfelves had placed that right 
beyond the power of cavil, in written teftimonies of their “ humi- 
liation, fubmiffion, penitence, and dejedion.” That, whilft they 
acknowledged the condition of fubjeds, they had performed their 

duty 
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duty as fuch, without murmuring, for more than thirty years. 
That, when they deviated from their obedience, they were deprived 
of their lands, and even fubje£ted to corporal punifhment. That 
they were fo far from affuming the Rate and independence of fove- 
reignty, that they folicited and obtained, from the emperor, the 
title of Rajah fox their family ; and that, by this a£l:, they not only 
acknowledged their dependence on the empire, but likewife, that, 
neither by birth nor acquifition, they had any right to that dignity. 

Such was the real Rate of Tanjore in the year 1744. though fome 
late writers, blinded by zeal, mifled by fadion, or fwayed by in- 
tereft, have ereded that province into a kingdom, and encircled the 
brows of its Naig with a crown. The truth is, that there was no 
acknowledged, no effedive, no independent, no fovereign power in 
the Carnatic, at that time, except the Mogul, who had delegated 
his authority, in a regular and legal manner, to the Nizam. That 
viceroy, according to the conftitution of the empire, had invefted 
Anwar-ul-dien, in the fame regular and legal manner, with the go- 
vernment of the province. All perfons of every nation,- and of 
every degree, who held lands or purfued trade in that province, 
were therefore fubjed to his authority, according to the tenures, 
-by which they held their poffeffion, or the privileges, by which 
they carried on their commerce. Being invefted with all the autho- 
rity of the crown, the Nabob had a right to enforce the performance 
of all the duties which fubjeds owe to the fovereign power ; and, 
in the execution of that high privilege, he naturally involved the 
prerogative of making peace and war. Every hoftility, committed 
without his confent, muft, therefore, have been an ad of rebellion. 

The fervants of the Eaft-India Company had not yet extended 
their ambition to the renown attainable by feats of arms. Confined 
within the circle of a few miles of a fandy beach round Madras, the 
prefidency neither created jealoufy, nor commanded refped. Though 
7 tfiey 
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they had been indulged with the privilege of fortifying themfelves, C H^A P. 

they had negleded that firft of all duties, felf-defence. They had < — 

works, but fuch as feemed rather built by chance, than defign. 

They had baftions, but they were placed contrary to all rule j and 
the curtain was no better than a long, unflanked garden-wall Ill- 
provided with implements of war, yet deftitute of fkill and even 
courage to ufe the few they poflefled, they naturally trufted their 
protection to the Moguls, under whofe government they had lived 
fo long in fecurity. They, therefore, congratulated, with fmcerity, 
Anwar-ul-dien, on his arrival in his government. They praifed 
' his valour, celebrated his wifdom, and hoped every thing from his 
juftice and they thought themfelves favoured by Almighty God, 
by his fending them fo good and juft a governor -f-. 

The intriguing abilities of M. Dupleix, who governed for the 
French Eaft-India Company at Pondicherry, had already begun to and views of 
plan or to forefee the difturbances, which foon, after followed, on the 
coaft of Coromandel. The circuihfcribed circle of commerce was too 
narrow for his talents, too confined for his ambition. Perceiving 
the declining ftate of the empire of the Moguls, he wifhed and 
hoped for a fiiare of its fpoils. With a felf-fufficiency, which is 
too often blended with good parts, he forefaw no difficulties which 
he thought he could not furraount. Converfant in the character of 
the Indians, he had imbibed their fpirit for management and in- 
trigue } and, by combining the informations he had received from 
various quarters, he hoped to obtain a principal influence in the 
affairs of Hindoftan. A defire to gratify his exceflive vanity had 
tinSured his mind with avarice ; and the vehement demands of his 
ambition had unfettered his mind, from thofe ties of fmcerity and 
honour, which bind more moderate men. But the paffions, as well 
as the talents of M. Dupleix, lay hitherto concealed within the walls 


Cominodore Earnots Account 


f Rous’s Appendix^ No. I, 
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of Pondicherry ; where he brooded over his mighty fchemes of con- 
queft, with fcarce three hundred men to defend the place. 

War had been declared between Great Britain and France in 
1744 ; but its operations were not extended to India, till the enfu- 
ing year. Some adions, which happened at fea, like moft ren- 
counters on that element, were attended by no decilive confequence; 
and nothing was attempted by land, between the two nations, till 
September 1746. On the third of that month *, a body of French 
troops, under M. de la Bourdonnais, landed near Madras ; and, on 
the tenth, the town furrendered, without killing a man to the ene- 
my, and without lofing hut five lives, and that by accident, within 
the walls. The Nabob, who, as difpofer of peace and war in his 
own government, had forbidden hoftilities by land, was fo much 
offended at the capture of Madras, that he befieged the place. The 
French, by a fpirited effort, defeating his army at St. Thome, drove 
them from the field ; and, thus, gained the firft decifive advantage 
obtained by Europeans, againft the troops of the Mogul empire, 
in the fpace of one hundred years -f*. 

The Nabob, irritated at the defeat of his army, refolved to recover 
the laurels, which his troops had loft. The French, encouraged by 
their viftory, determined to purfue their advantage, by attacking the 
Britifh fettlement of Fort St. David. Two bodies of the Mogul forces 
took the field, under the Nabob’s two fons. Thefe were Mapheus 
Chan, and Mahommed Ali ; the latter deftined by the Nizam and 
the court of Delhi, to fucceed his father in the government of the 
Carnatic. The firft, fetting upon a body of French, defeated them 
near Sadras The latter, with a ftill more fortunate effort, fur- 
prifed and routed their army on its march to befiege Fort St. David. 
Their baggage, with fome trophies of war, fell into the hands of 
the vidtor j and their whole force retreated, with difgrace and lofs, 

* Univerfal Hift. vol.x. p. 176. 


2 


f Orme, voU i. p. 76. 


X Ibid. p. 79, 80. 

to 
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to Pondicherry *. Another attempt on the fettlement of Cuddabre, chap. 

was difappointed, by the determined adherence of the Nabob to ^ . 

the Company’s caufe -f . To form a diverfion for the troops of the The French, 
Carnatic, the French carried fire and fword, from Madras, into the carr^fol^and 
defencelefs villages around. But, in this expedition, they loft ho- carnlt^r'^^ 
nour, and gained nothing but plunder. The Nabob’s troops ftill 
remained at Fort St. David j and the mind of that prince “ was more 
exafperated than before,” againft the French caufe j;. 

Notwithftanding thefe obvious, great, and decifive fervices render- party-writers 
ed, by the Nabob, to the Company, his condud has been much 
mifreprefented by the prejudices of individuals and the malice of 
party. Some profligate writers, either inflamed by paffion them- 
felves, or hired by others to inflame and deceive the public, have 
not fcrupled to affirm, that Anwar-ul-dien was throughout inimi- 
cal § to the Britiffi nation. They fay, that “ he prohibited the 
Britifh fleet from ading in the Carnatic — He was the governor 
of that province, and the guardian of its peace. “ He permitted 
the French to take Madras — ^Yet he fent a meflenger to M. Du- 
pleix “ expreffing his great furprife at the prefumption of the French 
in attacking Madras, and threatening to fend his army thither, if 
the fiege was not immediately raifed ||.” — Finding that the town had 
been unexpededly and even fhamefully furrendered, he refolved to 
retake it by force j and, being difappointed, he gave that effedual 174;- 
affiftance, which, by faving Fort St. David, preferved the very ex- 
iftence of the Company on the coaft. — The fame writers af- 
firm, that the Nabob declined “ to affift the Englifh, in the de- 
fence of Fort St. David, till they had ftipulated to pay the ex- 


* Orme, vol, i. p« §3. — CJ^niverfal HiH* to have been purloined from thofe refpeflable 
vol. X. bodies of men, the American Committees of 

f Ibid. p. 84* Safety. 

i Ibid. II Orme, vol. L p. 6$. 
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penees of his army Yet the authority, ^vhich they cite for this 
aifertion fays, “ the Nabob readily engaged to fend' his army to 
Fort St. David, on condition that the Englifla would furnifli a 
part of the And why not? was not the war their 

own ? , , . 1 r. 

The managers of the Company’s affairs at home, having negled- 

ed to fend any affiftance whatfoever to their fetvants abroad f, then 
affairs wore a very gloomy afpeS, on the coaft of Coromandel, m 
the beginning of the year 1747- The king’s fquadron, which had 
performed no fervice of importance, in the preceding year, had 
quitted the coaft on the 23d of Augnft 174^1 there was no 
appearance of its return. The French, to feparate the Nabob from 
the Britifli intereft, had carried a deftruaive war into the defence- 
lefs parts of his dominions; while, at the fame time, they endea- 
voured. by management, mifreprefentation. intimidation, and pre- 
fents, to gain his neutrality. The tranquillity of his government 
was the great ohjea of Anwar-ul-dien. Though the affairs of the 
Btitiftt Company were not entirely defperate, there was no proba- 
bility, without affiftance from Europe, of reftormg them to their 
former profperity. He. therefore, liftened to the propofals of ffie 
French; and, having received near ae.ooc 1. as an mdemnffiaittqn 
for Ioffes fuftained, he concluded a treaty of peace, m which it was 
« exprefsly ftipulated, that the French fliould give no further mo- 
leftation to the Britilh at Fort St. David J.” The French, faithlefs 
to their ftipulafion, prepared to attack that fort, in the hegmnmg o 
March 1747 §> but they retreated, upou the appearance of t e 
Britilh fquadron, which, being reinforced- from Europe, had re- 
turned from Bengal []. 


^ Orme, vol* i. p* 79^ 

•|* Ibid* p* 85* 

+ Rous’s Appendix, Ito. L p. ifS* 


§ Ibid. p. 20'. 
j| Orme, voUi. p* 87.- 
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The Nabob, highly iiicenfed at the flagrant breach of a treaty lb 
lately concluded, had already begun to make preparations for chaf- 
tifing the French His fon Mahommed Ali, the prefent Nabob 
of the Carnatic, exprefled that attachment, which he has uniformly 
exhibited, ever' flnce, to the Britifii caufe. He affirmed, that it 
was the delay of the return of the fquadron, that induced his father 
to conclude the treaty of neutrality. He was incenfed at the breach 
of it ; and declared, that, “ as the French had tranfgrefled his or- 
ders, and proceeded againfl; Fort St. David, he would chaftife them, 
and fend a force to affift the Britifli, if they required it ■f'.’' The 
prefidency of Fort St. David were fo fenfible of the fmcerity of Ma- 
hommed Ali, fo grateful for his offered afliftance, that, in the perfon 
of their prefident, they returned thanks, in words expreflive of 
their thorough perfuafion of his good intentions to ferve the Britifh 
nation 

During Ch»feihainifl| part of 1747, the war betv^een the iwa 
Companies remained fufpended on the coaft of Coromandel. The 
fquadron, under Commodore Griffin, being fuperior to that of the 
French, and the force at Pondicherry too w'eafc to encounter the 
united power of the Nabob and the Company, both Tides remained 
quiet, expeaing fuccours from Europe. The fuccours, however, 
did not arrive ; and more than one half of the year 1748 paffed in 
the fame ftate of fufpended hoftilities. But on the sqth of July §, 
admiral Bofcawen arrived from England, with a reinforcement of 
land-forces, and with a fquadron of ihips of war; which, when 
joined to thofe already on the coaft, formed the greateft marine 
force, that had ever been feen in the Eaft Indies. The admiral, pof- 
fefling a decided fuperiority, immediately began to adt offenfively, 
and laid fiege to Pondicherry. The negligence of the Company’s 

Rous’s Appendix, No. I, .p* 13, % Rous's App. ubi fupra. 

t Ibid. § Uniyerfal Hill. vol. x. 
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magnified the difappomtM^ matt of Aix la Chapelle had put an- 

the war between the two n^uon’. 

Admiral Bofcawen remained oa the coait, 
aftt n^s of the definitive treaty arrived. In February 1749, 
Tor Sahu-jt, the lawful fon of Tucko-ji. and grand- 
f n of ifco-il who had tea ertpelled from the governinent of 
Taniore by his illegitimate brother, the noted Pretaupa-Sing t, ma e 
IZation to Boforwen, as general of his Majefty’s- forces rrr Ind.a 
A la- tn hU ri^'ht He had alfo made a fimilar appUcatiois 
:: SX Xt St. David 5 . The terma 

heolFered. walthefortand territory of Devi- &tah and^the 
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• Univerfal Hift. vol. *. 
Onne, vol. i. p* 106, 


X Rous’s Appendix, Noa V- p* a8. 

^ Ibid, nbi fupr^. 
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^9 

penfion of about 400 1, a year, for “ the right and lawful king^’ of 
Taniore *. This they thought a handfome annual allowance for 

Varous in- 

their ROYAL ALLY f. But they feem afterwards to have loft fight ftances. 
of even this wretched pittance, in the attention to their own inte- 
reft, and — that of the Company This was the firft fample of 
the Company’s wars in India. They began hoftilities under a pre- 
tence of doing juftice to another; but they put an end to them, when 
they obtained the object deftined for themfelves. Elis dethroned 
Majesty, however, had a very lucky efcape. Pretaupa-Sing had 
infifted ftrongly on his being delivered into his hands §. But when Honour oF, 
the Preftdency hefitated on this point, the honour of Admiral Bof- cawen.. 
cawen interpofed ; and infifted on their refufing the modejl de- 
mand of the reigning king of Tanjore. But neither the honour- 
of Admiral Bofcaweii; nor any regard for their own, could induce 
the Board to rejed, with fpirit, the infolent demands of Pretaupa 
Sing. On the contrary,, they gratified his refen tment and pacified, 
his fears, with a breach of public faith, fcarce paralleled by any 
inftance in hiftory. It was ftipulated by a fecret article, that “ they 
“ ftiould prevent the Pretender,” the very perfon, whom they had 


♦ Rous’s Appendix, No. V. p« 2S* 

f Ibid, p* 31. 

I Ibid, p* 33. Where Shaw-]i is men- 
tioned, at all, in the articles agreed upon, be- 
tween Major Lawrence and Pretaupa-Sing. 

§ Roue’s Appendix, No. 1 . p. 32 — 33. 

Extract of Fort St, David ConfuItati0ns, 
30th June, 1749* 

The Prefident having received a letter from 
Major Lawrence at Devi-Cotah, in anfwer to 
the propofals fent him the 28th inHant, to make 
to the ambaiTadors towards forwarding a peace, 
which were, rejected by them ; that ‘they were 
highly incen fed at the article of allowing a 
maintenance for the fupport of Sahajee Rajah, 
and infifted ftrongly upon his being delivered up 
to them ; but that after a long conference they 


had offered the following propofals, which Ma- 
jor Lawrence writes the Prefident he believes to 
bc'the beft terms they can be brought to: 

To pay one lack of rupees on account of ch«' 
expences of the expedition. 

To give a grant of theLort of Devi-Cotah to 
the Company for ever, with lands about it to 
the yearly value of 9000 pagodas. 

Upon the receipt of the above letter, he laid ^ 
the fame before General Bofeawen and Mr. 
Prince ; and Major Lawrence writes that it is . 
his opinion no better terms could be obtained, 
and thofe made being very advantageous to the 
Honourable Company, it was agreed upon by^ 
them to accept the fame, and a letter was wrote 
to that purppfe to Major Lawrence laft night* . 
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called in a folemn treaty the right and lawful king” of Tanjore, 

“ from giving any further moleftation to Pretaupa Sing ; to enfure 
“ which, it was neceflary to fecure his perfon.” The wretched 
Shaw-ji having found means to efcape, from the hands of his faith- 
lefs allies, they feized his uncle and, by a ftrange perverfion of juf- 
tice, detained him a prifoner at Fort St. David, for nine years, till 
he was releafed by the French, when they took the place, in 1758 
Though courage was none of the virtues poffeffed by Pretaupa- 
Siiig 1 [ , the terms he granted were not the effedts of his fears from 
the Bridih arms. A ftorm, which threatened more ferious confe- 
quences, than the efforts for the pretended reftoration of Shaw-ji, 
had been advancing, for fome time, and had partly fallen already 
in the neighbourhood of Tanjore. Mahommed, emperor of the 
Moguls, having ! an guiflied upon his throne, ever fmce the villainy 
of his fervants and the violence of Nadir Shaw broke the power of 
the Empire, had died in the year 1747. His death was foon after 
followed by that of the Nizam, who had arrived, notwithftanding 
the anxieties and inquietudes arifmg from a life of intrigue, iniquity 
and ambition, to the amazing age of one hundred and four years. 
The reverence impreffed by great age and long continuance of power 
had effectually eftablilhed his authority ; and, as he had, in a man- 
ner, outlived the memory of half his crimes, he was much refpeCled 
throughout an empire, which his villainy had ruined 

The Nizam left five fons, fome of whom inherited his talents, 
but all his crimes. When he moved the whole machine of govern- 
ment at Delhi, after the departure of Nadir Shaw, he obtained the 
office of ' Captain-general of the Imperial troops, for his eldeft fon, 
Ghazi-uTdien, who had remained at the capital, difturbing, by in- 
trigue and faQi^ion, the government of the prince, whofe commiffion 


J Orine, vol. ii. pi 318. 


U Orme, vol, i. 


* Dow’s Decline of the Empire, p. 47. 

he 
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he bore. Nazir Jung, the fecond fon, had-accorapanied his father to chap. 
the Decan, and had borne a part of the weight of his government# * 

The other three fons paffed their time, in their father’s court 
or camp, in that unimportant obfeurity, which ever attends princes, 
who are not employed in public affairs. The abfence of the eldeft 
fon at Delhi had encouraged Nazir Jung to expeft the government of 
the Decan, after his father’s demife; but the inclinations of the 
Nizam, for he had no conftitutional power to difpofe of the fuccef- 
fion, feem to have leaned to his grandfon, Muziffer Jung, the fon of 
Nazir f. The latter, poffeffing himfelf of the Nizam’s treafure, His (econd 
feized, with facility, his government ; whilft the former, who had Ju” gftS 
magnified his grandfather’s aflfeaion into an adual difpofal of the 
Decan by will in his own favour, retired to the countries weft of 
Golconda, where he kept the field with a confiderable army J. 

Chunder-Saifo, whp had been taken by the Marattas in Tritchino- Ch under- 
poly, in March 1741, had remained, for fix years, prifoner at Sat- 
tara. Having, at length, obtained his enlargement, by the promife '7-I9- 
of a confiderable ranfom, for the payment of which M. Dupleix 
had pledged his word |[, he colledted an army, and joined himfelf to let 
the fortunes of Muziffer Jung. In concert with the councils of the 
French, the united force of the two adventurers, confifting of 
forty thoufand men, moved towards the confines of the Carnatic, 
where they were joined by four hundred Europeans, and two thou- 
fand difciplined fepoys, at the inftance of M. Dupleix. Anwar- 
ul-dien, Nabob of the Carnatic, receiving intelligence of the inva- 
fion, had encamped with twenty thoufand men under the fort of 
Amour, about fifty miles weft of Arcot. On the 23d of July i749^* 

t Dow’s Decline of the Entpire, p. 52. of India, we chufe to follow the aathority cf 

Orme fays, that MuziiTer, to whom he gives Mr, Dow, 

the name of Maizafa, was the Nizdm’b grand- t Otme, voL i, p, 12^, 

fon by a daughter. Bat, on the internal itate P- 

*Ibid. p. 139, 
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he was attacked ia his camp, firft by the French, then by the troops 
of Chunder-Saib ; and, after exhibiting proofs of fpirit and per- 
fonal valour, he loft his life and the field to the enemy. His eldeft 
foil, Mapheus Chan, was taken prifoner ; but his fecond fon, Ma- 
hommed Ali, the prefent Nabob, found means to efcape to Tritchino- 
poly, where the treafure of his father lay §. The vidors took pof- 
feffion of Arcot, w'-here Muziffer affuraed the ftate as well as the title 
of Nizam. Proceeding from thence to Pondicherry, he appointed, 
at that place, his friend, Chunder-Saib, Nabob of the Carnatic “f*. 

While the French, led by the fpirited counfels of M. Dupleix, 
were eftablifhing their influence in the Carnatic, by accomplifliing a 
■revolution in its goTernment, the fervants of the Englifli Company 
■were negligent and idle fpedators of a feene, which involved their 
interefts, if not their very exiftence, on the coaft of Coromandel. 
In vain did Mahommed Ali folicit their aid to overturn the fabric 
which their rivals had ereded, and to reftore the authority of his fa- 
mily J . Either excefs of caution or fear had reftrained thofe vigor- 
ous refolutions, which their ftate required If. They only fent a hun- 
dred , and twenty Europeans j| to the affiftance of Mahommed Ali ; 
and though Admiral Bofeawen, perceiving the dangerous crifis of 
affairs, had declared, that, upon a proper requifition from the Pre- 
fidency, he would remain on the coaft, they fuffered the fleet and 
troops to return to Europe, on the 21ft of Odober 1749 *. 

Chunder Saib, having acquired the title of Nabob of the Car- 
natic, began to exert the authority annexed to the office. The re- 
fources of Muziffer Jung, as well as his own, being exhaufted, he 
refolved to fupply the wafte in their treafure, by the wealth of the 

§ Orme, vol. L p. 133. ance. It was neceiTary to put a ^lop to tbe 

f Major Lawrence^ Narrative, p. 4. progrefs of tbe French, whether in juflice to 

% Univerfal Hillory, vol.x. p. 190* the /rwe againll rehels^ or as an 

Orme, voU i. pu 133. aa of felf- defence,’’ &c. Lawrence’s Nar- 

II Ever fince Anaverdl Cawn’s defeat, hh rative, p. 5, 
fon, Mahommed Ali, had dsfired our alTiil- * Orme, ubi fipra, 
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Rajah of Tanjore. Pretending an illegality in all a£ts of govern- 
ment, ever fmce the murder of SipadarAli, in 1742, he made a 
demand of the arrears of tribute, and marched with his army to 
fupport that demand. Pretaupa-Sing, terrified by the iuvafion, yet 
unwilling to pay fo large a fum, endeavoured to protrafl: affairs by 
negociation. He correfponded, in the mean time, with Mahommed 
All at Tritchinopoly ; and both joined in exhorting Nazir Jung at 
Golconda, to come in perfon, after the example of his father, to 
fettle the affairs of the Carnatic. Chunder-Saib, but efpecially his 
French auxiliaries, tired by this ftudied delay, attacked and carried 
one of the gates of his capital ; and, though they were prevented 
by ftrong retrenchments, from entering the town, Pretaupa was fo 
thoroughly intimidated, that he agreed to pay 875,000 1. to Ghun- 
der-Saib, as Nabob, and 25,000 1. to the French troops, as his 
auxiliaries *. But a fudden change in the ftate of affairs farmed his 
money to the Rajah, excepting an inconfiderable fum, which he had 
immediately paid. 

The Emperor Mahommed had been fucceeded in the throne of Delhi, 
by his fon Ahmed, a weak, irrefolute, and unfortunate prince. Ghazi- 
ul-dien, the eldeft fon of the late Nizam, had obtained from Ahmed 
the government of the Decan. Nazir Jung, hearing of his brother’s 
appointment, had marched with a great army from Aurungabad to- 
wards Delhi ; not on pretence of war, but to pay his refpeds to the 
Emperor. Ahmed, dreading this ceremonious vifit, confirmed Nazir 
Jung in his ufurpation by a formal commiflion j; and that viceroy 
had juft leturned to his capital, when intelligence of theprogrefs of 
Muziffer Jung and Chimder-Saib arrived from the Carnatic. Having 
left Golconda with an army, which increafed on its march to three 
hundred thoufand men, with eight hundred pieces of cannon, and 
thirteen hundred elephants, he arrived in the province, in the month 

• Orme, vo!. i. p. . 3(5. ^ Dou ’s Decline of ths Empire, ». 4S, 
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of February 1750. Mabommed AU, as Nabob of the Carnatic 
had been fummoned to attend his fuperior, with his forces ; and he 
accordingly joined him at Waldore, about fifteen miles from Pondi- 
cherry, with fix thouiand horfe, together with the few Britifh 
troops, whom he had in garrifon at Tritchinopoly. 

Major Lawrence, with fix hundred Europeans from Fort St. Da- 
vid, joined Nazir Jung, on the 2 2d of March, juft as that viceroy 
had come in fight of the army under Muziffer and Chunder-Saib. 
A mutiny arifing among the officers, the French troops, with Chun- 
der Saib, retreated to Pondicherry. The army of Muziffer was 
routed and difperfed. He himfelf fubmitted, and, having implored 
the mei'cy of Nazir Jung, remained a ftate prifoner in his camp §. 
Nazir Jung, in confequence of his vidory, was acknowledged every 
where Viceroy of the Decan, and his ads of government were confe- 
quently legal. M. Dupleix, whofe fchemes were rather retarded, 
than fruftrated, by the apparent ruin of his allies and friends, wrote 
him a letter of pretended fubmiflion ; though he had the prefump- 
tion to infift, that none of the family of Anwar-ul-dien ffiould ever 
govern the province of Arcot 'f . 

This infolcnt requifition neither deferved nor received' any anfwer. 
Nazir Jung, in the mean time, retired to Arcot, where he refigned 
himfelf to his favourite pleafures of the Haram and hunting. 
Without abilities and deftitute of application, he fuffered his mi- 
nifters to propofe meafures, upon which he inftantly decided with- 
out examination, of any regard either to their juftice or iniquity. 


He offends his, 
ft lends. 


The abfurdity of his condud offended his friends ; and his inatten-.- 
tion to all bufinefs raifed the contempt of his enemies. The num- 


ber of the latter was great, within his camp and near his perfon j 


J It appears from Rous’s Appendix, that nifhed a claim to preference in the eyes of Na- 
Mahommed Ali had, in his father’s life-time, zir Jung, who was aflually tbe legal Subab, by 
Stained, from the old Nizam, the reverfion of a commilSon from the reigning Mogul, 
the Nabobihip of Arcot. Though this grant § Lawrence’s Narrative* p. 7. 
might have been ftri£Ey legal, yet it far« f Ibid, p, 8. 
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and, having formed a fecret defign againft his life and government, ^ 

they held a correfpondence vpith M. Dupleix and advifed him to ^ 

proceed to open hoftility. The French, accompanied by Chunder- 

Saib, took the field. Mahommed Ali oppofed them, in conjundion 

with the Britifli troops; but his treafury being exhaufted, he could 

neither furnifli thofe troops with pay, nor provide magazines J. They 

were, therefore, ordered W quit his ftandard. The next night, after The French 

this defertion, the French furprifed the Nabob in his camp; and, hommed^Aii. 

with little lofs to themfelves, routing and difperfing his undifci- 

plined army, forced him to fly to Arcot *. Purfuing their vidory, 

they took Gingec by alTault ; which, at length, rouzed Nazir Jung 

from that dream of pleafure, which he had indulged ever fince the 

defeat and imprifonment of his fon. Having, therefore, aflem* 

bled a confiderable army, in the end of September 1750, he moved 

his ftandards, from Arcot, towards Gingee f* 

Nazir Jung’s taking the field was the great point, towards which the Theconrpi- 
confpirators had turned their eyes, for accomplifliing, with certainty NSfung. 
and fecurity, his deflxudion. Whilft he remained in a fettled place 
of refidence, the pomp and numerous attendants furrounding his 
perfon rendered any attempt upon his life doubtful in the exe- 
cution and dangerous to the aflfaffin, fliould he even fucceed in his 
defign. But, in any expedition, the confpirators, from their rank, 
were certain of commanding one half of his army, and they had it 
in their power to make the events of war fubfervient to their views. 

The moft confiderable of thofe, who were engaged in the plot, were Nabobs of 
the Nabobs of Cuddupa and Canoul, who had attended Nazir Tung, Ci^ddapaand 
in his expedition to the Carnatic, from their refpedive governments. 

Both were Patans by birth, and both led their native troeps ; a race 
of men, though fierce and bold, lefs remarkable for valour againfl: 
declared enemies, than for treachery to thofe who hired their fervice. 


% Lawrence^s Karr* p* lo. 


♦ Orme, voLi.p, 151* 
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The unwieldy army of Nazir Jung, being obftrudted, in its 
march, by the rains, which fet in at that feafon of the year, was 
forced to remain in a camp, within fixtecn miles of Gingee. Whilft 
he fuffered himfclf to be arnuied by a ncgociation, which was car- 
ried on with M. Dupleix at Pondicherry, the confpirators had fettled 
their plan of operations, which was to be carried into execution, in 
concert with the French at Gingee. Things being, at length, 
prepared, M. 'de la Touche, who now commanded the troops •j'*, 
marched from Gingee with eight hundred Europeans and three 
thoufand fepoys. With this fmall force, he furprifed, in the night, 
the camp of Nazir Jung, who expeded nothing lefs than hoftilities 
from a nation, with whom he had juft ratified a treaty. The im- 
menfe rabble, rather than army, which were next the enemy, were 
foon thrown into confufion. Riding on an elephant, to bring up the 
Patans, who were in his i-ear, to adion, the Subah queftioned harflily 
the Nabob of Guddupa ; who anfwered him with his carrabine, and 
fliot him with two bullets through the heart. He had fcarcely fallen 
to the ground, when his head was fevered from his body, fixed on 
a fpear, and carried to Muziffer Jung ; who was inftantly releafed, 
and declared Nizam, amidft the fhouts of the whole army. , 
Though fuch revolutions are not uncommon, in the annals of the 
Eaft, the French, with their ufual vanity, magnified an event ac- 
compliflied, by mere alTaffination, into one of the moft brilliant ac- 
tions that had ever happened in war. M. Dupleix, whofe reputation 
feemed to require, that the part he had aded, in this difgraceful 
bufinefs, Ihould remain concealed, formed a plan for perpetuating 
the memory of it to future ages. He propofed to build a city on the 
fpot, under the name of Dupleix-Fatteabad * ; thus branding, by 
cxceffive vanity, his own name to pofterity, by conneding it with a 
deieftable murder. To thofe, who may chufe to confider this fubjed 


f Crme aad Lawrence, paffina. 


* The city of Viftory. 
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with attention, it will, perhaps, appear that events, which became af- 
terwards deftrudive in their conreqiiences, proceeded more from Bri- 
tifh negligence, than French valour. Had the Prefidency accepted 
the offer of Admiral Bofcawen, in the preceding year, the influence 
of the nation, and the interefts of the family of Anwar-ul-dien, 
might have been fupported without the aid of Nazir Jung. Had 
Major Lawrence accompanied that viceroy to Arcot, according to 
his moft earnefl: deflre, he fliould not have fallen by French perfidy. 
Had the Prefidency not recalled the Britifh troops from the aid of the 
Nabob, the French could not have obtained the viiffory at Trivadi ; 
which enabled them to give a Subah to the Decan, and a Nabob to the 
Carnatic. But it would appear, that Major Lawrence fuffered his own 
gallant fpirit to be cramped and confined,’ by the narrow councils of a 
commercial Board. 

The murder, which raifed Muziffer to the Subahfhip of the 
Decan, fiibje<a;«J;him. to the infblence of thofe, to yvhom he owed 
his power. Though affaffination was but a light crime in the eyes 
of the Patan Nabobs, they valued its reward at a high rate. That 
reward they inffantly afked, in terms more fuited to create terror 
than to excite gratitude. Having evaded, without refufing their 
demands, Muziffer enter-ed Pondicherry, on the 15th of December, 
whither he was followed, the next day, by the clamourous Nabobs. 
They explained to M. Dupleix the promifes of Muziffer, and their 
own claims, which were a remifiion of all paft arrears, a total exemp- 
tion from future tribute, and an augmentation of territory, with one 
half of the treafure of Nazir Jung. Finding that M. Dupleix was 
determined to fupport Muziffer, they fupprefied their refentment, 
for the time, acquiefeed, in appearance, to his propofals, and fwore 
allegiance to the new Subah 
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Though the Patan Nabobs complained of MuzilFer’s deficiency in 
gratitude, he feems to have carried that virtue to a degree of extra- 
vagance towards M. Dupleix and the French nation. He raifcd 
the former to the regency of the whole country, between the Criftna 
and Cape Comorin ; he ceded to the latter confiderable territories 
in the Carnatic, together with the city of Mafulipatnam in GoU 
conda. Chunder-Saib obtained the Nabobfhip of Arcot, in fubor- 
dination to M. Dupleix ; and others were rewarded in proportion to 
their merit in the late revolution. As the perfonal fafety of a prince, 
who owed his power to the intrigues of M. Dupleix, and the arms 
of the French, was a matter of the laft importance, a body of 
French troops, under M. Bufly, was ordered to attend the new Su*- 
bah to Golconda. It confifted of three hundred Europeans, and two 
thoufand Sepoys, with ten field-pieces ; and, under this efcort, 
MuzifFer left Pondicherry, on the fourth of January 1751 

In the beginning of February, MuzifFer Jung, with his .unwieldy 
army, had advanced as far as the province of Guddupa, the govern- 
ment of his predeceffor’s murderer. Some irregularities committed, 
by a few licentious horfemen, brought, at once, to view, a con- 
fpiracy that had been long formed. The Nabobs of Cuddupa, Ca- 
noul, and Savanpore, joining their forces, under pretence of re- 
preffing the depredations of the horfemen, attacked the rear-guard 
of the Subah ; and, being repulfed, occupied a defile in his front. 
Driven from thence by the French artillery, they were purfued 
with too much eagernefs by Muziffer Jung ; who, coming up with 
the Nabob of Canoul, was flain by that chief in fingle combat. The 
revolted Nabobs were all either killed or wounded mortally in the 
a6:ion, which coft his life to the Suba ; and thus, in lefs tha^ two 
months after the affallination of Nazir Jung, the four principal con- 
fpirators fell by each other’s fwords. M. Bufly, to preferve the ih- 

^ Lawrence, Orme, India Papers, Private Information, paliim. 


2 


fluence 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

fliience of Iiis nation^ by creating a new Subali, raifcd to that 
nity SuIIabut^Jung, third fon of the old Nizam ; who^ with two of 

his brothers, was a prifoner ia the camp, when Muzifter w-as flainf. 

The fame languor which had feized the Englifli Preftdency, after 
the retreat of Lawrence from the army of Nazir Jung, when that 
Subah marched to Arcot, in the preceding year, flill benumbed their 
councils ; if they can be faid to have had any councils at all. The 
retreat of their troops, from Trivadi, though the immediate caufe 
of all fucceeding misfortunes, was only a continuation of thofe nar- 
row and undecifive meafures, which had uniformly marked their 
condud, ever fmee the commencement of the difputes, which had 
involved the Carnatic in all the horrors of a civil war. Major Law- 
rence, though not remarkable for political abilities, was a man of 
fpirit and a good foldier ; but fo little impreffion had the uncertainty 
of public events made upon the Prefidency, that they permitted that 
oflScer to return to Europe, in Odober 1750, on his own private 
affairs. The affaffination of Nazir Jung, the elevation of Muziffer, 
the influence acquired by the French, in not only difpofing of the 
provinces, but even the empire of the fouth, inftead of roufing the 
minds of the Prefidency, to a fenfe of their own danger, depreffed 
their fpirits with aftonifhment and fear. 

Chunder-Saib, by the authority of Muziffer Jung and under the 
protedion of the French, exercifed all the fundions of government 
at Arcot, as Nabob of the Carnatic. The fort of Tritchinopoly re- 
mained onty to Mahommed AH j for Madura, which depended upon 
it, had been feized by one Allum Chan * who had declared for 
Chunder-Saib. 

•f- It is generally believed, by the btft in- advantages, which were likely to ariTe to him- 
fjrmed natives of Htndoftan, that M. BuiTy felf, from having it in his power to make a 
himfetf was no Granger to the confpiracy, new Subah; and winked, perhaps, at a con- 
which deprived Muziffer of his life and go- fpirac>, which he might have defeated, 
vernment. That acute Frenchman forefavv the * Orme, vol. i. p. 169. 
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UnafTifted by ihe Englifh, ^Tfhofe interefl was involved in his 
caufe, without treafure, and confequently without an army, op- 
prefled by the defedlion of his friends, and awed by the appa- 
rent fuperiority of his enemies, the Nabob began to defpair of 
his own affairs. Under an apparent impoffibility of recovering the 
whole province, together with the improbability of being even able 
to keep what he pofleffed, he opened, by the advice of the Prefi- 
dency, a treaty with his rival ; offering to relinquifh his claim to 
the Carnatic, upon condition of being permitted to keep the quiet 
pofTeffion of Tritchinopoly and its dependencies f. In vain had the 
court of Delhi efpoufed the caufe of Mahommed Ali, by fending 
him Sunnuds for the government of the Carnatic. Troubles at 
home had deprived them of the power of quieting difturbances abroad. 

Fortunately for the interefts of Great Britain, as well as for thofe 
of the family of Anwar -ul-dien, Chunder-Saib, but more efpe- 
cially the French, who had proferibed that family, treated the pro- 
pofals made by the Nabob, under the fandion of the Prefidency, 
with the higheft contempt. This peremptory refufal was the firft 
thing, which roufed the fervants of the Company, to a fenfe of 
their own danger. In the end of January 1751, they feat a ftrong 
detachment to fupport the Nabob in Tritchinopoly In the be- 
ginning of April, upon intelligence that Chunder-Saib and his 
allies, the French, intended to befiege Tritchinopoly, - confiderable 
force took the field under Captain de Gingins. But they were 
defeated at Volconda ; and retreated to 1 ritchinopoly, which was 
invefted by the enemy in the end of July. Inftead of attacking 
the place in form, they contented themfelves with a ufelefs cannon- 
ade, which they adorned with all the terms of a regular fiege^. 

A fuccefsful diverfion made, on the fide of Arcot, which place 
was furprifed by Captain Clive on the firft of September, formed 

f Lawrence’s- Narrative, p. 12.- “ - J Ibid. * Ibid. p. i/|,. 
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the moft fplendid part of a campaign, little diftinguiffied by im-. 
portant events. Chunder-Saib, having weakened his army by a 
detachment fent to retake Arcot, lay ina£tive in his camp, before 
Triichinopoly. The negociations of the Nabob had raifcd new allies to 
fupport his caufe. The troops of the Rajah of Maffore had marched 
from Seringapatnam, the capital, in the end of 1751, upon a pro- 
mife of extravagant terms for their aid. A body of Marattas, a na- 
tion accuftomed to fell their valour to the higheft bidder, had already 
penetrated the mountains, in favour of the Nabob j but, with the 
ufual caution of Indian mercenaries, they remained inadive, till for- 
tune fhould incline the fcale ; being determined to join the ftrongeft, 
and fo partake of the advantages of vidory, without the dangers 
of war. 

The Rajah of Myfore, being a minor, his troops were commanded 
by his uncle, who arrived, with a confiderable force, atTrkchinopoIy, 
in January 1752. The mercenary Marattas, under the command 
of Morari-row, an enterprifing partizan, at the fame time joined 
the Nabob. Thefe jundions induced the Rajah of Tanjore to liften 
to the requifitions of that Prince and to the folicitations of the prefi- 
dency, to fend two thoufand foot, with three thoufand horfe, under 
the command of his General, Mona-jif. Whilft the event remain- 
ed doubtful, he was cautious of declaring for either fide. He per- 
mitted the Britifh and the French troops to march indifcriminately 
through his country, to the fcene of adion J. Though he poffeffed 
a natural averfion for Chunder-Saib, he was not a friend to the legal 
Nabob. His objed, at leaft his wifli, was to fee both reduced to a 
Rate of weaknefs, which might prevent the vidor from enforcing the 
payment of the tribute, which the troubles of the times had enabled 
him to keep in his own hands. 
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CHAP. Major Lawrence arriving from England, at Fort St. David, on 
. . the 15th of March, took the command of a party, ready to march 

!fr/takeT to Tritchinopoly, on the 17th, which place he reached on the 29th 
the command. month §. A detail of military operations is foreign to 

the defign of this difquifition. It is fufEcient to obferve, that Chun- 
der-Saib and his allies, the French, became inferior in condua:, as 
The French Well as in number, to their enemies. Inclofed in the illand of Se- 
andChunder- . hich is formed by the divided ftreams of the Cavery, 

in theifland Tritchiiiopoly, their army was reduced^ at laft, to the greateft 

of Seringam. Chunder-Saib, without money to pay his troops, found 

Chnnder-Saib them ffiore dangerous enemies, than thofe whom he oppofed. De- 
lift^the” prived of reflexion, by his misfortunes, he entered into a negoci- 
Tanjorines. protedion with his greateft foe, Mona-ji, the commander 

of the troops of Tanjore. Vainly hoping, that the gratifying his 
avarice would fupprefs his refentment, he advanced the laft poor 
pittance of his treafure to Mona-ji. But, though that chief had 
promifed and even fworn, to permit him to efcape, through his part 
May 31. of the camp, the perfidious villain put him m irons, the moment he 

was in his power H- i. 

Ju.e ,. A difpute arofe between the allies about the poffeffion of the un- 

LlSpof. fortunate prifoner. The Nabob wiftied to fecure the perfonofa 
lival, who had been, and ftill might be dangerous, to his own 
power. The Myforean, inveterate againft Chunder-Saib, for endea- 
vouring, under the government of Dooft Ali, to enforce the claims 
of the Carnatic, on the dependence of his country, breathed nothing 
but revenge. Morari-row, who commanded the Mamttas, wiftied 
to convert the captivity of the wretched prifoner, to his own profit ; 
and Mona-ji, remembering his repeated attacks on Tanjore, hoped 
to gratify his mafter, with the poffeffion of his ancient enemy. 

I Ibid* p* 2^8* 


§ Lawrence’s Narrative, p^ ai, aa, 23* 
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Finding that the power of the competitors would elFedually defeat 
his defigns, he refolded to finiflx the contcft, , by putting an end to 
the life of the prifoner To execute his purpofe, he employed a 
Patan, who found the wretched old man, in fetters, ftretched on 
the floor, and rendered unable, by the infirmities of ficknefs, to rear 
himfelf from the ground f. Having ftabbed him to the heart, the 
afTaflin carried his head to Mona-ji if, who afterwards fent it, accord- 
ing to the cuflom of the Eafl, to the Nabob. 

The death of Chunder-Saib, inftead of putting an end to the 
troubles, which his ambition had raifed, fowed the feeds of a new 
war. The Nabob, when deferted, or rather feebly affifted by the 
fervants of the Company, in the year 1751, had obtained the aid of 
the Myforeans, upon terms fo extraordinary, that both parties had 
an intereft in keeping them concealed. Thefe were no lefs than the 
ceffion of Tritchinopoly, with all its dependencies, to the Rajah of 
My fore, for the affiftapce of that prince, in putting Mahommed AH 
in pofTeffion of the Carnatic. When Chunder-Saib was removed 
and his army difperfed, the Myforean infilled, that his part of the 
agreement was fully accomplifhed. But the Nabob aflerted, with more 
reafon, that the wages ought not to be paid, till the fervicc was ef- 
fedually performed. Much yet remained to be done. The French 
and the adherents of Chunder-Saib were ftill in pofTeffion of feveral 
places of llrength § ; and many chiefs, taking advantage of the 
public confufions, maintained feveral large divifions of the Carna- 
tic, in defiance of both the rivals for its government. He argued, 
that it was neither agreed, nor in itfelf reafonable, that Tritchino- 
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♦ Orme, vol, I p. 240* Lawrence^s Nar, volence, humanity, and generofity. With re- 
P* , gard to his public charaaer ; in this country, 

f Orme, yoL i. p. 241, ambition being a venial fault, every man who 

I Thus did Chunder-Saib pay the juft price fucceeds is a great man ; if he fails, he is only 
of his ambition and prefumption. In private reckoned unfortunate, Lawrence’s Narr.p, ag, 
life he is faid to have been a man of great bene- § Lawrence’s Narrative, p, 32* 
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poly fliould be the price of its owri relief ; for that fhould he be 
deprived of that place,, without being put in poffeiEon of any other 
dominion, it was indifferent to him, whether it fell to his enemies 
or to his pretended friends 'f. 

Thefe reafonings had fo little effedl on the Myforean, that though 
he did not break forth into open hoftility, he declined to appear as 
the Nabob’s ally in the field. He ftill continued in the neighbour- 
hood of Tritchinopoly, with the Marattas, whom he had gained 
over to his views; and, taking poffeffion of the pagoda of Se- 
ringam, was himfelf fafe againft infult, whilft he watched every 
opportunity to feize the city, which, he affirmed, was his right, as 
the reward of the aid he had already beftowed. The remainihg 
part of the year 1752 was diftinguifhed, by various events. The 
Britifh were repulfed in an attempt on the fortrefs of Gingee. They 
defeated the French at Bahoor M. Dupleix, forging Sunnuds 
from Delhi, invefted himfelf with the governments of all the coun- 
tries to the fouth of the Criftna. In his quality of pretended Subah, 
'he firft raifed-'and then difplaced the fon of Chunder-Saib, as Na- 
bob of the Carnatic. He conferred that title on Mortaz-Ali, here- 
ditary governor of Vellore ; but it was to obtain money from that 
wealthy chief. Having inflamed the difcontent of the Myforean, 
by his artifices and promifes, he had the addrefs, before the end of 
the year, ■ to turn, againft Mahommed Ali, tbofe very arms, which 
had come to his aid the preceding year*. But the intrigues of 
M. Dupleix only fufpended, but could not alter the fate of the 

f Lawrence, p. 29. Crtne, vol. i.— Pri- feffion, by a royal Sunnud, of the Subahfliip 
vate Information, India Papers, pafGtn. of the Decan. When he had advanced to the 

J Orme, vol. i. p. 256, 257. Lawrence’s neighbourhood of Aurungabad, his brother Sul- 
Narrative, p. 36. labutjung, the reigning Subah, prevailed with 

* AuS.citat. paffiin. one of Ghazi ul-dien’s wives to take him off. 

In Oftober 1752, Ghazi- ul-dien, the eldeft bypoifon, which put an end to the conteft, 
j(bn of the old Nizam, marched from Delhi, Dow’s Decline, p. 5^ 
with an army of 1 50,000 men, to take pofef- 
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SjT 

Carnatic. The very war, which he had firft fomented and had con- ^ H^A P. 
tinned fo long, deprived him of refources for carrying it on, either v — ^ 
with vigour or with fuccefs. The chiefs, attached to the family Various in- 

• E n c V b • 

of Sadatulla had contributed to the expence, as long as Chunder- 
Saib lived. But they had withdrawn their fupplies, on account of 
the weaknefs of his fon. Mortaz-Ali, whom M. Dupleix raifed 
to the titular office of Nabob, could neither be trufted nor fupported 
by the friendfliip of his family j and the only appearance of virtue 
he poffeiled, was a diffidence of himfelf. The Marattas, whom 
M. Dupleix had gained to his aid, were fcarcely lefs dangerous, as ^res^brScen 
friends, than they had been, as enemies. His acquifition of the 
Myforeans, though it gave trouble to his opponents, brought no 
benefit to himfelf. Their commander was weak, credulous, and 
undecifive ; miftaking perpetually his own intereft, and, inftead of 
giving aid, Handing always in need of fupport. His obftinacy, 
however, fupplied, in fome degree, the place of firmnefs. Deter- 
mined to obtain an obje£t, which would ruin him in the poffieffion, 
he remained three years, in the neighbourhood of Tritchinopoly ; 
and nothing but a ferious invafion at home, could recal him, 
at laft, from his wild fchemes abroad. Having remained, in a 
manner befieged, in the ifland of Seringam, till the 14th of April 
1755, he fuddenly decamped, after having loft his time, his trea- 
fure and many troops, in purfuit of a chimerical advantage. 

Weak, however, as the condusft of the Myforean was, and wild . 

Weakcon^ 

and impradicable, as the ambitious fchemes of Dupleix had been, < 3 uaofth 8 

Qjp 

they created much trouble to the Englifh and much anxiety and lofs M)fore. 
to their ally, the Nabob of the Carnatic. During the doubtful events of Faithlefs con- 
war, their pretended friends proved faithlefs to the former ; and his fdetdf the 
vaffals to the latter. The Rajah of Tanjore, in particular, whofe money faiaro/the^ 
and whofe power ought to have turned the fcale, in favour of the Nabob. 
Nabob, amufed him with inlidious promifes of aid at a time, he Treachery of 

the Rt.jah of: 
Taojore,, 


• Lawrence’s Narrative, p* 
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adlually correfponded and treated with his enemies. Whilft the Ma- 
rattas aided the French with cavalry, the want of horfe was the 
principal obftacle to the progrefs of the Nabob’s affairs ||. The 
Rajah could fupply cavalry ; but his aid was required and folicited in 
vain. In February 1753. at the earneft requeft: of the Prefidency, 
he ordered his horfe to march j but he recalled them, before a 
jun£lion could be made §. This heavy difappointment obliged Ma- 
jor Lawrence to remain inactive in his camp, “ contemplating the 
“ fituation of the enemy, and fretting at his incapacity to attack 
“ them j:;” — “ whilft (fays the Major) the enemy were fo fuperior 
“ to us in cavalry, that we were often obliged to march our whole 
“ body, to efcort ftores and provifions from Fort St. David to our 
“ camp ; always haraffed more or lefs by the Marattas f.” 

In April 1753* the garrifon of Tritchinopoly was driven to the 
laft extremity for want of provifions. Major Lawrence, accompa- 
nied by the Nabob, refolved to march to its relief. To encourage 
and, if neceffary, to awe the Rajah, he direded his route, through 
the neighbourhood of the capital of Tanjore. Pretaupa Sing met 
the Nabob and the commander of the troops, with great ceremony 
and fplendour, accompanied by three thoufand horfe and two hun- 
dred elephants, in rich trappings. He feemed, in appearance, to be 
convinced, that it was his own intereft*, as it certainly was his 
duty, to fupport the Nabob. He accordingly gave orders to his 
horfe to accompany him to Tritchinopoly. But fo faithlefs was the 
Rajah to his profeffions, or his troops to his commands-, that they 
left both the Nabob and Major Lawrence, the very next day IT. They 
remonftrated ; they preffed 4 -» they entreated their jundion ; but in 
vain. The cavalry retreated to Tanjore, promifing, however, to 


j| Orme, vol. i. p. 281. Lawrence, paffim. 
§ Orme, vol, i. Lawrence fays, They 
came on fomc part of the way, bat think- 
ing us in a bad condition, they amufed us 
“ only uith promifes; and obliged our party 
to xeturn to tbe army without them,'’ P#4i, 

5 


J Orme, vol. i. 
f Narrative, p. 41. 

* Orme, vol. i. p, 281. 

•il Lawrence’s Nai rad ve, p. 44. 

+ Ibid. 
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return foon §. The Major, juftly fufpediing, that the Rajah wanted 
only to amufe the Nabob and his allies [] , proceeded to Tritchino- 
poly, with troops difpirited by difappointment, and decreafed, in 
their numbers, by fatigue and ficknefs 

A conduit fo faithlefs to his fuperior and fo adverfe to the Englifh 
caufe, rendered the Rajah juftly fufpeded, of a correfpondence or 
even a treaty with the enemy. The truth is, that, at the very time 
Pretaupa Sing paid his refpedts to the Nabob and the Englilh com- 
mander in chief, he entertained an agent from the Myforeans, at 
Tanjore. That agent, having bribed the minifter with money, and 
wrought upon the fears of the Rajah, gained both to the interefts 
of his raafter 4 -. But to provide againft a reverfe of fortune, the 
latter palliated his refufal of affiftance to the Nabob and Englifh, 
with fpecious pretexts of Ioffes fuftained, from the Myforeans and 
their allies the Marattas. He alleged, that the detachments of the 
latter had already deftroyed to the value of 1 00,000 1 . in his country. 
But “ this pretended mifchief was no more than what all other parts 
“ of the country had fuffered from the Marattas, who, in their pre- 
“ datory excurfions, made no diftindtion between the territories of 
“ friends and foes*.” The confequence of this duplicity of the 
Rajah was, that all fupplies of provifions from Tanjore were ftopt. 
Inftead of being able to form magazines, the army near Tritchino- 
poly and the garrifon within that place found great difficulty in pro- 
curing grain, for immediate confumption. In this diftrefsful litua- 
tion Major Lawrence was obliged to remain inadtive, for five weeks ; 
whilft the French daily expected reinforcements from the coaft 
An undecifive adlion, the increafing number of the enemy, the 
want of provifions, and, above all, the want of cavalry, convinced 
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f Ibid. 
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J Ibid. Lawrence, paiiim. 
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Major Lawrence, that a reinforcement of troops was neceflary to 
turn the fcale of the war j:. The Rajah of Tanjore, deftitute of 
every fenfeof duty and deaf to intreaty, was to be fwayedby nothing, 
but perfonal fear. The Major, accompanied by the Nabob, refolved 
to move towards Tanjore; and by mixing threats with perfuafion, 
to, endeavour to induce him to fend the affiftance, he had fo often 
promifed in vain. On the 2d of July 1753, the troops encamped, 
about half-way between Tritchinopoly and Tanjore §. The ap- 
proach of an army foon determined Pretaupa Sing to furnifli the 
affiftance, they were coming to demand H. The inftances of Mr. 
Palk, who had been, previoufly, fent to Tanjore, began to have 
when there was danger, in refufing his requeft. The Rajah 
ordered three thoufand horfe and two thoufand fepoys, under the 
command of Mona-ji, to join the army ; which, when the objeit of 
the expedition was, thus, obtained, returned to Tritchinopoly 

But this extorted aid was almoft immediately recalled, by the ver- 
fatility of Pretaupa Sing ; for the Tanjorines returned home as foon 
as the fetting in of the Monfoon obliged the Nabob and Major 
Lawrence to canton their troops 4.. A fum of money, feat by the 
Myforean to Succo-ji, the Rajah’s favourite, a threatening letter from 
M. Dupleix to the Rajah himfelf, together with a rooted averfion 
to the caufe of tlje Nabob, and a diftruft of his allies, the Englifh, 
determined the faithlefs Tanjorine to break all his engagements '. 
He was even upon the point of figning a treaty with the French and 
their allies and of taking an adive part in the war ; when an iin- 
fuccefsful attempt on Tritchinopoly, in the end of November 1753, 
terrified him from his intended French alliancef- 

t Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 48 * 4* P* 54* ^ 

^ Orme, vol. p* 3^9> 3^^^* Lawrences 

]| Orme, vol. 5. p. 296 . Narrative, p. 55 . 

f Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 48 . t Orme, voL L p. 3^5- 
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“ The French finding that their misfortune produced a change in 
his intentions,” and that he began to “ repent, that he had ftiewn 
“ fo much inclination to abandon the Nabob and the Engliih,” re- 
folved to wafte no more time in negocktion, but prepared to fend a 
party of Marattas to ravage his country §. Pretaupa Sing, having 
intelligence of their defign, ordered a body of troops againft the 
Marattas ; but pretended that the objed of affembling thofe troops 
was to join the Englifli He was foon deprived of this aflumed 
merit j for the Tanjorines refufed, upon the requifition of Major 
Lawrence, to join the army 

The Marattas, having penetrated into the province of Tanjore, 
had, from their ignorance of the country, entangled themfelves 
between two impaflable branches of the river Coleroon. Pent up 
in that difadvantageous fituation, by a fuperior number of Tanjo- 
rines, under the command, eight hundred qf them were 

fcillcdj awi the reft kKen priionefs and impaled alive *. The Na- 
.bob and his allies had formed hopes, that this fuccefs would induce 
the Rajah to fend his troops to join them ; but they were again dif- 
appointed. Attached to the enemies of the N^bob, nothing but a 
turn of the fcale of fortune in favour of that prince, could induce 
Pretaupa Sing even to pretend that he was his friend. When any 
misfortune happened, he flew off to the interefts of the enemy. 
Upon the defeat of the Englifli convoy at Kelly- Cotah in the month 
of February, he prevented his merchants from fupplying Tritchi- 
nopoly with more provifions jj. When, on account of the neceffity 
of “ recovering the Rajah to the Nabob’s intereft,” Mr. Palk was 
fent to Tanjore, in April 1754* he found him of difficult accefs f. 
His minifter was devoted to the interefts of the French and Myfo- 
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§ Orme, vol, i* p. 325. 
t ibid. 

f Uime ana Lawrence, paiSra. 
* Orine, voLi. p» 342. 


II Ibid. p. 34.6. Lawrence’s Narrative,’^ p. 
f Lawrence’s Narrative, p, 64, 
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reans. The Rajah himfelf was wavering and irrefolute ; one hour 
feemingly convinced by Mr. Palk’s arguments, the next liftening to 
his minifter, and approving his advice : upon the whole determining 
nothing if. But, though Mr. Palk prevented him from figni'fig the 
treaty with theMyforeans, he could not induce him to fend his troops 
to join the Englifli §. 

Though the French, under M. MailHn, had wantonly attacked 
the Rajah’s country ; though they had broken down the mound at 
Coiladdy, which diverted the ftreams of the Cavery into the pro- 
vince ; though their allies the Marattas had cut to pieces twelve- 
hundred of his horfe, under his uncle Gauderow, though Major 
Lawrence, to work upon his fears, had marched to Tanjore ; Mr. 
Palk and Captain Caillaud found fome difficulty in perfuading him 
of his imprudence, in withdrawing his affiftancc from the Englifh 
and his fuperior, the Nabob. Terrified by the army, under Major 
Lawrence jj, and frightened by his own misfortunes, Pretaupa Sing 
ordered new troops to be raifed ; and a confiderable body, under 
Mona-jt, joined the Englifh at Atchempettah on the 27th of July - 
1754. To fave his country from the depredations of the Marattas, 
who had lately cut off fo large a body of his horfe, he agreed, oft 
the requifitioft of the Nabobs to furnifh the money demanded by 
thofe marauders, for evacuating the Carnatic 

Some l^te writers, who ca;ll fiaion to the fupport of their party,, 
where truth fail^, have, from one of the authorities J fo often quoted,, 
framed a tale very different, from the fa^s we have ftated above. 
Contempt is too flight a punifhment, for men, who wilfully de- 
ceive. Had the intelligent hiftorian, on whom they father their, 
falfehoods, written ambiguoufly on the charaaer and condua of 

1 I^wrence’s Narrative, P.. 64 . iO,ooo 1, ai»d ic is even doabiful, whether the 

§ Orm'e, vol. i. p. 348 , money was ever paid, Morari-row having gnu- 

Roas’s Appendix, No. VI., p, 66. . ted the Carnatic in July 1 754* 

• Vide Orme and Lawjence, paffitn. The f Mr. Oxme., 
fam was three lack of rupees ; little more than 
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Pretaupa Sing, the world might be induced to afcribe their errors to 
zeal, and their mifreprefentations to prejudice. But what judgment 
are we to form of their candour, what opinion of their morality, 
when we find that the very pages, which they cite, prefent irrefra- 
gable proofs of their perverfion of truth ? Common prudence ought 
to have fupplied a want of principle, in this relpefi: ; for the aver- 
fion of the Public to an inveftigation of Indian tranfadions, is too 
flight a fecurity againft deteaion. But they wrote for the purpofe 
of the day ; and they hoped, that, on a fugitive fubjed, bold afler- 
tions might have a chance of paffing for fads. Fortunately for the 
memory of the late General Lawrence, they feem to have known 
nothing of his narrative of his own campaigns ; otherwife that 
gallant officer might have beeri raifed from the dead to fupport 
falfehoods, which his honeft heart abhorred, when alive. 

A change, wW^: ^ppeoe 4 in the government 6f Pondicherry, 
on the ad’drmguft 1754, put an end, in its confequences, to the 
Myforean war, which had been fo long carried on, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tritchinopoly j and the Carnatic was reftored to a kind 
of temporary tranquillity. The Britiffi miniftry, upon the com- 
plaints of the Eaft-India Company, had made remonftrances to the 
court of France, againfl the troubles raifed and continued, by the 
French nation, on the coaft of Coromandel. To give weight to 
thofe remonftrances, a fquadron of men of war, with fome troops, 
were ordered to the Eaft-Indies; and the French court, unprepared 
for a general war, refolved to exhibit a mark of their pacific inten- 
tions, by rmoving M. Duplek from the government of Pondi- 
cherry. His fucceflbr, M. Godeheu, arriving at that place, on 
the 2d of Auguft 1754, opened his adminiftration, by communi- 
cating to the Engljfli Prefidency, his earneft defire, for an imme- 
diate termination of hoftilities between the two Companies. A 
fufpenfion of arms took place, on the nth of Odober, and a pro- 
vifioual treaty was concluded, on the 8 6th of December 1754. 

N 2 
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The Myforcan, fupported only by his own obftinacy, continued 
a kind of war, in the environs of Tritchinopoiy, for the firft three 
months of the year 1755- An invafion by Sullabut Jung, the Subah 
of the Decan, who had marched with an army to enforce the payment 
of the tribute due by Myfore, to the empire of the Moguls, recalled 
him, in the month of April, to defend his own country. Difappointed, 
in all his views, from his long expedition, he left the French the 
heirs of his claims on the Carnatic In the month of July, 
Mahommed Ali was requefted, by the Englifh Prefidency, to take up 
his refidence at Arcot, being now defa^ia what he had been long de 
jure. Nabob of the Carnatic. Several Polygars, pbfleffors of forts, 
and refradory renters of diftrids, were either reduced by fo«£e, 
or intimidated into a fubmiffion, by the joint arms of the Englifh. 
and the Nabob. Though fome diaurbances Eill continued, in the 
provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly,' they fubmitted in general to 
the government of Mahommed Ali} who found himfelf acknow- 
ledged, before the end of 1755* from the river Pennar to Tin- 
nevelly. 

♦ Orme, vol. i. p* 389^ 


CHAP. 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 


95 


CHAP. IV. 

TranfaBions m the Coafl, from 1756 , to the Conclufion 
of the ’Treaty^ between the Nabob and the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, in 1762 . 

W H EN the Englifh and French were contending, about the ^ H^A p. 

eftablifliment of a governor,' over one of the Mogul pro- 
vinces, the Mogul empire was haftening to that termination of fleafo^n. 
exiftence, to which human inftitutions, like man himfelf, feem to 
be deftined by fate, ; TJi^ fWeak Ahmed Shaw, having fat near feven The emperor 

I- ■, ’’I' ‘ ^ ^ , ' Ahmed de* 

years iipbh the throne of Delhi, without either exertion orautlw- pofed. 
rity, was depofed and deprived of fight, in the latter end of the 
year 1 754 *. He himfelf was the author of his misfortunes ; but 
the atSor, in the .melancholy feene, was Shab-ul-dien, fon of Ghazi- 
ul-dien and, grandfon of the old Nizam. That lord, though ftill a 
youth, poffefled all the abilities, courage and villainy of his family. 

Having imprifoned his mafter, he raifed Alumgire IL the fon of Alumgire n. 

° / ° raifeJtothe 

Moaz-ul-dien and grandfon of Bahader Shaw, the fon and fucceflbr throne, 
of Aurungzebe, to the vacant throne. But this unfortunate prince, 
being as weak as his predeceflbr, was but little calculated to reftore 
the empire to its former fplendour f. 

All the provinces, except thofe which lay between Delhi and Moftofthe 
Lahore, had been in fad difmembered from the empire, though already 
they paid a nominal allegiance. The Decan had been ufurped, by 

f Dow’s Decline of the Empire, p, 59, 


^ Dow*s Decline of the Empire# p. 56 . 
Lawrence’s Ntirralive, p, 58 . 
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the family of the very perfon, to whom Alumgire owed his throne. 
Guzerat was entirely loft j the three provinces of Bengal had fub- 
mitted to the government of a mean Tartar adventurer and his fuc- 
ceffors ; Malava was divided among petty Rajahs ; and Ajmere owned 
the authority of an independent prince. Moft of the provinces, which 
had been formerly fubje£t to the empire, were involved in all the 
horrors of a civil war. « Villainy was pradifed in every form ; 
all law and religion were trodden under foot ; the bands of private 
friendfhips and connexions, as well as of fociety and government, 
were broken ; and every individual, as if in a foreft full of wild 
beafts, found no fafety, but in the ftrength of his own arm 

Sullabut Jung, whom the French had ralfed to the office of Subah 
of the Decan, upon the death of his nephew, Muziffer Jung, in 
the month of February 1751, ftill poflefled the dignity of Nizam, 
in oppofition to the court of Delhi. Supported by the arms of 
thofe, to whom he owed his power, he held a confiderable degree of 
authority in the provinces, which lay neareft to his capital. The 
Marattas, who had been formidable, for many years, to the whole 
empire, had torn feveral large diftriXs, from the dominion of Sul- 
labut Jungt ; and his friends the French had obtained, fjrom his Fa- 
vour, or rather extorted from his fears, the four maritime provinces 
of Muftaphanagur, Yalore, Rajamundrum and Chicacole. Thefe 
acquifitions, together with the province of Condavir, put the French 
in pofleffion of “ the fea-coaft of Coromandel and Orifla, in an un- 
interrupted line of fix hundred miles, from the Gondcgama to the 
famous Pagoda of Jagganat jl,” This extenfive territory, yielding 
annually more than half a million fterling, was the greateft domi- 
nion, hitherto, , poflefled by Europeans in Hindoftan. In return for 
ceffions fo valuable, the French lent their arms to the Subah, to re- 

^ Dow’s Decline of xHe Empire* f Orme, vol, i. p. 329. jj: Ibid. p. 334^ 333. , 
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cQver the tribute due to the empire, from the rich and extenfive ^ P* 

province of Myfore. It was his march into that country, which de- — 

livered the. Carnatic, in April 1755, from the troublefome, though 
ineffedfual, war carried on at Tritchinopoly by the Myforean re- 
gent. 

The conditional treaty concluded in 17 C4 had introduced a fuf- A^fpenfion 

,,, of arms be- 

penfion of hoftilities between the Englilh and French, not only as tween the 
enemies to one another, but as allies to the country-powers. Ma- 
hommed Ali, now acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic, was Hill 
far from proffeffing that decilive authority over the country, which 
the nature of his office implied. The Zemindars of the province of Unfettled 
Madura, and the Polygars of Tinnevelly railed difturbances in the Carnatic, 
fouth and though the Polygars of the north had made fome com- 
penfation, for the tribute, which they had retained during the late 
civil war, their fubipiffion had only the appearance of being 
tempwk1^,; :» ' they were not deprive<Fof the means of fupporting 
future difobedience. Mortaz-Ali, the Phoufdar of Velore, was not Morfaz-Alt 
only a powerful, and, therefore, a dangerous dependent ; but had th^Frendl!^ 
even been, and ftill might be, the rival of the Nabob, as governor 
of 4 ;he country, ffiould the prefent ftate of the Engliffi influence 
fuffer any change. When a force had marched from Arcot, to de- 
mand the cuftomary tribute, the interference of the French, in fa- 
vour of Mortaz-Ali, had convinced the Nabob, that they only 
waited for a future opportunity to renew their former exertions 
againft his title and power^ 

To add to his embarraffment, the Rajah of Tanjore, whom he had Rajah of 
a right to confider as a vaffal of , tire empire, accountable for his con- 
dud to him, as Nabob of Arcot, had not only ffiewn an attach- 
ment to his enemies in the late war, but had, now, without his Attached w 

... 1 • t F'cncb. 

authority, kindled a war of his own. This war was carried on. Makes war on 
againft Tondiman, a Polygar, whofe allegiance had been transferred 

to 
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to the Moguls, as a dependent on Tritchinopoly, when that city and 
province came under their power. His territories lay between 
Tanjore and Madura, bordering, in part, to the north, on the pro- 
vince of Tritchinopoly, to the Naig of which the Polygar had been 
fubjedt, from the earlieft account we have i-eceived of the affairs of 
the Carnatic Faithful to his duty, as a vaffal, he not only fent 
a body of four hundred horfe and three thoufand Collerie» to the aid 
of the Nabob, when befieged in Tritchinopoly in 1752; but had, 
during the war, fupplied the army with provifions f j when, at the 
very time, the Rajah of Tanjore prevented his merchants from car- 
rying any to the camp or city. Againft this ufeful and faithful 
vaffal, Pretaupa-Sing proceeded to hoftilities. The pretence of war 
marks the charader and injuftice of the Rajah. Having ceded Kelly- 
nelly-cotah and its diftrids to Tondeman, for fervices performed, in 
a feafon of diftrefs, he difavowed the ceflion, when that diftrefs was 
removed. Mona-ji, who was, at the time, general and minifler of 
Tanjore, enraged at his mafter’s perfidy, “ purloined the ufe of the 
feal, and delivered the patents, thus apparently authenticated, ac- 
eording to promife.” Captain Calliaud, who commanded at Tritchi- 
nopoly, by working on Pretaupa-Sing's natural timidity, fufpended 
hoftilities, but could not induce the Rajah to lay afide the defign of 
war %. 

In May 1756, war was declared between Great Britain and 
France. But the two Companies, on the coaft of Coromandel, had 
fo much weakened their refpe<ftive forces, by detachments, to other 
parts of India, that both feemed averfe to commit hoftilities, for 
fome time after the advices of a breach, between the two nations, 


^ Rous’s Appendix, No. XX VL p. 941* 
f voUi, p, 172. 273. 2S5# 294, 343# 

346# 35 It This Polygar, Tondeman, ilil I re- 
mained a friend to the Nabob. He fotnetimes adions on tbe Coaft of Coromandel, p. 99 
fent his troops, and uU our provifions came 


from his country. Lawrence, p. 45. Vide 
Cambridge’s Tranfadlons on the Coaft^ p, 

J Orme, voL i p* 403. Cambridge’s Tranf- 
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arrived §. Though they took the field, at laft, nothing remarkable ^ P- 

happened during the year 1757. The difturbances of the Carnatic ' 

ftill continued. Two of the Nabob’s brothers, aiming at indepen- DiiiurbVnces 
dence, took arms in the two extremities of his government. Ma- 
pheus Chan, employed in the redu£tion of the Polygars, in 
the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly, having obtained a com- 
plete vidlory, held the city of Madura, in oppofition to the Nabob 
and his allies ; whilft Nazeabulla, his natural brother’*, became re- Nabob’s bio- 
fradory in his government of Nellore. To add to the public cala- 
mities arifing from this double rebellion, the Marattas invaded the 
Carnatic to demand the Chout, which had not been paid ever fince 
the defeat and death of Anwar-ul-dien in 1749. But their retreat 
was purchafed with the trifling fum of three lacks of rupees -f-. 

Though Captain Calliaud had, by his fpirited conduft, fufpended y*'*''. between 
the war between Pretaupa-Sing and Tondiman in 1756, the Rajah Tondiman 
had reforaed his hoftile intentions in the beginning of 1757. Kelly- 
nelly* cotah, the objed of conteft, was taken by Mona-ji, the general 
of Tanjorc, in the month of January. But though Calliaud made a 
journey to Tanjore, as well to re-eftablifli peace, as to obtain troops, tbeEughHi. 
from both the contending parties, to affift in the redudion of Ma- 
dura, he failed, in all his efforts, and found the difference between 
them irreconcil cable 1 ^. Both proraifed fair ; but Tondiman only 
adhered to his word. A thoufand of his horfe and one hundred 
Colleries joined Calliaud at Anwafhul. Pive hundred horfe were ^eac^^ua* 
expeded from Tanjore ; but none came. Calliaud “ being convinced condua. 
that the Rajah, notwithftanding his promifes, did not intend to fend 

any, made a merit of rejeding what he was not likely to obtain 11.” 

. . ^ writer 

Yet a late writer dogmatically affirms, from the hiftorian juft cited, cenfured. 
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^ Cantbrdge, p* io8* 

Ibid. p. no, Onne, vol. ii* 


X Orme, ii. p. 19S 
11 Ibid. 
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that Pretaupa-Sing “ had attached his felf to the caufe of the Eng- 
li£h, had fupported their ally, had fought his and their battles *. 

On the 28th of April 1758, a confiderable reinforcement o£ 
troops arrived at Pondicherry, under the command of the Count 
de Lally. The known fuperiority of the French on the coaft, prior 
to the coming of this force, had determined the Englifli Prelidency 
to fufpeiid all operations in the field, and to diftribute the troops in 
the different gamfons ■f*. On the very evening of Lally’s landing 
at Pondicherry, he ordered one thoiifand men, under Count 
d’Efiaign, to march towards Fort St. , David ; but it was the 26th 
of May before he opened his batteries againft the place. ' On the 
firft of Jufte the fort furrendered, after a feeble refiftance ; and 
Devi-Cotah was evacuated before the enemy marched that way. 
Nothing lefs, than the total expulfion of the Britilh from the coaft 
of Coromandel, if not from all India, was the obje<ft of the French ; 
W'ho were, now, pofTeffed of a greater foixe of Europeans, than was 
ever before, at one period, in that country. Madras was the next 
objed, after the taking of Fort St. David. But the fuperiority of 
the Britilli fquadron rendered it difficult, if not impradficable, to 
tranfport, by fea, the neceflary ftores from Pondicherry for befieg-, 
ing the place ; and Lally had neither money nor influence in the 
country, to enable him to carry them by land. 

The wealth of the R^ijah of Tanjore had rendered him a fit objetft 
of plunder ; and, befides, the French government at Pondicherry 
were pofTeffed of fuch a claim as might give a colour of juftice to 
demands upon that wealth. When-, in the year 1751, Muziffer- 
Jung, as Subah of the Decan, and Chunder-Saib, in quality of Na- 
bob of Arcot, had reduced Pretaupa-Sing to extremity, he com- 
pounded the arrears of tribute, from the death of Sipadar Ali in 1 742, 
at 5,600,000 rupees Unable, or rather unwilling, to pay this 


• Defence of Lord Pigot, p. 40. t Cambridge, p. 123. J 632,500!. 

fum, 
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fum, he had given his bond to Chunder-Saib ; and Chunder-Saib chap. 
had tiansferied his property, in that deed, to the French government. ■ m 
T o add political importance to this |cind of private claim, the Count 


de Lally, in imitation of the Englitfc in 1749, efpoufed the caufe of 
a pretender to the government of Tanjore. The wretched figure, 
whom he refolved to raife, on this occafion, to favour his views, 
Was one Gatica, the uncle of Shaw-ji, whofe pretenfions the Eng- 
lilh Prefidency had aflerted, where they fufFered themfelves to be 
purchafed from, his caufe by the ceffion of Devi-Cotah. His ho- 
nourable allies had agreed to detain Shaw-ji in prifon, when they 
fettled matters with his rival ; but the unfortunate man found means 
to efcape from their hands. In revenge for his flight, or to fecure 
his inaflivity, they threw Gatica into the fetters from which his ne- 
phew had extricated lumfelf. With Fort St. David, he fell into the 
hands of Daily, who produced him at Pondicherry, « with much 
oftentatioh and ceremony*,” to raife the apprehenfions, and con- 
fequcntly to open the treafure, of Pretaupa-Sing to his intended de- 


He raifes up 
a pretender. 


mands f. 

The preparations and intentions of Lally having reached the ears Rajah foiidts 
of Pretaupa-Sing, he folicited the aid of the Nabob and the protec- 
tion of the Englifli. Though his former condudt had given him no 
claim to affifiance from either, they were both willing to give, from 
policy, what he had no right to afk from their gratitude. They, «'Wch he is 
therefore, authorized Captain Calliaud, who then commanded at csive. 
Tritchinopoiy, to ad as occafion might require. But that officer, Hi 
from his perfonal knowledge of the charader of the Rajah, toge- f/lSous 
ther with “ the continual and authentic accounts, which he obtained- 
of the duplicity of his councils jl,’ was afraid of “ fending fuccours, 
which might be betrayed to the enemy He was apprehenfive, 
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on the other hand, that his wlth-holding afhftance might furnifli the- 
timidity of Pretaupa, with a pretext to make terms with the 
French. He, therefore, at all rifques, detached five hundred 
Sepoys with ten European artillery-men, and three hundred Col- 
leries*,’’ to Tanjore. This force, he deemed, was fufficient to- 
keep up the hopes of the Rajah of receiving more ; having pru- 
dently refolved to accommodate his own future aid to the conduct- 
of Pretaupa ; which, as he had reafon to diftruft it, he gave direc- 
tions fhould be narrowly watched -f-. 

Tally, marching from Pondicherry on the 18th of June, arrived 
on. Ac fame day of July, within fix miles of Tanjore. Pretaupa- 
Sing, having endeavoured to atnufe the French in their march with 
negociation, their commander, with a precipitate folly, infeparable 
from his charadter, expofed his own incapacity of enforcing any 
terms, by the nature of thofe he propofed. Having reduced his 
claim of more than five millions of' rupees, to one million; he in- 
fifted uponr receiving ten- thoufand pounds weight of gun-powder. 
Though the want of an article, fo neceffary to the operations of war, 
might be thought a fufficient encouragement againfl; all treaty, the 
feeble fpirit of Pretaupa gave way, upon the arrival of fome bat- 
tering cannon, from Karrical “ He conferred in earneft with 
Tally, and concluded a treaty, the terms of which were founded on 
that commandcr’'s declaration, that he intended to march from Tan- 
jore againft Tritchinopoiy §.”' To aid the French againfl his fupe- 
rior, the Nabob, as well as the Englifli, the allies of that prince, whofe 
troops were adually defending his capital, the treacherous and timid 
Pretaupa ‘‘ agreed to lend three hundred of his heft horfe, to furnifli 
one thoufand Coolies and Mattockraen, and to fupply the French 
army "with provifions during the fiege He alfo confented “ to 
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driver two refpedable hoftages, and to give five hundred thoufand 
rupees to be paid, at different periods, and upon the execution of 
ftated terms §. 

The languor, with which his part of the treaty was executed by 
Pretaupa Sing, inflamed the irafcible fpirit of Lally, into a re- 
newal of the war. The puerile threats of that officer improved 
the natural timidity of the Rajah into defpair. He refolved to de- 
fend himfclf to the laft extremity. He redoubled his folicitations for 
aid from Tritchinopoly. Captain Calliaud, who was no ftranger to 
the late negociations, “ had hitherto thought it unfafe to truft any 
more troops in the Rajah’s power, whilft making engagements to 
affift the French, in the redudion of Tritchinopoly •f'.” But, being 
convinced, from this laft rupture, that the time of negociation was 
paft, he detached on the 6th of Auguft a confidcrable reinforcement 
to I’anjore. lLalIy» having opened his batteries on the 2d, ^ had on 
the 7th made a breach in the wall. But, having expended his am- 
munition, and being alfo terrified, by the defeat of the French 
fquadron, on the coaft, he called a council of war, in which it was 
refolved to raife the fiege J. In his retreat he was haraffed by the 
Tanjorines ; and, thus, ended an expedition, undertaken through 
diftrefs, carried on in folly, and defeated by paffion and impatience. 

Though the ineffedual hoftiiitiesagainftTanjore had demonftratcd, 
that the French were deftitute of the means of war, as well as of an 
able commander for carrying it on, their fuperiority in numbers ftill 
induced the Britifh to confine tlierafelves within their forts. The 
Count de Lally, with all the intemperance and impatience of his 
violent mind, quarrelled with his friends, whilft he made rapid pre- 
parations for attacking his enemies. His difappointment, rather 
than defeat, before Tanjore, had roufed his indignation, as having 
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proceeded from a contemptible enemy ; and he refolved to recover 
from a more refpedable foe, the laurels, which his own precipitate 
folly had loft. Having taken the field, in the end of September, 
he took poffeifion of Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, on the 4th 
of Odober, with all the oftentation natural to excelfive pride §. 

On the 1 2th of the fame month, a confiderable reinforcement, 
from the French fettlements in Golconda, having croffed the moun- 
tains, behind the pagoda of Tripettl, arrived at Arcot. This addi- 
tional force efcorted a confiderable fum of money, which, with fup- 
plies of the fame kind from Mauritius, enabled Lally to profecute 
the war, with vigour |j. 

The Prefidency at Fort St. George, no longer in doubt concern- 
ing Tally’s intention to lay fiege to that place, began to prepare for 
a vigorous defence. An officer of the moft diftinguiflied merit, 
Colonel Lawrence, commanded the garrifon ; but the nominal “ de- 
fence of the fiege was committed, by a vote of the'Council, to 
Mr. George Pigot, then Prefident for the Company, at Madras. 
This gentleman, though bred to trade, was poffeffed of perfonal re- 
folution ; and he had once feen the face of an enemy, about feven 
years before “ Every good officer being in the field,” in the 
middle of July 1751, Mr. Saunders, then Governor of Fort St. 
David, ordered Mr. Pigot, one of the Council, to conduct a convoy 
of ftores to Verdachellum, a fort to the north of the river Coleroon. 
This fervice he performed, without lofs; but being attacked, upon 
his return, by the troops of a Polygar, with match-lock guns, Mr. 
Pigot had the good fortune to fave himfelf, by the fpeed of his 
horfe The vote, which conferred upon Pigot “ the defence of 
the fiege directed him to confult Colonel Lawrence, on all occa- 
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S40. t Ibid. 

j| Orme, India Papers, paffim* ^ Ibid, vol* ii. p. 3 ^^* 

* Orme, vol. ii. p. 388. 


fioasj 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

fions, and on extraordinary emergencies to aflcmble a council of the 
luperior oflicers of the garrifon |j. Mr. Pigot, during the fubfequcnt 
fiege, exhibited refolution and adivity. He vifited the works every 
day, encouraged the garrifon, and rewarded their fervices, with 
money. But the moft commei^dable part of his condudt was his 

attention to the provifions, 4 s'hich were plenty and good in their 
kind 

To thefe arrangements, within the walls of Fort St. George, pre- 
parations were made, without, to difturb the fiege, with which it 
was threatened. The garrifon of Cliingleput was reinforced. Cap- 
tain Calliaud, with a party, was ordered from Tritchinopoly, upon 
which the command and protedion of that city were committed to 
Captain Jofeph Smith, who has fince made fuch a diftinguiflied 
figuie, on the coaft of Coromandel. That officer had, by orders 
from the Prefidency, detached two thoufand Sepoys, from his garri- 
fon, on the 21 if of November. The Rajah of Tanjore, the Mara- 
war, and the Polygar Tondiman, who had fo freely and fo faithfully 
given, aid, in the Myforean war, gave affurances and was really col- 
leding fome troops *. But the Marawar returned no anfwer f , 
eiihei to the requifitions of the Nabob, or the felicitations of the 
Prefidency J. The Rajah of Tanjore, notwithftanding the late in- 
juries he had fuftained from the French, and the late aid he had re- 
ceived from the Engliffi, expreffed himfelf in equivocal terms. To 
overcome his obftinacy and, if poffible, to rouze his gratitude, Major 
Calliaud was fent, on the 30th of November, in a common maf- 
foola, to Tranquebar ; from whence he was to proceed to Tanjore, 
» to convince the Rajah of the impolicy of his indifference 
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Major Calliaud, after ha-ving encountered various difficulties and 
overcome many interruptions, arrived at Tanjore, on the 17th of 
December- Prior to that officer’s arrival, Captain Jofeph Smith at 
Tritchinopoly had “ clofely preffed” the Rajah, to furnifh the thou- 
fand horfe requefted by the Prefidency ♦. But he pleaded the ravages 
committed by the French, as an excuf^ and “ demanded :\vo hun- 
dred thoufand rupees -f beforehand;” at length he plainly faid, that 
he thought the Engliffi did not care what befel the territories of their 
allies, provided they could defend their own. But as he could not 
allege this indifference to himfelf, when attacked by the French, he 
cited the unconcern, with which they had fuffered “ that nation to 
take every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Ar- 
cot, without making any efforts to protedf them yet “ he knew 
the Prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were loling 
their own revenues J.’’ Colonel Calliaud found the Rajah fo pre- 
poffeffed of the decline of the fortune of the Engliffi, that he neg- 
lected the cuftomary attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative ; 
for, inflead of allotting to him a houfe, he permitted him to refide in 
a common choultry, the ufual receptacle of the meaneft travellers §. 

To add infult to his want of attention, the Rajah permitted the two 
French hollages, whom he had detained, ever fmce Tally’s ineffedual 
liege, to depart, as it were, in Major Caliiaud’s fight. In a conference 
■with the Major, he alleged, that he had fufficiently expofed himfelf 
to the refentment of the French, by having already fent three hun- 
dred horfe to the affiftance of the Engliffi. Yet thefe horfe were not 
furniffied by the Rajah, but hired in his territories, by the Nabob’s 
agents [[. The Rajah, knowing that Calliaud could raife no money, 
on the credit of the Company, in the prefent gloomy ftate of their 
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affairs, offered four hundred horfe, provided be would difcbarge 
their arrears. In vain did Calliaud apply for money at Tanjore, at 
Negapatam and even at Tritchinopoly. The agents, who had 
been accuftomed, in the firft of thofe places, to give money, for bills 
on the Prefidency, were either intimidated by the Rajah, or terrified 
by the untoward afped of the times. The Dutch of Negapatam, 
though they proffered a loan, took fuch advantage of the ftate of 
things, that they demanded a difcount of 25 per cent, upon bills ; 
and the Shroff at Tritchinopoly “ retraded his promife, and refufed 
to fupply money, upon any terms *.’* But though Mr. Norris, a 
member of the Council, who happened to pafs through Tanjore, on 
his way to Tritchinopoly, advanced ten thoufand pagodas ; and, 
“ by this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay,’' the Rajah broke his 
promife with regard to the horfe f* This difhonourable and evafive 
condud forced Major Calliaud to quit Tanjore, expreffing at his 
departure his utmoft indignation, which he intended Ihould be con- 
veyed to the Rajah’s ears$. Terrified by the difguft, refen tment and 
abrupt departure of Major Calliaud, he ordered, at length, the de- 
manded cavalry to march j but having, perhaps defignedly, broke 
his promife of paying their arrears, they proceeded flowly, re- 
ludantly and ufelefsly, on their way f . 

The Rajah’s treachery to the Englifh was accompanied by in- 
fults to his fuperior the Nabob. Under the uncertainty of the fafety 
of the fort, Colonel Lawrence had prevailed with that prince, to 
leave Madras, with his family, on the 20th of December. After a 
Ihort, but tempeftuous paffage by fea, he arrived at the Dutch fet- 
tlement of Negapatam, on his way to Tritchinopoly. His wife 
had been brought to bed on board j and had fallen into a dangerous 
illnefs. The retreat of the Nabob, from Madras, under the cir- 

• Ome, vol. ii. p. 439. f Ibid. t Ibid. § Ibid. p. 440. 

E cumflances, 


J05 

CHAP. 

IV. 


Helliatrcfully 
bieaks h s 
promife. 


He infults the 
Nabob. 



io6 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


CHAP. 

IV. 


He refules to 
admithim into 
Tanjore, or to 
vifithim. 


But is pre- 
vailed on to 
the latter by 
Calliaod, 


The French 
lit down be- 
fore Madras* 


1759, 
The liege 
raiftd* 


Rajah of Tan- 
jore congta* 
tnlates the 
fuccefs at 
Madras* 


cumftances, which attended it, convinced Pretaupa Sing, that both 
he and his allies defpaired of being able to keep the place. The 
Nabob announced by his agent, that he intended to come into the 
city of Tanjore, on his way to Tritchinopoly ; and that he expelled, 
as ufual, to be met by the Rajah on the road. But the Rajah, “ ei- 
ther from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in dif- 
trefs or from his dread of the French, refufed either to admit 
the Nabob into the city, or to pay him the cuftomary vifit, without 
the walls. He paid no attention to the reprefentations of Major 
Calliaud, “ who endeavoured to correfl: his contumacy -f-,” The 
Nabob, having arrived on the 5th of January 1759, a village 
within feven miles of Tanjore ; Major Calliaud, having vifited that 
prince, went afterwards into Tanjore ; and by exhortations, but 
chiefly by the appearance of his efcort, prevailed on the Rajah, to 
vifit his fuperior in the cuftomary manner 

During thefe tranfadions at Tanjore, the French army were pre- 
paring to prefs Fort St. George with a fiege. The operations of 
war form no part of the defign of this eflTay. It is doubtful whether 
the ignorance of the enemy in the fcience of attack, or the fpirit 
of the befieged in defence, contributed moft to fave the place. 
The trenches were opened on the 2d of January 1759 ’ 

French quitted them with precipitation, on the appearance of a re- 
inforcement, on the 17th of February. In a fally conduded, with' 
more fpirit than judgment, the famous Count d’Eftaing was taken.. 
The lofs of that adive partifan, together with the death of Saubinet, 
an able officer, ruined the exertions of Lally, who feemed to have 
had none of the requifites necelTary to conftitute a general, except 
enterprife and courage. The repulfe of the French diminiftied their 
military reputation and increafed that of the Englifti. The Rajah 
of Tanjore, in fubferviency to this change of fortune, congratulated 
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the fuccefs at Madras, with a difcharge of his guns'*. The 
Prefidency, encouraged by his profeffions 'f', pronofed to him to 
affift them in furpriiing the fort of Karrical. But Pretaupa, or 
his minifter in his name anfwcrcd, that the kO: hoftilities of 
the French had ruined his country ; that, as the Englilh had driven 
the French from Madras, they fhould drive them alfo from Pondi- 
cherry, “ when Karrical would fall of courfe j;.” The Prelidciicy 
then requefted, that he would permit beeves to be purchafcd in his 
country as provifions for the fquadron §. Regarding this demand, 
as an infult upon his religion, he would not fuffer the interpreter to 
go on, in reading their letter 1|. 

The reinforcement, whofe arrival had induced Lally to raite the 
fiege of Madras, rendered the Englilh equal, in number of Euro- 
peans, to the French on the coaft. But the want of bullocks, coolies, 
and other neceflaries prevented their taking the field till the firft 
week in March f. The gallant Colonel Lawrence, worn out by 
the infirmities of age and by difeafe, found himfelf obliged to re- 
linquifli a fervice, in which he had made fuch a confpicuous figure. 
Colonel Draper, the next in command, whofe health was impaired 
by the climate, found himfelf obliged to quit the coaft. Major 
Calliaud fucceeded the firft, in the command of the Company’s 
troops ; and Major Brereton the latter, at the head of thofe of the 
king. After fome movements of no confequence, the two armies, 
as it were by mutual confent, remained inactive during the greateft 
part of the fummer. The Englifti waited for reinforcements ; the 
French were mutinous, for want of clothing and pay. About three 
hundred men having arrived from Europe at Madras, in the begin- 
ning of September, Major Brereton, as commander in chief, took 


C H A P. 
IV. 


bjt rrfufes 
aiDllaiife to 
the 


Will not fuller 
the IcLter of 
the Prefidency 
to be read. 

The Enjilifh 
equal in force 
to the French^ 


Colonel Law- 
rence reiigns 
the ihrvicc* 


N'othing ma« 
terial happens 
till the end of 
the year. 


OrmCj voL lu p. 465* 
f Rous’s Appendix, No. V, p, 46. 
^ Ormcj vol. ii. p. 465, 


§ Orme, vol. ii. p. 465. 
!| Ibid. 

iff Cambridge, p, 197. 


P 2 


the 



icS HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


CHAP. 

iV. 


1760. 
Battle af 
Wandewafh. 
January, 


Arcot taken. 


and varlotiJ 
other forts. 


tKe field ; but being repulfed at Wandewafh, he fent the troops into 
cantonment near Conjeveram -f-. Lieutenant-Colonel Coote arriving, 
in the mean time, from Europe, took the command of the army. 
But the year 1759 clofed, without any adtion of much confequence 
or great renown. 

The year 1760 opened with an adion, which, in its confequences, 
decided the fate of the war on the coaft of Coromandel. The Englifli, 
having taken Wandewafh in December i']S 9 > revived the repu- 
tation of their arms in the eyes of the country powers j and the pof- 
felfion of that place was of fo much importance to the French, 
that they fat down before it in the month of January. Lieutenant- 
Colonel Coote, in relieving Wandewafh, defeated the whole force 
of the enemy in a regular battle. Having loft near eight hundred 
dead and wounded in the adtion and left all their cannon and other 
trophies and fpoils of war on the field, they were obliged to fhut 
themfelves up in Pondicherry. Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, 
fell into the hands of the vidtors in the month of February $. The 
French, in confequence of their defeat, recalled their troops from 
the ifland of Seringam, near Tritchinopoly, which had been relin- 
quifhed to them, by the regent of the Myfore, in the year, 1755. 
The forts of Permacoil, Alamparva, Karical, and feveral other 
places of ftrength, fell, one by one, into the hands of the Englifh ; 
and Lieu tenant- Colonel Coote took meafures, in the beginning of 


April, to block up Pondicherry itfqlf by land §. 

Nabob pro- During thefe ^ranfadfcions, in the Carnatic, the Nabob renaained,. 
toArcou'*^™ in the fortrefs of Tritchinopoly. On the 30th of January, he re- 
ceived the news of the battle of Wandewafh; upon which he pitched 
his tent, difplayed his great ftandard and declared his intention of 
returning to the centre of his government Jj. Solicitous to make his. 
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appearance with pomp and figure, he requefied Captain Jofeph 
Smith to go and afk five hundred horfe of the Rajah of Tanjore 
The cavalry, which the Rajah had granted, the year before, to' the 
threats of Major Calliaud, had returned home, in the month of April, 
without having performed any fervice f. After the battle of Wande- 
wafli, changing with the current of fortune, not only the Rajah had 
fent horfe and foot, but even the two Mara wars their Colleries to the 
Nabob at Tritchinopoly. But Pretaupa-Sing, with his ufual verfa- 
tility, foon withdrew his troops. When Smith arrived at Tanjore, 
the Rajah, who either was, or pretended to be, indifpofed, with dif- 
ficulty admitted his vifit. He recommended him to his Dubbeer, 
or treafurer ; but that officer, “ notwithftanding the late fuccefs of 
the Britifh arms, infifted that the Nabob ffiould furniffi the pay and 
the expences.’^ This, he knew, would be refufed ; “ and Captain 
Smith returned, without obtaining a fingle horfeman 

The blockade of Pondicherry employed the arms of the EngUffi, 
during the remaining part of the year 4760. M. Lally, to extricate 
himfelf, from his diftrefled fituation, had entered into a treaty with 
the Myforeans, with whom the French had maintained a correfpon- 
dence, ever fince the war, they had jointly carried on, from 1 753 to 
1755. ^ revolution had happened in Myfore, by which Lally had 

hoped to profit. Hyder-Ali, a Mahommedan partizan, who had 
diftinguiflied himfelf in the fervice of the Rajah of Myfore as a foldier 
of fortune, had found means to become his minifter. Having difplaced 
the uncle of the young prince, he feized the reins of government ; 
but to provide againft a reverfe of fortune, he was anxious to ac- 
quire a place of retreat. Such a place Lally promifed to procure 
for him in the Carnatic; which, together with other terms, beyond 
the power of the French to fulfil, induced the new regent to fend 
troops and provifions to Pondicherry. But the firft foon failed ; 
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and the latter, with the ufual ficklencfs of Afiaiics, redted. The 
town 1 educed, at length, to the laft extremity by famine, furien- 
dcied at difcietion on the i6th of January iy6i 

¥71111 Pondichciry, the power of France, on the continent of In- 
dia, expired. Some forts of little confequence, in the center of the 
Carnatic, were ganifoned by French troops ; but when the trunk 
was cut down, the branches fooii decayed. Thiagur fuiiendered, 
in February, to Major Preflon, at difcietion; and the almoft im- 
pregnable fortiefs of Gingee could only fecure the honours of war 
to its garrifon, which capitulated to Captain Smith, on the fifth of 
April -f. The fall of that place terminated the war which had con- 
tinued, with little intermiffion, for fifteen years, between the Eng- 
hfli and French, on the coaft of Coromandel. The fame current of 
misfortune had overwhelmed the latter, in every other part of In- 
dia. Their government and commerce were extirpated in Bengal. 
They had loft the northern provinces, which had been their rewaid 
for the murder of Nazir Jung, .the untimely death of his fon Mu- 
ziflfer and their fupport of his brother Sullabut, as Subah of the 
Decan. A few military adventurers of their nation had retired to 
Myfore, in purfuit of fortune and fubfiftence ; and thefe, with fome 
trading houfes on fufferance at Surat and Calicut, became a kind of 
infult on the former power of the French, by conneQing its memory 
with misfortune. 

Though the hoftilities, between the Englifti and French Compa- 
nies, had become a part of the wai between the two nations, as each 
was affifted by its refpedive fovereign, they were both, ftriiftly 
fpeaking, but auxiliaries to the rivals for the Naboblhip of the Car- 
natic. The Englifti, at leaft, confidered tbemfelves, as only con- 
tending for the legal government, under which they had fo long 
flouriflied %, againft ufurpers, either created or fupported by the in- 

* Carabryge, Oime, India Papers, paffira. t Governor Saunders’s Letter to the French 

f Oune, \ul. 11 . p 733. Deputies, Feb. 15,1734* Cambridge's ^p.p,34.. 
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trigues and arms of the French, The former, acknowledging the 
authority of the Mogul, *' from whom they had received Phirmans, 
for their fettlements and trade, and lived under the protedion of his 
governors,” confidered their fupport of his officers neceffary, on 
every principle of juftice and gratitude'^. They knew that the fa- 
mily of Anwar-ul-dien were the undoubted reprefen tatives of the 
emperor in the Carnatic; and their Prefident fcrupled not to affirm, 
in a public deed, that the French had violated the fundamental laws 
of the country, and had adually rebelled, in oppofing the legal de- 
puties.of the empire ■f'. He fupported the affertion with indifputable 
fads. Anwar-ul-dien was the acknowledged, undoubted and legal 
Nabob, when the French killed him in battle, fuppoiting rebels 
againft his authority. Nazir Jung was governor-general of the 
I>ecan, the acknowledged reprefentative of the Mogul, when he was 
affalEnated, by thf, intrigues of the French ; and they continued their 
rebellion againft the Mogul, in the perfon of his undoubted repre- 
fentative Mahommed Ali, as his rights to his government had not 
only been derived from a legal viceroy, but had alfo been approved 
by the court of Delhi 

The French, on the other hand, had uniformly fupported ufur- 
pation, lebellion, and aflaffination. Having contiibuted to the 
murder of Nazir-Jung, the lawful viceroy of the Decan, they raifed 
Muziffer-Jung to the vacant Mufnud. This Suba, whofe only title to 
office arofe from murder, appointed Chunder-Saib, his deputy, in the 
Carnatic. The ufurpation of Muziffer terminating with his life, fcarcc 
two months after his elevation, the French created another fiditious 
viceroy in the Decan. Under this illegal viceroy, they obtained fome 
provinces for themfelves and difpofed of the governments of others, 
by his illegal commiffions. Notwithftanding the declining ftate of 
the empire, and the weaknefs of the prince, who fat upon the throne, 
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the court of Delhi could never be peifuaded to give validity, by 
commilTions, to fuch daring invafions, upon its authority. Upon 
the death of Nazir Jung, his eldeft brother Gliazi-ul dien was ap- 
pointed governor-general of the Decan ; and when that viceroy was 
poifoned, by the procurement of Sullabut Jung, his fon of the fame 
name was nominated to his vacant ofiBce. The elder Ghazi fent his 
Saneds * to Mahommed Ali, for the government of the Carnatic, 
which were, afterwards, confirmed by the younger Ghazi, as vizier 
of the empire. The Mogul himfelf, in proof of his full approba_ 
tion of the appointment, was pleafed to fend his own phirm^n to 
the Nabob j and to order theEnglilh to fupport him, againft all the 
enemies of his authority $. 

It appears, by the acknowledgment of the Prefident, a£ting in his 
public capacity and negociating a folemn treaty, that the Englifh, 
fettled on the coaft of Coiomandel, owned themfelves, on all occa- 
fions, the faithful fubje£ts of the Mogul empire |). It appears alfo, 
that they confidered the Fiench, who were on the fame fooling with 
themfelves, with regard to the empire, as actually rebels, on account 
of their oppofing the rights and authority of Mahommed Ali, the 
lawful reprefentative of the Mogul in the Carnatic f. The infer- 
ences to be drawn from the whole are, that the Englifli were fubjeds 
of the Mogul empire ; that, as fuch, they acknowledged, fupported, 
and ought to have obeyed the Mogul governor of Arcot ; that Ma- 


# W€ wrq^e to tbe Mogul of the revolu- 
tjon, and our attachment to the Circar, and 
deftred his orders, that we might ad in obedi- 
ence to them. He was gracioufly pleafed to 
fend Nabob Mahommed Alice a phirmamidfor 
the Carnatic, to appoint Gauzedey Cawn vice- 
roy of the Deckan, who likewife granted Na- 
bob Mahommed Alice a Saned, and gave us 
orders to fappo’'! him* This phirmaund from 
ihe Mogul, this faned from Gauzedey Cawn, 


have never been revoked ; from which it is ob- 
vious, that Nabob Mahommed Alice Cawn’s 
title IS juft, and that we have aded according 
to the fundamental laws of the country*’ » 
Governor Saunders’s Letter, p. 36, ubi fupra. 

X Governor Saunders to the French Deputies, 
Feb, 15 th, 1754, palHm. 

II Ibid* p* 36* 
f Ibid. 


hammed 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

hommed AH was that governor ; that the war, which terminated in 
the expulfion of the French, as rebels, was hs war; and that the 
Company, mftead of being principals in it, were fcarcely allies, as 
they only performed their duty, as fubjeds It muft be 
owned, that they executed, w-ith fo much fpirit and fo efFedually, 
that duty, that they deferved every reward, confillent with their 
original condition and fundamental tenure, in the empire. 

There is, however, great reafon to believe, that the war, which 
was brought to fuch a happy conclufion, by the fpirit of the Britifh, 
had originally fprung from the *' adherence of the family of Anwar- 
ul-dten, to their caufe. Had the Nabob continued to obferve the 
treaty of neutrality, concluded with the French, in the end of 1746, 
M. Duplcix would not, probably, have had recourfe to a prifon at 
Satarah, to raife a lival, for the government of the Carnatic. But 
when Fort St. David .was threatened, in March 1747, the Nabob, 
ftudidtils to pffeferve the peace of the province, made preparations, 
which plainly indicated his determined refolution, to fupport the 
EngHih intcreft, then gieatly on the decline, on the coaft. His fon, 
the prefent Nabob, with whom and his brother the French had fet- 
tled the treaty of neutiality, made no fecret of the indignation, 
which the conduif of that nation had excited in his mind*. To 
thefe fources ought, perhaps, to be traced, the extreme animofity, 
which the French exhibited, upon every occafion, againfl; the family 
of Anwar-ul-dien 'f. Be that as it will, it is certain, that the pre- 
fent Nabob aferibed all the fucceeding wars with the French, the 
death of his father, and the ruin of all lirs for tune and country, to 

J Such Teem to liave been tbe ideas of Go* }our liTihnefb'i pnteSim, as ilie/ did under 
vernor Pigot# It is my fincere wiOi* th:xt that of tormcr Subadar*/^— to Nab 'b, 
your higiHiefsfhoald be jBrmly ellabhfhed in the Aug 5ih, 175 > the fame the fame, 

leat of government, with every honour and June 23d, lyuo. The fame 10 the Begum^ 
advantage puflefkd by your anceflors, and thit July itl, 1760 
you may enjoy the Carnatic , and tl at Rous% AppendiK, No 1 , p. rj. 

the Company may carry on their hufmefi^ under f Vide Dupiiix^ Letter to Na?4r Jung, 

the 
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the zeal, which he himfelf had ihewn in favour of the Engliih, 
in the years 1747 and 1748 This circumftance occafioned no 
diminution of that gratitude, which he owed to their fuccefsful ex- 
ertions in extricating him and his family, from the difficulties, 
in which they had been involved, by their attachment. 

When the French were inclofed within the bound -hedge of Pon- 
dicherry, in X 760, the Nabob began ferioufly to think of forming 
a new government, or rather a new conftitutiori, between himfelf 
and his fuccefsful allies. The ravages of the French, Myforeans 
and Marattas ; the public calamities infeparable from a long feries of 
hoftilities ; the lefradory conduct of Rajahs, Polygars and Kille- 
dars, in not only with-holding their juft tribute, but even aiding the 
enemies of the lawful government, had impoveriftied the country, 
and ruined the finances of the prince. The treafure of Anwar-ul- 
dien had been long exhaufted, by the misfortunes of his family* 
The precarious revenue, irregularly collected, from fuch diftrids, as 
had not been entirely ruined, by the depredations, or poffeffed by 
the power of the enemy, had been expended, as foon as received. 
But the late defeat of the French, and the almoft certain profpeCt of 
their, being driven entirely from the country, feemed to promife 
times of tranquillity and, profperity, which, with proper manage- 
ment, might fupply the wafte made by a war of near fifteen years. 

On the 13th of June 1760, the Nabob wrote a letter to Mr. Pigot, 
the Company’s Prefident at Madras, containing terms, which, though 
iefs than his gratitude wiflied to give were greater than his abili- 
ties. His propofitions were, that twenty-eight lacks of rupees, 
charged upon the grofs revenue of the Carnatic, fhould be paid per 
annum to the Company, till his debts fhould be extinguifhed : That 
this annual allowance fhould commence, on the nth of July 1760: 
That, befides the fum mentioned, which was to be paid at Madras, 


5. NabuVs Letter to Mr. Secretary Pitt, Feb. 1761, 


♦ Nabob’s Papers, palfim. 

the 
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the Nabob fhould advance annually three lacks of rupees to the pay- c a p, 
mailer at Tritchlnopoly, “ for defraying the expence of the Com- -v — 

pany’s people in that gariifon.” That fliould Pondicherry be re- 
duced, the ■whole money, due to the Company, Ihould be paid, in 
one year, provided the Englilh Ihould add a proper force to the 
troops of the Nabob, to bring to account fuch vaflals of the Carna- 
tic, as had with-held their tribute and allegiance, during the late 
troubles^. That, as the fum referved for theexpences of his govern- 
ment was the leaft, to which thole expences could be reduced, he ex- 
peded, in cafe any of the diftrids, between Nellore and Tinnevelly, 

Ihould either be loft tohimfelf, or plundered by the Prench or Marat- 
tas, the amount of fuch lofs, being fairly and reafonably fettled, ftiould 
be deduded from the twenty-eight lacks, alfigned to the Company. 

In return for this large aflignment on his revenues, the Nabob His demands 

^ ^ on that ac- 

declared, that he expected the Company were not to countenance count 
the refradorinefs of dependents, Killedars or Polygars. That the 
Englilh officers, in the different garrifons, Ihould not interfere in the 
affairs of the country, nor the difputes of the inhabitants. That the 
Prefidency Ihould write to fuch chiefs as depended, by different te- 
nures, on the Carnatic, announcing the prefent agreement. That 
the Company Ihould aid, upon requilition, the different renters, in 
the colledion of the revenue. That they Ihould not employ, in 
their fervice, any perfon in an office of trull, under the Nabob’s 
government. That the Nabob’s flag Ihould be hoifted, in the differ- 
ent forts, inftead of that of the Englilh. And to conclude the 
whole, the Nabob defired, that the friendlhip between him and the 
Company Ihould be transferred, after his death, to his children and 
continue, as long as Madras Ihould remain. Mr. Pigot, in the moll 
explicit manner, agreed to all thefe articles ; and declared, “ that he 
“ made the agreement, in full hopes, that it will for ever remain 


♦ Mr, Pigot to the Nabob, June 23d, 1760, Nabob’s PapCiS, vol. uL p* 44, 45. 

0^2 “ firm. 
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“ firm, and be truly performed by both parties, as long as the Eng- 
“ lifli fhall remain in Hindoftan. By the bleffing of God,” conti- 
nues the Piefident, “ the Company will never fail to give proofs of 
“ their friendfliip and fincerity to you and your family, and will be 
“ firm in fupporting you and your pofterity, in the Subadary of the 
“ Carnatic"*^.” 

Notwithftanding this folemn agreement, the Prefident and Coun- 
cil, foon after, applied to the Nabob, for fifty lacks of rupees, inftead 
of the fum fpecified in Mr, Pigofs letter of the 23d of June 1760. 
Driven to extremities, by the earneft inftances of the Prefidency, he 
was obliged to borrow money from individuals, to filence the cla- 
morous demands of the government. Hence firft proceeded that 
enormous weight of debt, under which he has ever fince groaned ; 
and, fiom which he has, now, little hopes of ever delivering 
himfelf. The expences of the fiege of Madras in 1 759, he had 
cheerfully undei taken to pay ; “ as it was,” to ufe his own words, 

the refidence of his friends.” But thofe friends charged him 
alfo, with the expences of the fiege of Pondicherry, as it was 
“ the lefidence of their own enemies.” To this demand he alfo 
agreed, upon condition of receiving the ftores which fliould be taken 
in the place. When the place was taken, notwithftanding their 
agreement, the Company’s fervants took the ftores to themfelves ; 
but they promifed to allow a certain fum for them, in the Nabob’s 
account. The Prefidency, accordingly, made an allowance in their 
books ; but the Court of Direftors fent orders to charge again the 
fum allowed, to the Nabob’s account -f. 

Soon after the taking of Pondicherry, the Nabob made a requifi- 
tion of the aid of the Company, to bring to reafon thofe dependents 
on the Carnatic, who had either joined his enemies, during the late 


* Pigot to the Nabob* Jane 3^5^, 1760* f Sir John lindfcy’s Narrative, October 
ubifupn. ^ 77 ^* Secretary of State’s OiHce. 
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war, or had taken advantage of the public difturbances to with-hold 
the cuflomaiy tiibute. As the Prefidency had, upon every occahon, 
efpecially during the v/ar, which terminated 101754, owned them- 
felves the fubjeds of the Mogul empire *, and had fupported its 
authority, againft the French and “ other rebels,” it was no matter 
of wonder, that the Nabob, as the reprefen tatxve of that empire, 
confidered himfelf entitled to the obedience of all the other depend- 
ents on his government. But though the moft powerful and moft hof- 
tile of thofe dependents were expelled, there weie other chiefs and feu- 
datories, who, taking advantage of the late difturbances, had with- 
held thedutiesof their tenures, and evenfortified tbemfelves againft his 
power. The moft confiderable of thofe were the three great Poly- 
gars of the north, Mortaz-Ali governor of Velore, in the heart of thefenam^d, 
the Carnatic j and, in the fouth, the greater and lefler Mara wars* 
together with the Rajah of Tanjore, more wealthy, and confequently The R?jah of 
more powerful, than them all f. Mortaz-AH had not only excluded Momz Aii. 
the authority of the Nabob, from his own government j but had even 
ufurped his title to the Carnatic. The two Marawars, though al- The- two Ma- 
ways dependent on Madura, had with-held their tubute and their 
feivice ; and the conduit of the Raj'ah of Tanjore had been fo uni- 
formly evafive, verfatile, and even treacherous, that it was plain, he 
wiftied for nothing lefs, than the profperity of the affairs of the 
Nabob and of thofe, who had fupported his caufe. The Nabob, 
therefore, requefted and expelled, that the army, after the neceflary 
lepofe, would accompany him, to fubduc by force, or to terrify, 
into reafon. thofe refradtory dependents |[. 

The attention of the Piefidency, being turned to other ob- ThePrefuien- 
jeifts, they infinuated their incapacity, for undertaking, with efFe<ft^ t^heir^ncapt 
the expeditions, which the Nabob required. But, in teftiraony of- 

* V cle Governor S?tmder&*a Letter to tlio + Ormc, voL n. p* 725* 

Freiuh Deputies^ paflim, g Ibid* 
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their fenfe of his decided right to the allegiance, tribute, and feudal 
duties of all the chiefs, from Nellore to Tinnevelly*, and their own 
refolution, upon a proper occafion, to fupport him, in thofe rights, 
they had direded Governor Pigot to write a circular letter to thofe 
chiefs, expreflive of their fentiments. They informed the Rajahs, 
Hamildars, Killedars, and Polygars, among others the Rajah of 
Tanjore, that “ by the bleffing of God, the •whole country of the 
« Carnatic, from Nellore to Tinnevelly f. is fallen under the go- 
** vernment of Mahommed Ali, and is obedient to his Highnefs s 
« orders. You are, therefore, implicitly to obey his orders and 
commands, which will be for your advantage X’ Governor 
Pigot, in his private capacity, exprefled the fentiments, which he^ 
now, enforced, in his public charader. In his letter to the Nabob’s 
wife, dated the firft of July 1760, he fays : “ The Company has, 
with great pleafure, agreed to all his Excellency’s bufinefs, agree- 
“ able to his defire j and they moft cordially wifh profperity to his 
« affairs, being obedient to him §.” Having exprefled the 
purport of the general letter to the chiefs of the Carnatic, he fays : 

By the bleffing of God, the whole Carnatic is entirely and 
“ firmly eftabliflied in the Nabob and his pofterity. As long as 
the Englifli fettlements remain in the Decan, Bengal, and Hin- 
“ doftan, the Company’s people are diligently to ufe their endeavours 
*'■ in promoting and affifting the affairs of the Carnatic, in its obe- 
« dience to the Nabob, and in maintaining firm fiiendfliip and re- 
« gardll.” 

The unwillingnefs of the Prefidency, to fend their army, to en- 
force the Nabob’s authority over his vaflals and tributaries, feemed 


♦ Governor Pigot’s General Letter. Nabob’s 
Papers, vol. L p* 42. ^ 

t That is, from the river Pennar to Cape 
Comorin. 


% PlgoPs Genera! Letter, ubi fupra. 

§ Pigot s Letter to the Nabob’s Wife, dated 
Tulv I, 1760. Nabob’s Papers, voL !. 

1 ! Ibid. 
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to have fubfided, in the fummer of 1761. That prince, there- 
fore, renewed his requifition of alEftance, in the month of Auguft, 
by laying before them an account of the tribute, which had been 
with-held, from his government, during the late troubles. The 
infamous Mortaz-Ali, who had murdered two princes of his own 
family, and ufurped the title of Nabob of the Carnatic, ftill remain- 
ed in poflfeffion of the ftrong fortrefs of Velore. Having, not only, 
refufed his tribute, but even the very £hew of obedience, though 
within a few miles of the capital of the province, he was the firft of 
the refra£lory vaffals of the Carnatic, who was called to account. 
The reduction of his fort employed, for three months, the exer- 
tions of the army As the obftinacy of this dependant, if permit- 
ted to compromife matters, might furnilh a dangerous example to 
other vaffals, the Prefidency refolved, that no terms fliould be 
granted, ftiort of abfolute fubmiffion to the mercy of the vidors. 
He was, accordingly, reduced j but the trouble and time, which the 
conquefl: coft, furniffied the Prefident with a fpecious excufe f, for 
a change of fentiment, no lefs hidden than it was, at that time, un- 
accountable. 

The Nabob, in his letter in the month of Auguft lydi, had ex- 
plained his claims on the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vaffal of the Mogul 
empire, accountable to him for his tribute and feudal fervices, as 
Nabob of the Carnatic, by the fundamental laws of the empue. He 
faid, “ that Sadatulla Cawn, during his government, had only re- 
ceived annually ten lacks of rupees, from the Rajah ; but that his 
nephew Dooft-Ali, who fucceeded him in the government, obliged 
him to pay ninety lacks at one time. That Sipadar Ali, the fon of 
Dooft-AIi, having obtained the Nabobfhip, upon the defeat and 
death of his father, in the month of May 1740, not only obliged 
the Rajah to pay eighty lacks, but, upon his continuing refradory. 
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feized his capital and perfon, placed a ganifon in Tanjore, and gave 
the management of civil aiFaiis to one of his own oflBcers. That 
when the Maiattas took Chunder-Saib and Tritchinopoly, in March 
174T, Pretaupa-Sing, recovered, by their means, his liberty and 
government. That, when the Nizam came to regulate the affairs 
of the Carnatic in 1743, Coja Abdulla, whom he had appointed 
Nabob, received fifty lacks, from that Rajah. That Anwar-ul-dien, 
who obtained the government, upon the death of Abdulla, fettled 
the tribute, at the annual fum of feven lacks, together with two 
jacks more as prefents and Durbar charges ; which was one lack 
lefs, than the Rajah’s predeceffors had paid, under the regular and 
peaceable government of Sadatulla. That, as the Rajah, negle<fl:ed 
or poftponed the payment of his tribute, Anwar-ul-dien had been 
obliged to march an army againft him, thiee different times. That, 
the laft of thofe times, the Rajah had amicably paid a part of his 
tribute, and gianted a bond for feven lacks, to be paid with inteieft. 
That the Rajah, taking advantage of the civil w^ars, had negleded 
for the laft fourteen years, to pay his tribute to the lawful go- 
vernment ; but the Nabob, at the fame time, owned that Muziffer 
Jung and Chunder-Saib had received eleven lacks, out of feventy 
which the Rajah had promifed, when they befieged Tanjore*. As a 
dedudion from the fum due for tiibute, the Nabob acknowledged, 
that, duiing his diftrefs when Tritchinopoly was befieged, the Ra- 
jah had obtained feme exemptions in the arrears, to induce him to 
give heartily his affiflance-f. 

If Governor Pigot returned any anfwer to this letter, it was 
fuch, as neither the Company $, nor the defenders of his condud§, 
have chofento lay before the public. Intimidated by the obftinacy 
of Moitaz-Ali or peifuaded by Pretaupa-Sing, he opened the year 


* Rous’s Appendix* YL p* 50. 
f Ibid, p. 51. 
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17G2 II, with a recommendation of negociation, rather than force, ^ 

if* 

in fettling accounts, with the “ principal powers,” he fhould have ' — -v-w 

faid vaflals, of the Carnatic, As for pitiful Killedars or petty Poly- 

gars, be configned them, without diftiaftion, to the difcipline of the 

fwordf. But he dcclaied,' that he thinks it pioper to try what 

can be done with the kim of Tanjorc, by way of tieaty.” In pur- H’sextraoi- 

^ , , dmary con- 

fuing this peaceable fyftcm, Mr. Pigot forgot his former profeffiona ^aa. 
and his prefent firation. Though he adually was, and had owned 
himfelf a fubjeffc of the Mogul empire, and confcqucntly proraifed 
obedience to the Nabob of the Carnatic ■ , the legal reprefentative 
of the empeior, he aflumed the fundions of fovcrcignty ; and, with- 
out confultmg the Nabob, whatever he might have done, wiihie- 
gard to the Rajah, ftept in between them, as a mediator to pie- 
vent a war To explain the nature of the office, thus arbitraiily 
affumed by Mr. Pigot, a ffiort dilquifition may be neceflary. 

Though the terms mediator and arbitrator are fometimes indif 
criminately ufed by writeis, who have treated on the law of nature mediator ana 

, , . fai arbi rator,, 

and nations, there feeras to be an enential diffeience, in point of 
degree, in their meaning. When two Hates, independent of each 
other, enter into difputes, which may terminate in a war, they may 
chufe another power, as an umpire to decide their differences ; and 
that umpire is properly called a mediator. When two private men 
mutually refer the decifion of their difputes to a third perfon, that 
perfon is rightly named an arbitrator. In both cafes, the confent 
of the parties is neceffary, to conftitute not only the power, but 
even the very exiftence of the mediator or arbitrator. This regu- 
lar appointment to the office invefts it with decifive authority ; 

*■ for every man makes him the fupreme judge of his own caufe, j^ce'^ef'a 

mediator. 

[j L»tter, January 2, 1763, Rous’s Ap- • Governor Pigot to the Naoob’s Wife, 
peno', No. VI. p. 53. July i. J7C0. 

t t Rous’s Append! , T^o. VI. p, 33. 

R whom 



XS 2 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


CHAP* 

IV. 


Mr.Pigothed 
no t tie m tha^ 
o'Hce.— Fa^ls, 
reafons and 
arguments* 


whom he has chofen umpire It muft be owned, that when two 
fovereiga ftates quarrel about their refpedtive rights and poflefBons, 
a third frequently interpol'es and endeavoms, by authority, by ar- 
gument, and even by intreaty, to bung them to terms of accommo- 
dation. But the interpofing ftate is not properly a mediator f. la 
this cafe, the decifion of the felf-created mediamr is not binding 
on the pai ties j as any one of them is at liberty either to accept 
or refufe the offer J. 

Many neceflary qualifications were evidently wanting to Mr. Pi- 
got, to give him a title to the character of mediator between the 
Nabob pf the Carnatic and the Rajah of Tanjore. The quarrel was 
not between two independent hates. Had that even been the cafe, 
Mr. Pigot was neither an independent prince himfelf, nor the repre- 
fentative of an independent ftate, to give him a colour of right to 
interpofe. The Rajah was a tributary, a feudatory, a vaflal, to the 
Mogul empire j the Nabob was the deputy of that empire in the 
Carnatic, the mediate power, to whom the Rajah was accountable, 
for his duty to the throne. The Nabob, finding that the Rajah had 
failed in that duty, had an undoubted right by his office, to require 
the performance of the terms of his tenure. Should the Rajah’s 
obftmacy render hofliility neceffary, it could not be called a war, but 
a rebellion, on his part. Should even the demands, made by the 
Nabob, have been unjuft, he was alone accountable for his condud 
to the emperor, his fovereign, and not to Mr. Pigot, who was hira- 
felf an inferior fubjed to the Mogul. The truth is, the Nabob had 
no right, ftridly fpeaking, to diminifh, either by treaty or com- 
promife, the tribute or the feudal duties, which the Rajah owed 
to the empire ; and had he even confeuted to Mr. Figot’s me- 
diation, the latter, by accepting that office, would have infringed 

♦ Adeo ftimmum qmfqne caafaj (urn Judkem f Fwfendorf^ lib.y. cap* 13* § 7* 
faatj qupnicuftque J Jbid« 
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the prerogative of his fovereign * the Mogul, who was the foie ^ A ?. 
judge of the inherent rights of his own crown. But as Mr Pigot created — r - — ^ 
himfelf a mediator, without the confent of the Nabob, he adually 
aflumedthe charader and invaded the perfonal rights of his fovereign, 
the Mogul ; and committed a fpecies of treafon againft his authority. 

But whatever title Mr. Pigot might have had to the office f®* 

^ ^ , fofve®, not* 

of mediatory he refolved to exert it, as a matter of right. His oJlefi~ wuHaaudmg, 
Jtbk letters to the Rajah, though encouraging with regard to the 
Nabob’s claims, were couched in terms, w’hich implied that every “*’■ 
thing depended on the mediator. In proportion as the correlpon- 
dence advanced, Pretaupa Sing rofe gradually in the efteem of the Pretanpq < 's 

, . ° in his eileem. 

Governor. This lucky change, in his favour, could not poffibly 

have proceeded from the elegance of his fentiments ; at leaft, not 

fiom the truth of his aflertions f. His account of paft tranfadions, 

in his letter of the ninth of March, is as falfe, as his allegation 

of great merit towards the Nabob and Englilh, during the late war 

But he' Jiad an %fent § at Madras, who it feeras explained matters, Caufe of this 

in fuch a fatisfadtory manner, to the Prefident, that, in the ffiort fpace 

of four months, the latter was induced, no doubt, from a thorough 

convidlion of his former miftakes, to contradidl his own letters to 

the Raiah. On the 30th of January, he writes to Pretaupa Sing, He cAb hm 

. T ‘It t • t * 1* t r arebelinja* 

It Will always give me very great concern to be obliged to ipili nuaryj 
human blood, or forcibly to difpojfefs any prince of his country ; 
but REBELS muh be puniflied, if they will not hear reafonj|.^* 


* The fundamental laws of country are 
to acknowledge the Grand Mogul ior fidl So- 
vereign, the Governor-Generai of the Pecan, 
for his reprefentative in that countiy j and the 
particular governois appointed bvthc Gov ernor- 
General, as holding their authority horn him, 
(p. — M*Pup|€ix, in open violence to the 

fmdamenial Ia*ws of the country, rehelhd ag^nift 
Nabob Anaverdy Cavvn, the legal repreienta^ 
tive of the Great Mogul , an obedience which 
you have laid down, as the fundamental laws 


of the coontry, and confequently ought to obey, 
Govei nor Saunders’s Letter, p* 34. ubi fupra, 
f Rous’s Appendix, No. VL p. 56, 57. 

:} We have already Haf’d the Raj-ibN con- 
dtjfL during that period, fiom the moll indu- 
bitable authorities, 

§ This was the noted Sanibo-jj Punt, well 
known to the Members cf the Council, as weii 
as to the Frefiden% 

|] Rous's Appendix, p. 56. 
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CHAP. 

IV. 

in May, a 

ioverejga 

prince, 

Mr. Pigot 
ereds himielf 

liltOaSTATE 


As SUCH, 
takes the cha- 
radler of Me- 
diator, 

His princely 
language. 


Though lie 
had owned 
lumfelf fub- 
ordinate to 
the Nabob, 

he apooints 
Mr, Du Pre 
hi& reprefen* 

jort,. 


Negligence c 

8amoo-ji 

pant. 

Eajah repri-' 
manded, 
thre itenedy 
and foothvd* 


In a letter to the Nabob, dated May 31 ft, the Prefident fays, “ The 
“ fettling all affairs, in this part of the country, has been left en- 
“ tiiely to you. The prefent cafe is different, /confider the king 
“ of Tanjore as a sovereign prince*.” To this opinion of the 
political charadter of the Rajah, and the tenure by which he held his 
government, Mr. Pigot adds a fpecimen of his own knowledge of the 
law of nations. “ It is a cuftom,” fays he, “ when t’wo ftates dif- 
“ agree, to call in a thhio, to judge between them. I offered 
“ SUCH, and, therefore, the treaty miiji be conduded by 

“ me. I ad as mediator, the affair cannot, according to cuftom, 

“ be difcuffed in your Durbar f.’' 

Though there is fome impropriety in calling one’s felf a State^ 
the language of the Prefident is tiuly princely, in the preceding 
quotation. The dignity of the didion is not, however, more re- 
markable than the alteration in the fentiments of the writer, fmee 
the pieceding year; when he declared, in his public capacity, the 
Company's, and confequently his own “ obedience” to the or- 
ders of the Nabob Purfuing the fame regal language, which 
the idea of a Mediator fuggefted, the Prefident announced 
to the Nabob, that he had chofen an agent, for both, to 
proceed to Tanjore. “ I defire you,” fays Mr. Pigot, “ to give 
“ your inftrudions to Mr. Du Pre, whom I have appointed to re-» 

“ prefent ME.” — At the fame time, that the mediator wrote fo au- 
thoritatively to the Nabob, he ufed the like freedom, with the Rajah 
of Tanjore. Though Sambo-ji Punt had convinced the Prefident, 
that his maffer was a ‘‘ fovereign piince,” he had negleded to ad- 
vance arguments of ftill greater weight, to fupport his claims. The 
Rajah was, therefore, reprimanded, threatened, foothed, and en- 
couraged; every expedient, in fhort, was ufed to induce him to ■ 

^ Rou»’s Appendix, p, 59, % Mr* Pigot to the Nabob’s Wife, July 1 » 15^60, 

f Ibid* p, 59 j So* § Rous’s Appendix, p, 60* 

I trull 
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truft his affairs intirely ia the hands of the mediator, who failed 
not to imptefs his mind with his own importance. “ My troops,” 
fays the chief agent of a mercantile faftory, “ are peaceably can- 
“ toned at Ghillumbrum, and I fend to you Mr. Du Pre, one of 
“ the gentlemen of my Council, to pay my compliments to you, and 
“ to affure you of my regard 

The event fhewed, that the Prcfident affiimed no greater power, 
than he aiflually poireffed. The Nabob's reprefentation of the rights 
of his predeceffors at length convinced him, by its want of fuccefs, 
that he could not infoice his own. In vain he requefted, that the 
difculBon of a point, which he peiceived was to be interpreted againft 
his claims, fliould be poftponed. 'I he Prefident was bent on a 
treaty, and a treaty was confequently made. Mr Du Pro, a gen- 
tleman of addrefs and abilities, had been feat to Tanjore, as joint 
agent from the Nabob and Mr. Prgot. Having examined the alle- 
gations of both parties, he found that neither was free from error. 
It was proved, that the Rajah had fallen in arrear, for the tribute of 
many yeais; but it alfo appeared, that the Nabob had relinquiflied, 
in his diBrefs, Ins claim to the fums payable for ten of thofe years } 
as an inducement to the Rajah to give his affiftance in the late war s 
which, however, he never heartily gave. The Nabob affirmed, that 
the Rajahs of Tanjore, had paid annually twenty lacks, during the 
Nabobfliips of Sadatulla and Dooft-Ali. He owned, however, that 
his father, the late Nabob, had fettled it at feven lacks, with two 
lacks of Dui bar charges. Pretaupa Sing, on the contrary, alleged, 
that though large fums had been extorted by foice, the Bated and 
regular Peifhcmfh was no more than two lacks, f>er annum^ to 
the \ ogul, and two to the Nabob of Aicot, as a cuftomary 
prefent f. 


CHAP. 

IV. 

J he ‘ ichd.,* C 
piTumes the 
Idiiyodge of 
royalty. 


H s exertfosa 
of povveta 


Mr. Dti Pre 
examines the 
claims of the 
Nabob, and 
allegations of 
the Rajah « 


^ Rous^a .^^ppendi No* VI. p. 60* 


f- Idem, paillm. 
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^ > 

Farf^ relative 
%o both* 


Improbability 
the Iniall- 
neis oi tlie 
tribute men- 
tioned by tbe 
Rajah, from 
various lea'* 
fons. 


But reafons 
iiad noweigh-tt 


A treaty dic- 
tated by the 
Frefident, 
hi f , .aoth, 
1762. 

’Tbs terms^ 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 

It is impoffibk to reconcile fo wide a difference, in a manner con- 
fiftent with veracity, on both fides. The probability is, that the tri- 
bute was much larger, even in peaceable times, than Pretaupa Sing 
chofe to own. That it was fettled at nine lacks, in the Nabobfhip 
of Anwar-ul-dien, is proved by many perfons in India, whofe me- 
mory extends to the times H; as well as by public records f. The 
fums paid to Sipadar Ali, to Chunder-Saib, to Coja Abdulla, and 
other Nabobs, ought not to form precedents, as they were rather 
fines for difobedience, than airears of tribute, Befides, when re- 
fraaory fubjeds in India force thefovereign to have recourfe to arms, 
he obliges them, when reduced, to pay the expences of the war; 
and thefe fums have frequently been confounded, with the arrears of 
the regular tribute. The revolutions of Tanjore, its being repeat- 
edly conqueied by the Moguls, its fituation in the heart of one of 
their provinces, its abfolute dependence on the poffeffors of the reft 
of the Carnatic, with regard to the waters of the Cavery, its ferti- 
lity, Its wealth, render it highly improbable, if not impoffible, that 
the conquerors of India would accept a fum little more than 40,000!. 
from a country, which yielded annually near a million ijl. 

But neither thefe reafons, nor the pofitive affirmation of the Na- 
bob, had any weight with the Prefident. To prove how little he fa- 
voured that prince, he entered into a paper-war againft his claims 
In his letters on the fubjed, he employed expreffions, nolefs unfuit- 
able to his own ftatlon, than they were degrading to that of the Na- 
bob. On the 20th of September 1762, the treaty didated by Mr, 
Pigot was concluded ; which, though forced upon the Nabob, as he 
afterwards aded under it, became binding with refped to tribute, 
as long as the Rajah performed his part of, the agreement. The 
heads of the conditions were, twenty-two lacks, at five difierent pay- 
ments, as arrears of tribute; four lacks, as Peifcuilli and Dm bar 


ji Piivatc irformation 
N.tbob’sl’ai-eii 

8 


AiJTung'Zifebe Letter to !Zulphuk?irChan, 1704* MS* 

^ Rouses No* VI* P* 74 * 

charges, 
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charges, to be paid annually in the month of July 5 the ceilion of ^ H^A p. 

the diftridfs of Coiladdy and Elangad to the Rajah ; and the reftora- w— 

tion of Trimulrow, the difplaced Killedar of Arni, for whom Pre- 

taupa Sing had interefted hirafelf f. The Rajah had alfo agreed to- 

give five lacks more, as a prefent ; but one lack was to be deduced, 

from that fum for his own officers ±. The Prefident and Council of The Compa. 

ny becomv’s 

Madras made themfelves guarantees, in the following words, an- gaaranttK. 
nexed to the treaty : “ We do hereby promife, as far as in us lies, 

“ that in cafe either party fhall fail, in the performance of the arti- 
*■* cles, he hath theicb) undertaken to peiform, 01 any part thereof, 
we will, to the utmoil of our power, affifl the othci party tocom- 
“ pel him, who Hull lail to fulfil his agreement, and to render due 
“ latisfaQiion for his failure therein.” 


This treaty, when written out fair, was carried by the Prefident Mr.Pi<jotp«ts 
to the Nabob j but that prince refufed to fubferibe to terms, to which cho^to*the 
he had never given his confent. Mr. Pigot feued the Nabob’s chop, 
and put it, with his own hand, to the paper'*. M. Dupie, who had 
negociated theteims, was difpatched, with this forced treaty, to 


Tanjore. 

nature, 


Though Pretaupa Sing was too prudent to refufe his fig- Pretanpa sirg 
to concefEons fo favourable to hlmfelf, he had fcarce afBxed demandi.. 


his feal to the treaty, when he made new demands, which, if granted, 
would enable him to evade the payment of the paltry Peifficuiffi, he 
had agreed to give. But Mr. Pigut had already done fo much, that 
he could not decently do more. In his anfw<"r to the Rajah’s 
t‘ friendly letter,” by the hands of Sambo~ji Punt, he fays : “ 1 looked 
“ upon the treaty, as it now ftands, to be fo favourable to You, that 
“ 1 really flatteicd myfclf, that you would have been well fatisfied 


which arp re* 
iuf'JbyMs. 


*1* Rouses Appendix, No* VL p. 79, 8c« ther prefent at this tran atSlion, or were con- 
^ Ibid, p* 8 * vince4 of the truth ft it tae mtonwb'idb’e 

^ N.diob to Mr, Palk, Odober 8th, 1776* inioruu tion gi en bv othcra as well as Ly the 
Gfner I L-'v. Mr. Blurchier, aiii par- Nalo'i, whonucebeiv) compLmrs to them 
Sscukriy Colonel Cali and Mr, Palk, were ci« of the Picriie.ith conda^. 
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CHAP. 
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Rea^ opinion 
of Mr Pigot 
of his own 
treaty. 


The Prefiden- 
cy write their 
excufes for 
their conclad- 
ingit, to the 
Dire^ors, 


“ with it, and particularly the article of future Peiflicuifli. I need 
‘‘ not lecal to your remembrance, the tranfadtions of former go- 
“ vernments ; a veiy flight refledion muft convince you, that in 
“ this article you are Jnghly favoured. It has coft me a great deal 
“ of trouble to reduce it, to the fum ftipulated, and I fliould be really 
‘‘ afliamed to afk the Nabob to make any abatement J.” It appears, 
from the paffage cited, that the very man, who made the tieaty, 
thought It moie favouiable to the Rajah, than to his fuperior the 
Nabob That the Pcilhcuiflr had been reduced, from what it had for- 
meily been j and that Mr. Pigot himfelf was convinced, he had al- 
leady ufed fo much freedom with the claims of the Nabob, that 
“ he fhould be afliamed” to encroach further on his rights. 

The Prefidency were themfelves fenfible, that the treaty, which 
had been forced on the Nabob, was fo inadequate to his juft claims, 
that they fhewed an inclination to excufe it to the Court of Diredorst 
in their letter of the gth of November 1762. Inftead of urging the 
right the Rajah had to fuch favourable conditions, they pleaded their 
own inability to bring him to juftice, as their chief motive to the 
treaty f. Their want of a fufEcient force, the expence of an expe- 
dition, the danger of railing other enemies, in cafe of a rupture 
with the Rajah, the incapacity of the Nabob to recover a Angle ru- 
pee, without the alEftance of the Company, were the arguments 
produced, to juftify their condud j[. But what neceflity was there, 
for making any demands, as they own they could enforce none ? 
The Nabob wiflied to poftpone the bufmefs, till a more fit opportu- 
nity. Pretaupa Sing would have been glad to have retained the pal- 
try fum, he advanced. The heft, and perhaps the only reafon, for 
precipitating the menfure, is mentioned by the Prefident, that he 
himfelf “ had thoughts of leaving India fhortly §, ’ The event 


t Roi.s’s Appendix, No. VI. p. 81, 83. 
f Ibid. p. 83. 


II Ibid. 

§ Ibid. p. 74. 
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Eicwed, that neither aiguments nor reafons were neceflary, to con- 
vince the Court of Dnc£lois. That refpcdabic body, with the ttue 
fpiritol theii inftilution, inAcad of being anxious about the juilice 
of the lianfaClion. wifhcd -to paituke of its profit. Having under- 
ftood, that m addition to the twenty-two lacks, obtained as an ears 
of peifhcuiih, four lacks had been given, as a prefent, the honour- 
able Court fay, in thcir letter of the 30th of December 1763: 
" Now if this laft named fum was given as a prefent, it feems as if 
the Company ought to have it for their intcrpofition and guarantee 
" of the treaty. \Vc flsali be glad to have this affair explained to 
“ us, that we may kno-.v'' the icA ftaie of the cafe, with lefpcd to 
tint donation ■ 

Such is the hii’ioi y of the treaty of 1^62.^ faithfully extracted from 
the papers, which the Court of Dircdois have publiflied, in juftifi- 
criionof their own condud. It has appeared, that the Prefidency, 
inftead of aiding a friend and ally, in the recovery of his juft de- 
mands upon a valial, depending on his government, fuppoited that 
vaffal, in his icfiadoiy condud, though he had imifoimly aded, 
duiing a long feries of hoftility and public calamity, an undutiful 
pait lowaids his fupeiior and had been tieacherous to themfelves. 
1 bat, when they ought to have made him pay his proportion of the 
cxpenccs of a war, W’hich proteded him and his dominions, they 
not only pcimitted him to “ fit rent-fiee f,’’ but had reduced hiscuf- 
toraary tribute, to Icfs than one-half of the fumufuaily paid, in the 
moft regular and peaceable times. That, though he was bound, by 
the nature of his tenure, as well as the laws of Ibif-piefervation, to 
give his alliftance in the war, they allowed him to fet off againft the 
unfcttlcd ai rears of his tubule, a kind of exemption, which he had 
extorted from the Nabob in his drftiefs ; and that merely as an in- 

* Append Nd.\L Rcqrh, d* ted Jm. 3Ctb, 1762* Rous’s Ap« 

f Ml* Figot^ expiefiiou, m hib letter totlv ^endua P» 
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ducemeat to do his duty, which he otherwife refufed to perform. That, 
when they fliipped fmaller delinquents, though pofleffing equal lights 
with him by the conftitution of the country, of their territories, and 
deprived them of their liberty, they foothed, flattered, and favoured 
Pretaupa Sing, moie guilty- — but more wealthy than them all. That 
the Prefident, either ignorant of the nature of his fiation, or affuming 
powers, to which he had no title, had arbitrarily taken to himfelf 
the office of mediator, without any authority fiom the paities, upon 
whofe diffeiences he was to decide. That, under this ufuiped cha- 
racter, he concluded a treaty, without either the communication or 
confent of the Nabob i and that to give it validity, he had forcibly 
feized the chop of that prince, and affixed it to the paper, with his 
own hand. 

But though the treaty of 1762 was evidently forced upon the Na- 
bob, as he afrerwaids acqmefced under the terms, he was certainly 
bound to pay attention to its due performance on his paitA This 
circumftance neither he himfelf, nor any who has efpoufed his caufe, 
has ever once denied. The treaty had but two objects, the liquida- 
tion of pa ft arrears of Peifticuiffi, and the fettling the amount of 
the future tribute. The very gentleman, who negociated the treaty 
itfelf, has declared, that it “ related only to matters of account j*,” 
and could not “ pieclude the Nabob from his conftitutional claims 
upon the Rajah of Tanjore, as a vaflal and dependent. The gua- 
rantee of the Company went only to the point of Peiflicuifti. ‘‘ If 
“ thete exifted in both, or either of the paities, any original, con- 
Jliiutional fights, which weie not the fubjeCl of the treaty, the 
Company were not bound,” they had no right, “ to interfere 
But, ffiould ,the Nabob demand a greater tribute than that fettled by 
the treaty, or the Rajah either negleCl: or refufe to pay the ftipulated 

• Rciis’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 673. t Ibii. 

•f Mr. Du Pro’s Vindication, p. 16, § Ibid. p. it. 

fum, 
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fum, then the Company, though they had arbitrarily conftltuted 
thcmfelves umpires, ■were obliged to adhere to their onvn agreemeat, 
and “ affift the party performing againft the party failing to per- 
“ form” his iftipulation. The enfoi cement of their guarantee 
might, as It actually happened, lead the Company, as allies or auxi- 
liaries into a war ; but when a folemn war is once declared and ter- 
minates in fuccefs, the principal, and the ally or auxili- 
ary, acquires the property of what he takes from the enemy, and 
that without rule or meafure j fo that he and his alEgns are to be 
defended in the pofleflion of them by all nations f. 

o/xop'o Irtv gp « t- 4 7 tim capientium fiunU Cajus Junfconfultus^ 

pci/ ct.fitj (f’tficrt Aiiftot. lib* V. Naturalem hanc acqmfuionem 

1 cl r,r\^i/'y(»}V eivxi Ts }t<zt xri^crtp appellaC XhfiOphilus, in Gl Inllitii- 

TJ Plutarch in Vita Akxandri. tionibus, ficut $c Anlloieks dixeiat; 

ex hoflibus capiuatar jure gentium fla- ftVsi nimyiv. 
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T hough the taking of Pondicherry, in the month of January 
1761, and the fubfequent fall of the few places of ftiength 
poffefled by the French in the Carnatic, put an end to the national 
war in Afia, its flames feemed to acquire additional force in Europe, 
before the end of the year, Spain having fuifered the elder bianch 
of the houfe of Bouibon to experience all the calamities, which 
follow unfuccefsful hoflihties, threw its own weight into the fcale of 
France, when the affairs of that kingdom were too defperate to be 
retrieved. The tide of Britifh fuccefs, inftead of being flopped by 
this obftruCkion, in a manner, acquired vigour from refiflance; and 
the new enemy was loon involved in the fame misfortunes and dif- 
graces with the old. 

In little more, than the fpace of a year from the commencement 

of the Spanifh war, a peace was concluded ; which fecured to the 

Britifh thofe advantages in Hmdoftan, which their arms had acquired. 

In the eleventh article of the definitive treaty, Mahommed Ali was 

acknowledged lawful Nabob of Arcot, and guaranteed, in all the 

rights of that ofiice, by the Britifh and French nations. He was 

the firft Indian prince, except the Nizam, mentioned in the fame 

article, who had ever been comprehended as an ally, in a folemn 

< * 

treaty, between European powers 


^ Vide Tteaty oC Paris, Art* XI* 


Three 
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Three years befoie Mahommed Ali was declared an ally, by the 
treaty of Paris, King George 11. had honoured him with that title, 
under his own hand. In a letter of the 21 ft of February lydo, his 
Majefty was pleafed to afTure the Nabob of his “ invariable and per- 
“ manent refolution of continuing firm to all his allies, in every 
“ pait of the world Relying on a royal promife, fo folemnly 
pledged, the Nabob requefled, in a letter which he wrote to Mr. 
Secretary Pitt, foon after the taking of Pondicherry, that, when 
peace fliould be made, an article might be inferted in the treaty, to 
fccure the poffeffion of the Carnatic to him and his heirs. In this 
letter he informed the minifter, that he had fupplied the army with 
piovifions, duung the fiege. That he had prevented twenty thou- 
fand Mahommedans, who had been invited by M. Lally, from com- 
ing to the afliftance of the French. That he. had been, for fourteen 
yeais, connected in their adverlity as well as profpeiity, with the 
Englifh. That he had afliiled them at Fort St. David, before either 
Mr. Griffin or Admiral Bofeawen arrived. That the misfoi tunes of 
his family pioceeded, from the inveteracy of the French, on account 
of his known attachment to the Enghffi ; and hence he deduced the 
death of h:s father, the expenditure of his treafme, and the ruin of 
his country f. 

The treaty of Paris, by guaranteeing Mahommed Ah, in the en- 
tile poffeffion of the Carnatic, confiimed in his perfon all the rights, 
with which he was invefied, at the figning of the tieaty. The two 
fovereign princes, w'ho were the principals in that folemn ffipula- 
tion, bound themfelves and confcqucntly their fubjedls, fiora in- 
vading any one of thole rights. Evciy encroachment, upon the im- 
munities of an ally, as recognized by the contrading powers, would 
have been an adt of hoftility ; an infiingenient, which might have 


The purport 
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^ MS* Copy of the Letter. 

-f Nabob’s Letter to Mi, Secretary Fitr, Feb. 1761, 
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juflified the interference of the party, who had adhered to the treaty, 
m oppofition to th6 party, by whom it had been violated. A confti- 
tutioo was foimed, for the government of the Carnatic, which the 
fubjeds of Great-Britain and France were to obferve, at their peril. 
Should either of thefe prefume to invade that conflitution, it was 
the duty of the fovereign of fuch invaders, to bung them to con- 
dign punifhment, and to oblige them to make reparation ; otherwife 
he himfelf became a party, and furniflied the other guarantee, with 
a juftifiable caufe of war. The fervants of the Eaft-Xndia Company 
weie fo feniible of the reftramt, which the eleventh article of the 
ticaty of Paris had laid upon their avarice and ambition, that they 
induflrioufly concealed its contents from the Nabob, for feveral years. 

Intelligence of the treaty, which guaranteed Mahommed All, in 
the ENTIRE poffeiTion of the Carnatic, had fcarce anived on the 
coaft, when the Prefidency ihewed their difregard, for the folemn 
ftipulation of their fovereign, by feizing a confiderable portion of 
his ally’s territories. The expences of the fieges of Madras and 
Pondicherry, together with that of the war in other places, being 
placed to the Nabob’s account, that prince had been involved in a 
heavy debt to the Company. Towards the payment of this debt, 
he had alBgned, as has been alieady related, the annual fum of 
twenty-eight lacks of rupees, charged upon his whole revenue. 
Notwithftanding this fettlement, they had demanded near double 
that fum in one year, which his country could not afford to pay, 
Mr. Pigot, the Company’s Prefident, having refolved to return to 
Europe, in the end of 1763, Ihewed an inclination to clofe his go- 
vernment, with a meafure, which, by bringing fome fplendid ad- 
vantage to the Company, might throw credit on himfelf -f. He, 
therefore, defired the Nabob to cede a territory to the Company 


^ Sir John Lindfay to tbe Secretary of State, 13th, 1770. 
^ Mr. Fjgot to tbe Nabob, Jutie 4tb, 1765. 
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iiX Jaghire, as a reward for paft, not as a condition of future fer- 
vices p 

But before Mr. Pigot made tbis decifive requifition, be had ma- 
naged matters, with an ait, if not with a duplicity, unfuitable to 
thofe lofty ideas of political honour, with which the defenders of 
his condud attempt to adorn his charader. In a converfation with 
the Nabob, at the Admiialty-houfe in Fort St. George, he firft only 
alked for fome villages round Madras ; and thefe only, after the 
difcharge of his debt to the Company *. At another meeting 
he rofe in his demands ; and alked Conjaveram and other three dif- 
trids. The Nabob, after remarking, that from foliciting for vil- 
lages, the Prefident had increafed his requifition to whole countries, 
reminded him of his having ceded, at dilferent times, St. Thome, 
Tuiendaporum, together with the fort and territory of Punamallee; 
and, that, belides, he had relinquilhed the Peiflicuifli for Madras, 
which the Cornpany were bound to pay, by the tenure by which they 
held that place f. To this Mr. Pigot replied, “ that if the four dif- 
“ trids mentioned were given, the Company would be extiemely 
“ pleafed and obliged to the Nabob, and would ever affift him and 
“ his children with a ptoper force of Europeans, wnthout defiring 
“ any thing further. That till the Nabob had cleared off his debts 
“ to the Company, the revenues of thofe diftrids, after defraying 
“ the expences of the foldiers, fliould be placed to the credit of his 
“ account 

When the time fixed by Mr. Pigot, for his return to Europe, ap- 
proached, he proceeded from folicitation to requifition, as has been 
already obferved. The Nabob endeavouied to obtain, in wilting, 
thofe term's, which the Pi efident had verbally agreed to grant. He 

t Mr, Pigot to the Nabob, Auguft 13th, f Ibid 
1763 § P* 

Rous's Appendix, N04. X, p. iCo^ 
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fent, therefore, the copy of an agi cement, containing the terms al- 
leady f|:)ecified j wbich he v'iflied the Governor and Council to fign, 
prior to then receiving his Sunneds for the Jaghne. But Mr. Pigot 
leturned the agreement uofigncd, with eveiy fymptom of refent- 
ment. This mark of difiefpedt was followed, by a fevere letter from 
the Prefident, in which he reminded the Nabob of his obligations to 
the Englifli ; and accufed him, in almoft dired terms, of ingrati- 
tude. He told him, that it did not become a man, who owed his 
whole countiy to the Company, to alk any conditions for a part of 
it ; “ for (faid he) they do not take any thing from you ; but they 
“ are the givers, and you are a receiver In confequence of thefe 
threats, the unfortunate Nabob was obliged to iffue unconditional 
Sunneds, foi an eirtent of country, to the annual amount of fourteen 
lacks of rupees f* The utmoft favour he could obtain from his im- 
perious vaflals, was the privilege of renting the lands, which he had 
granted away. This he lequefted, not from hopes of profit, for 
the fum is much greater, than the revenue yielded by the Jaghire ; 
but merely to preferve appearances, with his own fubjedts, by keep- 
ing up a fhew of authority in diftridls, which were once his own 
Thefe arbitrary encroachments on the rights fecured to Mahommed 
Ah, by the treaty of Paris, were begun by Mr. Pigot, after he had 
formally announced to the Nabob that treaty, but without mention- 
ing the guarantee ||. 

The news of the treaty of Paris, which arrived at Golconda, in 
autumn 1763, proved fatal to Sullabut Jung, whom the French had 
raifed to the Subahfliip of the Decan, upon the death of his ne- 
phew Muziffer, in February 1751. That weak and unfoitunate 


* Mr* Pigot to the Nabob, Augull: 13th, 
3763. 

i* 175,000 !• 

t Sir Joha Lindfay’^ Namtive, OdI* i^thi 
3770* 


I Mr* Pjgot to the Nabob, June 4th, 1763. 
Mr, Pigot, in a letter to the Nabob, dated 
Augnft 14th, 1763, acknowledges the receipt 
of the arttclcs of the treaty, but fays, they are 
tuo long to be *wrttten^ 
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^iince having been diveiied of his authority, by his brother Nizam 
AH, had remained, for feveral years, in confinement. As an infult 
Upon his misfortunes, the ufuiper of his authority had permitted 
him to retain the titles of government. But Suliabut owed this dif* 
tindion and the continuance of his life, to Nizam Ah’s fears of the 
French, vrho, he believed, were attached to a Subah raifed by them- 
felves. But when he found, that they were excluded, by the treaty 
of Paris, from his part of the Decan, he dipped his hand in his 
brother’s blood *' ; and, by his murder, fecured himfelf againfi: any 
revolution, that might be attempted in his favour. 

In the month of October 1763, Mr. Pigot refigned the govern- 
ment of Madras, and letuined to Europe. Notwithftanding thefe- 
verity and even injuftice, with which he had treated the Nabob, he 
found means to reconcile his mind before his departure. Having 
offered his fervices in Europe, in the bufinefs of the Carnatic, the 
Nabob fumifhed him with inftrudions, as his agent, annexing to 
that office an annual penfion of twelve thoufand pagodas f. Mr. 
Pigot was fucceeded in the government by Mr. Palk j a gentleman 
of a milder difpofition than his predeceffor, and confequently more 
fuitable to the temper of Afiatics ; who are furprifed and difgufted 
at the violent fallies of paffion, to which fome Europeans are pecu- 
liarly fubjedt. 

On the 1 6th of December, in the fame year, Pretaupa Sing died 
fuddenly at Tanjore. Prior quarrels, with his general, Mona-ji, and 
with his own fon and fucceffor, Tulja-ji, fumifhed a plaufible foun- 
dation for reports, that Pretaupa had not made his exit in the natural 
wayj. But whether the furmifes of murder proceeded from matter 
of fadt, or from the charader of Tulja-ji, who was thought capa- 
ble of fuch villainy, is a fubjcdl unworthy of enquiry. In whatever 

^ Nabob to Governor Palk, October f Near 5000!. 

J Rous’s Appendix, p 88, 89* 
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manner Pretaupa came by his death, the complexion of his life was 
not calculated to leave regret behind him, when he died. Raifed by 
a fadiion, from an obfcure condition, in oppofition to Shaw-ji, the 
legitimate heir who had been expelled, he was deftined to be and 
adually remained a tool, during the greateftpart of his government. 
Being by difpofition falfe and treacherous, his natural timidity •f- was 
a kind of virtue, as it prevented him from the commiffion of dan- 
gerous Climes, He was fucceeded in the government of Tanjore, 
by his fon Tulja-ji, a young man, much more weak and more pro- 
fligate than his father ; who, though not virtuous, had confined his 
appetites to common vices. 

Though Pretaupa Sing had been fo much favoured, in the treaty 
of 1762, he fhewed no inclination to be pundual, in obferving the 
terms. The twenty-two lacks, which he had agreed to pay as ar- 
rears of tribute to the Nabob, had been transferred to the credit of 
that prince, in the books of the Company. But the fecond kift, 
which was payable in April 1763, could only be extorted from him 
in Auguft, by the terror of the troops, marching to the fiege of 
Madura, who were ordered to flop in the neighbourhood of Tan- 
jore Notwithftanding this reludlance, in the peiformance of his 
part of the treaty, Pretaupa did not fail to alk new favours from 
the Prefidency. He reprefented, that “ the river Cavery fliould be 
“ fwelled, that his country fhould be thereby cultivated to produce 

money to pay off the debts,” He affiimed, that “ even the 
“ Soucars [j feemed unwilling to lend money as the river Cavery 
was not diverted from falling into the Coleroon, by its natural 


Vide p. 68* This SIiav7-ji, or Sarbu-ji, trouble, land threw him into a dungeon* Orme^ 
was the unfortunate peifon, whom thefervants vol* lu 
of theEaft India Compan> let up againftPre- f Orme, vol. ii* 
taupa in 1749* But finding Pretaupa more J: Rous's Appendix, No* XIII* p. 189. 

fiutable to then purpofes, they agreed to pre- ([ Indian Bankers, 
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courfe. But, continues he to Mr. Pigot, “ I depend on your ho- chap, 
“ Hour’s friendfliip, which I have procured in every refped _■ 

Though Mr. Pigot had exhibited every mark of a partial friend- Dlfpuies 

•1 ^ ^ about ^he Ca« 

Ihip for Pretaupa, m the treaty of 1762, he had negleded one fli-. 
pulation in his favour, which left his country much in the power of 
his fuperiorj the Nabob. The river Caveiy, after traverfing the ex- D-‘fc..'ptiopof 
tenfive country of Myfore, falls through the mountains, which fe- 
parate the two coafts, into the Carnatic ; and, about fix miles to the 
north-weft of Tritchi nopoly, divides its ftreams between two chan- 
nels. The northern branch affuming the name of Coleioon, falls 
into the fea at Devi-Cotah f ; but the fouthern branch, retaining 
that of Cavery, fepaiates itfelf, about twenty miles to the eaftwaid 
of Tritchinopoly,intofeveraI large branches, which, pafling thiough 
the province of Tanjore, give its fertility to that country The 
ftreams of the Coleroon and Cavery form, by their feparation, the 
illand of Seringham, famous for the pagoda, fiom which it derives 
its name. The banks of the two rivers, for fbme miles above and 
below Tritchinopoly, “ are in no part two miles afunder, in many 
« fcarcely one : and at Coiladdy, a fmall fort fifteen miles to the 
« eaft of Tritchinopoly §,” the ftream of the Cavery was certainly 
intended by nature, to rejoin the Coleroon. But a mound of 
a confiderable length had been anciently erected, to prevent the CoiUddy, 
ftreams of the two rivers, from uniting again. The waters of the Its waters into 
Cavery prefs, in their natural courfe, upon this mound with fuch 
force, that it requires almoft conftant repairs. As the boundaries of poij 
Tanjore never extended to within many miles of the bank, that 
country muft have depended, from all antiquity, on the government 
of Tritchinopoly, its neareft neighbour. 


* Rous’s Appendix, No, Xill, p. 187, 

I SS. 

t Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 17, 

T 


t Orme, vol. i. p. 177. 
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The treaty of 1762, between the Nabob and the Rajah, had bee& 
confined to one obje6:, the amount of the future Peifhcuifh, to be 
paid by Tanjore *. The Prefidency, who had made themfelves gua- 
rantees of that treaty, had no right to interfere in any other dif- 
putes, between the Nabob and Rajah ; nor to become arbiters, with 
regard to the conjiitutional right of the Carnatic over Tanjore f. 
“ That was a matter (fays the very gentleman who negociated the 
“ treaty itfelf) which had not been thought of, in fettling the treaty 
“ of 1762 Pretaupa Sing, notwithftanding, feems to have made 
the reparation of the mound, in fome meafure, the condition of. 
paying the kills, which the treaty had direded him to pay to the 
Company. Mr. Pigot, willing to favour him, wrote repeated let- 
ters to the Nabob, in the llrongeft terms §. But, upon examina- 
tion II , even Mr. Pigot found the Nabob’s right to the mound, fo 
decifively eftablifhed, that he entirely dropped every requifition, on 
that head It appears, that Pretaupa Sing himfelf acknowledged 
the right to be vefted in the Nabob 4 -> and that all the different de- 
puties, appointed by the Prefidency to examine into the fubjed, 
made their reports, that the right of repairing the mound exifted in 
the Nabob alone, as Soubadar of the Carnatic. 

The Nabob, who had no reafon to be fatisfied, with the treaty, 
which had been forced upon him, in 17,63, Ihewed no inclination, 
to relinquilh any of his rights, which ftill remained, to gratify the 
Rajah of Tanjore. Pretaupa Sing, who was neither a Arranger to 
his own want of right to the mound, nor to the Nabob’s feelings. 


® Vindication of tlie Government ©f Fort 
St. GeorgCt relative to the expedition agamft 
Tanjore in 1771. By Jofias Du Pre, E%. 
P* 

^ Mr. Du Pre*8 Vindication, p, 28* 
t Ibid. 

§ Rouses Appendix, No. p, 209. 
it Mr. Newton, who was appointed by xH 

4 


Governor and Council in May 1763, to exa- 
mine into the fubjedt, made his report entirely 
in favour of the Nabob. RousV Appendix^, 
p, 209. 
f Ibid. 

+ Letter from the Rajah of Tanjore, entered 
in Country Gorrefpondence^ No. LXII. March . 
aaft, 1763* 

0-Ui 



141 


THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 

©n that fubje£t, propofed an interview, which took place in autumn 
1763. The Rajah, in the moft fubmiflive manner, acknowledged his 
faults. He folicited the Nabob’s forgivenefs, for his not having paid 
him the proper refpedt, when he landed at Negapatam in 1758 j and 
for refufing him admittance into the fort of Tanjore. He begged 
his pardon, for his invafion of the diftrids of the Marawar, in ex- 
prefs oppofition to the injundions of his fuperior; for his affifting 
Ufoph Chan in his rebellion j and for all his paft offences. He pro- 
mifed, that in future neither himfelf nor his fons fliould do any 
thing difagreeable to the Nabob. That,, inftead of aiding Ufoph, 
he would take the whole burden of the war againft him, on himfelf. 
That he would join the Nabob, “ both in body and foul 5” and that 
he would confider the Nabob’s enemies as his enemies, his friends 
as his friends. Thefe declarations “ he confiimed with an oath, a 
“ ftronger than which, in his religion, cannot be- taken 

The Nabob was fo well pleafed, with the fuKraiffive condud of 
Pretaupa, that he forgave him the fum of four lacks of Tiivambore 
rupees. He alfo agreed to make fome repairs on the mound ; though 
he uniformly declared, that the diverting all the waters of the Ca 
very, into the province of Tanjore, was extremely difagreeable to 
his own people f, as the flat country to the eaft of Tritchinopoly 
would be thereby overflowed J. But when Tulja-ji affumed the 
government, he demanded as a right, what his father had requefted 
as a favour. Inflead of flattering the pride of his fuperior, by ap- 
plications to him in perfon, he wrote abufive letters, concerning 
that prince, to the Prefidency of Madras § ; defiring them to lay 
their commands on the Nabob to repair the bank. The Prefidency, 
who had uniformly paid great attention to the- government of Tan- 


^ Rous’s AppendiXj No. XIII. p. 19^? 
I97» 

f 4bid. p* 209. 
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jore, ever fince the negociations about the treaty of 1762, vehe- 
mently picfled the Nabob ||, who was incapable of thofe “ winning 
ways,” which had rendered the Rajah fo valuable an ally and fo 
great a favourite. The Nabob, coufcious of his own rights, and 
how little the Rajah contributed towards the general defence, ex- 
preffed his unwxllingnefs, but complied. Eehdes, the rc!u£tance, 
with which he was brought to confer favours upon a man, who had 
added infult to injury, the Nabob had a political reafon, for defer- 
ring the repairs of the bank. The Rajah’s affiftance was wanted 


for the fiege of Madura j and he 
would induce him to perform his 

II Rous’s Appendix, paflim, 

^ Extraft of Minutes of Confaltation, zStli 
April J777- 

As the Honourable Court of Dire^lors, in 
their feparate letter per Grenville izch April 
1775, order the Rajah of Tanjore to be re- 
ftored to the full and entire poffefTion of his do- 
minions as held by him in 1762, without in- 
fnnging the rights of the Nabob of the Carna- 
tic 5 and as it appears from the letters mentioned 
hereafter from Rajah Pretaub Sing, as well as 
the opinions of this Government fubfequent to 
^the conclulion of the treaty of 1762, that the 
right of repairing or amending the Annacutta 
was then acknowledged to be veiled m the Na- 
bob. Refolved, it is the opinion of this Board, 
that this right doth exiil m the Nabob alone, as 
Soubahdar of the Carnatic, and that the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore is not to begin, or carry on any 
repairs whatever, unlefs permuted to do {o by 
the Nabob. That agreeably to the Nabob’s 
requeft, the people Tent by the Rajah of Tan- 
jore to the Annacutta Ihould be forthwith re- 
called, and that the Rajah be informed, it ap- 
pears from the Company’s records, as well as 
from his father’s Pretaub Sing’s letters, that he 
has no right to repair the bank, unlefs privi- 
leged fo to do by the Nabob, That the Rajah 
of Tanjorc be alfo informed, the Nabob hath 


knew that nothing, but neceffity, 
duty to his fupeiior 

To 

granted permiffion for the lepainng the Anna- 
cutta at our defire, and will fend orders to his 
Amildar at Tntchinopoly to give every reafon- 
able affiflance, that it may be put in the fame 
flate It was duiing the life of Pietaub Sing. Re- 
folved alfo, as this has been a fubje^l of con- 
ftant difpute between the Nabob and the Rajah 
of Tanjore, that the following references to the 
Records be inferted on this day’s Confultadon, 
to fhew at one view to the iionourable Court 
of Diredors, that the right now claimed by the 
Nabob, has ever been admitted , but that this 
Board have at all times confidered it as a matter 
of great moment, that the Annacutta Ihould be 
repaired whenever the banks were broken down 
or walked away. 

The Prefident is dire£led to acquaint the Na- 
bob of the proper fenfe the Board have of his 
acquiefcence to have the Annacutta repaired, 
agreeably to our requeft to him on that head. 

Confiiltation 21ft March, 1763, 
A letter is read from the Rajah of Tanjore, 
entered m Country Correfpondence, No. LXIC 
requefting the Board would defire the Nabob to 
permit “ him to amend the bank.” 

Confaltation 15th April, 1763, 
A letter is wrote from the Board to Mr. 
Newton, ordered on a furvey of the Annacutta, 

the 
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To explain this fubjed, we muft recur to former times. The ^ h^a p, 

city of Maduia, with the province of the fame name, being depen- ' ^ f 

dent on Tritchinopoly fell into the hands of the Moguls, when uorw^ext' 
they conquered the laft mentioned province. During the captivity of bdiion^or' 
Chuder-Saib in the capital of the Marattas, Maduia, with the left of ifophChan. 
the Carnatic, became fubjed to the Nabob Anwar-ul-dien. When Chun- 
der-Saib, in the revolution in favour of Muziffer Jung, affumed the 

ta 

title of Nabob of Arcot, Madura was feized by AllumChan f, one of his 
adherents ; but the power of that officer declining at the death of his 
patron, the Nabob recovered the city, and placed his brother Mapheus 
Chan in the government, Mapheus Chan was fucceeded, in the 
year 1758, by Moodally J 5 and he, in June 1760, by Ufoph Chan, 

at 


the Board be^ng dehrous to ptocore for the 
‘‘ King of Tanjore the liberty be dehred, if it 
might be done without prejudice to the Na- 
bob*’' 

Confultation 8th May, 1763, 
A letter IS read Irom Mr. Newton on the 
fubjedt of the Annacutta. 

Confultat'on i6tb April and 14th May, 1764, 
A minute of confultation, and letters from 
the Nabob and the Bajah of Tanjore, together 
With a reprefentPiion from the Tanjore Vac- 
quiel on the faojedlof the Annacutta, 

Confultation 24th May, 1764. 
A letter is wrote to Mr. James Bourchier, 
ordered on a furveyof the Annacutta, wherein 
the Board fay, The King hath probably re- 
qneRed more thrn the Nabob can grant 
Without endangering bis own country , an^ 
“ the Nabob is perhaps too tenacious of his 
own pnvileges, to comply with the King’s 
requeft, as far as m reafon he ought.” 

Confultation 24th Jidy, 1761 
A letter is read from Major Campbell 5 
wherein he lays, “ The Nabob has fent orders 
to his Ion, to lepair the banks of the Ca- 
very immed'ately, and in fuch a manner that 
the King of 7 ’anjoie will havo no reafon to 
find fault with lu” 


Confultation 2d Augufi, 1764. 
A letter is read from Mr. James Bourchier, 
de/cnbing the breaches of the Annacutta. 

Confultation 24tli Auguft, 1764. 
A letter is read from Mr, James Bourchier,. 
wherein he fays, that “ a meffagefrora the Na- 
bob coniiimed what he had all along fufpe^l-. 
ed, that though the Nabob had given hjs 
confent to make the repairs the Boaid le- 
“ quired of him, nothing was more difiant 
from his intention than the performance of 
«' u.” 

Confultation 28th January, 1767* 

^ The Prefident acquaints the Board, that he 
had with fome difficulty prevailed on the Nabob 
to peimit the Kng of Tanjore to repair the 
breaches m the Cavery, and the Annacut near 
Malo’-e. 

(A true E.<tia£l) 

R. J. SuLivAN, Secretary^ 

^ Jefuit’s letters, voL li. 
j' Orme, voK 1. p. 169. 

J Sir John Lmdfay’s Nairative. Tetarapa* 
Moodally, renter of the Tinnevelly and Ma* 
dnra countries, found means to obtain Mr. 
Pigot’s private friendfhip, but he behaved fo‘ 
ill m his office,, that it was found impoflible to 

fapport 
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at the preffinginftancesof Mr.Pigot, then Prefident of Fort St. George. 
The Nabob, no ftranger to the ambition and treacherous character 
of TJfoph, remonftrated in vain. The Prefident infifted, that he 
ftiould have the government, at a very fmall rent ; for the payment 
of which he himfelf pledged his faith §. Whatever reafon Mr, 
Pigot might have had for his predileaion in favour of Ufoph, it is 
certain he inteiefted himfelf in his favour, with all the warmth 
and zeal of a friend |j. Not content with extorting the government 
of Madura for him from the Nabob, the Piefident provided him 
with arms, guns, and ammunition} which, as there were no enemies 
then in the country feem to have been deftined againft his matter. 

Ufoph Chan was a fellow of mean birth, but poflefled courage 
and all the aftivity neceflary to conftitute a bold partizan. He 


fopport him long, in his public capacity. He 
was, theiefore, obliged to give way to Ufoph 
Chan, another friend. 

§ Ibid, But he never paid any rent. 

11 The original Letters, of which the fol- 
lowing are copies, are now in London : 

To the Hon, George Pigot, Efq; Prefident 
and Governor of Fort St, George, 

‘‘ Honourable Sir, 

This moment I received a letter from An- 
japgQ, advifing, that the 4th inftant arrived 
there z Europe ihips , they left England 5 
months agoe 5 the Norfolk 74 guns, and Pan- 
ther 60 guns, full of men. And fome friends 
mine wrote me the nams of the Governor and 
Council of Madras. 

Governor, 

John Smith, 

Charles Bourchter, 

** Dawfone Drake, 

John Andrews, 

“ Henry Vanfittart, 

“ Richard Fairfield, 

Samuel Ardly. 

Realy I am very forty to hear, but I mufl 
** think now that my great misfortune $ hope 
^ to hear the news to the contrary, and beg, 


Honourable Sir, to fettle my aiFair in good 
tim, for I am quiet ruined, and have no 
other friends at all. Conclude this with my 
kind refpedl, wilhing your good health & 
fuccefs in all your undertaking. Believe me 
to be always with due refpe^l, Hon. Sir, 

I am your moft obedient humble 
& obliged Servant, 

(Signed) Mahomud Esouf Cawn.*’ 

Mr. Pigot to the Nabob, inclofing the above. 

Sir, 

I fend you a letter I have received from 
Ufqph Cawn, which muft fatisfy youheisa 
** good man, as the contents fhew that he fears, 
without a friend to recommend him to you, 
** he is ruin’d. He is as good a man as Mr. 
Smith I will anfwer for it; and if he wants 
arms they are to defend your country and 
** add to your honour. If I can procure him 
any, he ihall have them, and 1 will anfwer 
for his being a good fervant to yoq. I am, 
with the greateft regard and efteem. Sir, 
Your moft obedient fervant, and 
afiured friend, 

(Signed) George Pigot/, 
• Sir John Lindlay's Narrative. 

owed 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


owed his rife, like fome greater men, to accident. Having en- 
graved the Company's aims on a gold plate, he fufpended it from 
his neck ; and the Prefident, {truck with the fancy, ordered an in- 
fcription to be put, on the other fide, mentioning his mer[t and 
valour m war. Ufoph had diflingmfhed himfelf, as a good fol- 
dier, on various occafions ; and his gaming the fupport and faend- 
Ihip of Mr. Pigot, was a proof of his being a good politician. His 
breaking out into an open defiance to the Nabob’s authority, fo foon 
after his taking pofleffion of his government feems, however, to have 
been a little repugnant to the latter charader. Though the rent, 
which he had engaged to pay, had been rendered “ extiemely eafy,” 
by the influence of Mr. Pigot, he neglected, from the beginning, 
to remit even that “eafy rent’* to his mafter. Acondudt fo glaringly 
obftinate could not, publicly, be fuppoited. The Prefidency, there- 
fore, found themfelves obliged to affifl: the Nabob in reducing to 
obedience a fervant, whom they had fo lately and warmly recom- 
mended f. An expedition was undei taken againft him, in the year 
1763 ; but the troops being ill provided, either through defign or 
accident, with proper implements for a fiege, the periodical rains 
forced them to quit the trenches 

Though Ufoph depended much upon the influence of his friends 
at Madras, he was not negligent in fecuring other friends. The 
firft, the mofl: eager, finceie and powerful of thofe ftiends, was 
Pretaupa Sing, Rajah of Tanjore. This approved ally of the 
lingliflb and faithful dependent of the Nabob of the Carnatic en- 
teied into a correfpondence with Ufoph, and foftered thofe feeds of 
rebellion, which that refraftory chief had fown. Pie advifed him 
not to go to Madras, when his prefence was lequiied at that place ; 

•j- Rout's Appendix, No. XIII. Sir John bufinefs. He did ssf aLribe the wintoffucccfs 
LindHiy’ NirrS'ive. accident. Bat it would have been Ciucl to 

"I; Rous’s Appendix, No. XII f. The l.i*e l.a/e deiened an e/o'/wW in his difitefs. 
General Monfon knew a gre^t deal ab>ut thn 
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for, faid he, “ the bad man,” meaning the Nabob, “ gives advice to 
the Englilla, to which point we fhould attend He mentioned 
that the treaty of 1762 “ was nothing more than a name That* 
ihould the Englifh fail to order the Nabob, to permit the mound of 
the Cavery to be repaired, that he would fend his trocp)S to the 
place and expert the afliftance of Ufoph Thefe affurances were 
fent to Pretaupa, much about the time that he took the moft 
SOLEMN OATH appointed by his religion, that he would “ take the 
whole of the war againft Ufoph upon himfelf and join the Nabob, 
both body and foul, and would look upon his enemies and friends 
“ as his own f But notwitbftaading the folemnity of his oath, 
Pretaupa feetns to have adhered, with a kind of mental refervation, 
to the interefts of Ufoph. That chief had informed him in a letter, 
that, by the bleffing of God, the French fquadion would foon 
“ arrive;” and, faid he, “ they confider your protedion as their 
“ firft obje£l|:.” 

The death of Pretaupa Sing only deprived Ufoph Chan of one 
friend, to give him another in the perfon of his fon Tulja-ji. The 
firftcareof that prince was to fecure to himfelf the undifturbed pof- 
feffion of the government, by cutting off the legitimate branches 
of his own family. Before he extended, as was believed, his hand 
to his father*s life f , he murdered his coufm, the fon of Nauzee, 
whom Pretaupa had kept a ftate-pnfoner. Soon after his acceC- 
fion to the government, he fent emiflaries into the territories of the 
Nabob, who killed “ Gatica and two of his lelations j..” The un- 
fortunate Gatica, who was deftined to terminate a life of calamity, 
in a death of violence, was the fame perfon, whom M. Lally found 


§ Pretaupa Sing to Ufoph Chan. Country 
Correfpondenee. Ma Houfe, Oa. 1764^ 
This letter was'Wptten parly In 1763, 

I Hbph Chan to lhi 4 ^ 

m Ibid* ‘ ^ 

f Rou&’s Appendkj p. 197, 


X Uifoph to Pretaupa Sing, Country Cor- 
refpondence, 1764* 

f Separate Letter from the Prefxdent and 
Counal. March 1764. India Houle. 

4. Rous’s Appendix, No, XIII. p* 19^. 


prifoner 



THE EAST- INDIA COMPANY. 


prifoner ia Fort St. David, when he took that place in 1758. He 
was unde to the wretched Shaw-ji, lawful Rajah of Tanjore, whofe 
interefts and liberty, the Prefidency, in a manner, fold to Preiaupa 
Sing, in the yeai i Shaw-ji, having made his efcape from the 

hands ol the Piefidency, the unhappy Gatica, was confined in his 
pU^-e But fate referved his life till the year 1764, to fall by the 
dagger of Tulja ji f 

When Tulja-ji had rid himfelf of every caufe of domeftic fear, 
he turned his eyes towards his allies abroad. Upon receiving a 
letter from Ufoph Chan, who was, now, befieged in Madura, he 
returned an anfwer, in which are the following remarkable words : 
“ I am convinced that you heartily wifli for my profperity, which 
“ IS near at hand. You wrote me, that I Ihould not delay my 
afliftance to you. You need not, my friend, write often to me 
“ on this fubjed ; iliould any thing happen, I will, with all my 
“ troops, join yours immediately without fail At this very in- 
ftant, fome of his troops weie in the camp of the befiegers of Ma- 
dura. But that circumftance would facilitate the performance of 
his promife to Ufoph, fliould any reverfe of foitune happen to the 
arms of the Nabob and the Company. Tulja-ji and his father 
permitted, or rather ordered, a body of French, who were In the 
fervice of Tanjore, to join Ufoph Chan. Unfortunately for that 
chief, M. Marchand was one of the number. This man feized his per- 
fon and delivered him to his enemies. This event happened in the 
month of Oftober 1764 §. The war coll much blood to the Eng- 
lifli, and more than a million flerling to the Nabob j], befides the 
lofs of the revenue, which Ufoph had with-heldlf. 

* Orroe, vqI it |[ yhe Nabob was at the who’e expecce, 

f Rous a Arpendufj iibi ftipra. except the European ‘foldiers* who were paid 

J Tulja-ji to Ufoph Chah. Country Cor- out of the revenue of the Jaghire, Sir Joha 
refpondence, 1764, Lmdfay^s Narrative. 

§ ROits s Appendix, No^XIil, p. 211* Sir John Lmdlay’s Nairative# 
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Tulja-ji exprefled himfelf, in a letter to the Prelldent of Fort St. 
George, with peculiar feelings for his unfortunate friend, “ I re- 
“ ceived,” fays he, “ advice from Madura, that the perfidious 
“ WRETCH was feized, and the fort taken; this gave me in- 
“ expreffible joy. I have offered my prayeis, night and day, to 
“ God, and it hath now pleafed his Divine Majefty to grant what 
*' was my defiref.” But neither the exemplary misfortunes of his 
ally, Ufoph Chan, nor any giatitude for the favours or fear of the 
arms of the Englifh, who had made themfelves guarantees of the 
treaty of 1762, could induce the Rajah to perform, with any 
punduality, his part of the treaty. Though his country yielded 
annually near a million fterling two terms had elapfed without 
his paying the ftipulated Kills to the Company §. This conduit 
was the more inexcufable, that the Nabob had relinquifhed four 
lacks of the tribute, in confequence of his promife to Pretaupa 
Sing, at their lall interview ||. 

The taking of Madura, in the end of 1764, only reftored the 
Carnatic to a temporary repofe. In the beginning of 1765, Nizam 
Ali, who had acquired by the murder of his brother, Sullabut, the 
title as well as power of Subah, entered that province with a great 
army. With a deflrudive fpecies of war, he laid wafle the open 
country, without deriving any confiderable benefit, from his inhu- 
manity. He fubjeited every place, through which he direded his 
march, to fire and fword ; and fuch unfortunate perfons as had efcaped 
the latter were only referved for flavery The lavages, which he had 
committed, joined to the heat of the feafun, for it was now the middle 
of April, reduced his army to great dillrefs for want of provifions 
and water. Colonel Campbell, who then commanded the joint forces of 
the Nabob. and Company, having marched from Arcot, came in fight 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No, XIIL p. 198. 

g Wd. 


f Rous’s Appendi3C,.Bd# Xm* e* zu. 
% lOid* p» 19S* 


of 
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of, the enemy, at the Pagoda of Tripetti; but when the Colonel C P. 
was prepanng to attack Nizam Ali, in his camp, that Subah fud- ' ^ 

. - butfctieats. 

clenly decamped, and marching near forty miles, in one day, eva- 
cuated the Carnatic, by the way of Gollaftria and Nellore 

During thefe tranfadions, Lord Clive ariived at Madras on his I'W'J Clive 

■way to his government of Bengal. I'he condudb of Nizam Ali, Madras 

1 * 

together with the expediency of poffeffing the whole coaft, from 
the boundaries of the Carnatic to thofe of Oiiffa, induced his Lord- 
fliip to procure, from the Mogul, a Phirman, for thofe countries. Obtains Snn-' 
which are diftinguiflied by the name of the Noi them Circars. Thefe Circars! 
provinces, like moft otheis in the Decan, were chiefly poffefTed by the 
native Rajahs and Polygars, in fubordination to the Mogul viceroy, 
to whom they paid a ftated annual tribute. There were, however, 
many diftrids fubjed to temporary renters ; and the whole was 
governed by a deputy appointed by the Nizam. Anwar-ul-dien, 
the father of the prefent Nabob, had executed that office, with fuch 
juftice and reputation, for thirty years, that his family were ftill 
very popular in the country. Many of the Zemindars had owed 
their rife to Anwar-ul-dien ; and not only they, but all the inha- 
bitants and hufbandmcn, had exprefled their wifhes, that his fon 
might obtain the command of the provinces jl. Sullabut Jung had 
offered the government of the Circars to Mahommed Ali during edfy offered' 
the Flench war, to detach him from the Englifh caufe; and he 
renewed the fame offer, when he quarrelled>*with M. Buffy at Hy- 
drabad. Even Colonel Forde, when he took Maffulipatam, figni- 
fied the propriety of the Nabob’s taking charge of the Circars ; but 
all thefe offers he declined to accept, without the exprefs approba- 
tion of the Prefidency §. 


^ Sir John Lindfay^ Narrative 

f Nabob to Mahojmmed Nazib Chan. Nov. 25, 1765. MS, J Ibid, § Ibid, 

Lord^ 
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Lord Clive, who had been uniformly attached to the Nabob, did 
not forget the interefts of that piince, when he obtained, from the 
Mogul, the northern .provinces for the Company. He procured 
from the emperor Shaw Allum, Sunnuds, dated the 12th of Augufl, 
175^!!, rendeiing the Carnatic independent of the viceroy of the 
Decan. His Lordfhip, at the fame time that he tranfmitted the 
Sunnuds, feems to have infinuated his wilK to laife that prince to 
the Subahfliip itfelf, fliould it be found neceffary to expel Nizam 
Ali, in the war which was likely to arife between that prince and 
the Company, for the northern Circ^rs. The Nabob excufed him- 
felf, from accepting the offer, by declaring that “ the Decan was 
“ too great for Lim to defire to have the charge of its government*.”^ 
He at the fame time affured Lord Clive, “ that he was’ perfectly 
** fatisfied with his Lot dihip’s fending him the Phirman of free gift 
“ of the Carnatic, which he had been pleafed to obtain for him, 

from the emperor of the Moguls f/* 

To enforce the Mogul’s Phirman, for the Circirs, General Cal- 
liaud inarched at the head of the troops of the Carnatic to take pof- 
feffion of thofe piovinces. This he effected, after fome ikirmillies 
with the Rajahs and Polygarsj;. Nizam All, who was, 
time, engaged in war againft the Marattas, in the country of Barad, 
upon receiving intelligence of thofe tranfaftions, returned with the 
utmoft expedition to Hydrabad. To revenge himfelf for the lofs of 
the Circars, he made fudden and great preparations for invading the 
Carnatic. To prevent the execution of his defign, the Prefidency 
of Madras invefted Calliaud with full powei s, ordering him to pro- 
ceed to Hydrabad to negociate a peace, A treaty was accordingly 
concluded, on the igth of November 1766. The principal terms of 
the treaty were, that the Prefidency ftiould affift Nizam Ali, with 

11 Sunnud, MS. .* Clive ia 1765, M 3 . f Ibid. 

1. Sous’s Appendix, No, p. >.<* • 

4 their 
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their tioops ; and pay an annual tribute for the Citcais. Thefe con- 
ditions were much more difidvanfageous, than thofe upon which the 
provinces had been offered befoie; for by the foimer terms the Com- 
pany weie to have enjoyed theCirc4rs in Jaghire, on the foie condition 
of military aid. By the prefent treaty, they promifed fervice and 
an annual rent. To pave the way for the treaty, fuch as it was, 
the Prefidency obliged the Nabob to pay five lacks of rupees to Ni- 
zam AH § ; though he was not to derive the value of “ a fingle 
cafli,”^ fjom the tranfadion, nor had been even fo much as named. 

This difadvantageous and even difgraceful treaty fowed the feeds 
of a dangerous and ruinous war. In confequence of their promife 
to Nizam Ah, the Prefidency ordered Coloqel Smith to maich to 
Hydrabad, with a few Sepoys and a troop of horfe to join that 
ptince. The money given by the Nabob enabled Nizam Ali to pay 
off the arrears of his mutinous army. The joint force of the 
Subah and of his new vaffals, marched toward Bengalore, in the 
province of Myfore ; and took that place from the famous Hy- 
der-Ali. The capture of Bengalore feems to have been the ob- 
je<a of the treaty of Hydrabad, though that condition is not parti- 
cularly expreffed. ^ In Nizam All’s march towards Myfore, and dur- 
ing his progrefs in that country, he was joined by different de- 
tachments of the Company’'s troops, under Colonel Tod, Maior 
Fitzgerald and others, to the number of one thoufand Europeans, - 
and five or fix battalions of Sepoys. Thefe reinforcements enabled 

Nizam Ail to collea the tribute from the different Polygars on his 
inarch |j. 

The Nabob, who, from his knowledge of the country, was en- 
abled to obtain the heft information of the fecret views of its princes 
told tlie Prefidency, that the colledion of the tribute, and not I 

S Sir John Lindfay’s Narrative. IndiaPapers, paffim. 1| sir John L,nd%‘s Narrative. 
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C H^A P. virar againft Hyder, was the principal objed of Nizam Ali. That 

« notwithftanding the terms of the treaty of Hydrabad had been 

ilM-difpleaf- much more advantageous, than he had any reafon to exped, he 
EnTt' on was not pleafed with the condud of the Company, in obtaining a 
thrcTcirs. Phirman for the Clicks, without either his knowledge or pertnif- 
fion, who confideied himfelf as their immediate fupenor. That 
teafta' Hyder AH was equally difpleafed with the treaty, as the Prefi- 
dency had (hewn their animofity againft himfelf, by the readineft 
which they difcovered to aftift the Subah in invading his country. 
That, prior to his expedition to Myfore, Nizam AH had fent a 
copy of his agreement to Hyder Ali. That, from thefe and other 
circumftances, he, the Nabob, concluded that both would foon ter- 
minate their own differences, and, with their united force, attack 
the Carnatic 

Caufc! of H/- The event juftified the fufpicions of the Nabob. Hyder AH being 
di^rpLafurer attacked on another fide of his dominions, by the Company’s troops, 
refolved to fettle matters with Nizam AH. Major Bonjeur, with fome 
Europeans, and two battalions of Sepoys, had been detached to- 
wards Kiftnagurry, in the Baramault country f, which he over-ran, 
and took all the mud forts : but he could make no impreffion, 
either on Kiftnagurry, or thofe forts which were built upon rocks j:. 
The country of Baramault had been formerly a part of the Carnatic ; 
but, having fallen into the hands of the Rajah of Myfore, it had 
fubmitted, with the reft of his dominions, to the ufurpation of his 
Hejoiflstlie rebellious general, Hyder Ali. Thefe, with other leafons, induced 
Hyder to make propofals to Nizam Ali, who fcrupled not to fa- 
crifice his engagements with the Company, to the intereft of his 
new ally §. A treaty was at laft concluded between them, by the 

* Sir John Lindfa/s Narrative. India Pa- t Sir John Lindfay's Narrative. Odl. 13, 
pers pdffioi. ,, . ijyo, 

t Roni’s Appendix, No.XL p/i^v ^ Roos’a Appendix, No. XIII, p. 213. 
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means of Mapheus Chan, the Nabob’s brother, who had been dif- 
fatisfied, ever fmee the influence of Mr. Pigot had deprived him of 
the government of Madura and Tinnevelly, in 1758*. 

Secret information of the conclufion of this treaty, having been 
brought to the Nabob, he advifed the Prefident and Council, to 
order an attack to be made upon Nizam Ah’s campf, before the 
jundion of the Myforean. This advice was difregarded, at leaft 
it was not put in execution ; but the Company’s troops had fepa- 
rated themfelves from thofe of the Subah. In the month of Sep- 
tember, Colonel Smith was attacked on his march, near Changa- 
mal, by the united forces of the allies. The adion was fharp, and 
lafted an hour ; but though the enemy was repulfed, the Company’s 
troops weie obliged to retire. Marching for thirty-fix hours, 
without lefrefliment, the army, having fulFered incredible hard- 
Ihips, arrived at Trinomally ; and having inclofed themfelves, within 
the walls of that place, where they remained feveral days, were 
forced to be witnefles of the deftrudion of the country all around, 
wdth fire and fword. Colonel Smith, having again taken the field, 
encamped near the walls ; but, after a few days, he decamped and 
pitched his tents near Califliy-wacum, about ten miles, to the north 
of Trinomally :j:. 
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lonel Smith, 
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While both armies lay in this fituatlon, Hyder Ali detached his Hyder Aii 
fon, with five thoufand horfe, into the Carnatic. This body pe- 
netrated to the neighbourhood of Madras ; and had the commander waSXs. 
managed matters with the leaft addrefs, he might have feized the 
Prefident and Council, in their Garden-houfes, in the envnonsof 
that fort. But the attention of the Myforeans to plunder, deprived 
them of an advantage, which would have enabled them to didate 


«■ Rous’s Appendix, No. XIII. p. 213. J India Paners, paPim. 
Indu Papers, paffim. Nairauve, &.C. 

t Nabob to the Prefident, Sec. Aug. 2, 1767. 
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the teims of peace. Colonel Smith, having in the mean time at- 
tacked the allies, befoie Tiinomallv, with fome luccefs, fent the 
army into cantonments at Wandewafh. The enemy having appeared 
beyond Velore, in the month of December, he took again the field, 
and attacking them, between Ambour and Wanumbaddy, obtained 
a victory, and purfued them to Gaverypatnam. Both before and 
after the aftion, Nizam Ali made propofals of peace to Colonel 
Smith; but that officer lefufcd to treat, till the Subah fliould fhew 
the finceiity of his intentions, by feparating his troops from thofe 
of Hyder Ali *. 

The Subah, bent upon a peace, feparated his army, accordingly, 
from Hyder, in the month of January 1768. In February, a treaty 
of perpetual fnendfhip was concluded between the Nizam, the Na- 
bob, and the Company. The Nabob’s titles, and the grants of fe- 
veral places, which he had received from the Subah, were confirm- 
ed. The Dewanny of the Subahdary of Bijapour, and Carnatic Bal- 
lagaut was conferred upon the Company, for which they were to 
pay feven lacks to the Nizam, and a Chout to the Marattas •f'. In 
return the Nabob and the Company^ agreed to furnifti Nizam Ah, 
•with two battalions of Sepoys, and fix pieces of cannon, upon his 
requifition, fhould the neceffity of their own affairs permit them to 
comply. In confideration of the Ioffes fuftained by the Company, 
the Subah agreed to deduft twenty-five lacks, from the revenue 
paid to him from the northern Gircars ; befides two lacks for five 
years from Chicacole ijl. The Ioffes and expences of war had fallen 
upon the Nabob ; the profits of vidory were appropriated by the 
Company §. 

When the jundion of Nizam Ali with Hyder, threatened the Car- 
natic with invafion, in the month of July 1 767, Mr. Bourchier, the 

♦ Sir John Lindfay^s Narrative* *]: Vide Treaty. India Houfe. 

t § Sir John Lindray’sNamt. 0£1. 13, 1770. 
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Prefident> wrote to the Rajah of Tanjore, foi his aid, in the ex- 
pected war That Rajah, who was privately m the interefts of 
Hyder, had publicly renewed his complaints, againft the Nabob, 
about the waters of the Cavery. The bank had been already re- 
paired by that prince to gratify the Prelidency ; but the Rajah al- 
leged, that he had given orders for enlarging an old gutter, which 
conveyed a part of the waters into theColeroon j'. Upon receiving a 
letter from the Prefrdent, the Nabob gave inftantly diredions for re- 
moving every foundation for a complaint on the part of the Rajah, 
to prevent him from having any excufe for refufing the demanded 
aid J. He accoidingly piomifed publicly his aid to the Enghfli §, 
but he privately affifted, at the veiy time, their enemies. Whilft 
he pretended, that the diftreffes of his country rendered him incapa- 
ble of paying a tiibute of four lacks to the Nabob, he fent four 
lacks and four elephants, by his own Vackeel, to Hyder Ahj|. 

Depending,” fays the Rajah, “ on your firm friendfhip, I am 
“ in every lefped eafy in my mind, and all apprehenfions are 
“ removed from me If.” 

When Colonel Smith had fepaiated the Company’s troops from 
thofe ofNizamAli, and retieated into the Carnatic 4', Hyder an- 
nounced that event to his ally the Rajah of Tanjore. “ You mufl 
“ not imagine,” faid Hyder in his letter to Tulja-ji, “ that I 
*' attend to any thing, but the deftiuCtion of our mutual enemy ; 
“ you may reft allured of this. My reafon for matching into 
“ Eallagaut is, that the Englifli troops are retired from my coun- 
“ try, and are matched fix or feven ftages towaid Trenomele. I 
“ will, by the affiftance of God, biing all the aimy together and 

• Poas’s Apprndh, No. Xlil. p, 213. Pro's VinUicaiion, p ii. 

t Ibid. p. 212. j) Apptrdix to Nabob’s Papers, No. IV. 

4, Ibid, p. 215 p, {JO 

§ Ib’d ‘‘ Ihe Rnjili amufed tliem for q Rajah Tuija-ji to Hyder Ain Ibid, 
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“ punifli the enemy.” — “ You need not fear the enemy ; depend 
upon your ftrength, and give no money to them, nor fend them 
“ any tioops, but put them off with delays ; and write privately 
“ to all the Polygars, dependent upon you, to be in readinefs with 
“ all their troops’*".” — The Rajah religioufly obferved the inftruc- 
tions of his friend and ally. But fo much perverted has truth been 
by party, that the advocate of the Court of Diredtors aflerts, that 
the Rajah of Tanjoie was perfecuted by Hyder, for his uniform 
attachment to the interefts of the Company f ! 

Prior to the treaty concluded in February 1768, with Nizam AH, 
the Prefidency, encouraged by Colonel Smith’s vidory over the joint 
forces of the allies, had refolved, not only to carry the war into 
Myfore, but to make an abfolute conqueft of that country. Their 
letter of the 21ft of December 1767 to the Nabob, upon that fub- 
jed, is a curious inftance of clumfy artifice and ill-coveied Jefuitiy. 
They prefs that prince to join the army, promifing to give him the 
management of the conquered country : “ But,” continues the Pie- 
fident, “ I cannot now tell you, whom I am to appoint to manage 
“ thofe parts.” They inform the Nabob, *' the Company would 
“ not defire any other countries.” — “ But,” fay they in the fame 
fentence, “ the Company intend taking under their government 
“ fome other neighbouring countries at Bombay J.” They advife 
him, that they intend to place two lacks of Pagodas to his account 
of the extraordinary expences of the war. Yet they fay, that it is 
very uncertain whether Nizam Ali began, from his difpleafure 
againft the Company, or on purpofe to diftrefs the Nabob. The 


•Ibid. p. 51. This letter feems to have is referred. Ibid. p. 52. 
been written in the beginning of September f 'Vide Mr Rous’s Reftoration, &c. con- 
1767 for It alludes to the expedition of 5000 fidered. 

horfe, under Hyder’s fon, who penetrated to % i’refident Bourcbier to the Nabob, Bee. 
Madras in that month. Tulja ji wrote a very 21,1767. 
friendly anfwer to H;der, to which the reader 
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truth is, that the war had proceeded from the rooted refentment of the ^ P* 

Subah againft the Company, for their manner of ftripping him of ' ' 

the noithern piovincea. The Nabob appealed to themfelves that this 
was the cafe j but, as they feemed to think that his prefence might 
be ufeful to their affairs, he promifed to join the army *. 

The objedb of the Prelidency, in fending Mahommed Ali to the Their artifice 
camp, was to make a war, which the ambition of the Company had him thofe ex- 
kindled, the war of the Nabob ; to furnifh a colour of juftice, for 
their changing him with the expence. Though he was fenfible of 
their artifice, he thought it prudent to comply. He accordingly 
joined the army ; but the hands of the commanding officer being 
tied up, by the timidity and ignorance of field-deputies, the whole ^ 
fummer of 1768 paffed in inactivity and fruitlefs negociations for campaign, 
peace. Though, by the original agreement, between the Nabob and 
the Company, it had been ftipulated, that no bufinefs with the coun- 
try powers fhould be tranfaCted, without his participation, the field- 
deputies, at the inftlgation of Hyder’s vackeel, excluded him from 
having any fiiare, in the conferences. But Hyder, being well in- Prefidency 
formed, that the Prefidency wifhed eagerly for peace, only amufed peace, 
their deputies, to flop the progrefs of the war ; till the impatience 
or tenor of his enemies fhould enable him to dictate the terms. 

Though he affeCted to wiffi, for an accommodation, , he did not neg- 
leCt fuch hoftilities, as promifed fuccefs. He took the important fort 
of Mulwaggle. He gained fome advantages over Colonel Wood, 
who had attempted m vain to take the place ij.. 

Though thefe hoftilities might have convinced the Prefidency at Hyder not 
Eoit St. George, and their deputies in the field, that Hyder meant 
nothing lefs, than to negociate, on equal terms, they ftill continued 
in a manner to folicit peace. The deputies, thinking that the pre- 


* £ii John Lindfay’s Narrative, Ofl. 13th, 1770, 
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fence of the Nabob impeded their negociatlons, prefied him to re- 
turn to Madias. The Nabob argued in vain, that Ills piciencc in 
the aimy would contribute to keep the Polygars and commanders ol 
forts fteady to the Englifh intereft. The Prefidcncy, entering inM 
the views of their deputies, comm vnded him to return. They 
had even threatened him with deprivation, in a letter to the field- 
deputies f ; and, when he wrote to them complaining of thii intuit, 
they refufed to receive his letter jj. He thought it prudent to 1 etui a 
to Madias; where he arrived, in the month of November ijdS. 
Colonel Donald Campbell, a gallant and experienced ofEcer, was ob- 
liged to quit the field, on account of his health ; and he was, foon 
after, followed by the field-deputies. All thefe things difeouraged 
the aimy, and added fpirit to the enemy, Nyder attacked Colonel 
Wood, plundered his baggage, and recovered all the conquered coun- 
tries, except a few places of ftiength. Thus ended the year 1768, 
in mifmanagement, difafter and difgrace 

Hyder Ali, having thus, by his addrefs and fpirit, rendered the 
efforts of the Prefidency againft his own country abortive, prepared 
to carry the war into that of the enemy. In December 1768, he 
entered the Carnatic “ with a confiderable body of horfe and foot 
“ lightly equipped ij;,” and penetrated into the province of Tritcbi- 
nopoly. Having advanced towards Tanjore, his friend and fecret 
ally, the Rajah of that country, fupplied him with four lacks of ru- 
pees §, and provifions for his troops If; and ‘‘ was ready to join 
“ his intereft 4.” Hyder, at the fame time, detached one of his 
generals, into the provinces of Madura and Tinneveliy, who plan- 


f Sil John Lindfay’s Narrative, Od. 13th, 
1770, 

If Ibid. 

* India Papers, paflim. Sir John Lindfay’s 
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dcied and deftroyed the countiy. No part of the fouthern divifion 
of the Carnatic, except the teiritories of the friendly Rajah of Tan- 
jore, efcaped the deftiu£tive ravages of the active and enterprillng 
Myforean. The Englifh army were unprovided with cavalry, and 
could neither overtake his march nor flop his progrefs. The horfe, 
Vi?hich the Rajah of Tanjore had fent to the Enghlh, as a cover for 
his fecret connection with Hyder had been long recalled, by their 
perfidious matter §. The Myforean purfued his predatory operations 
without obftiuCtion. He went twice to Pondicherry to confer with 
the French ; and, at the fame time, amufed the Englifli Piefidency 
with hopes, rather than offers, of accommodation. Having, at 
length, fent all his heavy baggage from Pondicherry to his own 
country, he proceeded with a body of horfe to the Mount, a place 
within a few miles of Madras *. Mr. Bourchier, under whofe go- 
vernment thefe misfortunes chiefly happened, had quitted the chair, 
and returned to Europe, in the beginning of 1769. His fucceflbr, 
Mr. Du Pre, wifhing to put an end to a war, which, by deftroying 
the country, deprived him of refources for carrying it on with fuc- 
cefs, liftened to the pacific propofals of Hyder All ; and a peace was 
accordingly concluded on the 3d of April 1769. 
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CHAP. VI. 

Affairs of the Carnatic from the 'Treaty with Hyder AUt, 
in 1 769, to the Conclujion of the firfl Expedition againfi 
Tanjore in lyfi* 

I N the courfe of the preceding narrative, which though fuccinO:, 
it is hoped, ha^s comprehended the moll material tranfaftions, on 
the Coaft, the Court of Directors have been feldom mentioned. 
This circumftance proceeded lefs, from any inattention to that re- 
spectable body, than from their want of importance in affairs, 
over which they are fuppofed to prefide. Radical defers in their 
very inftitution, their diftance from the feene of adion, their being 
individually called, from narrow and confined occupations, to the 
extenfive field of political management, their fugitive authority, 
which fcarcely lafled a fpace of time fufficient for tranfporting their 
ordeis to the eaft, their being too often ignorant themfelves, or too 
frequently deceived by others, rendered them objeds of little confe- 
quence, in a political fyftem, which they affeded to guide. In a 
manner confeious of their want of importance, as a body, they en- 
deavoured to pay the debt owing to vanity, by gratifying the demands 
of felf-interefl; ; and, therefore, their great inducement, for foheit- 
ing and receiving their places, was to provide for their own relations 
and friends. This objed being obtained, they became little folicit- 
ous about the interefts of their conflituents. To fupport the appear- 
ance of authority, fome ignorant clerk, who thought infolence a 
mark of dignity, penned their difpatches, and affumed the manner 

4 ' and 
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and didion of defpotic power; but their oideis were only obeyed, 
■when they fuited the views of thofe, to whom they weie addieiled. 

Unimportant as the condition of the common held of Dircdlors 
might appear to have been at home, it became an objeO: of ambiUon 
to their fervants, when they returned from abroad. The latlei, to- 
gether with the fpoils having acquired the manners of the Eaft, fie~- 
quently took arms againft the authority, to which they owmd their 
power ; till by force, by negociation or comproraife, they obtained 
feats at the Board. The fiift ufe they made of their power was to 
cover the retreat of their own fortunes from India ; and to fupport, 
in fome friend, favourite, or partner in plunder, the fame fyftem of 
venality and corruption, which had enriched the-mfelves. Their local 
knowledge being blended with local prejudices, inftead of enlight- 
ening the ignorance of other Direiffcors, perverted their judgment. 
Inflamed by difappointments, but forgetful of favours, they feldom 
failed to fuggeft fueh meafures, as might contribute to diftrefs thofe, 
who had failed to extend their liberality to the utmofl. limits of their 
avarice. Thus, the injuftice and opprcffion committed by the fer- 
vants of the Company in India, inftead of being checked by the au- 
thority of the Directors, were too frequently encouraged by their 
approbation. Thefe general obfervations are not intended, as a ge- 
neral cenfure ; for, in the conduCt of the Court, we fometimes meet 
with fome commendable deviations, from the lines we have above 
defer ibed and ftigmatifed. 

To return to the affairs of India : In the negociation with Hyder 
Ali, which terminated in the treaty of the 3d of April 1769, the 
Prefidency having propofed, that fome chiefs, who had alEfted the 
Company, ftiould be included in the treaty ; Hyder demanded the 
fame advantage, for the Rajah of Tanjore, on his part"**. The 
Prefidency juftly conceived, that this demand was made, at the re- 
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quefl; of the Rajah, to pieclude any animadverfion upon his conduar, 
for having furnifhed Hyder Ah, the enemy of the Carnatic, with 
money and provihons % for carrying on war againft his fupenor, 
the Nabob and his protedors the Engliih. The ftipulation, in his 
favour, proved to a demonftration the Rajah’s guilt; and that cir- 
cumftance ought to have induced the Prefidency to rejed, with re- 
fentment, a propofal, which converted a fubjed of the Carnatic, 
into an ally to its grealefl; foe. But, it feems, that peace was, at 
that moment, fuch a defirable objed, that indignation gave place to 
neceffity. As Elyder fhewed no inclination to defert his ally, the 
Prefidency propofed to include him in. the treaty, as their friend and 
ally ; to prevent him, from becoming ftill more attached to Hyder, 
by permitting that chief to become his avowed protedor and guaran- 
tee f. Hyder, whofe foie objed, in the propofition, feems to have 
been a fecurity to the Rajah, from animadverfion, acquiefced in 
the offers of the Prefidency, as ftill better for his friend, than his 
own guarantee. 

This propofal on the part of the Prefidency “ did not proceed 
from any opinion, that the Rajah’s condud merited their at- 
« tendon to his interefti.” They had been no ftrangers to his 
duplicity and treachery during the whole courfe of the war. 
Though, at the requifidon of the Prefidency in July I767§, he had 
promifed to affift them with a thoufand horfe and twelve hundred fe- 
poys, he neither fent that number, nor did thofe he fent join the 
army, dll the 19th of February 1768 [j. Had he ordered a body of 
cavalry to the aid of the Engliih, when they were firft required, they 
might have been of eflCential fervice, “ whilft the united forces of 
“ the Ni^am and Hyder were a(fting in -the Carnatic f . ’ Their ap- 
peaiance could not then be obtained. But when the Nizam deferted 

§ Rouses Appendix* No* XIK# p. 2! 3* 

I* Mr Du Pre’a Vmdicanon, p# x u 
^ Ibid*, p* 13* 


^ Mr. Da FreWindkation, p. ij* 
f Ibid. 

X Ibid* 
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Hyder, and evacuated the Carnatic, Tulja-ji fent his cavalry to join 
the Englifh, “ when their fervice could be of little ufe “ This 
“ pretended aid was only given to fave appearances, and tofuiniih, a-d only given 

^ , toiaveap- 

in cafe of need, a future plea to both the contending parties ; to peauoces. 

« the Nabob, that he had ajjijied ; to Plyder, that he oxilj feemed to 
“ affift f.” His cavalry, foon after they had joined Colonel Wood, 
in the Coimhettour country, “ dropped o£F by parties at a time 
till, at length, the whole either deferted of themfelves, or were re- 
called by their mafter, long before the conclufion of the war jl. 


The dilatoiy and fufpicious conduft of the Rajah, his inattention His fu^kious 
to the requifition of the government of the Carnatic, which had madvened 
conjiituhonally a right to his affiftance in war his aCting, upon al- KdeLyl* 
moft every occafion, contrary to that fpirit of mutual friendfhip, 
which had been the oftenfible bafis of the treaty of ijSz, had nei- 
ther efcaped the notice, nor had been fuffered to pafs, without the 
animadverfion of the Prefidency. In their letter of the 8th of Oc- 
tober 1767 [[, they had fignified, to the Court of Diredtors, their 
reafons for being dilTatisfied with the conduct of the Rajah of Tan- 
jore. The Court of Diredtors, happening at the time to be led, by The Court of 
men of comprehenfive ideas and political talents, did not hefitate, hw 

upon a fubjed, which involved the peace and fecurity of the Garna- 
tic. Confcious, that the treaty of 1762, having only the quantum 
of the annual peifhcuifh for its objed, did neither infringe nor abo- 
lifh “ the right of the Carnatic to the military fervice of Tanjore 
without infinuating the leaft doubt on that fubjed, they delivered 
their fentiments to the Council at large, and fent decifive orders to 
the Seled Committee, on the 17 th of March 1769 j whilft the war 
with Hyder AU was ftill depending. 


^ Ibid- 

(I Eaft-India Houle. 

^ Mr, Du Pie’s Vindication, p. 

Y a Thefe 


^ Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 12. 
+ Ibid. 

% Ibid. 
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Thefe fentiments and orders explain the delinquency of the Rajah 
of Tanjore, at the fame time that they define the mode of puniftiing 
him, for his unjuftifiable condua. •“ We obferve with great difla- 
“ tisfadion (fay the Diredors to the Council at large) the condu<3; of 
« the Rajah of Tanjore, who forbore fo long to join you with his 
“ horfe ; and when they did join you, they feem to have been of no 
“ manner of ufe. It is very extraordinary, that when the fafety of 
“ the Carnatic was in danger he ftiould have aded fo dubious or 
“ fo pufillanimous a part. When we confider the protedion we have 
“ given that Rajah, and the long and uninterrupted tranquillity his 
“ country has enjoyed by it, we Cannot but feel the ftrongeft refent- 
“ ment at his condud. Our further fentiments on this fubjed, 
“ and powers of ading therein, are entrufted to the Seled Com- 
“ mittee'l'.” 

Thofe powers were accordingly addrefled to the Seled Committee, 
in the following words : “ It appears moft unreafonable to us, that 
1 “ the Rajah of Tanjore ftiould hold pofleffion of the moft fruitful 
** part of the country, which can alone fupply our army with fub- 
“ fiftence, and not contribute to the defence of the Carnatic. We 
“ obferve the Nabob makes very earneft reprefentations to you on 
“ this fubjed, in his letter entered in the book of Country Corre- 
“ fpondence ; wherein he takes notice, that the Zemindars of the 
Carnatic have been fupported and their countries preferved to them 
by the operations of our forces, employed in his caufe, and that 
nothing was more notorious, than that three former princes of 
theCainatic had received from the Tanjore Rajah feventy, eighty, 
nay, even one hundred lacks of rupees at a time ; that to the pre- 
“ ceding Nizam he had paid a contribution of fifty lacks ; and the 
« prefent, if he had met with fuccefs againft our army, would not 

• When attacked, in Septemkor 1767, by -f- Dlredors to Governor and Council, March 
the united foices of the Nizam and Hyda?Ab. 17th, 1769. India-Honfe. 

5 


“ have 
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“ have beea content v?ith lefs than a crore* of rupees fiom the Ra- ^ 

“ jah. How jufl. then does it appear, that he iliould be made to 
“ bear fome past of the expence of thofe meafures, to which he 
“ owes his fecuiity and the peace of his country ! We, therefore, 

“ enjoin you to give the Nabob fuch fupport in his pieteufions on 
the Rajah of Tanjore, as may be eiEFeaual ; and if the Rajah re- 
“ fufes to contribute a juft proportion to the expences of the war, 

“ you are then to purfue fuch meafures, as the Nabob may think 
“ confiftent with thejuftice and dignity of his government f-” 

The fentiments of the Eaft-India Company, with regard to the The''_P“^P°J 
conftitution of Tanjore as well as the condua of its Rajah, may be 
colleded, from the above letter and orders. It appeal s, that, though 
the treaty of 1762 had limited the annual tribute to four lacks, 
the ancient conjiitutional right of the Carnatic to the military fervice 
of Tanjore, remained unimpaired $. That the Rajah, having long 
evaded that fervice, had at laft induftrioufly given it, in a way, which 
“ had been of no manner of ufe.’' That the Court of Direarors 
confidered Tanjore, as a part of the Carnatic, and confequently fub- 
jeft, by a certain tenure, to its government. That they judged the 
contiibutions raifed, from former Rajahs, proper precedents for the 
prefent Nabob, in the fums he might think juft to demand, as a part 
of the expences of a war, during which Tanjore had been proteded 
from the ravages of invaders. That they feemed to allow, that the 
Rajah was no more than “ a Zemindar of the Carnatic,” depending 
on its government, and deriving from it his protedion ; and that 
the Company, as allies to the Nabob, were not only juftified, but 
even bound “ to purfue fuch meafures, as that prince might think 
“ confiftent with the juftice and dignity of his government,” in pu- 

• About a million fterling. *7^9* India-Houfe. 

\ Letter to the Scleft Committee, March { Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. t6. 
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nifhing a vaflal, who had, neither with arms nor money, contil- 
buted to the general defence. 

The poiitive orders of the Court of Diredors, for calling the 
Rajah of Tanjoie to account, for his conduct in the war, did not 
arrive till autumn 1769, when the feafon was too far advanced, for 
carrying them into effed. But other reafons, befides thofe, which 
arofe from the climate, weighed with the Prefidency, when they 
refolved to fufpend the execution of the orders, till a more proper 
opportunity fhould prefent itfelf. The ravages of Hyder Ali, the 
vigour with which he had carried on the late war, the earneft if not 
commanding manner, with which he had intfted, that the Rajah 
fhould be comprehended hi the peace, the animofity, which he had 
exhibited on every occalion, againfl: the Nabob, rendered it highly 
probable, that he would not remain a tame fpedator, fliould an ex- 
pedition againft Tanjore take place Though he was engaged in 
difputes with Nizam Ali and the Marattas, he might be induced to 
compromife matters, with both thofe powers, and turn his arms 
againft the Carnatic, which he had refolved, it was believed, on all 
occafions to dillrefs'f-. Thefe were the oftenfiible motives, which 
prevented the Prelidency from carrying “the commands of their 
“ mafters into execution for they declared, that the Rajah cer- 
tainly deferved chaftifement 5 and not only for the fupply of mo- 
“ ney and provifibns, with which he had furnifhed the enemy, in- 
*’ head of affifting the Nabob and the Englifh, but for fince delay- 

“ ing the payment of the peifhcuifh, fettled by the treaty of 1762, 

% 

“ which had become due in the month of July 1769 This lall 
he had done “ under the pretence of poverty, and foliciting to have 
“ the whole remitted, in confideration of the expence of the troops 

* Rous’s Appeodix, No. XXV. p. 939. t Ibid. t Ibid. 

y h« 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


167 


he had fent to the affiflance of the EngUfli, during the hte war 5 C H p. 
and which gave the Englifli no aififtance v_— y—wi 

They affirmed, at the fame time, that had no conftitutional de- nefiofhis* 
pendencc m the Rajah, no acknowledged fuperionty in the Nabob 
exifted, it was “ undoubtedly moft reafonable, that Taniore fhould 5’’® 

^ , * deduced fioiH 

bear a part of the charge of repelling the invadeis of the Carna- various arga.- 
“ tic, by which it was furrounded on all fides That this prin- 
“ ciple, even if it had not been eftablifhed, by any paiticular 
“ compadl, treaty, or agreement, was clear and determinate, as 
“ refulting from equity and the natural rights of governments. 

That it was certainly contrary to found policy in the Carnatic to 
“ fuffer the exiftence of fuch a flate. That, if the Nabob pofTeffed 
** the whole power of the Carnatic, it would be good policy in 
“ him, and confiftent with the principles of the Hindoftan govern- 
ments, to reduce Tanjore to the fame terms of obedience and 
” control,- to which other Rajahs had been reduced ; and that it 
“ would be equally good policy in the Company to do the fame, 

“ had they poffeffed the whole power of the Carnatic That 
the impropriety and inconvenience of fnch a Hate fubfifling, in the 
heart of the province, had been evident from the Rajah’s con- 
du<St, in the war with Hyder Ali ; and that this condudl might 
have furnilhed the Prefidency, with a juft plea for calling him to 
an account, had not the ftate of the neighbouring powers rendered 
an expedition againft his capital, dangei ous in the execution and 
uncertain in the event ' 

Whilft the Prefidency were arguing thus, at Madras, intelligence The Court of 
of the peace with Hyder Ali arrived in England. The letters of J^ged at\hr 
the Court of Direiftors aie full of indignation at a treaty, which, 
they faid, could be only juftified by neceffity. After accufing the 


§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXV. p. 939, 
p, 938. 
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c i^A p. Prefidency of having miueprefented the Nabob, on account of his 
difapproving of a peace, in which he is not fo much as once 
named §, they I'ccapitulated fome inftances of their unjuftifiable 
conduct to that prince, during the wai-. They reprimanded them, 
for “ having pompoufly appointed him Phoufdar of Myfore 
and for aceufing him, on account of his accepting that nugatory 
gift, “ of an infatiable defire of extending his dominions ||.” They 
infinuated, that by following their advice, “ he found himfelf re- 
duced, difappointed, and almoft defpifed,” yet that they “ blamed 
him for want of temper ‘V’ Having repeated fome paffages in their 
feveral difpatches, they endeavoured to condemn them on their own 
evidence. They accufed them of irrefolution as men, difability as 
negociators, weaknefs and deficiency as politicians. They affirm- 
ed, that though they had rafhly dared to roufe the jealoufy of the 
country powers, they had not difcovei'ed, on trying occafions, the 
becoming firmnefs neceflary to fupport the dignity of the Englifh 
name; and that by their feeble condud in war, and their pufilla- 
nimiiy in fubraitting to a treaty didated by an enemy, “ they had 
“ laid a foundation for the natives of Hindoftan to think they may 
infult the Company at pleafure, with impunity f.’’ 

Full of indig- Proceeding from this general cenfure, they dwelt with particular 
R^Xon’au- feverity on the article in the treaty with Hyder, which coihpre- 
compieheld- tended, at the recommendation, or rather at the, command, of that 
edinthe chief, the Rajah of Tanjore. “ Had you indeed obtained,” fay the 
Diredors, “ from the Rajah of Tanjore the Iicrfe and affiftance 
“ you folicited ; had he thereby dr'awn upon himfelf the refent- 
“ ment of the enemy; had it been difficult, on the Rajah’s account, 
“ to have appeafed Hyder, there might have been fome merit, in 
“ procuring the Rajah fafe terms. But we do not conceive that 

§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XX.|p. 5^4. * Ibid. 

il iWd. p. 533. 4. Jbjd, p. 5,3. 
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« Hyder has difcovered fo much want of penetration, in his tranf- 
" adions with you, as to warrant a fuppofition, that he could ^ 

“ himfelf be impofcd upon by fuch an artifice j and his -warm at - 
tacbment to the Rajah of Tanjoie, manifefted by ftrenuoufly infifl- 
“ ing he fhould be included in the treaty, could fcaicely be un- 
“ known to that prince. What their fcntiments muft be of perfons, 

“ whom they had reduced to the neceffity of praftifing aits of this 
“ nature, it is not difiEcult to determine. — We cannot difcern any 
“ advantage gained, by this extraordinaiy effort of your fkill in 
“ negociation, which you make matter of fo much meiit. The 
“ plain fa£l is, that the Rajah of Tanjore, who, as tributary to the 
“ Nabob, ought to have furnifhed his quota towards carrying on 
“ the war, which he has not done, is ftill flyled by you, a friend 
“ to the Carnatic ; and by Hyder’s adherence to him, for refufmg 
to aflift you, he is, as we conceive, effedfually fheltered by the 
“ faith of a treaty, from behig compellable to contribute a fingle 
“ rupee, towards defraying the expence of the war. Our former The pretend- 
“ orders, therefore, in this refreB^ relative to the Rajah of Tan- 
“ joie muft be fufpended^ becaufe they are, by your conduCt, ren- 
deied utteily impoflible to be carried into execution without com- 
” mitting a breach of the treaty you have concluded 

The concluding paragraph of the above quotation has been held That Tubjea 
forth, by the advocates of faaion and party, as a revocation of the 
orders of the 17 th of March, 1769, relative to the calling the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore to account, for his conduift in the late war. It ap- 
pears, however, by the fubfeqiient condua of the Court of Di- 
redors, that they themfelves did not extend the meaning of their 
own words to the pitch, to which they have been fince wound 
up, by hirelings or too bufy friends. In the letter of the Prefi- 
dency to the Court, dated the 31ft of Januaiy, 1770, they “ point- 

t Rous’s A^^penliY, No* XX, p, 535, 

L ■ “ edly 
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lyo 

c i^A P. « edly (Jeclare, that they do not think the treaty with Hyder any 
« obftacle to the execution of the ordeis they had received §.” That 
letter was received in July, juft four months after the pretended 
revocation had been difpatched to India. Inftead of enforcing ther 
paragraph, as i evoking theii orders of the jyth of March 1769, 

“ the Diiedors never thought proper to take notice' of the fubjed 
“ diredly or indiiedly.” The Prefidency, therefore, had every 
reafon to confider the paragiaph, which is now fet up as a revoca- 
tion of the orders of 17^9, as the ftrongeft confirmation and en- 
forcement of thofe orders I]. The Court, inftead of doubting of the 
propriety of their own orders, ^xprcfs mucji difpleafure and difap- 
pointment, at the article of the treaty with Hyder, which, as they 
conceived, oppofed the execution of thofe orders. The truth is, 
the part of the paragraph, which fadious writers conftrue into a 
revocation, appears to have beeii merely an effufion of paffion, from 
minds chagrined, irritated and enraged, at the manner and terms 
of the treaty with Hyder Ali. But this is not the place for finally 
difcuffing a fubjed, which muft be refumed in the order of time. 
Suuervjfors The unfuccefsful war, which had raged, for fome time, on the 
regXte the° ^oaft of Coromandcl, together with mifmanagements in all parts of 
affairs of In- India, had not only roufed the attention of the Court of Diredors, 
but turned the eyes of government towards the Eaft. In autumn, 
1769, the Diredors having appointed three commilfioners, to examine 
and luperintend the affairs of the Company, in all the Prefidencies, 
applied to Government, fora fquadron of men of war, “ to give coiin- 
SirjohnLinil- « tenancc to their affairs The commander of this fquadrom was 

£.y commands .... 

a fpadron to Sir John Lindlay, an officer or diftmguilhed merit in his profef- 
thc Eaft. received alfo a commiffion from the Company, as their 

plenipotentiary to all powers, upon or near the gulph of Perfia ; at 
the fame lime, appointing him “ commander in chief of all their 

§ M. Du Pre’s Vindicatiott,4j» au U K)id. • Rous’s Appendix, No. XX. p. 53 r. 
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£hips, frigates, and armed veffels, in and through all parts of 
“ India f.” The commiffioners, appointed for fupei intending and 
managing affairs, throughout India, were Meffieurs Vanfittart, 
Scrafton, and Forde, men of charader and expeuence, whole me- 
lancholy fate is ftill recent in every one’s mind. 

Sir John Lindfay was invefted with flill higher powers, than thofc 
conferred by the Company. . He was appointed by a commiffion 
under the great feal, his Majelly’s Minifter, with plenipotentiary 
powers, to Indian princes in general ; but more particularly to the 
Nabob of Arcot, who had become an ally of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain, by the eleventh article of the treaty of Paris. The managers of 
the affairs of the Company at home, as well as their fervants abroad, 
had induftriouQy concealed, from that prince, the nature and im- 
port of that article for feveral years. The fuccefs, with which this 
fecret was preferved, furnilhes an irrefragable proof, that every in- 
dividual thought it his own intereft, to keep the Nabob in a ftate 
of ignorance of his rights. Though that prince had obtained, at 
length, fome knowledge of the nature of the guarantee, which fe- 
cured to him the pofTeffion of the Carnatic, he had found it almoft 
impoffible to avail himfelf of that knowledge. The authors af his 
grievances were the only channels, through which he could convey 
his complaints; and felf-prefervation effedually prevented them, 
from becoming their own accufers. In the beginning of 1769, 
fome account of his fufferings had been conveyed to the throne ; 
and, before the end of the year, Sir John Lindfay, as plenipoten- 
tiary from his Majefty, was on his voyage to India. 

On the 26th of July 1770, Sir John, after having remained 
fome months at Bombay, arrived at Fort St. George J. Having 
laid his commiffion before the Nabob, he opened to that prince 
the objea of his embalTy and the nature of his inftruQioas. He 

f Rous’s App* No. XVll, p. 2^ H J Sir J, Lindfay toLoid Weymoutb, Ofl, 13, 1770. 
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C HA P. afiured him, that it was his Majefty’s fiim defiga to adhere to ali’ 

4 ^ the piomifes made by his late royal grandfather, in his letter 
w'the*n'ameof of thesiftof February 1760 §. That it was his Majefty’s per- 
theNdbob!'° manent lefolution, like that of the late king, to continue firm to 
all his allies, in every part of the world. That the king was 
determined to fupport thofe, engagements, into which he had en- 
tered, by the tieaty of Paris, with other European powers, to fe** 
cure the Carnatic to the Nabob and his pofireiity. That fliould it 
appear, upon examination, that the diftreffed fituation of the affairs 
of that country, had proceeded from the intrigues of any of his . 
Majefty’s trading fubyeds, the Nabob might depend on the royal 
protedion and friendly affiflance ; when the real ftate of the hard- 
fhips, under which he laboured, fliould be laid at the foot of 


He 

in the king’s 
name, an ac- 
coun*' of the 
Kabob's 
grievances. 


Nabob’s 
grateful an- 
iwer 


But IS afraid 
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the Crown, 


the throne. That to enable his Majefty to vindicate his juftice 
and good faith to the whole woild, he had laid his commands on 
the plenipotentiary, to demand in his Majefty’s name, a full and 
fuccind account of the Nabob s tranfadions with the Company, 
fince. the treaty of Paris; that, upon a full information of all 
affairs, his Majefty might have it in his power, not only to re- 
drefs pafl evils, but to prevent future oppreffions i|. 

In anfwer to thefe affurances, the Nabob expreffed himfelf, in 
terms full of gratitude, forfuch diftinguiflied marks of his Majefty’s 
friendfhip, and the repeated affurances of the royal protedion to 
him and family. He affured the plenipotentiary, that he could 
find no words to exprefs the deep fenfe he had of his' Majefty’s 
goodnefs, in fo feafonahly interpofing in his behalf, and offering his 
royal affiftance, when he moft flood in need of fupport *. But not- 
withftanding thofe expreffions of gratitude, he was ftill afraid to 
gvail himfelf of the protedion of the Grown againft men, who 
might continue to poffels that power, under the rigour of which 


§ Counter-ligned by Mr. Secretary Pitt. 

I Sir John Lmdfay to the Secretary of State, OSt. 13, 1770^ »■ Ibid, 

he 
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he had already fo much fufFered. To improve his fears, various 
reports were iaduftrioufly propagated. Some infinuated a want of 
powers in the plenipotentiary ; others the infufficiency of thofe 
powers, had they really exifted, in oppofition to the charter of the 
Company. Jealoufy, difappointment and refentment arofe, at 
once, in arms. The Nabob, knowing the fate of other princes, 
■who had fallen vidims to the difpleafure of the Company, began 
to dread, that refentment might induce them to deprive him of his 
country, as their fervants had threatened, two years before f. The 
example of the Nabobs of Bengal was conftantly prefent to his 
eyes, with all its mela'ncholy circumflances J and he fhuddered at 
giving offence to a body of men, whofe infolence, tyranny, rigour 
and injuftice he had fo frequently experienced. Difappomted ambi- 
tion, and a ftill more hardened and vindidive paffion, difappoint- 
ed avarice, were likely to he in wait, for a proper time, to fatiate 
themfelves, with the utmoft exertions of revenge. The fupport 
offered was at a great diftance and in itfelf uncertain ; but the ene- 
my was near and fure of feizing every opportunity, to wieck their 
refentment upon an unfortunate man, who prefumed to appeal 
for protedion, from the didates of infolence and the demands 
of rapacity. 

The event fhewed, that the Nabob’s fears were better founded 
than the hopes of fupport prefented by the plenipotentiary. In a 
government, fubjed to frequent changes of men and confequently 
liable to fluduations in opinions, promifes of protedion aie, at beft, 
but unintentional deceptions, which may lead the credulous into 
ruin. This obfervation has adually been verified, in the perfon of 
Mahommed Ali, Nabob of the Carnatic. The oppreffions of the 
Company,, the imperious rapacity of its fervants, had forced him to 
throw himfelf under the protedion of the ftate. The ftate, in 
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the moft folema manner,/ promifed its protedion ; and, in the 
perfon of an ambaflador, veiled by the feal of Great Bri- 
tain with every legal power to pledge the public faith, af- 
fured the Nabob, that it was only neceffary for him to fpecify 
his grievances to have them redreffed. He accordingly fpecihed 
his grievances ; but, after having been amufed during three years, 
with the vain parade of an embafly, he found himfelf, in a much 
worfe condition than before. The royal commiffion was recalled, 
without having accomplilhed the leaffc article of the avowed ob- 
jedi, for which it had been granted. The plighted faith of the 
Crown was broken ; the cre(|it - due , tio the great feal of one of 
the firfl ftates in the world was ddftroyed, at the re<5mIition of a 
hody, who had tarniflhed the honour of a free nation, by in- 
numerable a£ts of tyranny and oppreffion. To this fource may 
be traced all the late misfortunes of the Nabob of the Carnatic. 
Government, inflead of fulfilling engagements, which every Hate 
holds facred, remanded back the wretched fugitive to the fetters, 
from which he had attempted to efcape. The Company enraged 
at the PRESUMPTION of his defedlion, have added revenge to thofe 
fordid and unjuflifiable paflions, from which he had already fuf- 
fered fo much ; and with a peculiar refinement on cruelty, whilft 
they diveft him of his rights, they deprive him of his reputation, 
the laft comfort of the unfortunate. 

The Nabob had fufficient difcernment to forefee a part of thofe 
misfortunes, which have fince fallen on himfelf and his family, on 
account of his having appealed, from the opprelfions of the Com* 
pany, to the jullice of the Crown. He, therefore, exprefled the 
greateft anxiety about his own periloiis fituation, when the plenipo- 
tentiary demanded a faithful account of his grievances. But, upon 
the plenipotentiary’s “ promifing, in his Majelly’s name, that Ihould 
“ it become neceffaTy for his protection, and the fecurity of his fa- 

“ miiy, 
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“ mily, he would enter into a foletnn treaty with him, as foon as he 
“ ihould make the neceffity of fuch a meafure evident the Nabob 
gave a full detail of his tranfaftions with the fervants of the Com- 
pany, from the year 1760, when he was dignified with the title of an 
ally by the late king. He juftly confidered, that his being acknow- 
ledged the ally of that monarch, had entitled him to the royal pro- 
tedfion againft the injuflice of the fubjedts of Great-Britain, as well 
as againft the force of foreign Europeans, This protedlion had been 
pledged in the moft folemn manner ; but the Nabob’s negledting to 
fecure himfelf, by the treaty offered by the plenipotentiary, fruf- 
trated, in the event, his hopes of redrefs. 

Though the fervants of the Company on the Coaft had, almoft 
unifoi mly, during the wars with the Nizam and Hyder Ali, treated 
the Nabob with contempt and injuftice, the Court of Diredors feem 
to have refpeded his rights, in the year lydp. In their inffrudiona 
to the three commiflioncrs, dated the 15th of September 1769, they 
enjoined them “ to provide effectually for the honour and fecurity of 
“ their faithful ally, Mahommed Ali, Nabob of Arcot.’’ They 
blamed the Prefrdency, for their injuftice to that prince j and ftigraa- 
tized their condud, as a moft “ flagrant breach of their repeated or- 
“ ders.” They declared their forrow to find, that the imprudent 
and rmpolific fchemes of the Prefrdency had eventually increafed the 
debts of the Nabob, and accumulated his diftrefs. “ When we re- 
“ fleet (continued the Court of Drredors) on the long experience we 
“ have had of Mahommed All’s faithful attachment to the Englifh 
“ Company, we are furprifed at the idea entertained by the Governor 
“ and Council, in their letters of the 8th March and 27th June 
“ 1 768, to reduce him to a 7/icre nominal Nabob -f-. The fanction of 

“ the 
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f To complete the v^hoV, as the Com- ** hope forTiftiilance from that quarter, as they 
** .pany^s fervants found the expenca of the v/ar probably had then a profpedof making peace 

with 



176 


HISTORY AND MANAGEMENT OF 


CHAP, 

VI. 


RcjjdhofTan- 
jore attached 
to Hyder, 


with whom he 
correffonds. 

He evades the 
payment of 
thepeiihcufh. 


“ the treaty of Paris, by which treaty public faith became the 
“ guarantee of the Nabob’s tide, will be of little ufe to him, if no« 
“ torious infringements of the rights and -powers ufually inherent 
“ in, and dependent on, fuch title, fliould be by us countenanced 
“ and permitted to take place. More efpecially as, perhaps, we 
“ might thereby involve ourfelves in the very difagreeable neceffity 
“ of anfwering, at fome future period, for the mfraSitwi of a pub- 
“ lie treaty and the confequences thereof J.” Unfortunately for the 
Nabob, the commiffioners deftined to carry thefe inftrudtions into 
execution, never arrived in India. 

Though the Prefidency at FoitSt.'George had affeded to compre- 
hend the Rajah of Tanjore, in the treaty of the 3d of April, as 
their friend, he was no ftranger to the circumftance, that he owed 
that favour to Hyder Ali. A principle of gratitude to that chief, 
or rather a fixed averfion to the Nabob and his allies, the Englifli, 
had thrown him entirely into the intereft of Hyder, with whom he 
carried on an uninterrupted and friendly correfpondence §. De- 
pending on his aid, or following his advice, he not only evaded the 
payment of the peifhculli fettled, by the treaty of 1762, but even 
peremptorily demanded fourteen lacks of rupees || from the Nabob, 
as the expences of the troops, which he had fent to the affiftance of 
the Englifh in February 1768, but which he had withdrawn, before 
they had been of *' any manner of ufe*.” 


« ‘ with Hyder, or little hopes of conquering 
his conntry, they refolded to take the Car- 
“ natic into their own h inds as the only means 
of paying the expence of the war, which 
** they had undertaken contrary to the advice 
of the prince of the c mntry 5 to leave the 
** Nabob, though included in the treaty of Pu- 
ris and an acknowledged ally by their fo- 
“ vereign,’* a name only, without a country. 
This,’" they fiy^ may look like violence, 
but the meafure is necel&ry, and not a thing 


to be confidered or doubted of.” St John 
Lmdfviy to the Secretary of State, 2id Januiry 
1771. 

X Inftrudions to the Commifiioners, Sept. 
15 th, 1769. 

§ Letter from Seled Committee, Sept 29th, 
1770, 

II 175,0001. Rouses Appendix, No. XXL 

p. 564. 

* General letter, March 17 th, 1769. 
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Though the Rajah fcems to have been fincere in his attachment to 
Hyder, that crafty chief wiflied to command more decifively the 
councils of his weak, verfatile and vicious ally. That profligate 
young man, being deftitute of every dignity of mind, was always 
fond of the Company^ and was confequently led, by the advice of 
men of the loweft cafts and moft fervile profelEons. Gilbiliapah, a 
Barravvar, an office fimilar to that of a pimp in a common bro- 
thel, but if poffible of lefs dignity, was firft his favourite and after- 
wards his minifter In the beginning of the year 1770, one Huflan 
Khan Soor, a fellow who had ufed to get his living at Putcotah, by 
catching filh f , having recommended himfelf to the Rajah, by playing 
on a mufical inftrument, was placed by him, in the chief management 
of the affaiis of government. Mona-ji, who had ferved his family fo 
long, was not only difplaced, but confined ; and even a plot for aflaffi- 
natinghim, in his own houfe, was formed The new minifter, who 
feems to have been a Mahommedan, proved fo ungrateful to a foolifli 
mafter, who had railed him from the duft, that he is faid to have de- 
vifed a fcheme for placing the fort of Tanjore, in the hands of Hyder 
Ali §. T ulja-ji, who was as inconftant in his favours, as he was ver- 
fatile in his politics, became foon tired of the fiflierman, and difmifled 
him from the office of minifter ||. But no change of fervants 
wrought any favourable alteration in the mind of the Rajah. In 
the month of July 1770, he was in arrear, for the ftipulated tri- 
bute ; ahd he continued his intrigues and correfpondence with Hyder 
Ali, throughout the remaining part of the year f . 

In December 1770, the defigns of the Rajah to difturb the repofe 
of the Carnatic, began to be difeovered by intelligence received, from 
various quarters, by the Prefidency, as well as by the Nabob. A 

* The Author of the Defence of Loid PI- f Rous's Appendix, No. XXII. p. 636, 637, 

got expoles hs /el/, in making a Barawar, a j Ibid, p. 637, 

charato of oignity That vile appellation is § Ibid, 

too coarfe to be even pronounced, by any Indian, || Ibid, 

poffeiTcdof delicacy, f Ibid, p 5C9, jyo* 
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^ racked from Hyder Ali, to the Rajah of Tanjore, was flopped, 

« — ^ with his retinue, at the fort of Caroor'^, under the jurifdidion of 

Tritchinopoly, till orders fliould be received concerning him, from the 
wk Nabob and the Piefidency. An intercouife of letters had paffed, 
theAdaractas. between Tulja-ji and Madaverow the chief of the Marattas f; and 
the hoftile preparations, which were made throughout the territory 
of Tanjore, feemed to place it, beyond a doubt, that fomething 
more, than mere ceremony, was the foundation of the Rajah’s cor- 
SeMarfwar. refpondence, with foreign powers. On the 2d of February 1771, 
the Rajah marched from Tanjore with an army# with the profeffed 
intention of proceeding againft the country of the Marawar t. 
his country. That country extends, along the bay of Bengal, Trom the bor- 
ders of Tanjore to point Ramen, the nearefi: part of the conti- 
nent to the ifland of Ceylon, from which that point is feparated, by 
a {hallow and narrow channel. The fea, iti etching to the weft from 
point Ramen, borders the country to the fouth j and an ideal line 
divides it, on the wefl, from the province of Madura, to whofe 
Rajah the Marawar was tributary §, before the Carnatic fell into the 
hands of the Mahommedans. Madura itfelf, with all its vaffals, 
province of Tritchinopoly, when the latter was 
reduced by the Moguls ; and confequently its tributaries, under 
their ancient tenures, were transferred to the conquerors j|. The 
Marawar himfelf acknowledged his dependence, and was ob- 
liged to furniCh his quota of troops to the government of Trit- 
Greaterand “ ‘^hi^opoly, in time of war and danger^” The country, pro- 
le&rMara- perly called that of the Marawar, was itfelf divided into two gc- 
vcrnmenis, the moft extenfive of which was fubjetSt to a chief called 


* Roa$’*'s Appendix,. No. XXII. p. 569, 

570* 

f Ibid, p* 56!^ 

% Ibid. p. 570. 

§ Jefuits Letters, vol. jU The Frcfidetit^d 
Council of Fort St, George do tiot appear to 
have been well informed concerning the de* 


pfendence of Marava, or the country of tlie 
Marawar, We find, by the letters of the Je- 
fujts, who travelled in Marava in 1709, thatjt 
had from all antiquity been fubjed to the go- 
vernment of Madnra, 

1[ Appendix, No, XXI* * * § p 581* 

5 Ibid. No* XXII* p. 672. 680. 682. 

the 
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the Polygar of Satputty or the Great Marawar ; the latter was 
known, by the name of the territories of the Polygar of Nellah- 
cottah, commonly, but corruptedly, filled Nalcooty. 

The pretenfions, by which the Rajahjuftified his hoftilities, againft 
the Marawar, were founded upon prior tranfaftions, which lequire 
to be explained. In the year 1716, fome difputes arifing between 
the Rajah of Tanjore and the Marawar, the former invaded the ter- 
ritories of the latter ; who, though he was allified by his fuperior, 
the Rajah of Tritchinopoly, was defeated, and loft a part of his 
country to the vidlor 'j*. Sadatulla Chan, then Nabob of the Car- 
natic, being the lawful fiipCiior of both the contending parties, 
having interfered, transferred their difputes into his Divan, who 
fettled them under certain reftruftions, with regard to the countiies 
feized by the Rajah of Tanjore X' Cpon the death of the Marawar, 
in the year 1725, his fucceflbr was difplaced, by a relation, aided 
by the arms of Tanjore. Another pretender arifing was affifted, in 
- the fame manner, by the Tanjorines ; but, after he got pofleffion of 
the government, he proved ungrateful to his benefactors, and having 
defeated them, in the field, expelled them from the countries, which 
they had feized in 1716 §. In the time of Pretaupa Sing, his gene- 
ral, Mona-ji, retook the ceded territories; but the Marawar repof- 
fefled himfelf of thofe territories, in the yea i 1764, when the Na- 
bob and Englifh were engaged in the fiege of Madura ||. It was to 
recover what his father had loft, that Tulja-ji took the field, with 
a rabble rather than an army, confifting of fixty-four thoufand 
men He was joined on his march by fome topalfes and artillery- 


^ Rouses AppendiXj, No, XXn p, 590* 

Horfe «— 

4,ODO 

+ Ibid No, XXII. p. 68c. 

Sepoys — 

10,000 

X Ibid. p. 68l. 

Peons — 

40,000 

§ Ibid. 

Commatties — 

lOjOOQ 

j| Ibd. 


64,000 

qf Ibid. No. XXI p, 5S8. This lalble 
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c H A p. men, from the fettlement of Negapatam §, the Dutch being offended 
u— with the Marawar for difturbing their pearl-fifliery on the coaft H* 
They were to have been gratified for their affiftance, with fome 
diftridts along the fhore ij:. 

,77,. The Tanjorines, having taken the barrier of Mooderwauly, in 
Secouiy the firft week of February^ entered the territories of the Marawar, 
a, id beiieges open country, took almoll every place of ftrength, and 

^ fat down before Ramnadaporam, the capital, before the end of the 
month t- The Marawar himfelf being a minor, the management of 
affairs was in the hand^ of h^ paother, the widow of the late Mara- 
war, a woman of a mafculme 'fpirk; to' prevent herfelf and her 
fon from falling into the hands of the Rajah, £he kept a quantity 
of powder near their apartments, to which £he had refolved to fet 
fire, Ihould they happen to be driven to the laft extremity If, 

Which is de. The vigorous defence of Ramnadaporam, at length, induced the 

Rajah to liften to terms, a few days after he had opened his batteries. 
The conditions were, that the Marawar ftiould give a lack of rupees 
in ready money, two elephants, two pieces of cannon, fome jewels, 
A compro- ^nd Other things of value. That he ftiould cede to the R^ah the 
countries he had lately taken by force ; and deliver the fort and 
diftrifl of Armogan, for the refidence of a perfon of the blood of the 
Marawar, whofe pretenfions the Rajah had engaged to fupport^. 
« 'Hz.'^ixigjinijhed the bufinefs of the Greater-Marawar**,” to ufe the 
K.j.1, «,om «preffion of the Rajah, that of the Leffer-Maraw^ ot Nalcooty 
money and remained, which he refolved alfo to finilh §§• Havipg eiFectea 

‘tleSr*” inode of fettlement, by extorting money,* territories and things 

Marawar. 


5 Roa^s No. XXL p. 

jj Ibid, p. 5^^. 
t Ibid. p. 574- 

* Ibid, p. 576- . , j " 

f Ibid* p* 594* ’ ^ 


f Ibid* 

4. Ibid* p. 605* 
** Ibid* p* 609. 
Ibid. 
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of value from Nalcooty, he returned to Tanjore; but kept his army ^ 
in readincfs to take the field f . ^ i— 

Though the Marawar was almoft as faithlefs a vaflaU as the Rajah 
of Tanjore, to the Nabob, he did not fail to apply very early for 
the affiftance of that Prince, againft the invader of his country, the Nabob. 
The Lefler Marawar or Polygar of Nalcooty, knowing that he was ^ai- 

deftined to be the next vidim, was equally prefling in his folicitations 
for the fupport of his fuperior. Both owned their dependence and 
fu^imiflion as fubjeds of the Carnatic*; they foothed, flattered, en- pendence. 
treated, and promifedj.. The Nabob, as the power of the fword was 
in other hands, could only fend remonftrances to the Prefidency. Dut" 
ing the military progrefs of Tulja-ji, which continued only fix 
weeks, he wrote twentytwo requifitions; but the government of Nabob makes 
Fort St. George were, either too cautious or too ill prepared to take requidtions to 

V 1 the Prefi- 

the field. Mr. Du-Pre, the Prefident, wrote a letter to the Rajah, dency, 
on the 14th of February exprefling his furprife at his commenc- 
ing hoftilities, without laying the ftate of his difputes with the Ma- 
rawar before the fuperior of both, the Nabob of the Carnatic. He 
told the Rajah, that he had given him, upon other occafions, his 
friendly advice ; and that, now, on behalf of the Company, as guaran- 
tee of the treaty of 1762, he was obliged to give it as his opinion, that 
the part the Rajah aded was contrary to that treaty §. The Prefi- 
dent added, “ When you refled on this, if it be your intention to 

maintain peace and friendfliip with the Circar of the Carnatic and 
“ the Company, you will, no doubt, immediately recal your troops» 

" refrain from the leaft hoftiliiy againft the Marawar, depending 
“ that juftice will be done, upon enquiry into the circumftances of 
“ the cafe Ij.” 

f Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 35. t tbid. p 574. 

* Roui’s Appendix, No. XXI. p. 580, 581. § Ibid. p. 575. 

586. - II Ibid. 

4. Ibid paffim. 
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Though the Rajah received this letter, before he fat down before 
Ramnadaporam, about the 2oth of February, his anfwer was only 
returned on the 25th of March, a confiderable time after he had 
“ JimJhed'^ the affairs of the Maiawar. Having given fome account 
of the origin of his claims on the Greater and LelTer Mara war, to- 
gether with injuries which he pretended to have received from the 
Polygar Tondiman, he concludes his letter with the following 
words, which are more espreffive of his views and refradory condud 
than any comment that could be made : “ You are a protedor of my 
“ government,” you fay, “ notwithftanding you have not fettled 
« a fingle affair belbnging to me* * * § . If 1 flay quiet I fhall greatly 
** hurt my dignity^ wherefore I marched myfelf. If you now ad- 
“ vife me to defift, what anfwer can I give to itf? In the treaty, 
“ it was not forbidden to clear the country poffeffed by the Mara- 
*♦ war or to undertake an expedition agamft the Polygars, who 
“ may ufe compulfions ; fince it is fo, it cannot be deemed contrary 
“ to treaty. You write, that if 1 defift, you will fettle the affairs in 
“ a reafonable manner; I continued to fpeak to you, this long 
“ time, concerning this affair, but you have not fettled it; not- 
“ ‘withftanding, if you now write, that I did not acquaint you, before 
I began it, what anfwer can I make to it § I have jinijhed the 
affairs relating to the Marawar and confirmed him in his bufinefs. 
“ The affair with Nalcooty remains to be finiftied, which I fhall 
alfo jinijh\>'' 

Though this letter, particularly the fentence with which it con- 
cludes, was confidered by the Seled Committee j., in the light of a 


* Mr* Bu ?re the ts-eaty of I76:2* with the French Governor of Pondicherry s 

f He had now fimjbti the bufinefs. n:nd feota^Vackeel to the Marattas who threat- 

J The treaty related only to matters of ened at the time the Carnatic vviih mvafion* 
account*’* Mr. I>ti Pre^s Vindication, p. i6. Rous’s Appendix, No, XXL p. 608, " 

§ At the very time that the Rajah gave^i tn a |j Ibid, p, 609. 

manner, the lye dired to the EngHfh prefident, 4 March 28, 1771# 

he coirefpoadcd in the moft fiiendly manner 
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defiance they were unwilling, for various reafons, to carry things 
to extremities. To a want of ability of taking the field with effeft, 
they added their fears from foreign powers, efpecially from the Ma- 
rattasf. Millaking the infolence of Tulja-ji for a confidence de- 
rived from the certainty of aid, from the neighbouring ftates, they 
became irrefolute and indecifive in their councils; if a judgment 
may be formed from the perufal of their minutes. But there is rea-' 
£bn to fufpedf, that private animofity, in this cafe, as well as m 
affairs of greater intricacy, fuperfeded, or at leafl fufpended, the re- 
gard of the Prefidency for the public weal. The confidence which 
the Nabob had deiived from the fupport of his Majefty’s minifter, 
had diminiihed their influence at his Durbar; and, fiom a refent- 
ment, natural to men jealous of powei, they were unwilling to in- 
volve themfelves in a war for the conjlitutional rights of a govern- 
ment, which they had ceafed to controul. An intercourfe of fharp 
letters, which had begun between them and the Plenipotentiary 
upon his arrival, ftlll continued; and, as the Nabob feemed to lean 
towards the feiidments of the latter, in his correfpondence, frefti fuel 
was added to the flame. Their deliberations could not be fuppofed 
to partake of any complaifance to the inclinations of that Prince ; 
and we, therefore, muft conclude, that their fubfequent refolutions 
againft Tanjore proceeded either from neceflity or a fenfe of juflico 
and not from any favour for the Nabob 

Toffed between the expediency and even neceflity of bringing 
the Rajah to account, for his unjuflifiable conduft, and their own 
animofity againft: the Nabob, the Prefidency became irrefolute, in- 
decifive, and fluffuating in their councils. On the one fide, a 
fenfe of duty and an attention to the public fafety erected a bul- 
wark of fafts and arguments, to fupport their refolution ; on the 

^ Rous’s Appendix, No, XXIL p, 665* the Governor and Council j and feem hurt 

f Ib’d. “ left their arbitrary mandates and praflices 

‘‘ The Company’s fenants really appear ** diould meet wnh any check, from being made 
to be exceedingly forry, that the princes of ‘‘ known to their country.” Sir Robert Har- 
<< India know their Soverei gn is greater than land to the Earl of Rochford, Feb. 26tb, 1772. 
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other, animofity and exceffive caution ftept in and levelled all again. 
Itf deliberating on the fubjea, they brought before them fuch of 
the Company’s orders, as feemed to aflfedt what they called “ their 
prefent critical fituadon The Court of Diredtors, in their letter 
of the 27th of June, 1770, had ftndly forbidden them “ to become 
“ parties in any difputes between the powers of India f.” — But the 
Rajah of Tanjore was not an independent power, but a feudatory, 
a vaffal, who had failed in his duty to the Carnatic, of the peace 
of which, the Prefidency were the guardians. The Court of Di- 
redors had declared, in their letter of the 23d of March, in the 
fame year, “ that they were bound by the treaty of Paris to ac- 
“ knowledge, and flrongly urged by honour and intereft to fup- 
“ port Mahommed Ali as Nabob of the Carnatic. Yet they ftridly 
“ forbid their fervants, even in fupport of their ally, to invade the 
“ dominions of thofe, who defire the friendfliipof the Company, and 
“ do not forfeit it, by becoming themfelves the aggressors 
But the Rajah of Tanjore had not only leagued with their enemies, 
but had become “ the aggreffor,” by kindling a war in the heart of 
the Carnatic, the peace and tranquillity of which they had been or- 
dered to defend and vindicate §. The Court of Direifiors had, in 
their letter of the 17th of March, 176^, given ftrid orders for 
bringing the Rajah to account, as a vaflal of the Carnatic, for his 
conduct during the Myfore war; yet in their letter of the 23d 
March, 1770, in a fit of paffion with their fervants, on account of 
the treaty with Plyder AH, they feem to fufpend the execution of their 
orders relative to Tanjore. But the Prefidency were of opinion, 
that the article of the treaty, which included the Rajah, was fo far 
from fecaring him, from being brought to account, for any breach 
on the conftitutional rights of his fuperior, that it could not be con- 

« Rous's Appendix, Ho. XjCti, p. 65,9; J Ibidi p. 660. 

t S lbid<^p. 66a. 
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ftrued to defend him againft anlmadverfion, for his unjuftifiable be- ^ ^ ^ P* 
haviour during the war \\. 

Without having recouife to the orders of the Court of Diredors, Recapituk- 

which, however pofitive, as they were made for general purpoles, Rajah’s un* 

“ could never completely embrace the variety of circumftances ^coS'uaf 
“ which might arife */’ the Prefidency fhould have recurred to 
the expediency of the meafure, founded upon the conftitutional 
rights of the Nabob and the Rajah. It appears that the Rajah’s 
condud was not only unjuftifiable, but deferved immediate chaf- 
tifement, “ becaufe, being himfelf a tributary of the Carnatic, his 
“ taking up arms againft its dependents, was an ad of hoftility 
“ againft the government to which he was a vaflal f.” That had it Reafons, fads 
even been true, which was by no means the cafe, that the Maia- 
war was not dependent on Tritchinopoly, the Rajah was highly re- 
prehenfible, in deciding by arms difputes, which ought to have 
been fettled, according to ancient cuftora, by the Divan of the 
Nabob of the Carnatic That, as his lighting the flames of war, 
not only without the confent, but contrary to the exprefs orders of 
his fupeiior, was an ad of rebellion, it was the duty of the allies 
of that prince to affift him “ in a manner confiftent with the juftice 
“ and dignity of his government §.” That independent of their en- 
gagements to the Nabob, their own intereft and the fafety of the the Company, 
pofleflions of the Company, depended on the fpeedy redudion of 
a man, who was privately conneded with the Marattas and Hyder, 
and had invited the arms of both to an invafion of the Carnatic. 

That, befides his intrigues with the powers of India, he had not His^mwlgues 
only fliewn a manifeft partiality for other European nations, in pre- pean as wei! 

as Indian 


(} Mr* Du Pre’s Vindication, p. t6. t Rous’s Appendix, No, XXL 

^ Rous’s Appendix, p, 659. § Court of Direflors to the Seled Commit- 

t Prefident to the Ribob, Feb, zo, 1771. tee, March 17, 1769. 

Rous’s Appendix, 
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dience of 
bringing him 
to account 


ference to the Englith, but had obftrudted and difcouraged the com- 
merce of the latter 1 |. That, inftead of adhering to the treaty of 
1762, in which he had been fo much favoured, he had refufed or 
negletSed to pay his tribute, for the laft two years. That, without 
any diffimulation on that fubjed, he infulted the guarantees, who 
had folemnly bound themfelves to “ afiift the party performing 
againft the party failing to perform,” by declaring, “ that if the 
“ Enghfh are inclined to maintain the friendlhip, the tribute may 
“ be paid fometime fooner or later plainly making good 
behaviour the condition of his performing his own duty. That it 
was, as contrary to juftice as to found policy, to permit a power to 
exift in the heart of the Carnatic, who, inftead of contributing to 
the general defence ■f , was ready with his treafure and troops, to 
afiift invaders ijl. That, upon the whole, the connexion of the 
Rajah with the enemies of the Carnatic, his hoftilities againft its 
dependents, his flagrant breach of the treaty of 1762 §, his parti- 
ality to others in oppofition to the Englifh intereft, his difobedience 
to his fuperior, his ingratitude to his protedors, his behaviour in 
the late war, the danger, if not certainty of his kindling an- 
other war, unlefs prevented, rendered it, at once, juft, expedient 
and necefiary, to bring him to a fevere account for his con- 
dud IF. 


II Rous’s Appendix, No. p. 664. 

^ Ibid. No, XXL p, 632. 

'f Ibid, p. 633. 

■t ibid. 

§ The tribute had retnmned unpaid iipce 
July iThtb, 176^. F. 624, 6S4. ‘ 

^ ** The Rajah ha‘E, however, given grounds 
** for meny p'^e^enjies to treat him with feven- 
tf, Ir has not pwd.i^e Peilhc wih regularly, 
'' he did not furnilh alliance in che war , and 
he fuunih provifion^ Hud paid a I'um of 


money to Hyder, when he entered the Car* 
natic, m the beginning of 1769,”^ Kona’s, 
Appendix, No^ XXII. p. 685, 

** The Rajah has broke the peace; he 
has not even the .Fei^cuifti ; he is in- 
every refpe^t the aggrelTor. The Nabob is the 
party injured ; and the Prefidency are bound 
to fee joflice, done.'’ Sir Joi^n Lindfay to 
the Prefidency, March 20th, 1771. Rous’s 

Appendix-^ Np. XVIL p» 285, 


a 


Though 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


187 


Though the Prefidency felt the force of all thofe arguments and ^ h a p, 

fa£ts, they proceeded, with manifeft caution, if not coldnefs, m ' • 

their preparations, for an expedition againft Tanjore. The want 
of military ftores, a deficiency of funds for the other expences of Safncy!'’® 
war, the declaration of the MatattaS in favour of the Px.ajah real 
or fuppofed dangers from Nizam Ali, the attachment of Hyder to 
Tulja-ji, the connedtion of that Rajah with the French and other 
Europeans were the oftenfible reafons, for the inadtivity of the 
Prefidency. But, it is apparent, that the jealoufy of the Company’s proceeds from 
fervants of the influence of his Majefty’s plenipotentiary with the onhe wown. 
Nabob, whicli jealoufy had been inflamed into pailion dnd even 
vindidkivenefs, by an intercourfe of intemperate letters, had been 
the chief obftacle to decifive meafores The Rajah, afcribing their ac- 

inaaivity to their want of power, acquired confidence, and re- dence.^"*^' 
mained in the fame ftate of open defiance to the Nabob and his 
allies. Having the bufinefs of the two Marawars, he 

returned to his capital, which he prepared for defence ijl. He ad- 
vanced a confiderable force, within two ftages of Tritchinopoly. He Prepares for 
refolved to take 6000 Marattas into his pay ; and as an undoubted 
demonftration of his intentions, he detached a body of five hun- 
dred chofen horfe, a battalion of Sepoys and two guns, to furprife 
and take the Nabob s fecond fon, who, he had heard, was on his 
way to Tritchinopoly §. 

Notwithflanding the apparent unwillingnefs of the Prefidency to ThePreCden- 
plunge themfelves into a war, in fupport of the rights of the Na- Y 
bob and their own guarantee of the treaty of 1762, the Rajah’s 
condua had become fo glaringly hoftile, that they could no longer 
remain inadive* fpedators jl- They had been frequently folicited in 


^ Rouses Appendix, No. XXJL p* 679. 
f Sir John Lindfayto the Secretary of State, 
June 23, 1771. Vide Remarks on the Na- 
bob’s Letter of March 24, 1771. Rous’s Ap- 
pendix, No. XXIL p, 6B2 to 68g. 


J Sir John Lmdfay to the Secretary of State, 
Jmld 23 , 177T. 

§ Ibid. 

il Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIL p. 686. 
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C H ^4 p, yam by ihe Nabob ; but, now, they applied to that prince in their 
w turn^, Mahommed Ah, either impreffed with thofe difficulties. 
He .3 fuggefled Ihetnfelves to the Prefidency, or, from a doubt 

wiiun^ toat- expediency of the meafure, or a defpair of the fuccefs of an 

jort expedition againfi Tanjore, expreffed his unwillingnefs to accede to 

their propofal. He informed them, that there were three obftacles 
His reafons. to the Undertaking, which feemed infurmountable. That the Ra- 
jah had fent a large fum of money to the French, a thing much in 
his power, on account of his wealth. ,Tbat he had gamed Hyder, 
by whofe means he hoped to become independent of the Carnatic ; 
p M t Solicited and obtained the promife of afliftance from 

plains the ne- Matattas ‘j*. Tlic Prcfidcnt, in anfwer to the Nabob’s objections, 
3.ef obferved, « that things were now come to fuch a pafs, between the 
Rajah, the Company, and the Nabob, by the great lengths to 
“ which the former had gone J,” that he really believed Tanjore 
His reafons. would join any enemy of the Carnatic. That the redudion of a 
force fo hoftile was efiential to the fafety of the Nabob and to 
the intereRs of the Company. That an expedition of the na- 
ture of that propofed muft ever be attended with rifk, and 
might be produdive of an invafion by the Marattas ; but that their 
coming, at that time of the year, would be attended with le’fs lofs 
and danger, than in the feafon, in which the Nabob had been fo 
eager for the expedition. That, as to the French, it was indeed 
moft probable, they would join the Rajah, as foon as they were in 
any condition for^that purpofe j but, that this circumftance, inftead 
of being an objection to the expedition, was the moft urgent mo- 
tive to the undertaking it, before they had acquired the power of 
giving effedual aid to the enemy. That, as to Hyder, there was 
little to be apprehended from that chief, confidering the prefent 
untoward ftate of his own affairs §. 

• June 12 , J771. Roos'j App, No. XXII. p. 685. •}- Ibid. p. 6 $ 6 , 

3 


t Ibid. § Ibid; 

To 
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To thefe reafons, the Nabob replied, “ that he was under the or- ^ P. 
" der” of the Prefidency. But the committee, who had waited upon ' — 
him, on the occafion, thinking that he wifhed to fhelter the meafure, 
under that expreffion, declared that every thing depended, on the 
refolution he himfelf fhould form. Doubting no longer the fincerity 
of their intentions, he begged leave to afk three queftions : Whether ,, , 

, - ^ His three rea- 

the objetl or the expedition was merely to chaftife the Rajah ? The 
recovery of a fum of money, for his contumacy ? Or the abfolute 
conqueft of the country i The committee anfwered, That could the 
Rajah be brought to the payment of a large fum of money, and to 
Aibmit to fuch regulations, as might remove all future apprehenfions, 
it were better than to proceed to abfolute conqueft. But that, as it 
was doubtful, whether the Rajah could be brought to fecure terms, 
without coming to that extremity, it was neceflary to adapt the pre- 
parations for the expedition to that ultimate objed. The refult was, 
that the Nabob became, for the time, reconciled to the propofals of 
the committee, upon their alfuring him, that whatever fums of mo- 
ney might be taken from the Rajah, fhould be applied to the difcharge 
of his debts to private creditors, after deduding from thofe fums, 
the expences of the expedition f. But after this acquiefcence of the He recurs to 
Nabob, he recurred, in the beginning of July, to his foimer objcc- 
tions. Thefe, however, were again over- ruled, by the eagernefs of 
the Prefidency for an expedition, which the infolent condud and 
dangerous intrigues of the Rajah had, now, rendered abfblutely ne— 
ceflary 

Notwithftanding this fecond acquiefcence to the inclinations of the 
Prefidency, the Nabob s averfion to a military expedition recurred, r’egociation to 
Preferring negociation, to a recourfe to war, it appears, that he pro- 
pofed to bring about an accommodation, by the means of the Maratta 
vackeel §. In a conference with the Prefident, on the 226 of July, 

t Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 687 J Ibid, p, 69c. « Pb,d. p. 693. 

he 
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in his hands. 


Prefidency 
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Orders iffued 
to the ariny. 


he in{ 5 nuated his averfion to hoftile meafures, ftated diJfBcnlties, and 
hinted the expediency of remaining quiet at prefent, and deferring 
the expedition to another time j]. In another conference, on the 
23d IT, “ he exprefled his difinclination to an immediate expedition, 
“ chufing rather an accommodation with the Rajah, to be negociated 
“ by himfelf, without their interpofition ; but defiling, neverthe- 
" lefs, their fupport to the meafure It appears, that the Seledt 
Committee, taking the whole ferioufly to their confideration, had 
come to a refolution to leave the negociation to the Nabob, and to 
give him every fupport f. “ By the minutes of the 29th of July it 
“ alfo appears, that the Nabob had opened his demands to the Tan- 
“ jore vackeel ; but that the vaeked declared, he had no powers to 
“ accommodate the matter ; that finding the negociatioos at Madras 
** might be attended with ruinous delays, he had propofed to fend his 
“ eldeft fon to Tritchinopoly, requefting the Prefidency to fupport 
“• him, with the appearance of refolution, to compel the Rajah, if 
“ neceflary, by military force ij;.” On the other hand, the Rajah, 
meaning nothing lefs than a reafonable accommodation, “ ufed de- 
“ lays, procraftinations, and evafions, in order to wafte the time, 
“ till the fetting in of the rains, and the rifmg of the Monfoon, 
“ fliould deprive the Nabob and Englifli of the power of military 
“ compulfion, for the feafon 

The defigns of the Rajah appeared fo evident to the Prefidency, 
that they perceived no probability of his fubmitting to fafe, and ho- 
nourable terms, without military compulfion Orders were, there- 
fore, iffued to General .Smith, on the 30th of July, to prepare the 
army affembled at Tritchinopoly, for taking the field. Thefe orders 
mentioned, “ that the Nabob had determined to accept terms from 


]| Rous’s Appeadix, No. XXII, p. 694, 

f Ibid. p. 695, 

* Ibid. p. 726. 


f Ibid. p. 718, 719, 
X fbid^ P„7 z6. 

^ Ibid, p# 718. 720, 
^Ibid* p* 7 ^ 8 . 
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the Rajah but the Prefidency, at the fame time, declared that ^ 

“ it was highly probable, the Rajah would never comply with fuch v-— 

*'■ terms, as fhould be deemed fafe, honourable and fuflScient, unlefs 
“ compelled by force of arms jl.” Under the fuppofition, that Fventuaiar- 
matters might proceed to an abfolute conqueft of Tanjore, they made cafeofwaV. 
prior arrangements, for that event. Upon the requilition of the Na- 
bob, they agreed to place the country and capital^ in his hands ; in 
the fame manner, as the Company had done, on former occafions, 
with refpedt to the forts and territories of other Zemindars, who had 
been reduced, on account of adual rebellion againft the government 
of the Carnatic, or for withholding the cuftomary tribute IT. 

In return, the Nabob piomifed to pay to the Company a free gift of 
ten lacks of pagodas f , with, a donation to the troops, in compenfa- 
tion for the plunder, fhould the place be taken by ftorra. But he 
refufed to receive;, su garnfon of the Company’s troops, as a matter 
of into the fort ; though he declared, “ that whenever there 

“ fhould be occalion, he fhould defire and folicit the Prefidency to 
“ garrifon the place in the fame manner as Tritchinopoly and Ve- 
“ lore*.” 

Men, 


[[ Rous’s Appendix, No XXII. p. 
ff Ibid, p. 727, 
f 400,000 K 

J Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIL p. 727, 

addition to the fa£ls and arguments, in 
the preceding pages, it is thought proper to 
throw into a note the Substance of Mr, Da 
Pre’'s Vindication of the Expeditioa of 1771. 
Though that gentleman’s reafomngs are not fo 
forcibly expre/fed, in the following abilradl:, as 
rn his own work, fome advantage may be de- 
rived from their being compendioufly colleded 
into one point of view* Whoever will be at 
the trouble of reading the enormous volumes 
publifhed by the Court of Dires^ors, in their 
own defence, will readily allow, that Mr, Du 
Pre IS, at leak, an impartial authority, in 
whatever regards the interefts of the Nabob of 
Aicot* 


Buhjiante of Mr* Du Prl^s Vindication^ 

The motives to the expedition of 1771 were 
partly in obedience to particular orders, partly 
to fulfil the guarantee of the treaty of 1762; 
but chiefly from juft •'prehenfions that the ge- 
neral peace of the and even the im- 

mediate pc^elfions of the Nabob and Company- 
would be endangeied, fhould not the power of 
the Rajah of Tanjore be checked, 

The temporizing and deceitful condudl of 
the Rajah, lu she Myfore war, had excited the 
refentnient of the Court of Direaors. This 
they exprefs in very pointed teams, m them 
letters to Madras, of the 17th of March^ 17^9. 
In the 7th paragraph of that to the SdcSt 
Committee, after animadverting feverely on the^ 
condud of the Rajah, for not contributing to 
the defence of the Carnatic, which he ought to 
have done as a tributary, they enjoin them to 

give 
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Men, who neither uaderftood the conftitution of the Carnatic, nor 
the peculiar fituation of the Prefidency, have ftigmatifed thefe terms 

with 


give the Nabob fuch Aipport m his pretenfions 
on the Rajah, as he might think confident 
with the juHice and dignity of his govern- 
ment, 

Thefe orders weie pojiftve. But before the 
Committee had taken any meafures in confe- 
quence of them, they had the mortification to 
find that the indignation of the Court of Direc- 
tor'f, fo lately exprefied againfi the Rajah of 
Tanjore, was transferred to themfelves. In 
the treaty with Hyder Ali, at the clofe of the 
Myfore war, the Prefident and Council of Ma- 
dras had, for political reafons, included the Ra- 
jdh, on the part of the Carnatic, though his 
Conda6l delerved no attention to his intereH. 
Fiom their miftakmg the nature and extent of 
this tranfa£lion, it was condemned by the Court 
of Dire( 5 i:ors, in terms full of acrimony and re- 
proach In their letter to the Prefident and 
Council, of Match 23, 1770, after feme far- 
caftic obfervaiions on the fkill of their fervants 
in negotiation, they fay, that the Ring of Tan- 
jore, who, as tributary to the Nabob, ought to 
have furnilhed his quota towards carrying on 
the war, is eiFe^lually ihehered by the faith of 
a treaty from being compellable to contribute a 
fmgJe rupee; and that, therefore, their former 
orders, relative to the King of Tanjore, were 
neceiTarily fufpended, as being rendered utterly 
impolfible to be carried into execution. 

The chagrin rather than the convi6:ion of the 
Dire^ors, relative to the confequences of the 
treaty with Hyder, is evident. The Prefidency, 
in their own vindication, wrote their fentiments 
very fully in their letter of January 31, 1770. 
They explained the motives of the war and 
peace wi^ Hyder, and declared it as their opi- 
nion, that the llipulation with refpeiS: to the 
Rajah could netthcr be an obfiacle to the exe- 
cution of the orders ryth of March 1769, 

nor flielter him from aif bpnfiitutiohal claims of 
the Nabob for military ft^vice or othcrwife* ^ 
The fame fentiments were "repeated at differ- 
ent tunes. If, therefore, the Court thought 


them inadmifiihle, they ought to have fignified 
their difapprobation, and thereby have prevent- 
ed the execution of orders which appeared to 
them inconfiftent with the treaty. So far from 
that, however, they took no further notice of 
the matter. The Prefidency, theiefore, thought 
themfelves warranted, from the filence of the 
Company, to confider the oiders of 17693$ 
fiill Handing m force, whenever the fituation 
of affairs (hould demand their execution. They 
accordingly mentioned them in their dilpatches 
of the 20th of July 1771, as one reafon, among 
others for calling the Rajah to account. 
Thofe diipatches weic received in England in 
January 1772; and the Court of Diredors ap- 
proved of the condud of their fervants to that 
peiiod. 

From thefe circumfiances, it is fubmitted, 
whether the Prefidency had not reafon to un- 
derftand the filence of the Court of Hiredors 
as an acquiefcence in their explanations on that 
fubjed , and whether they judged amifs in con- 
fidcring the angry paragraph, which is now fet 
up as a revocation of the orders of 1769, to be 
rather a motive for their enforcement. The 
Court fignify much difpleafure with their fer- 
vants for a certain article in their treaty with 
Hyder, but what they fay is evidently more 
exprefilve of their fiars left that article fiiould 
prove an obllacle to the execution of their for- 
mer orders, than of a njutjh' that thofe orders 
Ihould be fufpended. Were one permitted to 
hazard a conjtdure, it might be fuppofed that 
there was not an intention to fufpend^ much lefs 
to rtnjohe^ thofe orders, until the nemj arrange- 
ments for reftonng the Rajah in 1775 render- 
ed a difapprobation of old meafures neceffary. 
With what colour of juft ice, therefore, can 
the Court of Diredors pafs fo fevere a cenfure 
upon their fervants as to tell them that, in the 
expedition of 1771, they had departed from the 
letter and fpirit of the Company's orders? If 
the duplicity of the Rajah’s condud in the My- 
fore wat appeared to the Company in fuch a 
light, as to warrant the decifive orders which 

they 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 


193 

with the name of conceffions, and, as fuch, have afcribed them to ^ ^ ^ p. 

private and felfifli motives. Thefe ought to have confidered, that as ' A*-' 

the 


they had given to their fervants in 1769 , how 
much more forcibly did both the Utter and 
/pint of thofe orders <peak, when the Rajah 
not only refufed to pay to the Nabob the ar- 
rears of a tribute ftipulated by the treaty of 
^1762, and for the performance of which the 
Company had made themfelves the guarantees , 
but when, at the fame time, m defiance of a!l 
renionfirances, and in dired violation of the 
treaty with Hyder, he became an aggrefibr, and 
took up arms again fi: the dependents of the Car- 
natic ^ 

Had the trea^'y with Hyder ftipulated any 
thing in favour of the Rajah which could even 
be fuppo/ed to impede the execution of the or- 
ders of 1769, his following condud plainly re- 
moved the obftacle* By a breach of the treaty, 
be forfeited all right to its benefits^ and cofife* 
quently t^e orders, mAead oi’ being any longer 
dmhtfuk became inftantly clear and decifxve, 
and refumed the fame force and vigour as if no 
fuch treaty had ever exifted. 

But the Prcfidency have no need to appeal to 
fuppofiUons^ and the dedudions arifing from 
them, m their own vindication. They can 
plead the expreft declaration of the Company 
themfelves for the jufiice of their proceedings. 
The D.redors, m their letter to the Nabob of 
March 25, 1772, acknowledge, that the rafh- 
nefs of the Rajah *n taking up arms againft the 
Mara war and Nalcoocy would, at all events, 
have urged them to unftieath the fword in or- 
der to chaftife him, had the Nabob enfured the 
necefifary refources. When, therefore, the 
Nabob did etifure the neceflary refources, the 
expedition had their fan^tion. 

Such was their own fcnfe in 1772, of the 
prnv.ij’de upon which their fervants had pro- 
ceeded m 1771. They avow the fpirit of the 
orders of 1769 m its fullefl extent. Whatever, 
thercfire, may be now alleged to invalidate 
thofe orders, it is evident that a diiFerent mode 
of conftruaion was not adopted till after that 
period. But the expedition of 1773 made a 


very material change in the ftate of the Carna- 
tic. That change of circumftances feems to 
have fuggefted a change of meafures, and, to 
juftify the fyftem, it became neceiTary to 
condemn the old. 

Enough, It is hoped, has been now produced, 
both from the records of the Company and their 
fervants, to convince the impartial public that 
the expedition of 1771 was ftndly conformable 
to the orders of 1769. But there were other 
motives, befides an obedience to thofe orders, 
which rendered that mcafure not only expedient 
but even necefiary. 

The Rajah of Tanjore refufed to pay the 
tribute ftipulated by the treaty of 1762, for 
which the Company were re/ponlible ; he 
would not contribute his quota towards the 
charges of the Myfore war, he had rebeliioufty 
invaded the lights of other fubjedts of the Car- 
natic, by force of aims, and there were the 
ftiongeft reafons to fufpea, that he had been 
in negociation with the Marattas Hydei, the 
Dutch, Danes, and French. From all thefe 
circumftances colledled together, the fervants of 
the Company thought they faw fufficient caufe, 
not only to"be upon their guard, but even to 
make ufe of compulfive meafures, ihould the 
lefradlory condudh of the Rajah continue to 
render them necefiary. 

They proceeded, however, with deliberation. 
Being averfe to a decifion by arms, if it pollbly 
could be avoided, they firft had recourfe to le- 
nient methods. They remonftrated to him on 
the impropriety of hi& behaviour, and repre- 
fented the confequences to which it muft ex- 
pofe him. They promifed him the protedlion 
of the Company, as foon as he fhewed that he 
deferved it 5 but afiiired him, at the fame time, 
that a regular payment of the peifhcaifii, and a 
ftfidl compliance, in all other refpedts, with the 
treaty were the only conditions on 

which he could either hope to obtain their 
fnendfelp, or even efcape their reTentment. 
But nothing would do. Perfuafton and threats 
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the difpute related only to the feudal rights of the Carnatic over 
a dependent on its government, the rifque and expence of the war 
were to fall on the Nabob ; and that, therefore, by the law of 
nations, he was entitled to the reward of vidory. That the 
Company could only appear, as allies in his caufe, either as gua- 
rantees of the treaty of 1 762, or as guardians of the peace of the 
Carnatic, a charader, which they had uniformly aflumed, ever fince 


were equally employed in vain. The Itajah 
was not to be moved by the one, norintimidated 
by the other. The former he treated either 
with contempt or neglect, and he feemed to fet 
the latter at defiance ; for he fometiraea carried 
the iniblence of his anfwers fo far as to exceetl 
all bounds of forbearance. 

Had the Rajah difcovered any fymptoms of 
a conciliatory difpofition, there might have been 
hopes of an amicable accommodation# But 
his obllioate and contemptuous behaviour, not 
only precluded every expedlation of that kind, 
but naturally gave juft alarm. It feemed 
clearly to point out, that he had a dependence 
on foreign conneftionsj as it was not to be 
fuppofed that he could rely on his own force 
alone againft the united power of the Nabob 
and the Company# In fuch a fituatfon, what 
were the fervants of the Company to do ? The 
fafety of the Carnatic was in imminent danger* 
The Nabob fohcited the afiiftance of the Com^ 
pany, both as their own ally and as the ally of 
the Crown. The Company were bound to 
proted his government and rights; and the 
fecurity of their own polTeffions added weight 
to that obligation. As, therefore, no hopes of 
an accommodation were left, there remained 
no other alternative, but to reduce the power 
of the Rajah to fuch a degree as to be no 
lOhg^r dangerous* 

€<>mpclled by thefe confiiderations, the Com- 
mitteei tegth, yielded to the NabohV foil- 
citations. Hoa^rted to bear the expences of 
the war j and as auxHianes, gave him the 
affiftance of thelll^^njrVaroopa, to fupport 
the demands of Who was fent to 

Tritchifiopoly, with pow|«4{i!j]gtd6We terms to 

a 


the Rajah. He remained obftinate. His ca- 
pital was befieged ; but, when the breach be* 
came almoft pra6licable, be fubmitted to the 
Nabob’s propofitions, and the army returned to 
Tntchinopoly, 

It was eafy to forefee, however, that this 
compromife would not be of long duration ; at 
leaft, on the part of the Rajah. Accordingly# 
frefih diiferences foon ariling between the Na- 
bob and him, a lecond expedition was under- 
taken againft him in 1773, which ended in the 
total redudhon of his country. 

‘ In the letter of the Court of Diredlors of the 
izth of April 1775, both expeditions have been 
much cenfured, though the firft was once ap- 
proved. But, as the fame principal fervants 
were not in office at Fort St. George, at thofe 
different periods, it is only to vindicate the ex- 
pedition of 1771 that the prefent pbfervations 
are fubmitted to the public.' Thofe gentle- 
men, who are chargeable for the fucceedmg 
meafures, can, no doubt, ifneceffary, fufficiently 
anfwer for themfelves. 

It is therefore to be hoped, that enough has 
been faid to vindicate the government of Fort 
St. George, on that occafion. But, Ihould any 
thing further be wanting, to fatisfy the mind of 
the reader, it is fupplied by the Court of Di- 
redlors themfelves, in their minute of the 18 th 
ofAuguft 1773$ wherein their Chairman, in. 
their name, complimented the Governor on his 
feton' to England, in very high terms of ap- 
probation, for his wile and upright manage- 
ment of their affairs, for his good condudl to- 
wards their ally the Sabah of the Carnatic; 
md, in particular, for his invariable regard to 
'their ar|er§ in all cafes.^. 
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the French power had been annihilated on the coaft. That, as allies, ^ 
auxiliaries, or mercenaries, they could acquire no inherent right to any j 

territory, they might over-run, to no fortrefs, they might feize. That 
the keeping pofleffion of T^njore, which is a part of the Carnatic, 
would have been a dired breach of the treaty of Paris, by which 
Mahommed Ali is guaranteed in the entire and exclufive pofleffion 
of that country. That (hould it be granted, a conceffion which we 
are, by no means, inclined to make, that Tanjore was not a part of 
the Carnatic, yet, if conquered in a regular and folemn war, it muft 
have become fuch, as that war was the war of the Nabob, not the war 
of his auxiliaries and mercenaries, the Company. That, as the Com- 
pany neither were nor could be principals in hoililities, which might 
terminate in the capture of Tanjore, their taking pofleffion of that 
place for themfelves, or for any other than the Nabob, who was the 
principal, would have been an ad of private injuftice, if not robbery, 
punilhable by the common law of the ftate, of which they are the 
fubjeds. That, granting they may have had a right, in fome cafes, to 
become principals in war in the Carnatic, they had evidently no fuch 
right, in the prefent difpute j for though the Rajah had broken the 
treaty of 1 762, by his refufing to pay, for the lafl: two years, the ftipu- 
lated peiflicuifh, that treaty was not their treaty, and they had no right 
to enforce its terms, but upon the exprefs requifition of the Nabob. 

That this requifition could only place the Company, in the light of 
allies ; and that, as allies, they had no claim to the difpofal of any 
conquefts, made in the war, either by the law of nature or nations. 

The Nabob’s eldefl fon, being invefted, by his father, with powers Nabob's eW- 
to accommodate matters with Tanjore arrived at Tritchi nopoly, edwVpof' 
about the 20th of Auguft 1771 f* Preparations, fufficient for tak- modate mak- 
ing the field, being made, Seid Muckdoom Ali, an officer of rank 
in the Nabob’s ferviee, was fent to Tanjore, with letters from the 

* Rous’i Appendix, No. XXII. p 724. f Ibid. No XXiV. p 861. 
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Prefident, from General Smith, and from the Nabob’s fon, contain- 
ing propofals of accommodation. Tulja-ji, having imprifoned his 
general, old Mona-ji, and the Dobeer, who had managed his finances, 
had thrown the whole of his affairs, into the hands of Gilbilliapah, 
the Baranvar or pimp, whom we have already deferibed. It is 
doubtful, whether this vulgar minifter exhibited moft infolence or 
folly, in a conference, which he deigned to hold with the bearer of 
the joint requifition of the Nabob and the Engliflh. Scid Muckdoom 
having informed him verbally of the terms, he had been empowered 
to propofe, “ Gilbilliapah flew into a violent paffionj.” “ You will 
“ fee (fays this .impertinent Barawar) in what manner /flrall threjh 
the Enghjh, fo that they wiS ' long remember” the correction of 
this ha,nd. “ I will order my Sepoys to fire, from the great fmoke 
“ of which the Englifli f will not be able to fee any thing ; then I 
“ will fall upon them with horfe ; the duft kicked up by their 
“ heels, will get into the eyes of the Englifli, as foon as the fmoke 
« is difperfed^.” This is an excellent fcheme (Seid Muckdoom 
« replied), and certainly the true way of thieihing the Englifli 
The Barawax-minifter, ftill continuing his apt allufions, faid, “ the 
” way to catch birds is to put a piece af wax on their heads, w^en 
“ the fun is perpendicular 5 which melting the wax, the:fame will 
« run into the eyes of the birds, and then they may be taken (j.” 

This wife and modeft minifter having finiftied his conference with 
Seid Muckdoom, that officer was. feat for by the Rajah ; who ab- 
ruptly a&ed him, why he had come to Tanjore ? “ I have brought 
“ (faid Seid Muckdoom) letters from the Englifh governor, the 
Engliftr general, and the eldeft fon of the Nabob.” “What have 

t Rous's Appendix, No» XXIV. p, 865'/ Jlmd to the office of init»ller> hj tU Court of 
f Ibid- Directors, when they replaced oa 

^ jbid, r , throne of his anceftors f * yet manages 

^ ^ affiairs for his mafter^and theCoMEAsay, ie-^ 

I Itnd* Gilbilliap^ W|| ofteijf^ly 


I 
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“ I to do (replied the Rajah) with the governor ? Ido not defire him 
“ to guarantee 'f' the treaty now J.” But when he faw the letter 
from the Nabob’s fon, he flew into a violent paffion, and exprefled 
himfelf in terms, with refpeft to the Nabob, which fefemed fo inde- 
cent, that they could not be repeated by Seid Muckdoom. The Ra- 
jah’s anfwer in writing is marked, with the infolence and folly of 
his cha! adter. He infifted that the Nabob, inftead of receiving the 
arrears of tribute, and fatisfadion, for the Rajah’s own rebellion and 
injuftice, “ fliould defray the expences of his troops ; and, in fhort, in 
“ oppofition to each demand, he fet up a like demand of his 6wn 
He concludes his letter, with faying : “ I, on my part, fent my 
“ demands in wiiting, which, I hope, you will take into confidera- 
“ tion. I am ready to* undertake the fame bufinefs” (that of war) 
“ which you come upon at prefent4-” 

All hopes of negociation being at an end, General Smith marched, 
, with' the army, from Tritchinopoly, about the middle of September. 
Having repulfed the Tanjorines, who had attacked him^ on his 
march, he fat down before the fort of Vellum, which was evacuated 
by the enemy, on the 20th of the month On the 23d, the army 
encamped before Tanjore [| ; but the batteries againfl: the place were 
not opened, till the beginning of Odober §. The French of Pondi- 
cheiry and the Dutch at Negapatam had both fent Europeans to the 
afliftance of the Rajah ; and the Dutch, befides, had fupplied him 
with guns and ammunition in abundance The fort of Tanjore 
was accommodated with every neceflary, for an obftinate defence 5 
a numerous garrifon, compofed of Arabs and difciplined Sepoys, 
plenty of provifions, and an inexhauftible magazine of military 
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t Mr. Du Pre, who was governor of Ma- f Ibid p. 86S* 

dras in 1771, had fettled the treaty of 1762, || Ibid, No. XXII. p. 788. 

J Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIV. p. 865. § Ibid. p. 789. 

* Ibid. ] 5 jid. p. 7c?. 

|lb,d. p. 866, ^ 
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■ftores. The care and fuccefs, with which Tulja ji had provided the 
means of war, proved, that he had long meditated a revolt ; and 
had his foreign allies feconded his hopes, he might, perhaps, as he 
afterwards threatened, have “ driven the Englifh, not only from 
“ Tanjore, but from the coaft.” 

During the fiege, in which inftances of fpirit and courage were 
exhibited, on both fides, the Rajah, in the ufual manner of the 
Eaft, continued to treat for peace, to retard, if poffible, the ope- 
rations of war. The feafon was far fpent; the rains and raon- 
foon were near ; and (hould thefe fet in, he knew that the enemy 
muft break up the fiege, and confequently put an end to treating ; 
and another year might procure new allies, or obtain the effedual 
affiftance of old friends. On the 25th day, after the trenches had 
been opened, a breach, which was thought pradicable, was made. 
This circumftance induced the Rajah to think ferioufly of a tem- 
porary accommodation, to fave his capital. The rains had, now, 
fet in, and the Nabob’s fon, dreading the confequences of a repulfe, 
in the aflault, communicated the offers of the Rajah to General 
Smith. He, at the fame time, told the General, that if he thought 
the fort could be taken, he would delay the negociation ; but the 
General fpoke fo undecifively, on that head, that the terms offered 
by Tulja-ji w'ere accepted on the 27th of October *, 

The moft material conditions of this treaty, which, however, the 
Rajah never meant to perform, were thefe : The immediate payment 
of eight lacks, being the peifhcuifh of the two preceding years ; 
thirty-two lacks, and 50,000 rupees, for the expences of the army 5 
for which diftrifts of his country, capable of paying that fum, in 
two years, were affigned. The Rajah agreed, befides, to cede the 
fort of Vellum, to give up his claim to the diftndts of Elangad and 
jpoiladdy, and to relinquiCh the Jaghire diftridt of Arni. He pro- 


* 


• Rous’s Appendix, No. XXII. p. 877, 878. 
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m:fcd to reftore the lands, money and effects, which he had extort- ^ 
ed i rom the greater and leffer Marawar 5 to fend troops to the affift- . — - 

ance of the Nabob, upon that prince’s requifition ; to be a friend 
to the friends, an enemy to the enemies, of the Carnatic; to de- 
liver up European deferters, to give no protedtion to the run-away 
Polygars of Warriarpollam and Arialore. He, alfo, engaged to 
pel mit the trade of the Englilh Company to extend itfelf through 
his whole country ; and to treat their weavers and other depend- 
ents with kindnefs f. The Rajah had fcarcely figned the treaty, 
when he began to equivocate about the terms T Stit, as the guns 
had not yet been drawn from the batteries, difpofitions were made 
for recommencing hoftilities; and a frefti negociation enfued§. 

Thus ended the firft expedition againft Tanjore, and the army re- 
turned to Tritchinopoly and its environs 1 |. 

When intellie:ence arrived at Madras of thefe tranfaCtions, the Prefidency 

tr-r 1 r n offended at 

Prefidency expreffed their concern and mrpnfe at the terms or the any fettle- 
treaty, as inadequate to their expedations, and, in themfelves, to- 
tally infecure. They were fo much convinced of the latter, that 
they declared, in their letter of the 7th of November, 1771, to cure. 
General Smith, that it appeared “ neceffary, that, in the very com- 


f Rous’s App No. XXIV. p, 853, 854. 

J Ibid. No. XXV. p* 93 1. 

§ Ibid* 

1 [ The pecuniary advantages gained by the 
treaty were thefe ; 

Two years peifhcuiih recovered 8,00,000 
Intereft on ditto - « 77,000 

Indemnification for charges of the 

expedition payable in two years 35,50,000 
Nazir to Nabob’s eldeft fon - 3,00,000 

DifUo to his fecond fon - 1,00,000 

Rupees 45,27,000 


Countries acquired and their eflimated value. 
Fort of Vellum, neither difln£l nor revenue. 
The diflri^ of Elangad and Coikddy 

recovered - « 80,000 

The diilrnSt of Arm - - 2,00,000 

The fort and diftnd of Hanamun- 
tagoody, taken by the Rajah 
from the Marawar, and now 
given up to the Nabob - 2,00,000 

Fer annum, rupees 4,80,000 
The jewels, &c* of the Marawar were of 
fmall value. Rous’s Appendix, No. XXV^ 

P* 931? 932. 

“ mencement 
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CHAP. c< mencement of peace they fliould be providing as if they were 

« - 1 “ on the eve of a war. They ordeied him, theiefore, as foon as 

“ poffible, to tranfmit to the Board a general return of the artillery, 
ammunition and ftores remaining, with their ftate and condition, 

“ accompanied with an indent of what might be further lequifite, 

“ in cafe it ftiould become neceffary to recommenpe hoflilities "h” 
They, however, declared that they would, on no account, have 
the idea enteitained, that they meant to jenew the w'ar; for that 
they even wiflied to conceal from the public, they weie appre- 
hcnfive another expedition againft Tanjore might bt-v’'.me nccef- 
Theyevprcfs faiyf. They expreffcd their diifatisfaQion at the treaty, in ftill 
S,ol'S're Wronger teims to the Nabob, in their letter of the 9th of Novem- 
Nabob, tt Rajah,” they faid, “ fubmitted himfelf, and had 

“ your Excellency then granted fuch terms, as fliould have been 
“ thought fafe and honourable to your goveinment and the Com- 
“ pany, fafe and honourable terms might have been advifeable. 

But the Rajah has aded a very different part. He fet both your 
“ government and the Company at defiance, and compelled the 
“ aimy to lay a legular fiege to his capital. Many lives have been 
“ loft, and great quantities of ftores have been expended. The 
“ fiege advanced fuccefsfully, the breach was almoft piadicable, and 
** the officers and foldiers were in good fpiiiis. XJndei thefe cir- 
“ cumftances, there was every reafon to hope, that the fort might 
“ foon have been taken ; and then your Excellency might have 
«' given the law, and fettled the affairs of Tanjore, in a proper 
, « manner 

The Prefidency expreffed the fame fentiments, in terms equally 
of Di. ftrong, in their difpatches to the Court of Diredors, dated the 28th 
reaois. February 1772 i General Smith, in his letter to the Prefidency 

' J Ibid. p. 801, 802. 

§ ibid* No. XXV* p. 9?9, 930, 931, 


* Rous’s Appeiadtx, No*XXn,^ p* 799* 
f Ibid. 


of 
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of the 6Ui of November, 1771, makes ufe of the following re- 
markable exprelEons ; “ I have veiy freely given my fenliments, 

“ with refpeft to the Rajah of Tanjoie- I urged, that I thought 
“ no medium could be preferved with him j but, at the time I did 
“ fo, I hoped whenever an expedition did take place, that it 
“ would be with a firm refolution on the part of the Nabob, as 
well as the Boaid, to reduce him entirely The Nabob, 
uiged by the difcontent of the Prefidency, became highly offended 
with his fon, for concluding a peace, when there was fuch a cer- 
tain profpeft of terminating the war, by the taking of Tanjore. 

Having expoftulated with him, in feveie terms, for his condud, he 
told him, that he could only afcribe it, to his want of abilities, his with his fon. 
facility of difpofition, or his having been corrupted by the Rajah -f*. 

In fliort, the peace appeared fo infecure in itfelf, fo inadequate to the 

claims of the Nabob and the delinquency of the Rajah, that it raifed 

a general difcontent among the Englifh as well as the natives. No- ItfsfSn^af 

thing was talked of in the fettlement, nothing was read but letters 

from the army, reprefenting the certainty of their taking Tanjore, had comiueft. 

not the peace prevented it ; and every one declared, ” that it was 

“ fliameful thus to flop the progrefs and tainifh the glory of the 

“ Britifh arms, in the moment that fortune prefented the laurel 

Such univerfal difcontents at a peace, which faved his capital 

and country to Tulja-jx, demonftrate, that he had deferved to have 

loft both, in the opinion of all, who, from their being on the fpot, 

were the beft judges of his delinquency §. 

Rous’s AppcndiY, No, XXII, p« 804* left to your dec fion on the fpor* You have 

ibid* No, XXIV, p. 88i. certainly more opportunuies than of 

X Ibid. No. XXV. p 930. “ coming at the true knowledge of the caufes, 

§ The Cou'-t of Diredors, in their lettei of the qtigm and tendency of difpute'^, as 
the 10th of April, 1770, make ufe of the foi- on a fudden arife, among the powers of 
lowing remarkable word-. “ As to what re- “ Indn, as of relation.> of intereft in which 
late** to the Nabob, and the condufl, which ‘ we Hand to them ” Rous’s App. No* XVil. 

** you are to bold in the prefent troubles in p. 40^. 

** your parts of India, a great deal mull be 
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To the preceding account of the expedition of ijyi> it may not 
be improper to annex the opinion of Sir Robert Harland, then his 
Majefly’s Plenipotentiary on the coaft, concerning the condaflof the 
Prefidency of Foit St, George. That officer, after blaming their in- 
activity, from the month of Febiuary to September, proceeds thus, 
in his letter to the Eaii of Rochfoid*. “The country of Tanjore 
“ was then, as I have been informed, unprepared. The fort was 
“ unprovided with the means of defence, the Rajah’s tioops were 
“ neither formed nor difciphned. On the contrary, the Company’s 
“ fervants polTefled plenty of flores and ammunition ; and an army 
“ lay idle and inactive at Tritchinopoly, within a very ffioit march 
“ of Tanjore After fpecifying the unaccountable delays in un- 
dertaking the expedition, the Plenipotentiary Rates the equally in- 
explicable treaty, which terminated the war. “ The army was. 
“ thirty-fix days before Tanjore. The v/alls weie breached, and 
“ difpofitions made for ftorming the place, when the whole was fet- 
“ tied by negociation. The Nabob difavowed his fliare in that ne- 
gociation. The Governor was diifatisfied. The Nabob’s fon, in 
“ his letters to his father, which I have read, fays, that it was with. 
“ the advice, confent, knowledge, and approbation of the general, 
“ he agreed to terms. The general, denying this charge, con- 
“ fiders the whole, as a contrivance between the Nabob and his 
“ fon 4.” After Rating the improbability of the Nabob’s being 
concerned in fruRrating the objeCl of the expedition, Sir Robert 
Harland proceeds : “ To, conclude the whole, when I confider 
“ every thing, the fituation, the flrength, the riches of Tanjore, 
“ its vicinity to the French at Pondicherry, the uneafinefs of the 
Rajah at his prefent Rate of dependence, the danger of future 
inconveniencies, in cafe of his junction with the enemies of 


Str Robert Harland to tbe Secretary of State, February 15th, 1772. 

t Ihidt 
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Great-Britain, it appears very difficult to difcover a due attention ^ ^ P* 
“ to the interefts either of the Company or nation, through the k ,,. — 

“ whole of this tranfadion “ The Rajah’s peifhcuffi had been 
“ much reduced, by the treaty of 1762, fiom what it had formerly 
“ been ; and even that reduced tribute he did not pay. The tiou- 
bles, which at any time arife in the Carnatic, aie fettled folely at 
“ the expence of the Nabob ; but though Tanjore is proteded, the 
Rajah contributes nothing towards the general defence f.” 


Sir Robert Harland to the Secretary of for concluding the treaty , but they are foreign 
State, February 15th, 1772. to the obje^ of this work, 

t Ibid. There were very weighty reafons 
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CHAP. VII. 

'TranfaSiions on the Coaft^ from the firfi Expedition againf 
"Tanjore in 177 ij to the taking of that Place in 1773. 

I N the year 1770, a difpute about the pofieffiou of a rocky and 
barren ifland, on the coaft of South-America, had almoft in- 
volved Great Britain in a war with both the great branches of the 
Houfe of Bourbon. The Eaft-India Company, fearing that the 
expected hoftilities might extend themfelves to Alia, applied to Go- 
vernment for a ftrong fquadron of men of war, to proted their 
eftablilhments in the Eaft. Though matters wei e fettled in the be- 
ginning of 1771, the fquadron was ordered to fail in the month of 
March, under the command of Sir Robert Harland, Baronet, Rear- 
Admiral of the Blue. That officer, on his departure, was veiled 
with the fame plenipotentiary powers from his Majefty to the princes 
of India, which had been given to Sir John Lindfay, in the year 
1769. The objed of the commiffion, which was dated the 15th of 
March, was to “ inquire how far the eleventh article of the defi- 
“ nitive treaty of peace and fnendlhip, between the King of Gieat 
‘‘ Britain, the moll Chrillian King, and the King of Spain, con- 
“ eluded at Paris, the loth of February, 1763, had been complied 
“ with by the parties concerned ; as alfo, to treat with any of the 
“ princes or powers in India, to whom the eleventh article might 
“ relate, with regard to the moft effedual means of having the 
“ llipulations, therein contained, pundually obferved and carried 
into execution His Majefty, at the Gme time, promifed> 
“ That he would approve, ratify, and confirm what Ihould be 
agreed and concluded, in relation to the premifes, between the 
Princes and powers aforefaid, or fuch perfon or perfons, as they 
* Rous’s Appendix, No. XVOl, p.417. 
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** fhould depute or appoint for that purpofe, and the faid Sir Ro- ^ ’ 

“ bert Harland 

On the fecond of September, the Rear Admiral arrived at Fort St. Heamves at 

^ _ Fort Sf. 

George and, on the 13th, he communicated to the Prefidency George, 
the following article of his inftrudtions, as Plenipotentiary from his 
Majefly, to the Princes and powers of India jj. The words were ; 

‘‘ You will reprefent, in the freed: manner, to the Governor and Article of in- 
Council at Madrafs, any complaints, which in your judgment fhall the 

be well-founded, that may be made by the Nabob of Arcot, and 
“ tranfmit to us the earlieft intelligence thereof, with your fenti- 
ments thereon This royal interpofition, expreffed in fueh 
explicit terms, laifed the hopes of the Nabob, and expelled his fears. 

Depending on the protedion of the Sovereign, he naturally became 
lefs anxious about retaining the favour of trading fubjeds ; uncon- 
fcious that this little glimpfe of fun-fiiine was fo foon to be extin* 
tinguilhed by a ftorra. 

The Eaft India Company, founded originally on the principles of Refleaionson 
commerce," had’ carried very early into every department of their o^f^heCotf- 
management, all the hardened and unrelenting paffions, which nai manage- 
never fail to accompany an infatiable love of gain. Their mifde- 
meanours had made them known to the world, before their confe- 
quence had rendered them objeds of attention; and their original 
annals are ftained with oppreffions, piracies, frauds, and circum- 
ventions. _ Their limited power had confined their mifdemeanors for 
more than one hundred and fifty years, to a narrow circle; and* 
thefe were partly concealed, under the veil of fecrecy, with which 
they affeded to cover their tranfadions. But it mull: be acknow- 
ledged, that, in thofe early times, their circumfciibed commerce had 
confined the management of their affairs to mean and unlkilful Their aflairs 
hands. Their Diredors at home were no more than low and’ mean and un- 

ikilfui hands* . 


^ Rons's Appendix, No, XVIiL p, 417, 
|j Ibid. p. 409. 


J Ibid. p. 408. 
t ibida p, 410. 
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rapacious tradefmen ; and their feivants- abroad weie chiefly 
drawn from hofpitals, appointed by charity for rearing indigent 
and deferted boys. When the means of advantage grew more ex- 
tenfive, by the concurrence of various revolutions in the Eaft, the 
management and fervice of the Company became objedts of ambi- 
tion to perfons of a better education, and more enlarged minds. 
Some men of talents, fome of honour, feveral poflefTed of fpirit and 
courage conduced affairs at their boaids, and fought their battles in 
the field. But even thefe were not able to lefift that fordid piin- 
ciple of avarice, which is inherent in every mercantile inftitution; 
to which alfo the almofl: equally obdurate paffion of ambition was 
annexed, when they acquired a conlroul over Princes, and the ma- 
nagement of provinces and kingdoms ■*. 

In the peiiod, which is the objedt of the piefent difeuflion, feveral 
men of talents and ffiidt principles were in the DIredion at home, 
and in the management of aff'airs on the Coaft. But even thefe 
were incapable of diveffing themfelves entirely of jealoufy, when 
they found that a Prince, whom they had been accuflomed to con- 
troul, had obtained the piotedion -of the Sovereign. The exten- 
five pofleflions of the Company, an ample revenue, a large army, 
the many luciative, and even honourable places in their gift had, 
in a manner, railed them fiom the rank of fubjeds, to that of rivals 
to the crown. Their principal fervants, confeious of their own for- 
mer confequence, could not permit themfelves to be deprived of any 
part of that confequence, without refentment. This circumftance 
intioduced a degree of intemperance into their confultations and 

* “ Thefe are men, who are nov become “ money may decide any thing. Nor will they 
governor^ and viceroys of kingdoms larger, ‘‘ eafily fubmit to part with power, however 
if we tike our poflvilions from Surat to Ben- they came by it, they have fo long been a]- 
“ gslj th'^n made half the Pvom^n empire ; and lowed to exerciie , and that lias brought 
‘‘ thefo ai3 the men, who by the rapid ard im “ them fuch an immoderate degree of weahh, 
menle iiLhe» the/ acquire, from aaiongil the without violent oppohuon to every thing and 
k^vejl of "he p.,oi le, who are to be expedled evtiy ma^, employed to prevent it” St 
CO 1 'ok vctnmt nt in the hce, with that a(- Robeit Harland to me Secretary of State, Jan. 
lu'aovc that tmglu them to think, that ptb, 1773* 
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correfpondence ; and gave birth to unneceflary complaints of 
the conduct of the Nabob to their Superiors at home. Thofe com- 
plaints were greedily fcized, by a more unprincipled DirectioNj 
than that which fubfifted at the time ; and were made the fpecious 
pretexts of coercive meafures againft the Nabob; v^hich meafuies 
fpiung, in fadf, from an unforgiving jealoiify, and felf-interefted mo- 
tives. But thefe were the meafures of fucceeding times. The Diredtors 
of 1771, though they exprefied their jealoufy of the interference of the 
crown, were fenfible of the independent rights of the Nabob. In 
their difpatch of the loth of April, they ufed the following remark- 
able words : “ We have no natural ally bat the Nabob. — Oitr con- 
“ neQion with the Nabob ftands entirely on ancient friendftiip, and 
“ reciprocal kindnefs, and we wifli to continue it on the fame foot- 
‘‘ ing. But as wi? cannot be compelled to follow his projeds, when 
“ they appear totally repugnant to our interefts, fo, on the other 
‘‘ hand, he cannot be forced into our views, if they are clifagreeable 
“ to him : All we have, therefore, left, is to expoftulate with him. 

He mufi: determine for himfelf, and we for omfelves f.” 

In the paffage juft cited, the Diredors defined the limits of the 
Company’s power, with refped to the affairs of the Carnatic, 
How a fucceeding Coin t ti-amplcd down this fence fhall be, here- 
after, both explained and expofed. The Diredors of 1771J not- 
withflanding their moderation, with regard to the independent 
rights of the Carnatic, were, at the very moment of writing their 
opinion on that fubjed, Tapping the foundation of thofe rights, by 
endeavouring to remove the fupport of the Crown from the Nabob. 
They lamented, that an unufual commiffion had been granted 
without any communication with themfelves ; and confequently 
without previous fteps being taken, for the prevention of thofe jea_ 
loufies, which might naturally be fuppofed to aufe from fuch cir- 
cumftances Though they did not chufe then to deny the right of 
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the Crown to fend reprefentatives to its allies, they infinuated, tha^ 
the rights and privileges of the Company refted upon as high autho- 
rity as the King’s commiffion Thefe fentiments, exprefled to their 
Servants, prove, that they had already made applications to Govern- 
ment, for the redelivering the fugitive Nabob into the hands of his 
former keepers. 

In a country tolled by fadion, and ftunned by clamour, minifters 
deftitute of ambition, and fond of eafe, too frequently become little 
lolicitous, about the honour of the ftate. When the dog of difcontent 
growls at the door of the Cabinet, they throw to him a fragment of 
the prerogative, as a fop, to procure his frlence ; and, with a pernici- 
ous want of dignity, they hope to diminilh their cares, by leffening 
their authority. This torpid difpofition of mind is tei rifled at an ex- 
tenfion of power, as it is accompanied by an incieafe of labour, and in- 
formation is difagreeable and iikfome, as it may bring on the trouble 
of doing juftice. Each demand, for circumfcribing the confequence 
of the ftate and the rights of the crown, is heard by fuch men with 
avidity, as every diminution of power contrads the circle of public 
bufinefs. This ruinous fyftem of frigid polity, they endeavour to im- 
pofe upon the woild under the name of moderation ; but, by profe- 
cuting it too far, the honour of the ftate is tarniihed, and the pledged 


faith of the fovereign violated. 

Eaft-indk The Eaft-India Company might have felt this felf-denying princi- 
S’pmence'd^ plc in government, almoft dating the whole of the prefent reign, 
kgpmapie That Company had obtained countiies, provinces, and kingdoms, 
of the ftate. protedion and affifted by the power of the ftate. But go- 

vernment, inftead of afferting the State’s claim of fovereignty, feemed 
afraid to queftion the Company’s rights; for fear the trouble of a 
revenue of near fix millions a year fliould fall into their own hands. 
The anxiety of the Court of Diredors, about a royal commilEon to 


J Rous’s Appendix, No. XVII, p. 403, 
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Indian princes, was vain and fupeifluous. The flate had permitted 
them to life from the rank of fubjeQs to that of fovereigns, to hold 
dominions more extenfive, and fcarcely lefs valuable, than its ov/n ; 
to maintain an army more numerous than that of Great-Britain ; to 
appoint their relations, dependents and fervants, to offices of more 
power and emolument, than any in the gift of the Crown ; to carry 
infolence and oppreflion to eveiy quarter of Afia ; to dethione 
princes, and to inveft mean perfons with the pomp and authoiity of 
royalty. It was, therefore, highly improbable, that a government 
fo indulgent to the Company, would lefufe one poor Nabob to his 
former loids. It accordingly happened, that when the Diredtois 
muftered fufficient coinage to demand thetiuant, the royal commif- 
iion was immediately withdrawn ; and he was deliveied into their 
hands, to be punlflied for his ciediility in the fupport of govern- 
ment, as well as his defedlon from the authority of the Company. 

But had the royal commiffion continued in India, unlefs the pro- 
mife of the Crown to ledrefs grievances, and to draw clear lines be- 
tween the power of the Nabob and that of the Company, had been 
alfo performed, it was not worth the piice of the fheep-ikin, on 
■which it was written. Though the manageis of the afFaiis of the 
Company, both in England and abroad, were at fiift alarmed, they 
foon found, that a commiffion, neither fupporled nor followed by an 
enquiry, was no more than a paper-kite, fufpended over theii heads. 
Unfortunately for the Nabob, having been accuftomed to the validity 
of feals in India, he repofed implicit confidence in the faith of that 
of Great-Britain. This confidence was encouraged and confirmed, 
by the paper-war, which was carried on between the plenipoten- 
tiaries and the Prefidency ; for he was then to learn, that the autho- 
iity of a king, to which his principles had annexed the idea of in- 
vincibility, was deftined to yield to that of trading fubjeds. 

The conteft by letters, between Sir John Lindfay and the Prefi- 
dency, which had begun, foon after his anival in July 1770, had 
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languifhed in the courfe of the funamer of 177?. When Sir John 
Lindfay left the coaft in October, he was fucceeded in his differences 
with the Piefidency, as well as in his powers to the Nabob, by Sir 
Robert Hailand. That plenipotentiary, either impreffed with the in- 
juftice of the Company to the Nabob, or anxious to acquire his confi- 
dence, by an appearance of zeal, efpoufed his caufe, with a vehemence, 
which created obftruCtions to its progrefs, by its own rapidity** 
The Nabob, impreffed by fears from the Marattas, or gained by their 
piomifes, had fhewn a great eagernefs, for an alliance with that na- 
tion, for more than a year. The Piefidency, on the other hand, 
either afraid of Hyder Ali, or bound by feciet promifes to that chief, 
had oppofed the alliance ; and, with perfeverance, and perhaps with 
prudence, had hitherto adhered to a finCt neutiality -f'. The Ma- 
rattas had wooed them, as the lion does his mate, mixing threats 
with courtfhip. Hyder was extremely polite ; and as they had fmarted 
under his force, his prefent kindnefs acquiied value from the me- 
mory of former injuries j:. They thought it, theiefore, expedient 
to fupport Hyder Ali againft the Marattas, provided the revenues 
** and refources of the Carnatic were under their controul The 
refult, however, was, that neither Hyder nor the Marattas were af- 
fifted. The latter, willing to gain five lacks of rupees ]}, which the 
Rajah of Tanjore had engaged to pay, upon eondition of their in- 
vading the Carnatic f , entered the paffes before the end of the year 
3771. To fave his country, from the ravages of thofe marauders, 
the Nabob was obliged to pay down a confiderable fum of, money, 
befides prefents of jewels, fire-arms and elephants 4- 


♦ Vide RduA Appendix, ISEon XVIil* p« 

,415, 416, 

f Ibsd p. 140U 
I Ibid* p, 15^7, Sn 
§ Ibid. 

}! Ibid, p. 1S94» 


f Ibid. p. 1395. 

4* Sir Robert Harland takes the merit of 
having induced the Marattas to retreat, (Ap* 
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weight to bi3 interpofuion. 
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In tlie correfpondence, between tbe plenipotentiary and the Prefi- 
dency, lelative to the Marattas, the foimer explained, in ample 
terms, the right, which the Nabob had, to rely on the prote£tion of 
his Majefty and the fuppoit of the Crown. “ In the Nabob’s pre- 
“ fent circumftances (fays Sir Robert Harland), he claims the royal 
protedion, fo often promifed to him, by his late Majefty George 
“ the Second, and repeated by his prefent Majefty, our fovereign, 
“ in feveral letters addreffed to his Highnefs, ftrongly expreffive of 
the greateft fnendftiip and moft perfed regard for him and his 
“ family. At the fame time, he throws himfelf upon the nation for 
‘‘ protedion, agreeable to his expectations, from the eleventh article 
“ of the tieaty wdth France and Spain in 17% t*” Having fpeci- 
fied the Nabob’s right to the fupport of the ftate, he animadverts 
with feverity, on the oppofition given, by the Company’s fervants, 
to that fupport. Having demanded an account of their tranfadions 
with the country powers, they had told him, that they “ could not, 
“ confiftently with their truft, render an account of their condud to 
“ him, or to any but a conftitutional power 4 -’’ This expieffion, 
appearing to deny the authoiity of his commilfion, thiew the pleni- 
potentiaiy into a violent rage. “ Your chaige feems to me (he Aid) 
“ to be diredly pointed at the royal authority, and the undoubted 
lights of the Crowm. When you take upon you to cenfure a 
“ meafiire, which is the facred privilege of majefty, and the confti- 
“ tutional right of our fovereign, let me tell you, it is very unbe- 
coming, it is prefumptuous, it is arrogant § ” 

This angiy language terrified the Prefidency, and, by raifing the 
hopes of the Nabob, led that unfortunate Prince into enor. He 
could no longer doubt of the permanent fupport of a Crown, whofe 
autlioiifcd fcivanthad initated the Company beyond their common 
Pitch of xoigivcnefs. In proportion as the Nabob’s expedations of 


\ Roiio’i- \rj'cndiXj No. XVITI. 
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royal favour increafed ; the confidence of the Prefidency, in their 
own fafety, diminifhed. “ The heavy charge brought againft us,’’ 
they faid, “ evidently Ihews what is intended againft us, and ren- 
ders any attempt to juftify our conduffc to Sir Robert Harland im- 
“ proper ; as it is neceflary we fhould referve our defence, until we 
“ are called upon to make it in a legal and conftitutional courfe 
Trivial as thefe circum fiances are in themfelves, they deferve to be 
recorded, as they influenced the condudb of the Nabob; and con- 
fequently the fubfequent meafures of the Company. 

During thefe difputes between the Plenipotentiary and the Prefi- 
dency, the latter were meditating an expedition againft the Greater 
and Lefler Marawars, Polygars dependent on the government of the 
Carnatic. The country of Marawar, as has been already mentioned, 
depended anciently on the province of Madura, which v/as itfeif 
fubjedl to the Rajah of Tiitchinopoly, long before the country fell 
by conqueft into the hands of the Mahommedans. The ftate of 
the fubjedion of the Marawars to the government of Tritchinopoly 
was, that they paid a certain annual tribute ; and brought, upon re- 
quifition, a certain number of troops into the field, at their own ex- 
pence, when their fuperior was engaged in warf. In cafe of either 
negled or difobedience of orders they were fined, like other Zemin- 
dars ; and when they fent a lefs force than the eftabhfhed number 
of troops, government ufed to levy a proportionable fum upon the 
revenues of their countries. During the troubles which fucceeded 
the death of Anwar-ul-clien, father of the prefent Nabob, the Ma- 
rawars paid little attention to the government of the Carnatic. 
When peace was reftored, they fometimes fent fmall prefents, but 
no regular tribute, to the Nabob ; but, in time of war, they neither 
fent tioops nor furmfired money for the general defence. When, 
the Rajah of Tanjore invaded their territories in the beginning of 

• Rou.’s Appendix, No. XVIII. p. 22. }- Ibid. No. XXVI, p, 941. 
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1771, they owned their errors and profeffed their entire fubmilEon 
to the Nabob but, though the expedition againft Tanjore was 
partly undertaken on their account, they fuinifhed neither troops 
nor provifions during the fiege, when required by their fuperior, in 
tei ms of their tenure and dependence §. 

Ramnadaporam, the capital of the Greater Marawar, is fituated 
on that point of the continent which advances neareft to the ifland 
of Ceylon jj . That of the Nalcooty Polygar, or Leflei Marawar, is 
called Tripatore f . The firft lies at the diftance of little more than 
one hundred miles to the South of Tritchinopoly ; the latter is forty 
miles nearer to the laft-mentioned city^. The two Maiawars could 
bring, upon an emergency, twenty thoufand men into the fieldf; 
but their troops, like thofe of other Polygars, were rather a rabble, 
than foldiers. Having recei ved intelligence of the intended expedition, 
they affembled their native troops in the beginning of March 1772 ; 
and entering into a treaty with the Dutch, the Prefidency of Nega- 
patam promifed to write to the Governor of Colombo, for fifteen 
hundred Europeans and as many Malays J The hoftile appearance 
of the Marattas on the borders of the Carnatic, had fufpended the 
expedition for moie than feven months; but that fear being re- 
moved, oiders were ilTued to General Smith to march, with the 
troops in the South, againft the refiadory Polygars. The plan and 
condud of the expedition were left entirely to the General. But, as 
the Company only aded as friends and allies to the Nabob, nego- 
tiation and treaty were left wholly to that Prince §§. The Prefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they own, that the right of peace and 
war was vefted in the Nabob, infinuated to the General, that he 
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General Smith, having marched fiom Tritchinopoly on the iith 
of May 1772, before the end of the month fat down before Ramna- 
daporam*. The town being ill fortified and worfe defended, was 
taken by affault, on the 2d of June, with very inconfideiable lofs on 
the fide of the vidors f. As the plunder of the place, by the laws 
of war, became the property of the captors, the Nabob’s eldeft fon, 
who attended General Smith, on the part of his father, in the expe- 
dition, agreed to pay a ftipulated fum to the army for the right to 
the fpoilj. The other forts belonging to the Greater Marawar foon 
followed the fate of the capital §. General Smith then directed his 
march againft the Polygar of Nalcooty, or the LelTer Marawar. 
That unfortunate Polygar fell a vidim to the negligence of his own 
Vackeels, who had negotiated a treaty of fubmrffion with the young 
Nabob. Lieutenant-colonel Bonjour, whom the Prefidency had ordered 
to proceed from Madura with a detachment, to fupport the operations 
of the main army, was advancing with hafty firides towards the rcfi- 


dence of the Little Marawar. When the terms of the treaty were 
fettled, General Smith delivered letters to be fcnt, by the Polygar’s 
who is killed agents, to ftop the progrefs of Bonjour. But they delayed to fend the 
owing to the letters ; and the refult was, that the Lieutenant-colonel attacked the 
5u?V^ackKlsf ftrong poll into which the LelTer Marawar had retired IT ; and in the 
affault the Polygar was flain J*- The death of the Leffer Marawar left 


his whole country to the entire difpofal of the vrdlois. This event 
happened on the 25th of June 1772 

Anewquar expedition againft Tanjore in the year 1771, had rather 

rei With Tan- irritated than humbled the Rajah. The retaining of the fort of 

jore. 
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Vellum, which had been intended by the Prefidency as a check on 
Tuljaji*', had huit his pride and rouzed his refentment. He, 
theiefoie, lefufed to permit piovifions to be earned to the place; 
alleging, “ That the ftipulation was merely the ceffion of the fort, 

“ which could by no means be conftrued as an engagement to ren- 
“ der Its raaiket flourifhmg ■f'.” To this quibble, in evahon of the 
late agieement with his fupeiior, he added fenous and dangerous 
intrigues for diftuibing the peace of the Carnatic. In the month 
of June 1772, he was known to negotiate with the Maiattas ; and 
to have offered to that government ten lacks of rupees, upon con- 
dition of their fending an army of horfe to his aid X- The objedls 
the Rajah wifhed to obtain by the affiftance of the Marattas were, 
“ the redudion of Vellum, the removal of the Nabob’s people in 
“ the affigned lands from his country, and an acquittal of the 
“ PeilhcuCh §.” Thofe rafli fchemes were entirely planned by the 
Rajah himfelf; for, as he knew that both Mona-ji and the Dob- 
beer If would diffuade him from meafures likely to involve him in 
inextricable difficulties, he earned on this negotiation fecretly, by 
his mean dependents and vulgar friends. Whilft he foheited fo- 
reign enemies to invade the Carnatic, he received, proteded, and 
encouraged the fugitive Polygars of the Marawar country, who 
were meditating new difturbances J-. 

In the beginning of 1773, Rajah feems to have re-admitted 
into a degree of his confidence Huffein Chan Soor, the Mahommedan 
fiflieiman, who had been his minifter duiing a part of the year 
lyjoJl. Several other perfons of mean birth and abilities planned 
his meafures and fliared his favours. The friends of the expelled 
Marawars flattering his vanity and inflaming his paflions by their 
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Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. xioo. 
f Ibid.p. 1099, noo. 
t Ibid, p, 1098. 

§ Ibid.p, 1099. 


f Ibid, 

4 Ibid. p. nor, 1102. 
Jl Ibid. p. 1104, 1106. 
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inliiguesj eiideavoiued to obtain his aid to leflore their 
Having applied to Hyder Ah for a force to recover their refpe£l:ve 
pofleflions, that chief told them, ^ lhat he knew who they \v’cre, 

but that, if they would bring him a lettci from the Rajah of Tan~ 
“ joie, he would then agree to give them fome affiflance '‘h” Hav- 
ing caiiied this intelligence to Tulja-ji, he agieed, with joy, 
to give them a favourable and full letter, agreeably to their utniofl 
withes. He received, at the fame time, into his capital, v^ith great 
cciemony and civility, VencataNai I am, the Vackeel of Hyder f. The 
Racked piomifed, in his mafter’s name, that immediately, on his 
return to Seringapatara, from, an expedition in which he was then 
engaged, he would fend and promote the affiftance of the Ma- 
rattas J. To prevent a difeovery, the Rajah difmifled the Vackeel, 
after loading him with marks of refpedt ; whilft, at the fame time, 
he wrote letteis to the Maratta government, full of the moft 
flattering expreflions §. But whilft he was planning meafures 
of danger, he was bufy in difgracing fuch of his old fervants, as 
weie pofleffed of abilities to carry them into execution. He de- 
prived Mona-ji, not only of all power, but his allowance from go- 
vernment, except two villages, which that chief pofleffed by way 
of Jaghire ([. Huffein Chan Soor, the fiftierman, fo often men- 
tioned, rofe in favour, in proportion as Mona-ji declined. This 
vulgar ftatefman, deriving boldnefs from ignorance, advifed the Ra- 
jah to with-hold the money due to the Nabob, and fet that piince 
at open defiance IT. 

Secret intelligence of thefe tranfadions was received at Madras 
in the month of April ; and that part of the intrigues of Tulja-ji, 
which regarded the Marattas, was fully difeovered in May, by Mr. 
Moftyn, the Company’s refident at the court of Poonah. In a letter 

* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. i loj. § Ibid. 

+ Ibid. i| Ibid. 

J ibid* p, no6* f Ibid* 
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of the r4th of May, Mr. MoEyn informs the Ptefidency at Fort 
St. George, that a Gozamie, by name Mobim Geer, applied to the 
Maratta goveinmcnt, as Vackeel from the Rajah of Tanjorc, 
for leave to raife ten tboufand hoife, which he made no feciet 
were to be employed agatnft the Nabob of the Carnatic The 
fame intelligence had been conveyed, on the 6th of May, by Mr. 
Moftyn, to his immediate fupeiiois, the Piefidency of Bombay -1“. 
Though the Maratta government yielded, at firft, to the Rajah’s 
requeft, by means of prefents to fome of the minifters, the lev) mg 
the troops was afteiwards ftopt, by the influence of Sacaram Bapoo, 
who pointed out the bad confequences, which might attend the 
meafure, but the Vackeel of the Rajah ftill retained hopes, as he 
had received no pofitive denial 

Whilfl the Rajah’s emiffaries were employed in foliciting the af- 
fiftance of the Marattas, he himfelf ufed every art of entreaty and 
perfuafion, to gain the fupport of Hyder Ali. He fent for Vencata 
Narain, the Vackeel of that chief, and told him, that he had no 
other protedtor, but his matter §. That no union, no friendlhip, 
no cordial alliance could ever fubfift between himfelf, the Nabob 
and the Englifh Company. That it was incumbent on Hyder to 
come with his whole force ; and that he himfelf would collefl: his 
own forces and join him, as well as the expelled Polygars of Ma- 
rawar and Nalcooty, who were all his allies. That, as their fuccefs 
againtt the Nabob and the Company admitted of little doubt, the 
provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly might be eafily taken, which 
two countries Ihould be made over to Plyder for his affiftance, to- 
gether with fome fupplies of money. The Rajah earnettly folicited 
the Vackeel to write to his matter, in the moft peifualive terms, 
to prevail upon him to advance fpeedily, with his whole foice. He, 

* Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVIf. p. 1105. J Ibid 

t § Ibid. p. 1 1 II. 
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at the fame time and to the fame purpofe, wiote a long letter to 
Hyder himfelf ; and to give more weight to the negociation, the 
old Dobbeer, or Duan, wrote another letter ||. To thefe letteis Hy- 
der fent an anfwer defiling to know, how much ready money the 
Rajah would give ? By what means he propofed to take and cede 
over to him the provinces of Madura and Tinnevelly ? What friends- 
he had in thofe countries i* Who of the Polygars were his allies’^ ^ 
That he muft determine, on all thefe circumftances, and inform him 
of the refult of the whole f . 

Though the intrigues of Tulja-ji, with the Marattas and Hyder 
Ali, were not likely to produce any ferious or immediate effect, their 
exiftence proved the dangerous and reftlefs condud of that Rajah. 
During his applications for affiftance beyond the limits of the Car- 
natic, he deviated, m almoft every point, from his duty, as a de- 
pendent on that country. In the expedition againfl: the two Ma- 
rawars, he chofe to negled to obey the requifition of his fuperior, 
for the affiftance of his troops X • on the contrary, he difmiffed a 
pait of his cavalry, that they might affift the Polygars, without the 
appearance of his being concerned §. When thofe chiefs, by their 
own folly in refufing the equitable terms offered by the Nabob, had 
fuffered the extremities of war and were expelled, the Rajah not 
only admitted the fugitives into his country, but encouraged them 
to raife diftuibances^"*^. This circumftance forced the Nabob to keep 
an army, in the territories of the Marawars, at an expence, be- 
yond the amount of the revenue ff. The Rajah had engaged, in the 
agreement figned, fealed and fworn to, at the gates of Tanjore, 
in Odober 1771, to refufe his protedion to the runaway Polygars 


I Rou'i’s Appendi’c, No.XXVII. p. nil. cil. April lotb, 1772. Ibid. No. XXVL 
• Ibid. p. 1U2. p, 

t . »* Ibid. No, XXVII. p. 1109, 

t Ibid. p. 1109, ft Ibid. 
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of Warrior-pollam and Alianore, and to i-eftore their effects. But 
he not only detained their efFe£l:s, but had affigned them a place of 
refuge, in the diftri£t of Cumcurrura. belonging to Tanjore. He 
permitted, or rather perfuaded the Collories of his own country to 
make incurfions, into the province of Tritchinopoly ; and to drive 
the cattle of the inhabitants away. He neglefted to difcharge the 
debt due to the Company, for their Paddy, which he had feized, in 
the year 1771 ; and he obftruded, by various diiBculties and troubles, 
the Englifti garrifon at Vellum, from being regularly fupplied with 
provifions ||. Though he was in confiderable arrears to the Nabob IT, 
he appeals to have been in no want of money, by the fums, which 
he had offeied, and adually fent, to other powers, to induce them 
to invade the Carnatic 4 -. 

Determined to fupport his difobedience and refradory condud: to- 
vpards his fuperior, the Rajah entered into a negociation, with Dutch 
and Daniih factories on the coaft, to fupply him with money, upon 
mortgages on fome diftrids of his country He had refolved to 
obtain a confiderable loan from Goland Moodaly, “ who was Dubafh 
“ to raofl: of the GREAT folks at Madias f.” Had he purfued 
this plan, with more conftancy, and to a much larger extent, the 
GREAT FOLKS, who were the mafters of Goland Moodely, might 
have had an intereft, in overlooking for fome time longer his defigns. 
But Tulja-ji, though not more faithlefs, was lefs "prudent, than his 
father Pretaupa Sing; who had always an expert agent at Madras to 
negociate a loan-, when he wifhed to obtain a favour. But the prefent 
Rajah chofe rather to enter into dangerous connexions, with the 
Dutch, V than to negociate with the Englifh Prefidency. Thefe con- 
nexions were deeply rooted, and, therefore, full of peril to the 
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CHAP, Company, as well as the Nabob. The latter had wiitten to the Ge- 

I neral of Batavia, complaining of his fubordinates at Negapatnam, 

Bauviarv^s for affifting the Rajah ; but that governor avowed, that in fuppoi C- 
theRafah"^^ ing that Rajah, the fadtory “ had done no more than they weie 
“ bound to do by their engagements ; and that in conforming to 
“ thofe engagements, they had done right Whiift the Rajah 
■was bufy in breaking every article of the agieement of 1771, the 
Nabob not only adhered to the terms, but feemed willing to eftablifh 
friendfhip and perpetuate harmony, between himfelf and his vaffal §. 
Theprefiden- The intrigucs of Tulja-ji, his avowed difregard of the agieement 
cxpedHion°a" I77^> alliances abroad, his preparations for war at home, in- 
duced the Prefidency to liften to the lequifition of the Nabob, for 
the affiftance of the Company to reduce entiiely an inmate fo dan- 
gerous to the peace and feciuity of the Cainatic. Mr. Du Pie, who 
had been Prefident during the frft expedition agamfi Tanjoie, 
had refigned the government, and returned to Europe, in the end 
of February 1 773 ; and Mr. Haftings, who had been defigned to 
fucceed him in the chair, had left the coaft, more than a year before 
Mr. Du Pre’s departure, to take upon him the government of Ben- 
Mr. Wynch gal. Mr. Wynch, the fecond in Council, had fucceeded Mr. Du Pre, 

had lucceeded ^ f i i 

Mr, Du Pre as govemor ; and it was to him the requilition or the Nabob, rela- 
vernmfnt". rcdudion of Tanjore, was made. The Seledl Committee, 

The treaty of deliberating On the fubjedt, declared, that ihetieaty of 1762 had 

cuUanrvoTd! Cancelled, by the coadudt of the Rajah, which obliged thegua- 
lantees of that treaty to take up at ms, and enter into a folemn wai ||. 
That it is eftablifhed by the law of nations, that when a i upture 
happens, all treaties between the contending parties, prior to that 
ReafoQs for rupture, are thereby difannulled, or at leaf: fufpended ; and that upon 

that declare- n * r r ^ 

non. a xelioration of peace, the former treaties may be reftored, .but not 

J Papers publilhed by the Company, relative § Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVJI, 

to the reftoration of Tanjore, vol.i. p, 4.' |) Ibid, p. in6. 
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without being named, to theflate in which they were before the lup- 
ture, 01 that others may be fubflituted in their place *ir. That the 
treaty of 17C2 was fo far from having been reftored by the agree- 
ment, v/hich had teiminated the war of 1771, that it was not even 
mentioned or alluded to, m that agreement. That, at the commence- 
ment of the expedition, the Prefidency had promifed and agreed, 
not to interfere in any ncgociations between the Nabob and the Ra- 
jah j but to leave the whole to be fettled by the former *. That the 
Nabob had aftually fettled the whole, without a Angle aliufion to 
the treaty of 1762. Tha , upon the whole, as war, which extin- 
guilhes all tieatiei, had inteivened, the Company could not be con- 
fidcied, as guarantees to a tieaty, which no longer exifted. 

Though the raeafures of the Prefidency, who were veiled with the 
whole executive powers of the Company, weie, in their 
paetty, decifive, and when they regarded the country powers irre- 
vocable, their arguing upon every point was neceflary, for the 
information of their fuperiois, and important to themlelves, as the 
reafons advanced might be pioper giounds of cenfure, or a juft 
foundation for applaufe. But, neither in the prefent cafe, nor in 
any other, beyond the trading powers, granted to the Company by 
chatter, arc the motives, reafons or arguments of the fervants of the 
Company to be admitted, by the difpaffionate, as a juftification of 
v/rong meafures, or a confirmation of thofe, which were light. This 
obfervation is, by no means, made to invalidate the juftnefs of their 
leafonings upon the treaty of 1762. Had the Rajah and his ancef- 
tors been independent, fiom all antiquity, on the government of the 
Carnatic, his intriguing with foreign powers to invade that country, 
his raifing difturbances within its limits, his known defign to join 
any of its eventual enemies f, the danger of that defign, from the 
fituation of his country in the heart of the province f,'’ would 


f Rous’s Appends, No. XXII p. 725. 
•Ibid No. XXVll. p. 111&. 
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not only render it juftifiable, but, from felf-piefervation, necelTaryj 
in the Nabob, to prevent the intended mifchief, by the power, which 
Providence had placed in his hands. The Prefidency joining, or rc- 
fufing to join, could alter, in no degree orrefped, the nature of the 
cafe. They had no claim to appear, as principals in the war, they 
had no right to decide upon its ilTue. The only thing of which they 
were the competent judges was the expediency of the meafure, with 
regard to the interefts of their conftituents. That this expediency 
exifted, is apparent from the Rate of things, as well as from their 
own declaration. If their mafters thought otherwife, they had a 
right to cenfure, to fufpcnd, to difmifs their fervants ; but they had 
no right to interfere, none to reverfe the effed of the meafure, in 
which thofe fervants had only affifted, as mere auxiliaries of a coun- 
tiy power. 

The Prefidency were fo fenfible of the expediency of the expedi- 
tion againft Tanjore, that it is apparent, from their own minutes, 
they were much more eager for that meafure, than the Nabob *. 
That prince, dividing his fears between Hyder and the Marattas, the 
allies of the Rajah, was unwilling to rifque the ruin of his own 
country, from an invafion made by either of thofe powers, by an 
expedition of uncertain event, againft Tanjore "f. It was known, 
that the objed of each of thofe powers was to take Tanjore into pof- 
feffion, and not under protedion % ; and the march of the Nabob’s 
forces againft the place would probably be a fignal, for their invading 
bis dominions. The Nabob, therefore, declared that he was unwil- 
ing to prefs a fervice of fuch danger, unlefs it fuited in every refped 
the Company’s affairs §. He promifed, however, to find the re- 
fources, in the fame proportion, as duiing the laft fiege. He de- 
clared his doubt of the event, as the Rajah, befides his connexion 

^ Rous’s Appendix, No, XXVII. p. U24* f Ibid. p. 1122* 

^ Ibid. Ibid. # 
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with the country poweis, was in friendfhip with the Fiench, and 
had piomifes of affiftance, from the Danifli faftory of Tranquebar 
The Seledt Commitie reprefented to the Nabob, that in cafe the ex- 
pedition agamft Tanjore fliould take place at all, it ought to be un- 
dei taken, m time fufficient to bring it to a conclufion, befoie the 
fetting in of the rainsf. They, at the fame time, refolved in their 
minutes, that “ it was proper and necejfary that the expedition 
“ againfi Tanjore be undertaken ; and that the piefent opportunity, 
“ all circumftances confideied, is the moft favourable for carrying 
“ the fame into execution if.” The refolution of the Seled: Com- 
mittee was confirmed, by the Council at laige, on the 29th of June 
1773. In their minutes upon the fubjedl, they recapitulated old 
arguments and advanced new. They agreed, that as the treaty of 
1762 was annulled and extinguifhed, by an intervening war, fol- 
lowed by another tieaty, in which the Company were not mention- 
ed ; that “ all idea of the exiftence of a guarantee was removed.’’ 
They, therefore, founded the auxiliary affiftance, which they pro- 
pofed to give on the expediency, and even neceffity of the meafure §. 

Though the Members of Council, who planned, or rather urged 
the fecond expedition againft Tanjore, have been reviled, cenfured, 
and ftigmatized by the Diredors of the year 1775, that enlightened 
body could not have, with any juftice, accufed their fubjeds of ne- 
gleding the interefts of the Company, in their ftipulations with the 
Nabob. They infifted, that he fhould not only pay for the future^ 
but replace the pay already iflued to three thoufand Seapoys, which 
the Prefidency had thought proper to levy fome time before ![. But 
as to the Nabob’s promiffory prefent of ten lacks of Pagodas ^ to the 
Company, the Governor declared, that he made no condition for, nor 

•Rous’s Appendix, No. XVII Ibid, p. 1123. 1773. Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVIf. p. 1129, 
■t Ibid. 1 130, 1 13 I. 

t Ibid.p, 1123. I|]bid.pui8. 

4 Vide paffini. Confultation, June 291!), ST 400,000], 
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^ claim of, any thing ; but that whatever his Highnefs, out of his 

«— -V — good-will and friendftiip, lliould be pleated to offer, he wmuld vvdil- 
Theycngage ingly icceive it for the Company In return for thefe giants, on 
Nabob wnif a Nabob, the Prefidency engaged to fupport him in his 

latgearmy. expedition againft Taujore, with a large army, to place the fort^ 
when taken, either by capitulation or ftorm, in his hands, with the 
fores and effefts which might be found in the place. But they de- 
clared, that fhould it be taken by ftorm, the plunder fliould become 
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the property of the captors, by the ufage of war f. 

The preparations of the Prefidency, for taking the field, could 
not long remain unknown to the Rajah. Having fome time before 
difgraced and confined Mona-ji, at the requefl: of his vulgar para- 
fites, he had, as early as the month of May endeavoured to re- 
concile the mind of that aged Chief, as the only perfon fit to manage 
his affairs, in times of difficulty and danger. Mona-jx endeavoured 
to excufe himfelf, by alleging, “ That he was now befet with old 
“ age and infirmity, and had no abilities left But being foothed, 
flattered, and threatened by the Rajah, he, at firfl, took the com- 
mand of a body of five bundled hoiTe, and one thoufand Sepoys ][ . 
and on the loth of July, he was placed at the head of the army IT. 
The capital was, in the mean time, placed in the beft ftate of de- 
fence Moie than twenty thoufand men, of various kinds, were 
in arms j.. The French of Pondicherry amufed the Rajah with hopes 
of effedtual affiftance§§. The Dutch of Negapatnam, and even 
thofe of Ceylon, were fmceiely in his intereft, and the fupport of it 
favoured their own. The Danes of Tranquebar, as well as the 


* Mr, Wynch ufes the very woids of Mr. Hlb’d. p, 1 151. 


Du Pre, on a like occafior, Sept. i8ih, 177 
Ibid p# 1145. 
f Ibid. p. 1145. 

I May 28tb, 1773. Ibid.p, 1113. 

§ Ibid. 

I Ibid. 


Ibid. 

4 - The force of Tanjore, In the begmnlnjSf of 
Agguft, I773> amounted to twenty-one tbou- 
fand nine burdied tbirty-three men, Ibid. p. 
1 167, 1168* 

^§lbid. p 1145. 1158, 1160. 1167. 
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Dutch on the Coafl;% aflifted him with menf, money, and war- 
like ftores. The uncle of the King of Candia, having airived at 
Negapatnam, fent a Vackeel to the Rajah, and promifed aid X> The 
Dutch obtained in mortgage from him Nagoie, Tnvalore, and Vi- 
derniam, for an hundred and fifty thoufand Pagodas ; and he or- 
dered his Vackeel, at Negapatnam, to fell entirely, foi thirty thou- 
fand more, the villages and giounds, foi which the Dutch had till 
then paid lent §. Plyder Ah, having affembled a force at Dunde- 
gul, fent aflurances that he would alTift the Rajah, when the army 
ihould move againft Tanjore ||. The Dutch having hoifted their 
colouis at Nagore, fupplied the Rajah with guns, military floreSj 
and men, fiom Nagapatnam ; and, m ftiort, every pi epaiation was- 
made for the fecurity of Tanjore,' which the Rajah feemed deter- 
mined to defend to the laft extremity f . 

General Smith having encamped the army, in the plain of Trit- 
chinopoly, in the end of July, entered the province of Tanjore, in 
the beginning of Auguft. The fiift hoftilities commenced on the 
6th of that month, when the Nabob’s cavaliy defeated a body of the 
enemy, with confiderable lofs, near the walls of Tanjoie J. On the 
2oth ground was bioke befoie the place j but the batteries, for 
making a breach, were not opened till the 27th of Auguftff. A 
detail of the fiege is unimportant in itfelf, and unnecefTary to the 
piirpofe of this work. On the 17th of September, a pi amicable 
breach being made, Tanjore was rather furprifed than ftormed, at 
twelve of the clock at noon, when the fun was moft intenfely hot j 

Rous’s Appendix, No* XXVII, p, 1146, ** given by thofe of Coromandel to the Rajah 

'flbid, p. 1152 of Tanjore, I fhali demand account from Ne- 

J Jbid. p* 1150* 1152. gapamam. Mean while ferves to your Ex cel- 

*^Ibid p, 1150* “ lency’s information, that the NetherlandiHi 

]| Ibid, p* 1 152, 1153* u 81 iJpr. Company ftandsin alliance with th^t prince, 

^ ibid, p. 1 1 53« ** the duty of faithful confederates re- 

The dangerous conne£lion of the Rajah, ** quires to afTifl: one anolhci , in cafe of ne- 
with the Dutch, is proved by the foUowing ex “ ceffity. ’ 
traa of a letter, born the Governoi-Gencral of |Ibid. p* 1174. 

Batavia, to the Nabob, dated July 26 Ji, 1771. Ibid. p. 1193. 

Concerning the afhflance of warlike ftores, f-J* Ibid, p, i2co* 
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and the garrifon, confifting of twenty thonfand fighting men ex- 
cept a few, not expeding an attack, “ had retired from the breach 
“ to their houfes to eat rice The Rajah and his family, with 
Mona-ji, together with his fons, were made prifoners ; and the Na- 
bob having agreed to pay a fiipulated fum to the army for the plun- 
der, the place was faved from the devaftation and rapine, which 
ufually attend a conqueft acquired by aflault Ij. 

Whilft Tanjore was psefltd by a fiege, the Dutch Prefidency of 
Negapatnam took poiTeflion of Nagore, a confiderable fea-port, be- 
longing to the province of Tanjore together with feveral valuable 
diftrifts, on the pretence of having purchafed them from the Rajah. 
To fupport their ufurpation, they had affembled a confiderable body 
of troops in the neighbourhood of Nagore, to defend their new ac- 
quifitions. The Nabob, after reprefenting the invalidity of thofe 
tranfadions, between his tributary and the Dutch, and likewife 
the bad confequences, which might refult to his government, and 
confequently to the Company, from the addition of influence 
and confequence, which any other European power in India might 
derive fiom territorial pofleffions, requefted the afliftance of the 
troops to recover the alienated difliids, fiiould the Dutch refufe to 
relinquifli their claims in an amicable manner But the Prefi- 
dency, though fenfible of the danger and inconvenience of per- 
mitting any other Company to increafe their power on the coaft, 
fhewed an unwillingnefs to adopt a meafure, which might be con- 
ftruded into a violation of treaties fubfifting between the Crown of 
Great Britain and the States of the United Provinces *. They con- 
fiilted therefore, Sir Robert Harland, his Majefty’s Minifter Pleni- 
potentiary, on that fubjed ; and he gave it clearly as his opinion, 
that ‘‘ the Company's affifting the Nabob, in recovering lands un- 
“ juftly alienated by his Feudatory, could be confidered, in no re- 


XI Rous s Appendix, p, 1216. 
§ lUd No XXII p* 1217, 

\\ Ibid. iziy^ 


f Ibid, p, i%€z, 
4 Ibid. 

^ Ikd, 


« fped, 
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fpe(3:, as an infringement of treaties, which could not have re- ^ P* 
“ garded any encroachments wantonly made on dominions, to the 
“ difpofal of which the Crown, much lefs the Company, had no right. 

“ That as the Prefidency, as aiixiliaiies, had adlually alTifted the Na- 
“ bob, in the reduction of Tanjore, it was equally incumbent upon 
them to give their aid to put him in pofl'effion of the country de- 
“ pendent on that capital. That he himfelf, as the repiefentative of 
" the King of Great Britain, would have no objedlion to affift the 
“ Company with the foice under his command, fhould it be re- 
“ quired ■f.'’ 

The Prefidency were fenfible, “ that from the fyflem of govern- Ccndua of 
t‘ ment, and the nature of tenures in India, the Rajah of Tanjore, 

“ not being Lord Paramount of his country, but tributary to the 
“ Nabob, had no right to alienate any part of his lands, without 
" the confent of his Liege Lord, the Ruler of the Carnatic Payen- 
<« ghaut * but notwithftanding this refolution of the Prefidency, 
the aimy, who expedited little benefit from a contefi; with Europe- 
ans, fhewed an apparent unwillingnefs to proceed on that fervice ; 
and “ confequently, nothing was done with fpirit §.” Accounts of 
this unwillingnefs were foon earned to Negapainam ; and the Dutch 
became confequently obftinate The troops weie, at length, pre- 
vailed on to proceed, but with a peculiar refinement on the opera- 
tions of war. The Nabob’s tioops were placed in the fiont, to ex- 
pel the Dutch ; and thofe of the Company were only to affift, in 
cafe of neceffity, hoping, by this fubterfuge, to feem not to have 
afted againft the Dutch. This conceit was piadlifed with fuch a AiTaiisfet- 
minute ceremony, that fome of the Company’s Officers, wffio led 
the Nabob’s cavalry, “ unfafhed, and declared themfelves off 

t Rous’s Appendix, No. XXYIL p. 1363* § Sir Robeit Haiiand to the Secretary of 

^ Ibid* p 13C8. State, 0 £l. g9th, 

t Ibki. No. XX VIL pafiim* Ib-d. 
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** duty §.” But the Dutch thought proper to relieve them frora 
their embarraffment, by relinquiiliing the territory and town of Na- 
gore to the Nabob, upon his replacing the money which they had 
paid to the Rajah 1 |. 

Thus fell Tanjore into the hands of the Nabob of the Carnatic, 
by a regular conqueft accomplifhed in a folemn and neceffary war. 
To the inconteftible light which that Prince acquired by this event, 
to the territory of his dangerous and rebellious feudatory, was added 
the fandion of the King of Great-Britain, not only in the perfon of 
his reprefentative ading in India by the authority of the great feab 
but even by his Majefty’s perfonal approbation of the meafure. 
Sir Robert Harlaiid had ordered, at the defire of the Prefidency, 
two of his Majefty’s fliips, the Dolphia and the Swallow, to biing 
troops and ftores from Mafulipatam, to aflift at the redudion of Tan- 
jore. He, at the fame time, fignified to the Governor and Council, 
That ftiould they find it expedient for the prefent fervice, he was 
ready to land the marine forces under his command to do duty in 
the garrifo^s or to ad in the field He affured them, that ftiould 
they judge it neceffary to require any further aftiftance of his Ma- 
jefty’s ftiips, or of the foice under his command, they had only to 
fignify their wiflies; as he was well-difpofed to co-operate with them, 
in every thing, for the public good His Majefty had approved 
of the firft expedition againft Tanjore, in a letter under his own 
hand; and it may confequeutly be inferred, that he appioved of the 
fecond expedition, which was founded upon the lame grounds of 
juftice, expediency, and neceffity. The worda in his Majefty’s letter 
to the Nabob, which is dated April 7, i772j:, are thefe : “ It gave 
“ us fatisfadion to hear, that the Governor and Council of Madras 

§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. paffim. ^ Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII^ p. 113^, 

p The Bononrahh Company have agreed, in 1135* 
their late difpatches, to accept from the Rajah f Papers publ I (bed by the Company in 1777, 

the town and dillri6ts thus nhought by the voh i, ^ iv. 

Nabob* 


ha4 
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had fent the Company’s troops with yours to reduce your tri- ^ H^A r, 
butary the Rajah of Tanjore to obedience, m which we hope, by u— - 
“ the blelling of God, they will be fuccefsful J.” 

To this approbation of the Crown and affiftance of its Pienipo- The Com- 

^ * pany acq^ui- 

tentiary, with refpeft to the meafures againft 7 'anjore, was added eRejnthe 
the acquiefcence of the Court of Diredors, if in their cafe, as in that 
of others, the old addage may be applied, that “ Silence is confentd 
They had not even been filent on this fubjedt; for the expedition 
of the year 1771 differed in no refpedt, m its caufe and objedl, from 
that of 1773. The Court of Diredtors had been fully and regularly 
informed of the motives which had induced the Prefidency to give 
the affiftance of the Company to the Nabob, in the 6rft of thofe ex- 
peditions ; and they had approved of every part of the condudb of 
the Prefidency down to the month of January 1772 §. On the 20th 
of September 1773, juft three days after the taking of Tanjore, the 
Prefident and Council informed the Diredtors, that they had been 
unanimous in their opinion m favour of the meafure, for the reafons 
fct forth in their proceedings |j. This difpatch was received in 


J It IS ibcught proper to throw the whole 
of the lettef into this note, as it cortams fome 
of thofe folemn affurances of fapport, which 
the Ciown is bound, in honour as well aa inte- 
fell, to give to the Nabob. 

** Geojge the Thirds &c &c Sec, To Nabob 
** Wallajah, Nabob of Aicot and the 
“ Carnatic/* 

We received whh pleafure yoor letter, m 
which you exprefs to us your gratitude for 
* the additional na^al force which we have 
‘‘ fent for your fecunt), as we 1 as that of cur 
** Eafi India Company^ and your confide’^ce, 
that we fliall tread in the Heps of our roytd 
grandfather, by granting psiOTEcnoK 
** to you and your family. We have given 
our Comm’pder in Chief and Plenipo^en- 
tiary^ Sir Robert Harland, our indru^tions 
for that purpofe, and we hatter ourfelves 


‘ that he will reconcile the difierenccs which 
‘ hr>ve arifcn between you and the Companj^^ 
fervants ag-jinfl your mutual inte dh It 
gave us fatis^arn in to hear that the Governor 
and Council of Madras had Tent the Conr" 
pany*s tioops with yours to reduce yoiif 
iRiEUTMiyj theRajih of Tanjo’-e, to obe- 
d’cnce, in wb^h, we hope, by the bleffing of 
God, they will be fuccel hil , and fo we bid 
you fareviel, vvifnmg health and piofperjty 
** to you and your family. 

Given at our Court at St James’s, the 
‘‘ 7th day of ^pnl 1772, in the 12th 
“ year of oar reign, 

“ Your aE'v^clionate fnei d, 

GEORGE, 

§ Vide thanks of the Couit to- Mr, Du Pre, 
AuguH 1773* Mr. Du Pie’s Vindication, Jalt 
page. 

II Rou/s Appendix, No. XXVlE p 1561, 

London 
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London on the 26th of March 17741! ; three weeks at leaft befoie 
the latter fhips of the feafon failed for India. On the 24th * and 
29th of Odober 1773, the Prefidency tranfmitted an account of 
their tranfadions, and the motives of their condnd, relative to the 
conqueft of Tanjore, to the Court of Diredors; and both thofe 
difpatches came to the India Houfe, on the adth of Maich i774'|'- 
The Seled Committee, on the 29th of Odober 1773, entered into 
a detail of the motives and reafons which weighed with them in the 
refolution which they had taken to affifl the Nabob m reducing Tanjore, 
fending, at the fame time, a copy of their proceedings to the Com- 
pany ; and “ we truft,” fay they, “ that our condud will meet 
“ with your approbation jl.” This letter was alfo received on the 
26th of March 1774 §; but though the Court of Diredors were 
poflefled of the whole materials, and had fome weeks to deliberate 
on the fubjed, before the failing of the latter fhips, they remained 
totally blent. 

Though, in the courfe of the fummer 1774, feveral other dif- 
patches, relative to the conqueft of Tanjore and the fubfequent mea- 
fures, which arofe from that tranfadion, the Court of Diredors 
entered into no examination, formed no refolution, made even no 
mention at ail of the fubjed. They pafled it over as a matter of 
courfe, an event which had arifen from expediency, and even ne- 
cefEty ; a tranfadion, which had been the natural cdnfequence of 
the Company’s connedion with the Nabob, and the propriety, of 
fupporting the rights and dignity of his government, over his vaf- 
fals, according to their own uniform and repeated orders to their 
fervants H* The winter of 1774, and the firft two months of 
^ 77 Si paffed awsiy, in the fame filent approbation of the condud of 


<[F Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1361. 
* Ibid. 

^ Ibid* p. 1364. 


I, Ibid. p. 1367* 

§> Ibid, p. 1366. 

11 March 17, 1769. March 23, 1770, Ic. 
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the Piefidency of Fort St. George, relative to the conqueft of Tan- 
jore. The Dhedors of 1773 had, in the moft public and decifivc 
manner, approved of the expedition of lyyt, which differed neither 
injuftice nor propriety from that of 1773. They had thanked 
Mr. Du Pie, who had concerted and executed the meafuie, for his 
eminent fervices to the Company, in every pait of his condudf, 
during his government, and, in particular, in his support of the 
lights of the Nabob. They had rewarded Mr. Haftings, who 
had been Second in Council at Fort St. George, when the expedition 
of 1771 was planned and executed, with the government of Ben- 
gal. For near thiiteen months after Intelligence of taking Tanjore 
w^as received, at the India-Houfe, the Court of Diredois, like their 
predecefTois in 1773, to have entirely approved of the mea- 
fure, by their total filence on the fubjed. It was not till the 12th 
of April, 1775, the very day on which the Court of Proprietors 
were met to chufe new Diredors, that the old difapproved, cen- 
fured, ftigmatized, and reverfed not only the meafures of their pre- 
deceffors but even their own. How and from whence this fudden 
light fell on the India-Houfe, and kindled in the minds of the 
Diredors, when their power was juft expiring, fuch a fervour 
for juftice, is lefs important, than it is difficult to explain. 

The more points, in which the fubjed of Tanjore is viewed, 
the lefs defencible will the fubfequent condud of the Diredors of 
1775 appear. It has been already proved, beyond the power of a 
juft reply, that Mahommed Ah pofteffed the only fovereign authority 
in the Carnatic. That the Company, neither by charter nor even 
by ufurpation, either could poflefs, or even pretended to hold any 
fovereignty in that country. That in no war, which, either the 
difobedience or ambition of the Nabob’s vaflals might kindle, or 
render abfolutely neceflary, the Company had any right to appear, 
as principals. That, by their conncdion with Mahommed Ali, their 
intereft m the feciuity of his government, they thought themfelvea 
2 bound 
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bound In duty to appear as bis allies, when be found bimfelf 
obliged to take tbe field againft foreign invaders or refra£tory 
fubjcQs. That the fervants of the Company abroad never claimed 
any other tide to themfelves, than that of allies, nor to their tioops 
but that of auKiliaiies to the government of the Carnatic. That, 
in the two expeditions againft Tanjore, the Prefidency had beenuni- 
foimly careful to mention, in almoft all their minutes on the fub- 
jed, that their forces wcie only auxiliaiies in the Nabob’s aimy. 
That, as they had laid no claim to the wai, as their own, they had 
moft folemnly relinqinlbed every idea of having any right to the 
making of peace. That, in the firft expedition, they were fo fen- 
fible of their own want of every i ight to interfere, they acquiefeed 
in a treaty, which they declared to be infecure ; and withdrew their 
troops from tbe walls of Tanjore, when a pradicable breach was 
made. That, when the expedition of 1773 was undertaken, the 
Governor and Council, who were vefted with definitive powers rela- 
tive to ail agreements with Indian princes, difavowed every claim to 
any conqueft, that might be made. That having accordingly af- 
fifted the Nabob in making a conqueft, that conqueft was folemnly 
and irrevocably vefted in that prince, as the acknowldged principal 
in the war. That, when a territory is acquired m a regular and 
folemn war, by any power, that power has the moft decided, the 
moft indifputable and in everfible title to that conqueft, by the law 
of nature and nations. That, by the fame law, both the vidor and 
his afligns are to be defended in the poflellion of whatever he has 
taken fiom his enemies f . That, fhould any other power difpofe 
of territories acquired, by the rights of conqueft, fuch inteiference 
would amount to adual hoftilities, and place the injuring paity in a 
ftate of war with the party injured. That, fhould the fubjeds of 

f Plato de Leg. bb i. Anftot.de Repub. viL cap 5. Grot* lib lii. cap. 6* fed,* 2* 
lib. I tap, 4. Xenophon de Inft* Cjr. lib* FufTendorf, hb., vii. cap, 7. fed. 3, 
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anjmher power, under any pietence whatfoever, feizeor alter the Chap. 
polleffion of any conqueft, fuch power is bound by the law of na- < 
tore and nations, to punifh its offending fubjefts, and to make, 
from their effeds, due reparation to him, whom they had difpof- 
feffed of his undoubted and acknowledged rights. Thar, fliould Company po, 
the ftate whofe fubjeas the offenders are, either neglea or refufe to Slgte 
ring them to juffice, fuch ftate would commit a violation of the 
treaties fubfifting between it and the injured power 5 and be fur- 
ther acceffory to a flagrant and unpardonable breach of public 
fmth, fhould it overlook the injuflice done to an ally, by fuch 

offenders, for any defpicable advantage to be derived fiom them, 
to itlelr. ^ 


Hh 
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T he Eaft India Company, ever llnce their fiifl; inftitution, 
had induferioufly, and, till lately, very fuccefsfully, coveted 
their tranfaCtions with a veil of fecrecy ; which few had the curio- 
fity, and fewer ftill the means to penetiate. This maxim of myf- 
tery naturally fprung from the jealous principles of commerce, 
which hopes to preclude rivals, by a fuppreffion of its profits. When 
Rates and kingdoms, by fcarcely accountable revolutions, came un- 
der the management of the Company, the filence, which had been 
thought neceflary for preferving commercial advantages, was tranf- 
ferred to a ftill more neceflary bufinefs, the concealment of plunder. 
The principal fervants, having fabricated fortunes under a myfte- 
rious cloud, had an intereft in remaining quiet ; and the fear of dif- 
miflion, and confequently of ruin, deterred thofe in inferior ftations 
from divulging that fmall portion of the delinquency of their fupe- 
riors, which fell within their knowledge. Befides, the enviable 
fituation of tyranny and pillage, was a prize in the wheel, into 
which they had thrown their own lots ; and even a kind of mif- 
placed honour fometimes pi evented men of principle from detecting 
peculation, injuftice, and vice; to avoid the difgrace, which the 
world has, perhaps injudicioufly, annexed to the charadter of an 
informer. 

The dlftancc of the feene of iniquity naturally diminifhed the im> 
preflion made by vague reports of crimes; and the national curio- 
5 fity, 
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fity, with regard to the affairs of the Eaft, was leffened by the 
national aveifion to a monopoly, which piecludes the people at large 
from their natuial rights to univeifal commerce. The plunder of 
Afia, in a manner, brought the fitfl authentic accounts of Afiatic 
revolutions to Europe. Mankind began to enquire, “ how, and 
“ whence fuch fplendor came j” and when they faw, that peifons of 
mean parts had amaffed great and fudden iiches, they naturally 
fufpedled, that rapacity, injuftice and tyranny had fupplied their 
want of talents. Inftead of prudently brooding over their ill-got 
hoards, the Company’s fervants, upon their return from their pro- 
vinces, flew in the face of nobility itfelf; iivalled it in the poffeflion 
of lands, outftnpped it in diffipation, oftentation, andlusuiy; and 
fometimes overcame it in parliamentary influence. Jealoufy and 
refentment, which are too often more poweiful paflions, than a de- 
fire of rediefling the injured, excited a degiee of revenge. Some 
men of talents, who precipitately thought, that national indigna- 
tion might produce national juftice, unveiled fome of the fountains 
of coiruption in the Eaft. Their difcoveries were heard with atten- 
tion by the nation; but a benumbed flate feconded not the aidour 
of the people, for refloiing public honour, by exhibiting examples 
of public j Lift ice. 

An enquiiy into abufes, when it is not followed by animadvei- 
fion and punifliment, inftead of repreffmg vice, produces a laiger 
ciop of delinquency. The Company’s feivants in the Eaft, inftead 
of “ fhortening their hands fiom vice,” if an Afiatic expreflion may 
be ufed, on an Afiatic fubjedt, “ lengthened” them to every a61: of 
infolence and oppieflion. Their mafters in the Weft, finding that 
the ftorm, which thieatened the mifinanagements of the Company^ 
had diflipated without falling, flew in the face of a ftate, which, 
fiom its inadivity, they had gieat I'eafon to defpife. When the 
fear of future puniftiment was removed, former lancoyr and ani- 
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mofity returned. To partake of the injuftlce, if not to iliare in the* 
peculations of their feivants, a Couit of Duedlors, not only re- 
verfed the mofl folenm and decifive meafures of theii piedeceObrs 
in oiEce, but invaded and fruftrated the moft facred engagements 
of the Rate. Some writers of fpiiit and information took arms in 
the caufe of humanity and juflice. They diagged forth the delin- 
quents from the cloud, in which they had involved themfelvcsi and 
hrought them bound to the tiibunal of the public. The public, 
before fentence was paSed, fhewed a laudable incUnaiion to hear 
the culprits, in their own defence. 

The CouiL of Diredors undertook this defence, with an appear- 
ance of convidion of their own integiity and the reditude of their 
meafures ; a ciiciimftance calculated to inipofe upon the world. 
In a public advertifement % they affuied their conftituents and the 
national large, “ That from the materials before them, they had 
“ not the lead: doubt of refuting the heavy charges brought againfl: 
“ them, which, could they be proved, would not only render them 
“ unfit tocondad the affairs of the Company, but utterly unworthy 
“ of every degree of public trufi: and confidence.’’ To fupport 
this piecipitate declaration, they proceeded to what they called a 
defence of their condud. But, when they ought to have ftated 


their cafe in the plain and fimple gaib which confeious integrity 
They over- and truth always chufe and love, they overwhelmed and frightened 
1^^® nation, with many enormous volumes, piinted from the heavy 
public wuh and contradidory recoids- of the Company. The Diiedors, by this 

enormous ^ x j ^ ^ j 

volumes of re- clumfy artifice, hoped, perhaps, to create a general difguflr againfl: a 
Hope'todif- fubjed, which few had abilities and fcarcely any the perfeverance to 
fnn agamft expifc'ate, in fuch a confufed mafs. Under the cover of a dull and’ 
the fubjeU. torpid publication, they thought they had fecured a fafe retreat from 
further cenfure. This Afiatic mud-fort formed of confultations. 


^ March 1777. 


difpatchesj. 
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difpatches, and countiy correfpondenccs, we have ftormed, with 

lefs daneer than labour ; and, we trufl, we have had the good for- ’ — -v - — > 

^ ^ Their own 

tune to difcomfit an aukvs'ard enemy, by turning on him his own aitiiiery turn- 

ed upoB 

aitllleiy* themfehes. 

Though the Court of Eaft India DireGLors have failed, in their Thedulnefs 

of their pub- 

folcmn engagements to the public, to juftify their own condu6t re- hcation has, 
lative to their behaviour towards the- Nabob of Aicot and the pre- raTfedTdif- 
tended f 1 efloralion of Tanjore, it is feai ed, that “ by crawling over fjjf 
“ the fubjed, they have rendeied it difguftful to the generality 
“ of readers, by the flime of their heavy papers.” Our apprehen- ^ footneca-*^* 
fions on that head will render it perhaps neceflary to recapitulate 
fome capital points, which have been more diffufely examined and 
pioved m the preceding part of this work. Where any doubts may 
arife in the mind of the reader of this chapter, he is leferred to the 


pages in which the fubjed is treated at large, under the evidence of 
unqueftionable authorities. In fliort, inftead of following the ex- 
ample of our opponents, whofe obvious intention has been to reftore 
the tranfadions-of the Company to their original obfcuiity and un- 
ceitainty, we fhall endeavour to develope truth, and to piefent her, 
in her native fimplicity, before the eye of the public. Whatever the 


Reafons for 
1 educing irtsff 
a nanow 
coinpafs the 
preced'n^ 
facts. 


decilion of that public may be on the fubjed, we fhall think ourfelves 
fufEciently rewarded by the confcioufnefs of having expofed ini- 
Q.xjiTy and.fupported justice. 

It has appeared that the Eaft India Company, which was feft 
formed in a period of time unfavourable to commerce, had carried P^ny* 


into its original inftitution and management, the narrow principles injuftice of. 
of mean traders That the managers of their affairs at home had 


We fhall have occaiion Kereafter to fh^w, of flraw againfl the Nabob, to promote an 
that the rtfloration of Tulja-ji, iiotwithilanding ati£lionof coriupdcn in the Carnatic, 
the pompous virtue e\prefred in the orders J HiiWy and Management of the EaU India 

April i2, 1775, vvas but a cruel mockeiy of Company, p. S. is, 13, 

Rajah, who ha$ been only raifed as a 

7ery 
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veiy early ufurped an abfolute dominion over the flock-holders ; and 
had, by private contrafls, iinjufl deductions, and iniquitous frauds, 
embezzled their property §. That their principal fervants abroad, 
following the example of their fuperiors, or obeying their orders |j^ 
had been guilty of treachery to the natives of India, and of ails oi 
cuiclty, injuftice, and oppreffion to their fellow-fubjeCts ‘f. That 
when they were called to account by the Great Mogul for their in- 
juftice to his fubjeCls, their condinfi in adverfity was as mean, ab- 
jeCl, and fubmiftive, as their infolencc and haughtinefs had been 
intolerable in profpeiity^. That when the mifmanagements of the 
Company forced, in a manner, their affairs into parliamentary dif- 
cufiion, they were deteCled in perverting public juftice, by cos rupt- 
ing the venal and bribing the piofligatef. That, after the two 
Companies were united, in the beginning of the piefent century, 
the fame attention to fcif-intereft, the fame eager purftiit of perfonal 
gain, continued among the leaders at home; and the fame tyianny, 
circumvention, and fraud, among the piincipal fervants abioad:]:. 
That when the Company, by various revolutions in Alia, afeended 
from the condition of haders to that of sovereigns, they mul- 
tiplied their aCls of injuftice, in pi’oportion to the extent of their 
power §. That though fome men of talents and feme of integiity, 
had fsequenlly the management of affairs at home and absoad, few 
of thefe could diveft themfclves of the confined principles of avarice 
and felf-intereftednefs||. That inftead of behaving themlclvevS like 
dutiful fubjeCis to the ftate, with whofe juft authoiity the real 
interefts of the Company are clofely and infepaiably conneded, the 

§ Hificry and Mas,agement of theEaft India f P. 17* Journals of the Commons, Apni 
Company, p. 13. 169^. 

il ibid. p. 14. I P 19, 20, 21 5 Haint, voi u, Dodf- 

f Ibid, p, 14, 15 Hamilton, voL u Har- ley, vol. ii, Hamilton, pafU n. 
voU ii« Dodiliv? vol, u* Uniy* HiiL § Vide the whole of tins woik, witu the un- 
vol. 3,. doubted authorities on v^hich it n foanded* 

» P. 16. Hamilton, vol u j| P. i6q, et paifim* 

managers 
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managers of their affairs infulted the commiffion of their Sovereign, ^ a p. 
difregaided the public faith, and trampled upon a national guaran- u — 
tee. That thefe principles, as they proceed chiefly from ladical 
defers m the conftitution of the Company, call aloud for the cor- duftcais 
leding hand of the legiflature, to prevent futuie mifehiefs by new conea^nV''** 
legulations, if not to punhh former delinquencies. hamlnt 


In the courfe of the preceding work, it has been proved, that They um- 
the Company’s fervants unifoimly were coniGdercd and owned 
therafelves the fubjeds of the Mogul, in all parts of that mo- 
narcli’s dominions, where they poffeffed fettlements That, efpe- 
cially in the Cainatic, when they took up arms, upon any occafion, 
they avowed that they only performed their duty, as fubjeds of tiie 
Mogul empire, according to their oiiginal condition and tenure m 
the country and the fundamental principles of the Mogul govern- 
ment f. That they confidered and always acknowledged the Na- Thpy ac- 
bob of Arcot, as the mediate power, between them and the Mogul, Ih^Nafob^ 
to whom their allegiance and fupport was due, as faithful and ap- powerr''''* 
proved fubjeds That they knew and owned, that Mahommed 
Ali, the prefent Nabob of the Carnatic, was the lawful Nabob 
of that country, by the free and legal Saneds of the Mogul, as well 
as of his deputy, the viceroy of the Decan §. That they looked 
upon the French Company, who had been eftablifhed in the Car- 
natic, on the very fame footing with themfelves, in the light of 
REBELS, for carrying on war againfl: Mahommed Ali ||, That, jQ to V horn they 
the peifon of their governor, Mr. Pigot, they fignified their wida 
V to carry on their bufinefs, under that piince’s piotedion, as they 


^ P. 28- Plamiltop, voL 3, Rouses Ap- j Ibid, 

peadiY, Mo, L p. 15. Ibid, p, 9. Governor § Ibid. 

baujideis to the Fiench Deputies, Feb. I5th^ || Governor Saunders, Feb, jctli, 1754,. 
1754. Mr. Pjgot to Nabob, Augull 5th, 1759. Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 5. ' 

f P. 112. Governor Saundeis, ubi fupia. 
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did under thsit of former Subadais'^.” That, upon thewhole, 
as no revolution has happened in the Carnatic, no breach upon the 
legal appointment of Mahommed Ali, to the government of that 
country, the Company and their fervants ftill continue, in the 
lame relation to that Nabob, as they had uniformly flood v?ith re- 
gard to his predecelTors and to himfelE That, in the double ca- 
pacity of fubje£ls to Great Britain, and to the government of the 
country, where the fettlement is placed, the Company, neither had 
nor have any right, to become principals in any war ■, and that they 
can only appear, as allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That in 
none of thefe charadters, they have any right whatfoever to either 
the pofleflion or the difpofal of conquefts ; and, that their claiming 
the one or arrogating the other is a violation of their duty, as fub- 
jedls of Great Britain, as well as of the country government. 

To demonftrate the indifputed right of the Mogul to the Car- 
natic and all its dependencies, by conqueft, the hiftozy of thatcoun- 
tiy has been deduced from the earlieft times. It has been proved, 
that, as early as the year 1310 •p, a Gentoo prince reigned in the 
Carnatic, who was fovereign of the provinces of Canara, Myfore, 
Travancore, Tanjore, Marava, and Madura J. That this prince, 
to defend himfelf againft the incurfions of the Mahommedans, had 
built the city of Bigenagur §, in the mountains, about eighty geo- 
metrical miles to the fouth-eaft of Goa j]. That this city, which 
gave its name to the kingdom of which it was the capital, was at- 
tacked and taken, in the year 1565, by the united force of the four 
Mahommedan principalities of the Decan **. That, in a war which 
commenced in 1650, the whole Carnatic was entirely reduced under 
the yoke of the Mahommedan kings of Bijapour and Teilingana -f-f . 


Mr. Pigot to tbe Nabob, Aug. 5tb, 1759? 
and June 23d, 1760. 
f P. 142* Dow» vol. u 
t De Faria, voU. p. 95. vol, ii, p. 83. 14^. 


§ Dow, vol, 1. 

!l Lettres Edifiantes, tom* xxlii. 

De Faria, p. 252. 
ff Dow, voL iH* 
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That in the years 1686 and 1687, the emperor Aurungzebe con- 
quered the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana. That the Nalgs 
of Tan joRE, by that conqueft, became feudatories and vaffals of 
the empire That about the year 1 696, nine years after the re- 
dudlion of the kingdoms of Bijapour and Tellingana, one Ecko-ji, 
a Maiatta, fervant to the king of Bijapour, having been called by 
the hei editary Naig of Tanjore to his affiftance, feized the country, 
which he had been called to defend §. That the Mogul Nabob of 
the Carnatic reduced Sahu-ji, the fon of the ufurpei, to an abfolute 
dependence on the empire. That the Nabob irapofed upon the 
vanquifhed Sahu-ji, an annual tiibute of thirty lacks of lupees Ij. 
That, in confideration of that fum and his entiie fubmiffion to the 
mandates of the Mogul, that monarch conferred upon him the title 
of Rajah, by an imperial Phirm^n That, during an irregular 

fuccelEon 


t P- S^» S7- 
§ P-S7- 
!| 375>o°o^‘ 

Co^lnamma from Nabob Zulphukar Ca^n Ba^ 
hander^ Nabob of the Carnatic ^ to Sahougee^ 
the Bon of Ecko ji ^Natg or Zemindar of Tanjorcm 
I have received your obligation in writing, 
containing alTurances of your humiliation, fub- 
miilion, penitence, and dejedion, and of your 
avoiding your former untoward condudl, and 
not alHftmg Ramah, begging pardon for your 
paft fault*?, and engaging to become a faithful 
fubje£l of the Empire, and alfo engaging to 
pay an annual tribute of thirty lack of rupees, 
twenty lack you will pay now, with jewels and 
elephants, and ten the next jear , and in the 
room of furnifhing me with a force, you will 
deliver up to me the forts of Pollamcottah, Cit- 
toneis, and Tank, with their diilrids, and 
alfo Cantenanaegoody, Sheamufty, Tutlegoo- 
dy nar, Imrapoor, Elvanafoor, Haulcooret, and 
Pandalum, kc, which you took from Ram 
Rage , and further, begging to have the gra- 
cious Phirmaun, pardoning your faults, and 

I 1 


giving you the title of Rajah, and the Zemin* 
dary of Tanjore — Though your faults, from 
the beginning to this time, do not meiit for- 
givenefs, and by the blefling of God, the re- 
dudion of Tanjore was as good as accomplifli- 
ed, yet as the Imperial court is replete with 
meicy and forgivenefs, and the fervants there- 
of are ever dilpofed to pardon oiTences, con- 
fidering your humiliation and fubmiilive en- 
treaties, I have agreed to your propofal, on 
condition of your difcharging the hipulated 
tribute, and not by any means al^ifting the 
rebellious Ramah. — I have fworii by the King, 
who IS the iliadovv of the Moft High (for whole 
fafety may thoufands give their lives) and hav- 
ing marked this paper with the palm of my 
hand, have fent it you, as an alTurance that 
you may, in peace of mind and in confidence, 
diicharge your tribute, deliver up the foi ts and 
diftncls, avoid any connedion with the rebel, 
and not aft in any manner whatfoever, con- 
traiy to orders; that we may write to the 
prefence of the King, and obtain for you his 
giacious Phirmaun, granting you forgivenels 

of 
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fucceffion of the pofterity of Ecko-jt in Tanjore, the fettled tribute 
was paid, and the feudatory fervices performed, by that country, 
for more than thirty years ■f*. That, when the Rajah proved re- 
fractory, his fuperior, the Nabob of Arcot, feized his country, as a 
forfeiture to the empire, and threw the revolted vaffal into prifon, 
as a punifhment for his contumacy That, though the Rajah, 
during troubles, which arofe in the Carnatic, recovered his liberty 
and government, he continued fubjeCf to the empire of the Moguls ; 
and was accountable for his tribute and feudal duties to the Nabob 
of Arcot, the mediate power between him and the throne. 

During the wars, which arofe on the coaft of Coromandel, from 
the ambition of the French and the intrigues of M. Dupleix, it has 
been fliewn, that the Rajah of Tanjore not only negleCled to pay 
his tribute, but aCted a very undutiful and faithlefs part towards 


of your faults, and giving you the title of Ra- 
jah, and the Zemindary of Tanjore, — by 
which you will be honoured and exalted 1** 

^fanjlattan of an Ohhgathn io Xulphukar 
Camn Bahauder^ from Sauhmgee^ Zmm- 
iar of Tanjore, 

It having pleafed the moft high and 
mighty Zulphakar Cawn, Nabob, to intend 
taking Tanjore from me Sahougee, Zemindar 
thereof,-— I do hereby promife and engage to 
differently from my former conduct, and to 
have no connexion with, and give no afiiftance 
to, Ram Rage, but faithfully and humbly to 
pay fubmidion to the Imperial court of his 
high Majefly, which is like Solomon’s in 
glory and magnificence , and being convinced 
that remaining his faithful fubjed muft contri- 
bute to my prefent and future welfare and ad- 
vantage, I therefore fubmit myfelf to his or- 
ders, and promife to ferve him as his vafTal ; 
and I have agreed to pay him a tribute of 
thirty lacks of rupees annually. I will now 
pay twenty lacks in ready money, jewels, and 
elephants, and I wiU be anfwerablc for ten 


lack in the next year ; and inftead of furnifh- 
ing the faid Nabob, in his expedition againft 
Gingec, with a thoufand horfe and four thou- 
fand Sepoys from my troops (as was intended), 
I will deliver him up three forts, mu:, PoIIam- 
cottah, Cittoners, and Tank, with their dif- 
trids, and alfb Culmanargoody, Sheemufty, 
Tuttegoodynar, Imrapoor, Elvanfore, Haul- 
coorchy and Pandalum, &c. which I took 
from Ram Rage ; all which I give the faid 
Nabob as a tribute. I hope, as a fervant of the 
Court, 10 receive the gracious Phirmaun m 
my name, through the means of the faid Na- 
bob, giving to me the title of Rajah, and the 
Zemmdary of Tanjore. I promife that I will 
by every means, fupport a connedion with the 
garnfons, which are placed in the new-con- 
quered countries I and I will not, in any re- 
fped, be guilty of difobedience, or deviate 
from the path of fubjedion*-— --Given this 
7th of Shavaul, in the 38th year of his Ma- 
jefty’s reign.’* 

t Rous’s Appendix, No» IV*. p. 70^ 

X P* 60. 
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his fuperior the Nabob and the Engllfti Company That though ^ P- 

he fent a force to affift them in 1752, it was after they had oh- 
tained a manifeft fuperionty, by the jundion of the Marattas and 
Myforeans f. That when they had loft that fuperiority in 1753, 
he amufed them with infidious promifes, whilft he adually treated m- 

with their enemies That his condud during the whole war, was P‘0’ 
not only uniformly deceptious §, but that he privately correfponded correfponds 
with the enemy ||, entertained their agent at his capital IF, ftopt provi- 
lions from being fent to the Englilh army, and difconcerted their 
operations That, though the French attacked his capital in 1758, 
he exhibited marks of animofity againft the Englilh, and, when he 
thought their fortune on the decline, when Madras was belieged, 
he not only refufed afliftance to them and his fuperior, the Nabob, 
but treated their reprefentative, Major Calliaud, with every mark 
of difrefped and contempt ff . That, though the power of the French contempt, 
manifeftly declined, when they were forced to raife the liege of 
Madras, he not only refufed afliftance to his fuperior the Nabob, but 
anfwered the requeft of the Prefidency with a farcafm upon their 
condud j;. 

Notwithftanding the treaty of 1 7(^2, which fettled the tribute of Tan- featy of 

jore, at lefs than half the fum paid in the moft regular times, was fo fa- no gwtitude 
vourable to Pretaupa Sing, it has appeared, that he Ihewed fo little in- 
clination to be pundual, in performing his part of the terms, that no- 
thing but his terror from th^ troops, marching to the fiege of Madura, 
could induce him to pay his fecond Kill §§. When, upon the death Succeeded by 
of Pretaupa, in December 1763111, his fon Tulja-ji fucceeded to the 
Rajalhip, he improved on his father’s obftinacy and crimes. Having 


• p 85. 

f Orme, vol. i. Lawrence’s Nar. paflim. 
J Lawrence’s Nar. p. 41. Orme, vol, i. 

§ Lawrence’s Narrative, p. 4^.. 

1 P. 87. 

k Orme, vol. i. p. 285, 286. 


Lawrence’s Narrative, 
tf Orme, vol. 11. p, 437, 

Zt Ibid. p. 465. 

§§ Rous’s Appendix, No. XHL p. 189* 
till Ibid. p. 88, 89. 
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removed the legitimate branches of his own family, either by tbe 
dagger or bowl |1, he formed a clofe connexion and eftablifhed a fe- 
cret conefpondence, with Ifoph Chan, then in adual rebellion, and 
befieged in Madura by the Nabob and Englifh When a war 
was kindled between Hyder Ali and the Englifh, the Rajah, though 
he had obtained, at the time, favours fiom the Prefidency, affifted 
their enemy with money §§. When that chief invaded the Carna- 
tic in 1769, Tulja-ji affifted him with money and provifions .fjl, 
which enabled him to carry the war to the gates of Madras, and to 
conclude a peace on his own terms. Hyder Ali was fo fenfible of 
the Rajah’s fervices, and the Rajah fo certain of the protedion and 
affiftance of that chief, that Hyder infifted, his new ally fhould 
be comprehended in the treaty W, which he didrated, in a manner, 
to the Prefidency in April 1769. Though the Prefidency, by a fub- 
terfuge, to which they endeavoured to affix a meaning ff, infifted 
upon including the Rajah in the treaty, as their friend, he did not 
confider himfelf in that light; but, on the contrary, depending upon 
the power of Hyder Ali, flopped the payment of the ftipulated tri- 
bute, which became due, juft three months after the treaty of Apiil 
1769 was concluded 

It has appeared, that the Court of Diredors were fo fenfible of 
the duplicity and treachery of the Rajah, and fo much iirltated at 
the whole of his condud, that, on the 17th of March 1769, they 
fent pofitive orders to the Prefidency, to affift the Nabob in bringing 
to a fevere account his undutiful vafTal That the Court plainly 
weie of opinion, that the treaty of 1762 had not abridged any part 
of conjlitutional rights oi the Carnatic over Tanjore. That they 
confidered that country, as a part of the Carnatic; and its Rajah 


Ij Rons’s Appendix, No. XIII. p. 198. 
f P. 147. 

§§ P- ifS* 

Mr. Du Pre’s Vindication, p. 15, 
m Ibid. 


2 


tl- Ibid. 

•* Rous’s Appendix, No XXV. p. 939. 

• P. 164, 165. Directors to the Governor 
and Council, and to the SeleCt Committee, 
March 17th, 1769. 

only 
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only a Zemindar of that province f . That he had not only de- 
ferved chaftifement for his condudt; but that the Company were 
bound to alTifi: the Nabob againft his refradtory feudatory ij.. 
It has been fliewn, that the oftenfible reafons, for not exe- 
cuting thofe orders, proceeded from circumftances very different §, 
from any amendment in the behaviour of the Rajah. That the Pre- 
fidency, who weie, by no means, prejudiced in favour of the Na- 
bob, declared that the Rajah certainly defeived chaftifement, for 
having affifted the enemy of the Carnatic, with money and piovi- 
fions, and for delaying the payment of the peifhcuifh, fettled by the 
treaty of 1762 ||. That, in the end of the year 1770, the Rajah’s 
correfpondence with Hyder and the Marattas, which two powers he 
invited to an invafion of the Carnatic, was difeovered, by the Prefi- 
dency, as well as the Nabob 1 [. That, whilft he folicited foreign 
enemies to attack the Nabob, he himfelf adtually took up arms againft 
the dependents and vaffals of that prince j.. That when the Englifh 
Prefident wrote to the Rajah to fufpend hoftihties, inftead of paying 
attention to that application, he conveyed infult and impertinence, in 
his anfwer That, upon the whole, the intrigues of the Rajah, 
wdth the avowed enemies of the Carnatic, his taking up arms againft 
the dependents of a prince, to whom he himfelf was tributary ff, 
his breach of the treaty of 1762, of which the Company were gua- 
rantees, his oppofition to the Englifh commerce, his connection with 
other European factories, his avowed difobedience to his fupeiior, 
his ingratitude to his proteCtors, his behaviour in the late war, the 
danger that might refult from his known chaiaCter, in any futuie 
war, rendered it juft, expedient and neceffary, to bring him to a 
fevere account *. 

t 165, 4- Ibid. 

t Ibid. ** Ibid. No. XXr. p. 609. 

§ Rous's Appendix, No. XXV, p. 939. ff Preiidenc to Nabob, Peb, 20th, 1771. 

II Ibid, * Rous’s Appendix, No. XXIL p. 685, 

<8 Ibid, No. XXil. p. 569. 

Though 
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Though the condud of the Rajah appeared to the Prefidency to 
merit the ultimate chaftifement of war, it has been ftiewn, that the 
Nabob pieferred negodation to boftilily 'f. That when the dedfion 
of arms became neccffary j:, he vefted bis eldeft fon with powers, to 
accommodate matters with the Rajah §. That when an agent was 
fent with letters to Tanjoie, from the Prefident, the General, and 
the young Nabob, Tulja-ji treated him with indignity, and his dif- 
patches with contempt [j. That notwithftanding, when a pradica- 
ble breach was made, a peace was concluded, fo favourable to the 
Rajah, that the Prefidency expreffed the higheft diflatisfadion, on. 
that head That, from the known charader and views of Tulja-ji, 
it was the opinion of the Prefidency, that a fecond expedition againft 
Tanjore would foon become neceffary 4. ; and that nothing fliort of 
the abfolute redudion of the Rajah could preferve the peace of the 
Carnatic. That this opinion was verified by the fubfequent conduft 
of the Rajah, who renewed his intrigues, with foreign powers, as 
foon as the guns, which had breached his walls, were withdrawn 
from the batteries That he demanded fuccours from the Marat- 
tas "tt, affured Hyder, that he had no other protedor % promifed to 
aflift that chief, in difmembering the Carnatic entered into in- 
trigues, treaties and agreements for a miliiary affiftance, with the 
Dutch of Negapatnam, Danes of Tranquehar §§, and Fiench at Pon- 
dicherry |j|j. That, inftead of treating the juft authority of his fupe- 
rior, with becoming refped, he had refufed, upon requifition, to 
alTift him with troops, in terms of his tenure f f . That he received, 

f Rous's Apperdix, No. XXII. p. 686, **■ Ibid. No. XXV. 934. No. XXVn. 

687. 693. p. 1107, no8, 11C9. 

J Ibid, p. 7zS. 44 Ibid. No. XV. p 230, 

§ Ibid. p. 724. » ib,d. No. XXVII. p. nil, &c. 

J Ibid No, XXIV. p. 86j, 866. JJ Ibid. 

^ Ibid. No. XXn, p, 801, Sox, No* §§ Ibid, p, 1113, &c. 

XXV, p. 929, 930, 9ji, jjll Mr. Du Pro’s Vindication, pafliffl. 

+ Ibid. No. XXIl. p. 799, Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1109. 

proteded 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 


247 


prote£ted and aided the enemies of the Nabob 4 -} encouraged depre- 
dations in his country and negledied to pay the money i f, ftipu- 
lated by the agreement, to the obfervance of which he had folemnly 
fworn, in the month of Odtober 1771 ff. 

Upon the whole, it has been fliewn, that the Rajah, by with- 
holding, for more than two years §§, the tribute ftipulated to be an- 
nually paid to the Nabob, had broken the treaty of 1 762, to which 
the Company were guarantees. That the Company were bound, by 
that treaty, which they themfelves had made, to aflift the Nabob 
againft the Rajah |jj|. That, though the Rajah, as a tributary to the 
Carnatic, was in juftice bound to furnifli his quota of men and mo- 
ney, towards the general defence, he refufed both, and alEfted the 
enemy. That the Prefidency of Fort St. George, by the exprefs 
orders of their fuperiors, were obliged to give their affiftance to the 
Nabob, in preferving the peace of the Carnatic, as well as the rights 
and dignity of his government That the dangerous intrigues, 
preparations, and even hoftilities of the Rajah had broken that peace 
of which they were the guardians f . That their duty to their fupe- 
riors, their engagements to the Nabob, and even felf-prefervation f , 
forced them to take the field §. That, when a war was once com- 
menced, they could only appear, as they themfelves uniformly ac- 
knowledged, in the light of allies, auxiliaries or mercenaries. That, 
in none of thofe charaiSers, they poflefTed, or pretended to poflefs, 
any right to what might be obtained by victory, except the plunder 
of places taken by ftorm j[. That, as Tanjore was a part of the 
Carnatic, as being tributary to that province, the keeping pofiTeffion 
of that place', when reduced, or the giving it to any other* than 


4 - Rous’s Appendix, No, XXVIL p. 1109, 
Ibid, p* u 10. 
f f Ibid. 

II Ibid. No. XXIV. 

§§ Ibid. No. XXV. p. 939, Mr, Du Pro’s 
Appendix, pafiim, 

3 


lilt Treaty dated Sept, zoth, 1762. 

* Letter of March 17th, 1769. 

t ‘P- 195- 

J Rous’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. in8. 
§ ibid. |\ ij 17 & paiiira. 

If Ibid, 
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its lord paramount, the Nabob, would have been, in the Company, 
a dhed infringement of the treaty of Paiis, which guaranteed Ma- 
hommed Ali, in the entire and exclufive pofleffion of the whole 
country If. That, granting Tanjore had not been a part of the Car- 
natic, a pofition which we deny, it became a part of that country, 
when it was conquered by the aims of the Nabob, in a neceflary, 
regular, and foleran war. That, as foon as it became a part of the 
Cainalic, by conqueft, which is the leaft difputable of all rights, it 
immediately fell under the fecurity of the tieaty of Paris. That 
nothing but another conqueft, or a voluntary ceflion of Tanjore, by 
the Nabob himfelf, could alienate it from that piince. That the 
Company, by taking poflelGon of it, by keeping it for themfelves, or 
transferring its revenue and government to another, not only in- 
fringed the guarantee of the ftate, but committed an a£t of private 
injuftice, if not robbery, which ought to be, and perhaps is, punifli- 
able by the laws of their country 4-. That, by reftoring Tanjore to 
the Rajah, or, w’hat in fa£t is the cafe, tjieir feizing it for themfelves, 
they broke a folemn contrad, concluded with the Nabob, under the 
faith of their own feal 

The merits of the cafe being ftated, it may not be improper, to 
contraft the charaders of the perfons, principally concerned. The 
Nabob of Arcot pofTefies the acknowledged and lawful fove- 
reignty of the whole Carnatic, by the fundamental laws of the Mo- 
gul empire, and by the regular and legal phirmans of all the fuccef- 
five emperors, who have fwayed the feeptre of Delhi, for thirty years. 
Tulja-ji is defeended of an illegitimate branch of the family of a 
Maratta adventurer, who wrefted Tanjore, a part of the Carnatic^ 
by treachery, from the hereditary Naig, who was himfelf a vaffal to 


«[[ Vide nth article of the Tieaty of Pans, bob paid to tlieir army^ as mercenanes^ a gife 
Feb. 1763. of fev'cn lacks of pagodas (280,000],), befides 

4- P# 195 & palilm. the enonnous expences of the expedition* 

♦ Under the faith of this cenatrad, the Na- 


the 
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the Mogul. Mahommed All has adhered, without deviation, for 
more than thiity yeais, to the Enghflj inteiefl:, and the EnghOi 
caufe. The father of the Rajah, and after him the prefent Rajah, 
were, duiing that period, uniformly tieacherous, and often hoUile 
to their fuperior, and always faithlefs to his allies. The Nabob, 
befides his other expences in defending the Carnatic, againft the 
enemies of the Enghfh, as well as his own, had paid, from the year 
1750 to the end of 1773, 17,984,916 pagodas, a fam exceeding 
SEVEN MILLIONS STERLING, into the Company's calh f. The 
Rajah, whofe territories lay in the heait of the Carnatic, inftead of 
furnifliing his proportion of the general expence of defence, aflifted 
the enemies of the country, with money and provifions. The Na- 
bob deviated, on no occafion, from his engagements to the Com- 
pany. Tulja-ji broke their treaties, difregarded their guarantee, and 
infulted their principal fervants. The Nabob is not lefs different m 
his private charader, than in his public behaviour, from the new fa- 
vourite, whom the Court of DIredors have preferred to an old friend. 
Mahommed Ali was not only dutiful to his father, but affedionate 
to brothers, who had lebelled againft his government ; yet, whom 
he not only pardoned, but ftill maintains, together with their fami- 
lies, at an expence, fuitable to their dignity. Tulja-ji was fufpeded 
of having murdered his father ; and he adually cut off, upon his 
acceflion, as has been already related, almoft all his relations. The 
firft is virtuous in his private life, juft and dignified in his public 
condud. The fecond is addided to almoft eveiy vice, that depraves 
and difgt aces human nature; and his public tranfadions have been 
uniformly marked with treachery and folly. 

The chain of fads, with the arguments, which naturally arofe 
from thofe fads, contained in the preceding pages, and founded 
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f **The money, which I have paid into the “ The rest is well known to others now in 
Company’s caibjfmce the year 1 75a, amounts England.’’ Nabob to Sir Robert Hailand^ 
“ to 17,984,916 pagodas (7,193,9661. 8 s,)— Jan. ijih, 1/74. 
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cEiefly on tlie authority of the papers publiflied by the DuecRors, in 
their o\^ndcfencet may be thought fufBcientto decide the judgment of 
the public. But the cariying forward aconcife narrative of tranfac- 
tions to the reftoration of Tanjore, may not be diiagreeable to fome 
readers. In the year 1772, the mifmanagements of the Company 
abroad, but chiefly their pecuniary diftielles at home, reached the 
ears of the nation, and rouzed, in fome degiee, the attention of 
government. The matter, when fet afloat in parliament, was tofled 
and tumbled, with all that vehemence and indecifion, which aie the 
charaderiftics of numerous affemblies. A fubjed rude and without 
form, extenfive in itfelf, and rendered ftill moie intricate and pei- 
plexed, by thofe who dreaded an enquiry, was not likely to receive 
much light or benefit, from the defultory examination of men averfe 
to application and labour. Committees were appointed to inteirogate 
witneffes, and to examine records. Much time was loft, but little 
information gained. A bill was, at length, introduced and pafled, 
which was fo much amended in its progrefs, that it fell fhort of its 
objed. A change made in the government of Bengal rendered that 
opulent province lefs fubjed than formerly to the controul of the 
Court of Diredors.. But the lefs fortunate coaft of Coromandel was 
left as a field for the exeicife of their talents, and the exeition of 
their authority. 

The principal difcovery made by the Committees, who examined 
the affairs of India, was, in all appearance, conveyed to them, by 
fome members of the Court of Diiedois, who were difpleafed, at 
the fhort duration of thdr own power. They leprefented, that the 
mifmanagements abroad arofe chiefly, from that difregard to the or- 
ders fent from home, which had been naturally encouraged, by thofe 
iluduations in men and opinions, which had fprung from a frequent 
choice of Diredors. T o give permanency to the power of Diredois, 
was the only way to fecure the obedience of Prefidencies. This fug- 
geftion was feized with eagernefs, by men averfe to the labour of an 
4 annual 
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annual exertion of influence. Vainly imagining that gratitude was ^ 
a flronger pafEon than fear, they hoped to gain by a favour, peifons c— — 
whom that veiy favour placed beyond thor conlroul. The perma- 
nency fo mu^h recommended and requefted was accordingly given 
j-o the Court of Diiedtors; but, inftead of producing amendment, it vvhicb.imieaj. 
ferved to confiim, and perpetuate the old fyftem, with all itserrois 
and abfurdity. The Com t became, at once, independent of Go- 
veinment and the Proprietors. The latter weie, in faft, reduced to ihepropne- 
mere cyphers, though they were ftill amufed, with the yearly mockery 
of voting for fix Diredlois ; who had adtually fecured their eledtion, 
by an agieement with the eighteen brethren, whom they had left 
behind the bar, the year before. Thus the Directors therafelves, like TLeDitcaors 
the parliament of Pans, became their own eledfors ; whilfl an im- 
provident Government and an ill-ufed Proprietary were left fpedla- 
tors of meafures, which they could not prevent, and which were too 
troublefome to be reverfed. 

The Court feeling their own independence, began to think of the Thevthmkof 
means of tui nmg it to the heft advantage. The law, which had Independence 
rendered them perpetual didatois, had unluckily depiived them of toadvanuge. 
Bengal, their heft and mofl: defireable province. On the Coaft, fome 
advantages and much refentment ftill remained. A conqueft had Tonjorepro- 

„ , ^ , . 1 » r • r that ad« 

been made of an opulent provinccj under the aulpices or agovernorj ^amaoe, 
who, having come by accident to the chair, had not, perhaps, of- 
fered the cuftomary Nazir, to his fuperiors. Mahomraed Ali, though 
perfecuted by feivants, had not yet felt the heavy hand of the maf- 
ters, toconeflhira, for his defedtion to the date. The date, wuih Nabob deli- 

veied by co- 

peculiar refpedl to the Company, had deliveied the vidim into their verrment into 
hands; but the hurry arifing from apaiharaentary enquliy, had hi- 
thei to prevented the building of the altar, on which the Idctifice was 
to be made. A new governor for Madias, to officiate as high-piieft, 

^ Cr’fjG-^ tro 

at the intended ceremony, was ftill to be found ; and as the choice v,£t!<n. 
pieces weie to become his peiquifites, there w'ere many candidates for 
the office. 

K k 2 The 
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The intrigues of Leadenhall-Street aie frequently too dark to be 
traced, and are feldom worth the labour of detedion. The Court of 
Dirediors having, by a fmall majority, nominated a governor for Fort 
St, George, in the beginning of 1775, their nomination was revetfed 
by the Proprietors, by a ftill fmaller fuperiority of voles. The objedf 
of the Company’s choice was Lord Pigot, who, before he attained 
the rank of an In£h Baron, had managed the affairs of the Compa- 
ny, for fome years, as their Prefident, on the coaft of Coromandel. 
Such parts of the conduft of Mi. Pigot, in that ftation, as fuited the 
public eye, have been explained, with the ftiidleft impartiality, in 
the preceding part of this work. Other things we have chofcn to 
leave in the lhade, fiom a refpedl due to the dead. Befides, 
the misfortunes, which attended the latter part of Lord Pigot’s life, 
though they cannot juftify his meafures, claim an indulgence, againft 
the feverity of animadverfion. But an undeviating attention tofuch 
truths, as are abfolutely neceffary to explain our fubjed, muftfupei- 
fede every other confideratlon. 

Mr. Pigot, having returned to Europe, foon after the conclu- 
fion of the laft peace, had fucceflively obtained the rank of a Ba- 
ronet and that of a peer of Ireland. Though pofTeffed of thofe 
honours and an ample fortune, Lord Pigot, after having paffed 
twelve years in England, growing fuddenly tired of the vapid plea- 
fures of an idle life, lefolved to folicit the government of Madras^ 
and to return to India. More motives, than a love of bufinefs, 
probably fuggefted this refolution to his 1 ordfliip. The treaty of 
1762, which had fettled money-matters between the "Nabob of Ar- 
cot and his vaffal the Rajah of Tanjore, had been, for various rea- 
fons, the favourite meafure of bis former government. The vague 
repoilG, concerning the depiivacion of the Rajah, had been con- 
firmed to his Lordfhip, by a letter from Moodoo-Kiftna, a Dubaflv 
wliofc fieady frlendfiiipbad remained unimpaired, during an abfence of 

^ many 



THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 


253 


many years. This faithful Dubafli, having rented lands to a veiy ^ ’• 

confideiable amount from Tulja-ji"^, lamented the fall of that 
Rajah, with all the fincenty of a grateful tenant. In the warmth 
of his zeal, he ptobably reprefented to his noble friend, the cafe of 
“ that monaich” in a vciy different light, from that eftablilhed, 
by inconfroveitible evidence, in the preceding part of this work. 

To his reprefentations of the injuftice of the rcdudion of Tan- Hisrealcar- 
jore, Moodoo-Kiftna probably added thofe reports of the cruelties of the regions of 
the Nabob, which were induftrioufly ciiculated in the beginning of 
1775, in Leadenhall-Street. It was alleged that Tulja-ji was clofely 
confined in a dungeon at Tanjoie; and, at the fame time, that 
he was in irons at Tiitchinopoly. Though thefe two ftoiies could ® 

^ ^ ^ ^ dun^eoti at: 

not poffibly be true, they were both believed, by fome tender-hearted Tanjorc and 
perfons in the India-houfe ; if their own allegations deferve any 'rntcinnopo- 
credit. Some feeling clerks in office diflblved into tears, upon 

hearing the melancholy tale ; and even a few Diredlors, at the 

^ '* Indnhoufejn 

weekly feaft in the London Tavern, were obferved to abftain from ‘ews 
the delicacies of the Company’s table, when they heard the fad le- wrTauiam' 
verfe of fallen Majesty. Lord Pigot himfelf, traosfeiring all his 
fiiendffiip for Pretaupa, to the unfortunate Tulja-ji, refolved to pafs 
immediately to Afia, to fave the life of the devoted Raiah, fiom 
the dagger of Mahommed Ali. That hardened prince, it had been pafsintoAfi>, 
found by experience, was capable of any injuflice. Though he had 
appointed Lord Pigot his agent in England, much of the falary 
annexed to the office remained unpaid. The Nabob, it feems, had negieUed to 
fiielteied himfelf under the trite maxim, “ that no reward ought 
“ to be given, where no fervice is pei formed and had confe- 
quently been unpardonably negligent, in his remittances. 

Though a majority of the Court of Directors had voted, for an- Hi-i Loid- 
other Governor, they were not fo much attached to their former fjo/tiu-u 

^ Onginal Paper?, vol. in. p» 124, 

choiCCj 
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choice, as to cany their rercntmeiit to any fleady oppofition to the 
mcafares piopofed, by the noble Lord recommended, by their con- 
ftituents. The party, who had oppofed the nomination of Mi. 
Paimbold, acquired credit and confequently influence, by the deci- 
fion of the Pioprietors, in favour of Lord Pigot. The event of the 
contefl; brought to the latter all the advantages, denved fiom vidlo- 
ly. A new light fell upon the Inclia-hoafe, winch laid open at 
one view, to the Diredois, all their own negligences and the errois 
of their piedecelTois. The obtaining or enjoying a government in 
India, without the fplendour of feme great revolution, was an ob- 
jedl beneath, the dignity of a n:ohle4>^rfop, who had already made a 
diftinguiflied figure, in the affairs of the Baft. The example of 
another Lord, who had new-modelled the tenure of the Company in 
Bengal, was an inducement to emulation, though not an objedl of 
jealotify. The diftrefs of Tulja-ji, and the mciits of his father, 
brought the foftci feelings of pity and gratitude to the aid of the 
moie flurdy paffion of ambition. 

The Nabob of Arcot, though he had unifoitrdy fulfilled his engage- 
raents to the Company, had, in his attention to fiicnds in the Baft, 
negleaed thofe in the Weft. He had befides, been fufficiently hai dy 
to have appealed lo a Government, who had fuffeted a fignal defeat, 
in the conteft, which had given a new governoi to Foit St. Geoige. 
Thefe reafons, combining themfelves with the wifties of a fuccels- 
ful oppofition in the India-Houfe, left Loid Pigot and his paity the 
arbiteis of the fate of the Carnatic. Orders and infirudions were 
framed, lefs confiftent with the former condud of the Diiedot s, than 
fuitable to their prefent views. Thefe views were fo powerful, in 
their effed, that, in the purfuit of them, all regard to matter of fad, 
as well as to juftice, was overlooked. The orders of the Court of 

Diredois, for removing Mr. Wynch and appointing Lord Pigot, to- 
gether 



THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 253- 

gether with the commiffion to the latter, we may fafely affirm, are ^ 

not to be paialleled, in the records of any body of men vefted with ' » 

authority. Ignoiance, which by itfelf only merits contempt, af- 
fumes, in thofe papers, a prefumptuous form, which might juftify merits con-^ 
indignation, were the authors worthy of a paffion of any dignity, mdigmuon. 
In eveiy fentence, nay in eveiy line, the Diretftois not only contra- Dneaors 

rr contradid 

diffc matter of fa£t, but fly in the face of their own records, with a faa, and their 

total want of caution, which is liable to detedion, and confequently «cords. 

muft meet with dilgrace, and ought to fuffer punifhment. The fads, 

which we have eflablifhed, by incontrovertible evidence, in the pieced- 

ing pages, a>c diamctiically oppofite to all the allegations contained 

in the oideis of Apnl the lath 1775. If theDiredors willchufe to 

deny this truth, they muft own, that they have impofed spurious impofpd 

^ ^ ^ on the public, 

Ri CORDS on the world, in the volumes, which they have publiflied in 
their owm defence. 

To purfue thefe orders, thiough all their mazes of abfurdity and Orders eca- 
ignorance, would be a laboiious and undignified talk. We ftiall, 
however, examine briefly the moft material ; though to anfwer ill- 
founded allegations, may give them a confequence, which they do 
not defcive. “ We have been uniform in our orders,” fay the Di- 
redors of 1775, “ prohibiting our fervants from extending' the ter- 
“ rkoiies of the Company and the Nabob But the redudiou of 
Taniore w^as not extending the Nabob’s territories. That country 
was .already in the heart of his dominions, defended by his refources rtafons. 
and arms, fubjed, under certain ftipulations, to his government, 
liable to fall as a foifciture into his hands, upon the difobedience of 
its Rajah, and in every refped a part of the Carnatic. The true 
meaning of former ordeis, againft enlaiging terntories, was to cir- 
cumfciibe the extent of country to be defended, and to limit the ex- 


pence 


of defence. The redudion of Tanjore, inftead of increafing 


^ Ro'i/s Appendix^ No, IX* p. i <15, Paragrapli 27* 
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c the prefent expcnce, was providing againft a future %vafte. It was 

u— V * — ' the removing an internal enemy, and the obtaining refouices againll 
foteign invaders. Befides, the treaty of 1762 was fuperior, in au- 
thority, to any orders from the Conit of Directors, could even thefe 
orders be conftrued to extend to territories, within the limits and go- 
vernment of the Carnatic. The Rajah had broke that treaty. * The 
Company were bound to affift the Nabob. A war was begun, which 
terminated in a conqueft. That conqueft veiled an indefeafible right 
to the territory of Tanjore, in the Nabob ; and the Company’s or- 
ders could not affedt that right, without violating the law of nature 
2nd nations, the guarantee of their fovereign, and the tenure, by 
which they held their oWti fettlemerfts On the coaft. 


Dire£lors 
convifled of a 
Hiifrepreferi' 
tation of faiiits 
from their 
o\Yii records. 


“ We can by no means allow,” fay the Diredlors, that you were 
“ warranted in reclining to arms, fo long as the king of Tanjore’s 
“ vackeel declared himfelf ready and willing to fettle affairs 
The Diredors allude to the expedition of 1771, of which they 
themfelves had approved in the moft ample and folemn manner -f-. 
They aver, that the Rajah’s vackeel was ready and willing to fettle 
affairs. But it appears, from the papers which they have pubhflied, 
in their own defence, “ that the Nabob had opened his demand to 
“ the Tanjore vackeel. But that the vackeel declared, he had no 
“ powers to accommodate the matter How could the vackeel 
have powers, when his mafter meant nothing lefs, than a reafonable 
accommodation § The Diredors have llnce owned in their defence, 
thatTulja-ji “ ufed delays, procraftinations and evafions, in order to 
“ wafte the time, till the fetting in of the rains and the riling of the 
mottfoon fliould deprive the Nabob and the Englihi of the power 


* Rouses No, IX* p* 146, ment, efpecially for Ins fapponing tl^e nglits 

graph 31* of the Nabob of Arcot Ang tjyz, 

f Vide public thanks to Mr, Du Frfi fo? % Roas*s Appendix, Noo XXtL p* 726. 

every part of lus condud* during hi® govern- | ibid, p, yiS, 7a:* 


of 
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“ of the power of military compulfion, for the feafon.” What aie 
we to think of the morality of men, who advance falfehoods for 
fails ? what of their knowledge, when they are ignorant of the 
very i-ecords, which they pubhihed, in their own defence 

The Directors affirm, in their orders for the reftoration of Tan- 
jore to the Rajah, that it was, at the requeji of the Nabob and Pre- 
taupa Sing, that the Prelidency became guarantees to the treaty of 
1762 -f-. But we have already fhewn, that the tieaty was forced on 
the Nabob. That Mr. Pigot framed it without his confent. That 
he feized the Nabob’s chop, and put it, with his owm hand, to the 
paper :{; ; and that even Pietaupa Sing w'ould have been glad to fore- 
go the benefit of that treaty, could he have retained the money, ex- 
pended m the cduife of the negociation §. The redudion of Tan- 
jore, fay the intelligent Directors, was “ a diredl violation of the 
“ treaty of 1762, and contrary to our repeated inftruClions [[.” 
The firfl. is an extraordinary pofition in politics, and worthy of the 
wifdora of a body, who difpofe of kingdoms, with the daffi of a 
pen. Why are treaties formed, but to be equally binding on the 
parties ? Plad not the Rajah broken that treaty, and forced the gua- 
rantees to take up arms againft him Did not a regular and folemn 
war commence, which ended in another treaty, in which the former 
was not fo much as mentioned ? Does not war, according to the law 
of nations and the univerfal confent of mankind, extinguifh all 
prior treaties f ? Can any treaties, eftabliflied before a rupture, re- 
cover their former force, without being named, in the agi cement, 
between the contending parties, which terminates the rupture ? 
Would the Directors hold it forth, as a maxim, that an agreement 


CHAP. 

Vlil. 


They aie 
convided of 
mifreprcfent'^ 
ing other 

True <1 a re of 
the matter. 


They are a- 
gam CO nv idl- 
ed. 


Fadls, argu- 
ments and 
reafonsft 


^ The noted orders of April 12th 1775* 
feem to confound togethei men and things, 
feafons and years, treaties and agieements, m 
one confufed mals. 

f Rouse's Appendix, No* IX* p. 153. 


t P. 127* 

§ P. 128. 

II Rous's Appendix, No. IX, p. 153, 
f Ibid. No. XXn. p. 723. 
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contradiil: 

themfelves- 


TJielr mock 
reiloration of 
the Rajab, 


They feize 
revenues. 


Repak bis 
forts at his 
expence, yet 
fe’ze them 
ioxthemfelves* 

They ftnp 
their monarch 
of all his pre- 
rogative. 

Limit his 
guards. 


between a fuperior and his vafTal is binding on the former, and not 
on the latter? If neither Pretaupa Sing nor his fon were bound, by 
the treaty of 1762, or amenable to animadverfion, for a breach of 
it, why was the treaty fent to Tanjore, to be confirmed by the figna- 
ture and oath of the Rajah ? And if the Rajah was not accountable 
for deviating from the treaty, what meaning do the Diredfois annex 
to the Company’s guarantee, who folemnly piomifed to affift the party, 
who Ihould adhere to the treaty, againft the party failing to adhere * ? 

“We have determined,” fay the Diredlois, “ to replace the king 
“ of Tanjore on the throne of his ancefors, upon certain terms and 
“ conditions, for the mutual benefit of himfelf and the Company^ 
“ without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, Nabob of the 
Carnatic f.” This felf-contiadiaing paragraph muft be feparated, 
to be expofed. But how have the Diredtors leftored their mock- 
monarch to his throne ? They infift, that he Ihall admit a garrifon of 
their troops, into his capital That he fhall affign revenues to the 
Company fufficient for the maintenance of the faid troops, and for- 
providing military ftores §. That, “ if the expence of the garnfon 
“ fliall exceed the amount of the revenues fo affigned, then the king 
“ of Tanjore fliall make good the deficiency I].” That all repairs of 
fortifications fliall be condudled, by the Company’s engineer, at the 
hng*^ expence. That no treaty with foreign powers fliall be con- 
cluded by the king, without the concurrence of the Company IT. 
That the number of native guaids, neceflary for fupporting the 
DIGNITY of his Majesty’s government, fliall be fixed by the Go- 
vernor and Council of Foit St. George, and not exceeded nor aug- 
mented, by the hng, on any account or pretence whatever Such 
is the manner, in which the Eaft India Company reflore a king “ to - 

Vide Treaty Sept, sotli, 176:^. j[ Ibid, 

f Orders, 5. No. IX, p. 154. <[[ Jbid, p. 155, 

I Ibid. Ibid. 

I ibid. 

the 
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«' the throne of his anceftors !’’ They place a military force in his 
capital, make an indefinite demand on his revenues, preclude him 
from the prerogative of every Sovekeign, to make any treaty, and 
limit the number of guards for his petfon yet thefe very men de- 
clare, in the fame page “ that no diminution of his authority is 
intended by them!” The divifion of Poland, which lately aftonifhed 
Europe, was not half fo barefaced a perverfion of the eftabliflied 
laws of nature and nations, as the pretended reftoration, made by a 
trading fociety, under the eye of a ftate of which they are fubjeds. 

The Diredors, in the paragraph juft cited, fay, “ That they had 
“ determined to replace the King of Tanjore on the throne of his 
‘‘ anceftois, without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally Khan, 
“ Nabob of the Carnatic.” How often muft we repeat fads, to 
convid fuch men of ignorance, or wilful deception ! It has been 
proved, by the raoft inconteftible evidence, that neither the Rajah, 
nor his anceftors, poffefled the title, rights, or independence of roy- 
alty. That the firft of the race was a Maratta plunderer, 
who feized Tanjore, by perfidy, about eighty years ago, and ex- 
pelled the hereditary Naig. That Tanjore, before it was feized by 
that Maratta, was fubjed to the Mogul empire. That the Nabob of 
the Carnatic, in vindication of the right of his Sovereign to Tan- 
jore, reduced the fon of the Maratta to a total dependence on the 
Nabobflhip of Arcot. That the tribute of Tanjore was fettled at the 
annual fum of thirty lacks of rupees ; and that the Naig of that 
country was fo far from arrogating to himfelf the appellation of 
King, that he, for the firft time, received the title of Rajah, from 
bis SoTEitEiGN, the Mogul 

“ Without infringing the rights of Mahmud Ally! f’’ This ora- 
cular order is worthy of the enlightened Divan of Leadenhall-ftreet. 
It reminds us of the anfwer of a late great ftatefman, who, when 

t Rous’s Appendix, No, IX. o. 154. 60, 61, 6z. 

* Vide paffim. chap. in. p. 56, 57, 5S, 55, f Rous’s Appendix, No. IX. p. 154. 
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Recaoit'ila- 
t on from the 
records of the 
Diredors 
continued. 


confulted by his Sovereign, on. a peiilous occafion, recommended 
“ vigorous meafures with moderation.” There is a degree of 
ridicule in making any ferious reply to nonfenfe ; but an adherence 
to that maxim, would leave the Court of Eaft India Directors un- 
anfwered in all their late literary compofitions. Were not the lights 
of Mahommed Ah infringed, by depriving him of a country, which 
fell under his government, by a regular conqueft, in a folemn, juft 
and neceflary war ? Was not Tanjore a province of the Mogul em- 
pire, depending and paying tribute to the Nabob of the Carnatic» 
long befoie the Company extended their views beyond the fands o^ 
Madras ? Was not the Rajah often punched, and fometiraes deprived, 
when he failed in the performance of his duty, as a vaffal to the 
Nabob of the Carnatic ? Did not the Company themfelves, in the 
tieaty of 1762, acknowledge, in the moft Iblemn mannei, the an- 
cient dependence of Tanjore on the Carnatic, whilft they fettled the 
amount of the futuie tribute ? Did that tieaty compiehend any thing 
relative to Tanjore, except the mere adjuftment of accounts and the 
fettlement of the peiflicufli, to be annually paid by the Rajah Did 
it pieclude, or even mention, the acknowledged and undoubted con- 
Jhtutional rights of the Cainatic, to the Rajah’s affiftance, in time of 
war ^ Did the Rajah give that affiftance? On the contrary, did he not 
aid the enemy of the Carnatic and Englifli with money and provi- 
fions ? Was not a former Court of Directors fo fenfible of the Ra- 
jah’s having broken every tie, which bound him to his fuperior, 
that they fent pofitive orders, the 17th of Maich, 1769, to bring 
him to a fevere account for his condudb 5 and to affift the Nabob 
againft him, in a manner fuitable to thejuftice of his claims, and the 
dignity of Ins government ? 

Did the Rajah of Tanjore adhere to the treaty of 1762, of which 
the Company were the pledged guarantees ? Did he not, for two 
years, piior to the expedition of 1771, with-hold the ftipulated 
2 tribute ? 
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tribute ? Did he not kindle a war, in the heart of the Carnatic, by 
invading its vaflfals and dependents ^ Did he pay any attention to the 
friendly interference of the Prefidency, to prevent a rupture be- 
tween him and the Nabob ? On the contrary, did he not difregard 
the guaiantee of the Company ; and force their fervants, from felf- 
prefervation, as well as in fuppoit of the rights of the Nabob, to 
take the field ? Did he not make treaties with foreign powers, fend 
bribes to foreign ftates, to invade the territories of his fupeiior, after 
a folemn treaty had been fettled between him and the Nabob ? Did 
he not form connedions with other European Companies, alienate 
to them a part of his countiy, and receive their aid, to fupport him 
againft his fuperior, and the Englifh Company ? Was not a fecond 
expedition undertaken againft his capital, in which the Company’s 
troops were declared, by- the Prefidency, to be only auxiliaries ? Did 
not the Piefidency of Fort St. George, under the feal of the Com- 
pany, enter into an eventual agieement, that Tanjore fhould re- 
main in the hands of the Nabob, in cafe of conqueft ? Did not that 
conqueft take place, and give the Nabob, as principal in the war, 
a decifive and inconteftible title to Tanjoie ? 

Did not the Nabob fulfil all his ftipulations, relative to Tanjore, 
with the Prefidency >’ Did he not defray the whole expences of the 
expedition, pay the captors for their right to the plunder of the 
place, advance feven lacks of pagodas, as a piefent to the army ? 
Did he not, upon the ledudion of Tanjoie, pay all the Rajah’s 
debts to the Englifh and others Did he not ledeem thofe diftrids 
of the province of Tanjore, vihich the Rajah had alienated, fold or 
mortgaged to the Dutch at Nagoie, to the Danes near Tranquebar, 
and to the French, lound their fetllement at Cancal '* Did he not 
enter into regular treaties with thofe three nations, under the fanc- 
tlon of the Plenipotentiary of the King of Great Britain, and the 
Reprefentatives of the Eaft India Company at Madras ? Was not the 

Nabob 


CHAP. 

VIII. 
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? 775 » 


Nabob obliged to borrow money, to difcharge all thofe engagements, 
from the inhabitants of Madras, and the country bankers, or fou- 
cars ? Was not the country of Tanjore the Nabob's right, by a kind 
of purchafe, as well as by forfeiture and conquefl; ? Have not the 
Company, though only auxiliaries, or rather mercenaries in the war, 
deprived the principal in that war of his conquefl:, in breach of 
every law, which binds public focieties ? And do a fet of Directors 
prefume to affirm, in the face of the world, that they have reftoied 
Tanjoie, “ without infringing the rights of Mahommed Ali 

The manner in which this flagrant injuftice was committed, was 
fcarcely lefs barefaced, than the prefumption of defending fuch a 
a breach of the faith of treaties, before an infulted Public. We have 
already fliewn, that the Court of Diredtors, after having the moft 
full and regular information of the motives, which induced the Pre- 
fidency to affift the Nabob againft the Rajah in 1771, approved of 
that meafure, in the moft ample manner That the fame Court 
had received, on the 26th of March, 1774 three weeks before 
the latter fhips of the feafon failed, intelligence of the taking of 
Tanjore, with the whole materials relative to the expedition; but 
that they remained totally filent. That, in the courfe of thefummer 
iy74, they received feveral difpatches relative to the fame fubjed, 
and the fubfequent meafures, which arofe from the fame tranfadion. 
That during the winter of 1774, and for more than two months of 
1775, they obferved the fame?, myfteiious filence, which feemed to 
imply a thorough approbation, at leaft a tacit confent The truth is, 
the refolution relative to the reftoration of Tanjm-e, originated in the 
appointment of Lord Pigot to the government of Madras. Though the 
reftoration was the principal motive, which induced his Lordihip to 
brave the dangers of a long voyage, and the difeafes of a hot cli- 

* Mr. Da Pre’s Vindicatioii, laft page. 1364. 1366, 

Rou&’s Appendix, No. XXVII. p. 1361. 

mate, 
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mate, at an advanced period of life, the meafure was fo strong, ^ 
that he proceeded with extreme caution. Having opened his mind u- — >, — 

Cauuoub c^e- 

to the Chairman and Deputy-chaifman, men of diftinguimed Public veiopement 
Virtue, he awakened the feelings of humanity, for decayed 
Majfsty, in their fympatheiic bofoms. But, notwithftanding this 
thaw in the breafts of the two leaders, it was ftill feared, that feme 
moie hardened Diiedlors, would revolt at an abfolute leftoiation. 

It was, therefore, only propofed, at fiift, to intercede with the Na- 

bob, for the affignment of a proper allowance, for the maintenance mtmcedemih 

of the Rajah, and a guard for the fecurity of his perfon. 

Had his Lordlhip, and his two tender-heai ted profelytes, flopped here, Obfervauon. 
who would not approve, who would not applaud the meafuie ^ The Nabobalwa%3 

, , n 11 II T 1 • willing togive 

Nabob has always been, he Itill continues, willing to grant a Jaghiie, a a handlome 
place of refidence to the Rajah, an allowance for a guard to proted his ^0 Tuia-ju’^'^ 
perfon, or to gratify his vanity. When the country was in the poffeffion 
of his fuperior,Tulja-jiwas not only treated with humanity, but with an His hcmsmty 
almoft unbounded generofity, which was denied nothing but the power lvhen\nhif’ 
of doing harm. He remained within his palace, which was furround- 
ed with gaidens of pleafure, more than a mile incircumfeience, with 
his family, women, relations, and friends. Not a pet fon belonging 
to the Nabob ever entered the gates, not one belonging to the Rajah 
was ever refufed admittance. The foldiers, who mounted gua»d who paired 
without, were inftruCled to behave themfelves as his fervants ; with- feTvuy,'" 
in there was a perpetual fcene of feRivity and joy, dancing, piping, 
and every demonftration of happinefs. No futns were refufed to ad- 
miniRer to the pleafures of the Rajah, none to fatisfy his moR ex- 
travagant follies. Freed from the weight of a government, which 
had been too heavy for the weak flioulders of a man devoted to vice and m mtem- 
and debauchery, he refigned himfelf to thofe intemperate pleafures, 
which had been diRmbed before by his ungovernable ambition and 

unbridled 


6 
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CHAP. Nabob, and a reRored monarch, had a chance of creating an audioa 
for favour, which might be turned to a good account. Eeiides, it was 
but equitable, at any rate, that as the State had got a Nabob on the 
Coaft, the Cefnpany fhoukl have a King to keep up « the balance 
©f power*.” 

Thefe 

* It has bean obferveJ in a late publxation. Rajah hacT fold or mortgaged to the Dutch, 
that if interefleJ views had influenced the late He, in the fame manner, fettled with the 
proceedings relative to Tanjote, the obvious Danes about their pofllffiors at Tranquebar, as 
arrangement would have been to fupport the likewife with the brench about their fett'e— 
Nabob, who bad made large offers, public ments ot Carical. Thefe are fafls which can- 
as well as private, and not the Rajah who was BOi be controverted ; and regsilar treaties, un- 
a mere prifoner ftript of every refource, and tlst the fanUion of the Company, and that of 
confequently could have no favours to confer. the Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, were con- 
A free examination of meafures, and not a eluded between the Nabob and thofe foreign 
dilTeaion of party-mifreprefentations, has been powers, on the fubjea of their refpedive pof- 
the objea of our difeuffion. There might be feffions in the Tanjore country, 
an indelicacy, perhaps, in any iilulions to a adly, But the d fburfements of the Nabob, 
corrupt influence, when it points to individuals, at that period, were notconhned to thofe pur- 
But when a public body, fuch as the India pofes alone. Beftdes the payment of the Ra- 
Gompany, aas with fo much feeming incon- jah’s debts, and the redemption of the diftrias 
fiflency and injuftice, as to leave no explana- which had been mortgaged, what was given as 
lion of their conduabut upon giounds of un- prize-money to the army, as well as the whole 
fair influence, the charge may be brought with expence of a long campaign, muft betaken 
more freedom, as being attended with pre- into the account. All thefe together amounted 
fumptions to eflablilh itfelf. The mifeon- to an immenfe fum ; and the money was bor- 
dud of individuals may fometimes be excufed, rowed, by the Nabob, from the inhabitants of 
as proceeding more from error than defign. Madras, and the country bankers or Soucars, at 
But the fame indulgence cannot be allowed to a very high rate of iiuereft. 
large focieties of men ; whofe meafures, from The advocates of the Rajah have aflerted, 
the greater variety of opinions upon which that thefe loans were only a political manoeuvre- 
they are formed, mnft be confidered as the re- of the Nabob to get the property of the coun- 
fnit of a more poifed and deliberate refolu- try into his own hands, 
taon. It is generally more eafy to difprove the af* 

To determine more clearly on the meiits iertions of patty than to conquer their ob- 
of the Court of Diredors in this bufmefs, it is Hinacy ; for the fame bold pohnon continues 
necelTary to ftate a few fads, relative to the re*^ often to be advanced, when there is not even a. 
fpedive fuuations of the Nabob and the Rajah colour of probability to fopport it. In the pre* 
at the time of transferring Tanjore to the fent tnftance, this is evidently the cafe. If his 
letter. adverfaries fpeak truth, it was certainly a Yery 

ift. The Nabob has declared, and the de- extraordinary kind of policy in the Nabob, to 
claration is known to be true, that, upon the borrow millions of Pagodas at an exorbitant in* 
redudion of Tanjore, he paid all the Rajah’s tereft, if there was no occafion for the loan, 
debts to the Engliih and others; and that be It was not certainly by a policy like this, that 
redeemed .thofe dilirifls of country, , which the he could have amaffed the hidden (lores, which 
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he has been feid to poffefs. But fo far were conqueft was to become ufeful to himfelf after- «lent, 

K " w: are fort, to ohferve however, that the 

before the^Tanjore orders arrived, and even very reverfe of that condua, which would hav 

bef-^re they were thousht of in Leadenhall- been obferved by a conqueror, has taken p.ace 
bercre they were in - --- in the affair of Tanjore. The confequence has 

been, that the Nabob, who was reduced be- 
fore to the utmoft lUte of diftrefs by his cre- 
ditors, was not only deprived of the befl: part 
of his dominions, but his credit, hi railing nio*-> 
ney upon the part that was left, was utterly 


ftreet, he was obliged, for want of money, to 
fubmit to the daily clamours and infuits of his 
Madras creditors ; and the whole power of the 
Prefidency was denounced againfe him, unlefs 
be affigned his country to difeharge their de- 
mands. 


Trias been fald, and perhaps not without deilroyed. For who would ^-d h^ upon 

fome foundation, that the Nabob himfelf once any affignments upon countries tnat might be 

told a certain India Governor, who was fpeak- wrefted from him, in the fame manner as Tan- 
ins- of hib feerct wealth, that there was but one jore had been ? On the contrary, the nume- 

way of convincing the Englifli of that matter, rous merchants and Soucars, who attended at 


and that he was ready, if the Company and their 
fei rants a^prewd of it, to give the Engliftl 
Parhainent that conviflion, which was to lay 
before them his receipts and particular dif- 
buriements fince his acceffion to the Nabob- 
fliip. The officious Governor fecroed ftartled 


the reftoration of Tanjore, faw that the only 
real fecurity in the country was that of the 
Rajah, who had many advantages on his f.de. 
He, at that time, had not a IhilUng of debt ; 
and, without being burdened with any of the 
expences of royalty, he was inflantly put in 


IhiP. 1 ne omc.uus vj'jvv-iuv,, r u- 1 u 

at 'fo unexpeaed a reply ; and, lot chvhus poffeffion of 800,000 1 . a-year, out of which be 

reafons, no doubt, he was never heard to fay only paid the Company i6o,coo l. for their 
any more upon that fubjea. military charges. Befide all this iacome, the 

But to retuin to the public point in this ftf- particular fuuatioa of his country, which le- 

fair. It IS certain, when the orders for cured it againft the incus Lons of an enemy, en- 


the reiloration of Tanjore anived, that the 
revenues of the counts together with thofe 
of the Carnatic, were aiugned, by orders 
and mortgage, to the Nabob’s different cre- 
ditors, and to the Soucars of the country. 
This IS the common manner in which the 
princes of India anticipate their revenues 
They bonow mont-y, throuih the Soucars, up- 
on TFionmcnts of tnt Goieinment ihare of the 
crop and produce of the giound fer the enfuing 
vet'r; and it ir* well knov\n, how effedual :s 
the validity of a Soucar fecurity to the poffef- 
fors of tlu Lsidb. Even a conqueror * never 
attempt to invade or annu’ it; as that would 


be. 


duiymg the very medium by which nis 


ablcd the Rajah to anticipate bis revenues for 
EOt only fhe enfuuig year, but {ox years there- 
after. 

Thus, on the one hand, do we fee the old 
and faithful ally of ihe Company, with whom 
their prorperity began, and who, for hisiervicc‘, 
w'as guaranteed by the treaty of Paris, ruined 
and deferted by thofe who ought to ha\e iup* 
ported him, and left without money, ciedit, cr 
lefcurce; and that too at a time when he was 
loaded with a heavy debt of near \fGUT milhons 
ile'ling to Englifh fubjecls alone. But this is 
not alU Infult has been added to misfoitur.e ; 
andj by an uncommon wantonnds of pov tr, 
the Company have further charged that injured 


» St-e Of.ve upon Soucare. ^ 

f iNii-ubi, Tanjore debis, lately confolidated, are near three milliont, ai appear* by the Company s records, 

Mm2 
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CHAP. 

VI!I. 

I — .r— — X 

The orders 
penned by a 
ready fcribc ; 
yet a /^£;a/ 
number of 
ijgnatures not 
obtained. 


have always felt, wrought gradually a change in the mofl: obdurate 
Members of the Court. The orders, which we have partly exa- 
mined, were penned by a ready fcx-ibe, a clerk in the India-Houfe, 
under the infpedion of Lord Pigot. But notwithftanding the 


Prince with tbe pay and maintenance of tliofe 
very troops whom they had employed in de- 
priving him of his dominions. OppreiTed and 
borne down by fo many calamities, his Durbar 
became a feene of mifery and diilrefs. His 
army, having large arrears due to them, muti- 
nied and fui rounded his palace* His own life 
and the lives of his family were m danger. 
And nothing was to be heard^ in every quarter, 
but the threats of a tumultuous foldiery, 
mingled with the clamours of creditors whom 
he could not fatisfy, and the ciies of fubjeds 
whom he could not relieve. 

On the other hand, we fee the Rajah, a man, 
who, fo far from having ever rendered any fer* 
vice to this country, has always proved its moil 
determined and inveterate enemy ; a man, who 
has long enjoyed, in the interior parts of the 
Carnatic, a perfed fecurity derived from thofe 
wars which have ruined his fuperior, and in 
which much of the blood of Britain has been 
fhed ; a man, who never had an Engliih gar- 
rifon in any of his forts, who paid not a ihil- 
ling towards our expences, and in whofe good 
or bad fortune England has not an intereft. 
and yet this very man, this Rajah, has been 
cheriibed by the Company’s favour, exalted by 
their power, and now triumphs in the fpoils of 
his lawful mailer and fuperior. 

Such are the outlines of tbe meafures which 
the Company have adopted, and of the confe- 
quences which have enfued ; and fuch is a faint 
(ketch of the merits and pretenfions of two men 
whom they have thought proper to treat in fo 
very different a manner. Can v/e behold fuch a 
ilriking contrafl of charafiers and fortunes, with- 
out equal wonder and refentment ? Can we think 
on the authors of fo much undeferved injufiice 
on the one hand, and ill-placed favour on the 
other, without an equal mixtme of indignation 
and contempt ? Or can we poiTibly give any 


but one reafon for a condudl fo diametrically 
oppolite £0 every pi incjple of policy and vii- 

tiie ^ 

But the evil will cure itfclf. The Nabob’s 
creditors for fo imraenfe a fum, feel their own 
didrefs. and know who are i:s authors. The 
efFcdls of their diftrefs extend, widi iheii con- 
nexions, to aim oil every coiner of Gieat Bri- 
tan, They a^e entitled to redrefs ; and it is the 
opinion of the beil lawyers, that the} can force 
it from the contrivers and managers of the or- 
ders for reHoring Tan j ore. 

From a moxnc'u’s furvey of the genuine (late 
of fads we have heie given, it will be eafy to 
determine, cn whofe fide remained the power 
of procuring an unjull influence in the Eail^ 
that of the Nabob or the Rajah. But, if future 
proofs are wanted, they may be found, perhaps, 
in the zeal and amazing exertions which the 
Rajah^s ^iriuss have been able to create for 
him, in referve, in this country : while the 
caufe of the Nabob, who has made the fortunes 
of thoufands, both in his fervice and by his 
generoBty, has hardly an advocate to (land up 
In his defence. 

We will not, however, anticipate this fub- 
jedl; but hope, that jaOice will be effedluJIy 
rendered to the Nabob, that bis creditors may 
be fecured ; and even that the Rajah himielfj in- 
dead of his prefent mock-royalty, may be placed 
on fuch an e.labliihment of fecurity, as may be 
mod fuited to his real rappinefs. In a word, 
we wi(h he may find the deputies of the India 
Company, in whofe hands be now is, as faithful 
guardians of his life and honour, as he found 
that very N^ibob, againd whom he has been 
made to complain, but who, during his power 
o\“cr him, contrary to the cudom of the Ead, 
faved not only his life, but left him undifturbed 
in his palace, with the mod ample allowances 
for his fupport. 


ftrength 
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flrength of the argument, tlie acutenefs of the reafoning and the 
eloquence of the dialon, they lay a fortnight on the table, before a 
legal number of fignatures could be obtained. The fate of a kingdom 
hung, at laft, on the point of a moment. Lord Pigot threatened 
to refign, Mr. Harriibn was juR retiring to Bath on account of his 
health^ Mr. Wheeler himfelf became indifferent about the promifed 
feat in the Supreme Council at Bengal. The inie<ftious forrow 
fpread itfelf to the very clerks in office. Mr. Wilks cealed to poie 
upon difpatches and records; and one folitary tear was obferved to 
wander upon the cheek of Mr. Holt. To brighten up Ae face of 
the India-Houfe fome of the oppofing Directors thought it expedient 
to relent. The orders were accordingly figned on the 12th o 
April 1775, on the very day of the annual eledlon, when the 
Court of Proprietors were met to chufe new Diredlors, and had 
confequently fufpended the authority of the old. 

vSuch is the hiftory of the reftoration of Tanjore, which is de- 


C H A P. 
VIH. 


Lr.rd Pig-n 

th* Ccitt n to 

M . H am Ion 
10 to PaUU 


Mr. Holt is 
in teais. 


Some Diiec- 
tors again re* 
lent. 


Concliidjngl 


livered with all due deference to the public, by whofe judgment we 
fhall abide. To thofe who may chufe to examine the fubjed with 
attention, it will appear extraordinary, that, amidfl; all the ufurpa- 
lions of the arms of the Company, the only conqueft made by the 
orders of the Court of Diredlors, is that which they have chofen to 
feleft as an exhibition of their retributive juftice. Not fatisfied with 
a common ad of reparation, that honourable body have refined, 
upon what they denominate public honour.” In all the hifioiy 
of their ravaging wars in India, they could produce but one infianv^e 
in which their Sovereign, both by his plenipotentiary and per- 


Signal 

of the Duec- 
ters. 


fonal approbation, had given a fandion to their hoftilities. That 
was the ad which they thought the mofi; worthy of being ftigma- 
tized. The ufual progrefs of the Company, in their military tranf- 
adions, had been to begin as allies, to grow into Duans, to con- company’. 

elude as ufurpers. In the bufmefs of Tanjore their condud has 

r ■ . been 
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Tbeir ptdMic 
eviriiis had va- 
rious oppor- 
tunities to 
be exercifed. 
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been more myfterions, and of com* lefs fuitabk to their common 
principles. They began as guarantees, remonara.e as advrfer 
aided as allies, fought and conquered as aUKiharies. In the conrfe 
of a few years they affeaed to relent; and with peculiar feeling, 
knowledge, and propriety, reftorcd, as PKiNClPALs, what they 
and their ferrants had been paid for reducing as mercen.sries. 

Where was the black chronicle of Indian devaftations when the 
Honourable Court began to relent ? Had they, in the hour of 
affeded fympatby, thrown their eyes on the melancholy hiftory o 
the Company’s ambition, they might find many ads more worthy 
of being redrelTed than the rednaion of Tanjote ; afls committed by 
their fcrvants, not eKecuted by their own Orders From the 
banks of the Nirbidda, where the unfortunate Nabob of Broach 
commenced his alliance and ruin under their anfpices ; from the 
Ciiftna to the mouths of the Ganges, a field fruitful iii t he silent 
change and defimaion of Rajahs ; from the of Ure Ganges 

,0 its fource, a traa marked with the Mood and wreck of Nabobs and 
Rajahs ; and blackened with the moft horrid treachery to the un- 
fortunate Emperor, wliofe fervants they profefs thenifelves. In 
all that extenfive fane of defolation, was there no objea that called 
for redrefs. no Prince worthy of being lefiored, but the Raja i o 
Tanjore, whom, for his own perfidy, they themfelves had 
ordered to be chaftifed ! Perhaps not— wiiere the Company ad a 

part, death generally clofcs the fane ! , . , r r IF « 

But to do jufilceto the Court of Diredors, let it be fuppoled for a 
moment, tliat all the Nabobs. Rajahs, and Princes, over wbofe 
dominions the hand of ambitious rapacity has palled, are foil ahve. 
That the Nabob of Broach had an early claim upon the .tiendfliip 
of any gentleman, or, if the Diredots are food of a mle, any 
NOEL EM AN, appointed to the government of Bombay. That fuch 
gentleman or Inch nobleman had received a letter fromjnd.a 

3 
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defcribtng Ae fituation of the Nabob; espreffing, at the fame time 
CO of caft favours and affurances of future gratitude. 

" ral"2f tCthe aeptwea Rajahs and Zemindar of 
the northern Greats had fimilar claims on gentlemen, 1 on 

fentfromLeadenhall-ftreet to be Chiefs in '''f f 

*e the SiKGS, the Coss.Ms, the Shaw Allum . 

along the banks of all the branches of the Ganges had preterf.ons 
,0 the favour and hopes from the fupport of fome old fnends 
preparing to embark for India as Governors in or near their 
Lfpedive countries. In fueh an intelligible fituation, who coM 
doubt the relentings of the leaders among the Dtreaors or t e 
rnSTcniNG influence of the India-Houfe cabinet F Y/ho could 
Mpea^heir integrity, or who refufe his applaufe to their ruBUC 

Should it unfortunately happen, that the eestokino Chief, or 
Governor, Aould throw diferedit on that public virtue, by h.s capri- pl„„d. 
cious. violent, and arbitrary condud upon his arrival a. the kene 
of adion. That every condition that could be atod, for the in- 
tereft of the Company and honour of the nation is rejeded That 
no confideration of public inconvenience, none of 
either foften his mind, or fufpend his refolution. That the moft 
ample fecurity and provifion, for the party supposed to be injured, 
is rejeded 1 That nothing but revolution itfelf, with every conco- 
mitant influence of terror, can fatisfy this umpire of the ate o 
States and Princes 1 That, to complete the objed of his miflion. a 
findion, under every denunciation of vengeance, is to be extorted, 
under the feal of the party aggrieved. In that cafe, the moft igntv 

rant fpedator can underftand the piece, and enter into the condud 

of the author, the managers, and the adors, in ail the hm/on da. 
Janes, from the fitft idea of the plot to the cataftrophe. 


END OF THE FIRST VO-LUME.. 



